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Part XNILNo, 454, Russian Government 
have uo objectior cee 


‘Tabrees escort, ‘Transmits telegram from 
Viceroy reporting dispateh of twenty. 
five men to Tabrees in relief of Tabrocez 
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Ministry. Refers to No, 4. Resignation of 
Cabinet. New Government will probably. 
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oft Kurracheo on 8th, and shoulda 
‘at Mohaminerah 19th instant (300 No, 80) 


Hormone Tele to N38, Aclaon: 
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Lawrance, Webster, and Nicholls «, Persian 
fiovermment. Refers. to. No. 107. 
Knowhedgement of Foreign Office letter, 
Intention of firm to send out agent (see 
iNerl0s) eects ta 


Internal affaire of Persia. Transmits tele- 
‘gram from ML. Poklewaki, with reference 
to murder of Seysit Ablallab and pro- 
‘gramme of proposed new Goverament™ 


Expected demans of refagees. Refers to 
No. 118. Views of Tis Maje-ty’s chargé 
‘affaires asked for (see Nix 125) 


Irrigation works at Ahwaz, Tra 
documents bearing” on negotintious 
between Mr. Greenway and Bakbtiaris 


Majesty's Government as to protection of 
res Sultan. ‘Transmit letter to Bahram, 
Sardar Massoud, stating” no 

for extending ‘further 

protection, 


Sheikh of Mohammerab, Refers to No. 4. 
Copy of Now tt to bo seat atright to 
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Infernal ffi of Pensa. Refers to No: 121. 

9 Clanour for arrest 

‘of suurdecorsot Sayyid Abiola (woo No. 
123) sons! 
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sdvanco in order to prevent Persian 
taping 10 thin Power 
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Tnturnal state of Persia. Refers to No 102, 
Inserupulous tactics of extreme Nac 
tiomalists, Uso of alloged Russian threats 


lat advance, Refers to No. 126, Persian 
Government unlikely to apply at present. 
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security. re 
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Turkey and Russia, ‘Transmits article in 
“Jeune Ture” attacking ursis, Fears 
tat Kussis may occupy proviuee of 
Azerlaijan .. Beans 


Internal afairs of Persia, Refers to No, 129, 
Expulsion of fedias, Possible compositio 
tnd chuarwcter of new Medjliss ral 


it company’s loan, Conversion of debt to 
See cen eels bn 
Tegotiiooehetwoya Penn Gover 
any ove toe pal 


Russiny troops in Persia, ‘Teanamits extract 
from * Novos Viemya” on siatoot Pots 
Order preserved only where Russian troops 
stationol ae as 


Imperial Rank of Persia. Conéessions for 

Tailway from Karma to Hnwadan to be 

by Perian Goverunent it com 
politica on 


Namosand views of 
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gram from His, Majesty's Conmul nt 

Bushire. Delay in receiving assuran 
ig shvikt. Position in Arabistan 
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115, Bi Majene Govern 
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‘arkish troops in Persia, Unwiso to raise 
question as such action would at ance 
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fwikhof Mohammerah, ‘Transmita despatel 
‘containing assurances of His Majesty's 
javerament to sheikh cial 


Sonthern roads, Refurs to Part XXII, Ne, 
860. Hix Majesty's Government. must 
tako tusk of rostoring order on Southorn 
ails in hand themselves it Persian Go- 
ernment inadequate (00 Nox, 196 and 
206) Aen ack maT 


Hormuz oxide. Refers to No, 115, ‘Trans 
tits currespondouco with Mostes, Welt 
sut-Tujjar, and eoutract 

‘and British fms. 


‘Torco-Persian frontier. Information from 
‘Minister for: Foreign Affairs that Turks 
have now pushed forward as fur as Khoi 
‘and Salmas (w00 Nu L49) eae 


Oil company’s Joan, Torms offered by Mr. 
Proeco on behalf of Wallace yroup to 
Persian Government. i 


Invigation works at Ahwaa. Negotiations 
“Ah abate “Company mst take 
Ermer ive, Babbar extortionate" s. 


Kermanshah disorders. Russian Consulate 
at Kerianshah in danger (soo No, 154) .. 
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Tuly 28, 1910 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. Apparently Rassian 
complaint referred to in No. 145 ebould be 
Turki ad 


Internal disorders. Disorders. spreading, 
Persian Government have no money and 
ity. on which ty raise any (eee 

Nos. 156, 157, 202, and 206). 


Recognition of the Valiahd, Refers to No, 
128, Recommends to. Russian Govern: 
‘ment suggestion of M. Poklewski and Mr. 
Marling that special recognition might bo 
rogarded as interference in internal alairs 
of Persia Sen wd 


Anticipated bast by. murderers of Sayyid 
‘Ablalak. “His "Majesty Goverment 
dagroen with M. Pokdowakt that the two 
Powers shoul encourage panishmeot of 
tnurderers of Seyyid Aliulah Mujtebed, 
That not expross any” opinimn. respecting 
sew elections or dssluton of Modjiss 


Seligman loan. British Government would 
not oppose loan if given on security not 
already under pledge Bris or Ruslan 
Governments (600 No. 187). we 


nshab disonters, Refers to No. 148, 
shah troubles. Ac 
ton agaiust anti-Russian 


Internal disorters. Presented 
referred to jy No. 150 to 
Foreign Affairs. Nowa from. 
more satisfactory. 


Layeranoo, Webstor, and Nicholls, Refers 
to No,” #8 Lands required for timber 
concession belong to Russian subjects 


9. Reforsto No, 150, Unlikely. 
went will offer an advance 


Invigation works at Ahwais Mis Majesty's 
consul will support Mtr, Greenway in 
matter. uaa 


Internal disorders. -Kermanshah troubles, 
‘Situation quieter. No increase of Russ 
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Joint advance. Refers to No. 157. 
| details settled as to mate of interest 


| Afphan-Perian frontier, Moment not. op | 
| fpstseteedolttatin,Trammitemot 
isMajety'sconsl ar Seta tothsetet | 


Sonmecr, 
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Rumoured Austro-Hangarian intervention 
and the two Powers, 
Hl, No. 541, Ministor 
denies, 


1. 
dence om Colonel 
ox retersing to alloged aig of Mtr 
Moulen to act for thatcompany “=, 
ormux oxide, Refs to Part XXII, No. 
808, Other” eapcessons besides Hora 
apculed, Orders sont to. confiscate 
sulphur ives at Khanie Mee) 
Uromia dist transmits extract. from 
iter of Mr Bi giving acount of cone 
ion of. 


ah frontior,  Substanco of Part 

(0. 71, communicated to, Hix Mie 

ty"s consul av Mohammorah,. Favours 
nitenanco of old boundary’ iustond of 

| that recommended by mediating commis 
sioners (see No, 831) .. a 





rami district. efor to No 6, Viow 
ksh kurta on alleged outtagey 0M 
se TAM aus Sapsents Soh 
| Imation works a Ara eno 
0. 47." No objection to Date inal 
Selim fo tind Power bein then 
Modical attendae on. Shab, 
|" tuneinttaat of De 
Batwa (coo Nov 247) 





Joint advance. Refers to Part XXII, No. 
BL. Views of Rogent on. om 
demanded by British and Russiat 
tents. Is fo bo granted, 
disinterestedness 


sented to Medios hy 
treasures, Vehibalttaya, ‘The. und 
ringpally obtained by exsetons 


Mr, New an Persian Telegraph Depart 
Har Goverment ela An 
true, but after correspandeace Me New 
take up work apenaues Me: New 

Kermansbdsonders. Refers to act XX, 
Yo. 3. dnourreton in Kernneha 
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‘Southern roads. Reports action taken wi 
regard to representations to Persian 
Cabinet. Transmits memorandum by | 
Abbas Kuli Khan as to his interviow with | 
Grund Vier. 2! 


HigmianToan. Observations on possibility of 


Iuternal disorders. Question of removal of | 
"Tak Zadeh fom Median se] 
1y of principal events dariog yas four | 
2 tllersts Nec Comments 


of Cabinet. Character of and | 


Nationalist (seu S 


Urwin dist 
ia with reference 
to persecuti tians by Turkish 
Koes in this district tome: 


‘Trans-Persian Rallway to India. ‘Transmits 
Tuemoraidam concerning, received from | 
ML Isvolaky. Me Isvulsky says there is | 
Spestion fo the iden a) Russian come 


ow with Minister 

igi Affairs, Proposed programme 
‘of possible now Government. Turkish 
Creeper Naehsl Gober eats 


snment. Acknowledges | 


Loan to Persia 
\ Saks if customs rw already 


hhypothecated (see falar 


of fedaig‘Tebran. Murder 
Yaslot by fedaix, Government 
doteriined ou disimament (see No. 190) 


Disorders at Kermansba 
oral (ee 


Kermanshah | 


‘of feds (#6 No. 195) 


led. Tha’ Majesty's | 
ut ayrees that all costoms may | 
‘abject to clans of peovioes | 
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Brothers and Go, 


cated by Professor 
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Mr. Marling: 
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Lavwenpoe, Webster, and Niebillt. Refers 
fo No-i19. Rasalan subjects owa and 
‘bore fiber “conoualuns reguted by 
tinedm tee 


Southorn roads. Acknowledges No, 143. 
Road guards. Viscount Morley can 
think of no beiter scheme. 


‘ransmits letters from 
‘of Chauiber referring. to 

‘ally re_trade 

‘of wereemont between England and 

Russia in Persia (Hoe No. 290). +e 


Disarmament of fedais, Refers to No. 190, 
‘Quarrel in feds! ranks (sev Nv. 200) 


Sattar Khan, Refers to No, 198, Sattar 
Khan refuses to surrender arms itil 
arrears of payment are paid to him 


Sattar Khan, Desoltory fing tas begun. 


Loan to Persian Government, ‘Transits 
Minister for Foreign Allain’ roply’ 
‘subject referred to in No. 150. Ih onter 
{ induce Persian. Government to revive 
question of an advance it is ough to 
raw attention to the insecurity of the 
road RS el 


Sib of Mobammera, ‘Tranynts st 
rd Tarman and covering. lotter with 
reference to Follaiyeh datict,. 


Sattar Khan, Sorrender of (seo No, 212). 
Diarmarent of fis and 
inaction (wo Now 


Southern roads, Refers to No, 150, 
i 43, and 169, _Hlis. Majesty's 
Tayo to restore onler if 
? joverument does not, Road | 
guards (+00 Nos, 238 and S25)... 


Loan to Persian Government, Acknowlodygos 
Customs are pledged. Tis Max 

jesty’s Government would give Hrtish 
‘roditors ordinary diplomatic support. 


to Persian Govornment, 
Mr. Preoce informed 
toly-agreu to 
thing without referring to Mr, Wallac 


| ot companys ae Tr agent na ee 
Hated pa to 


‘over to police 


srmament of fédais, eters to No, 205 
‘Tehran, Explanations given by Count 
Quiidt of his action. Viow of Persia 
Government (soe No, 919), 
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‘Reports casualties (see 281) 
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922 Tel. ir * consul at Motiammorat regarding. con- 
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Ts fe eer cet cgay 

ire i me ie Cr Lege ony ann 
dullah (see No, 221) .. zt ote) 


Sir G. Lowther 


‘To Mr, Masling 


To Count Boncken-| Eecetiiin vata Peat eel 220 | Telegram cominunie| Blection of Regent. ‘Telogram from M. Pok- 
f nition of Valiahd. Formal acknow- cated by Count Tewaki referring to. possibility, of. and 
oa Tedgement of Regent's circular letter and Benckendort alti to: be adopted by, ri and 


verbal statement. His Majesty's Govern- Russian Governments 
ment agree .. 


in A, Nicolion i ae al 250 India Ofico Road joands in Southern Persia, ‘Transmita 
Soint advance. ‘Transmits aideeménire from | telageam from Lard Morley to Vieoroy of 

‘Russian Government concerning st Tadinconceraing ve weve 
Mr, Marling Disarmament of fedais. Refers to No. 205.| 291 | Mr. F. 0. Str Hormuz oxide, ‘Transmits correspondencs 
Indiscretion of Count Quad. - His relations | ‘with reference to agrooment betweon 
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"To Mr, Marl Support given to M, ‘Ter Meulen. 222 | Mr. O'Beirne Engagement of foreign assistants, Govern: 
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{Stator Persian Goverment that be 

fo gn documents ay soon us tore ‘ Southern roads, Refers to No. 206. Acting 
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lee als Must wai hear Me Poklow= 
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that Ili Majonty’s Government. sh 2 Bere | Oiatie doatry ot To 
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ould authorise sigoatire.of Tosh contrat 
consider what nop to take ia such tice, Have Russian Government any 
ventuatgy sn 2 SN bjetion? (eee Nos 239 and 923) ss 


Mr, Wallace to Mr 
Norman 








Disarmament of fedais. Refers to No, 216.) 235 | To Sir G. Lowther .. Disarmament of foduis, Refers to Nos 211 


Gives substance of what happened and | ‘and 317+, Turkish Minister for Foreign 
action taken hy himself abd Russian ole ‘Mfaira to bo told of judicious aut of 
Teague ve Bs ‘Turkish Aubossadorat"ebran with refer. 
fenco (0. recent troublon ai sction ‘of 
Oi company’s oan, Coane Quad (#00 No, 922) sve 


tnd Persian Goveroment. Mr, 236 | To Manchester Cham- (Confidential nsecurity of roads, Acknowledges No. 197, 
Preece infurmed (see No. 245) .. ‘ber of Commierce His Majesty's Government have proposed 
fo. Russian Government, that a stronie 
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° No intorference on part 22 Persian succession, Candidaturo of Sardar 

ty"s Government in matter of | ‘Assad for Regenoy ve 

eee ere Gee eee 226 Tol Oil company. Refers to No. 244. Runs 

Me Mating oe HLA | "Goveratat all holt view conrern of 

; Scr to Numan Ban une proce any 

we further loan, Obligations being con- 

| avs Vptity on ardent adherent of | tracted (oe0 Nos, 40nd 261)+, a1 
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Foreign functionaries. Enquires as to views 
‘Trans-Persian Railway to India. Transmit 


Southern roads 


Kerman 


to No. 239. 
‘Affairs objects 


cil company till completio 
Dut has no objection on principle (see No. 
249) fae 


‘sto rumour reported in No, 232 


No.209. Requests views. 
Orter must be speedily 


404) 


ong 
Sa eS 
patted 


Refers to No, 222.) 
vent. has been ordered to app 
for surplas of southern customs and tel 
raph as secu ugyests that this 
Contry 0 Anglo- sian agrere 


could not 

talians, In| 

w of possible choice of Austrians as 

ullitary instructors, siyggests advisability 

 uivhing Persian Goveramout employ 
hubjects of ssallor Powe 


Persian sucerssion, 
Candidatare of Sard 
with favour by Ros 
(Wo Nos, 341 aul 316) 


Refers to No, 238, 


Oil company’ loan 
Majent 
that It was proposed to pledge north 
‘eastoms as security for jount advance cone 
‘wmplated (seo 


Ot company’s loan. Tohrau agent has tle- 
genial tint tia 
FFelan aro in favoine of loan as folitat 

ie a8 to how the 
i Now 240 (we No. 


‘Treainent of foal and | precaton of 
‘ounderers of Seyyid Abdallah Mujt 
Reports comnunfcation from Mr 


Russia and Persia. Reply to joint note 
Sees 
eee 
aoe 
oo one 
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il company's Ioan, Refers to No. 249, 
Russian Minister hopes to expedite cor 
version by turning circumstance of Persia's 
financial position to account (S00 No. 279) 


Engagement of foreign assistants, Refersto 
292 Persian Government 0 be in- 
lo-Iussian approval of 

sci," Assistante should proferatly bo 
nationals of smaller Powers (se No, 261) 


Engagement of form ana Sug 
is that mabjecta of taller ‘Powers 
ftould. bo. chosen to avoid intomational 
jeslousie, Aska for concurrence. of 
asian Government vse 


Persian gundarmeri 
Tavolaky and Italian Ambassador at St 
Potersburgh. Statement of 
tussinn position in matter. 


letter from 
Forejgn Secretary to Government of 

fal relative to warnings recently 
administered to Hablul Matin” editor 


Consular baildings, —‘Transmite  teogra 
frou Government of India ‘role. Us 
onular buldings ss ssw 

Engagement of frei Refers 
to Now 355, Anglos 


tajete of grat Howes to be 
(Goo No. 203) : 


Engagement of forviga,awiatonts, Refers 
Mo No. 201. Persian Government, shoul 
Be ffred of Anglian view of 


Persian gentarmeri, Refers to No. 282 
Tella Goverutent lave been approach 

ty Peranovertment tapi 
fendarmeri offers. Anglo-Russan nt 
fasion ae 
Persian gendarmerie, Italian (overament 
ave Us appro iy Persian Govern 
sont to sip ofers to reorganse 
frarmooros Botan and Roni old 
$c ary ld be api Ty mol 
Bevan cir a ane os 


Oil company’s ed los Russian 
ental reneny tus 
with Porian Goverament 


should state their claims (0 compensat 
from Muin in greater dotail (see No. 485) 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. No reinforcements 
to be sont at request of Turkish consuls at 
Soujboulak and Urumia (800 No, 410) 


Southern roads, ‘Transmitaurticloin “Times” 
td eto from yuo Rutan Govern 
‘quiry made owing to disordered stato of 
Southern Porsia 














Name, 


To. Messrs, ¥, 
‘Strick and Co. 


Mr. Marling 


Ligutenant ~ Colonel 6 
Cox {confidential 


Sir B. Goschon 


Sir G, Lowther 


Count Benokendortt 
toMr, Mallet | 


Mr, Wallace to Mr. 
Norman 


a4 Tel 


Sir (, Barclay 


Mn O'Boiene 280 Tel 


‘To Sie G. Barelay ..| 246 el. 


Mr O'Beimne: 


Date. 


Aug. 20, 1910 


Tuly 29, 


3, 











Sopzecr. 


Hormuz oxide. Refers to No-231. Mi 
‘ut Tujjar and Messrs. Strick, Messrs. Weir, 
‘and Messrs Rllinger-. |e. 


Consalas guards, Reduction of Shiraz escort 
mndeaimble (eee NO-dIS) eS 


Persian succession. ‘Transmits note from 
Regent to King George V, announcing 
appiintment of Heir Presumptive to the 
‘Throne (se0 No. 412) 


Relations of Russia and Persia, Communi 
‘cates conversation with Minister for 
Foreign Affairs respecting +. = 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. Refers to Part XXII. 
No, 6: ; 


jesty's Government, cannot 
rindary agreed on in 1850 (see No. 989) 


iia Khan 
Eset ‘of German Minister curing dis- 
1eihces ils er actangorbaners 
fare Klan Foreigu Ote doen 
Gutman eee ae 


‘Turoo-Persian frontier, ‘Tronsiits detailed 
faceoutt of Tureo-Persian frvntier "i 
tent” at Kizil Dize (see No. 301) 


Porsian gendarmerie, 


ing Italia 
ing Russian 
dvauces and stating Auglo-Russ 


Oi company’s loan, ‘Transmit 
to aul from Me, Pre ae 
Tossian and Persian Gi 
posed Toot from Anglo-Persian Oil Com 
pany (600 No. 328) ts 


Kagagement of foreign auistante, Bizts 
Yeturn doubtful. Post of fnancal adviser 
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company +. 


Korman mines. Calls attention to No. 24 
toe sie af 
ssn Govern 
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to be sired (ee NO 288) =e 


Joint note as to concessions, 
‘on Russian suggestion embodied in No. 213 
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to raising a force to police southern roils. 
to be orgatised by Indian officers: but 
Russian aphere must be respected (see 
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‘Trade in Northern Persia. Complaints of 
Fuined trade in Azorbaijan owing to 
Russian advance ($00 No. 400)... + 


il company's loan. Dilemma as to possiblo 
‘contingency of Persian Government apply 
ing. to Powers for aiditional loan attor 
securitin bad already, been pledged to 
Service of oll company’s loan, Asks for: 
suggestion as to solution (se0 No. 290) .. 


Consular guards, Indian iment re= 
quire British Minister's opinion on question 
of strength of escorts... 


Engagement of forvign assistants, Snbjocts 
of smaller Powers rathor than Italians 
preferred tooficer gendarmerie. Belgians 
Injght bo employed as financial assistants 
(v0 No, 258) F Fane 


Kerman mines. Refers to No. 280.  Situne 
tion in Kerman does not justify dispatch 
‘of an engine, Pending. instructions, 
Emon oat bog soprerid (0 Noy 


Joint ites to conceeelonai Rofers to BG 
2H Dopeecaion eof threat propose 
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tion as to His Majesty's 
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Oil_company's proposed loan, Refers to 
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{qustion of roads (nse No. 300)", 

it company's loan, Interview with Actin 
Minister” for Foreign "Affairs. Tt 
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Frould iu so way. impode convertion of 
debt to Russian Banke Acting Minster 
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Southern roads, Injudiclous to take up 
threatening. line at present juncturo (¢08 
Nod) « ot ee ee 


Sheikh of Mobammorah and Turkish authori- 
Approves attitude of sheikh in con- 
froversy with vali, Sheikh should he 
givna ROLE | ieee 
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fn No, 248 (see No. 300) 


weession. Minister for 
\grees as 0 course sug 






‘anticipated reply of Pers 


‘To Sir G, Barclay 











meat of subjects of 


‘Trade in Northern Persia, 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
to from mailitary attaché in 
rogard to. Tureo-Persia 

















assistants, Refers 
No, 206, Question of Belgians being. 
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ion prior to a joint ad- 
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sumption of negotiations, Oil company's 
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Persia. Defence 





‘works unnecessary 






Internal disorder. Refers to No, 189, 
‘Transmits consular reports from Kermane 
shah on receut disturbances, Support 
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respecting recent 
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Git company’s loan. Refers to No. 922 Tn 
terview with Acting: Minister for Foreign 
‘Afairs "If oll company’s loan postponed 
owing’ to delay in conversion of debe to 
Rursian Tank, Persia would} 

| | joint advance at once, which 

Government would not like 


++) 0 Tel, 29, ‘Joint advance. Refers to No. 807. Stiptla~ 
tion as to conversion of debt fo Russian 
ny. other loan does not 


tank ior to A 2 
‘apply to possible joint advance (see No. 
sey eal : ¢ 





il company’s: loan. 
| ‘Negotiationsfor loanon security of southern 
| customs resumed. His Majesty's Govera- 

nient’s objection tosuch terms, Alternative 
proposals (see No. 350) 





29, | Concessions in Persia. 
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29, | Southern roads, How trade has sufered in 
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Hit e's despatch that 





thorities, 
counul gener: 
sheikh was 
Bussorah seems always hostile to Bri 
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s+] 948 Te, 1, | Oil company’s toan. Continues ‘No. 308, 

| Mr. Preece hs sigxested to Persian Go- 
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i Oil Company and in mi 

pes ould be sade security, 

Huropean Telegraph Company" sche 
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ements of Afghan 


28, 


dition depends on mo 
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Rassian troops in Persia. Interview with 
Acting Minister for Forel 
has Geen approached by Persian chargé 

Russian Government will, 
withdraw if Persian Goverament cot 
with conditions of withdrawal .. 


Intelligence officer at Meshed. Question of 
ow necessary expenditure for putting. 
Post on permanent footing is to be shared, 
‘Teansmits correspondence. between In 
Government and India Ofioe 

Regent's health, Refers to Nos, 224 and 

‘succesior, Agrees 





with (see No, 316) 


Disturbances. at 
Yall of Van informed. 
is_as pretext for occupying 





Dissonsions among Bakbtiari khans. Con- 
tinuos No. 392, Signs of. Amir Mufuke 
ported to have gone over to Sula 

leh. 


| Concorsionn in Persin, Refers to No, 204, 
Reply of Persian Goverumeny (jee Nos. 





‘To Sir G, Barclay... Sheikh of Mobammerah and Turkish ane 


thoritiea, Refers to No, 836, 
ivo sheikh assurances that His 
Majesty's Government arv considering his 


Replies to No. 341. Adheros to 
‘ows exprossed in No. 247 


Consular. guards, 
Present arranjcen 
‘ye maintained till close 
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Government shares in Ango-Persan Oil 
Company suggested by Str. Procco as 
security for proposed Van, Would com. 

i and other Rranciers eoueerned agree? 
PMO ae ee 


Engagement of foreigo assistants, Refers 
to No. 287. French would not think of 
ng appointuent of French ‘sss 
InvSnance dopartment if British and 
Rossian Goveramenta averse (sce No. 388) 








| Bakhtns and Kaabyai, Contes No, 364 

‘Sheth Kbaoal has slated he fread 2 
Tip Ante Mufakban. Lieateaant Colonel 
3 Ing ita o warned 
Moot fom quarrel of Bakitarte Kaas 





Vanes ciate eect Ba 
ere ees pean Oe 
SE al enskiocmate ras 


Engagement of foreign assistants. No ob- 
Section to employment of Aveicans ag 
‘gsistants in flnanco departineot on part 
of Russian Government, 











i of foreign assistanta, Refers 
52. Medjliss has decided oo 
‘employment of Americans as assistants in, 
‘opposition to Cabinet. French assistant 
er of Justice sanctioned by 
(seo Nos. 70, 879, and 407) 


Russian troopsin Persia. If Persian Govern 

| mer jut conditions of withrtrawal 

would withdew 

| 18 matters stand now troops 
‘must remain, ab 

| Consular buildings. 

Government of India to offect that defences 

of ronsulates at Shiraz and Ispaban are 
unnecessary ee ay 


























namnits telogram to 














of Mohammerah and Turkish 
authorities. “Evidence against vali quite 
conclusive, Lis Majesty's Goverameat 

iake representations t© Porte (see No, 











Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 73, Firms 
concermed in Muin-utTujjar, Has any 
Progress made in deciding rights and 





‘wrongs of ease? (800 No, 373). 
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from fadian Gover 






‘Abbes-Kerman trade routes 
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Southern roads. Refors to Part XXI, No, 
188. Captain Gibbon now in Southern 
Persia might report on question of Bunder 


Anglo- Persian Oil 
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| Stik of Mohammeraly and ‘Turl 





Road concessions, Impossible to complete 
roads for which Persian ‘Transport. Com- 
any. bas concession owing to disorder 
‘and insecurity of country, Russian ob 
structions, Say 





ogagement of forsiga awistants, Depro- 
tea communiaton to Ameri in 






hve recommended Swi, wih 
‘would bo very inconvenient (ou No. 
ESO AME pe ra 
Engagement of foreign assistants. Con- 
‘ins NO. Bio, "Meda fas etd or 
ogagement of theed Italians as, gens 
darmerieofterg yy ne BN 





Bagagement of foreign assistants, Refers 
to No, 369, M. Poklewski agrees that 
ssible engagement of Swiss must not be 
lost sight of... 








Intermal affairs of Persia, Situation in 
‘Balchtiari country improving (se@ No, 985) 





Engagement of forvign assistants, Referato 
10 360, His Majesty's Government ap- 
ves Americas, anid desires. to know 
Russian Government's view. If Europeans 
‘appointed they must be nationals of some 
minor Power (see Nox. 876, 391, and 454) 


‘Trane-Persian railway to India, Board of 
‘Trado views scheme with disfavour, ‘Traui- 














tits memorandum onseheme ., 
Reform to Np. 364. tricks 
Contract. will bo. 

course of present wook (+o Now. 05 aud 


425) nae Sees 

Engagement of forvign assistants, M. Saxo 
now finally agrees to instruct, M, Poklow= 
ski in senso of No. 978 (wea No, 087) 





Russo-Persian relations, Conversation with 
‘M, Sazonow, who considers that attitude 
of Persian Government is. becoming. 
tolerable, Instancen (#0 No. 420) 








Sheikh of Molammerah and ‘Turkish ane 
thorities. Vali of Bussorah has been 
recalled 4, 





h ane 
thorities, Vali haw been recalled, Ine 
form sheikh 








Sheikh, of Mohammerah and ‘Turkish aue 

thorities. “Sheikh and K.O.1,K, Generally. 
unsatisfactory character of attitndy of 
‘Turkish Government and local authorities 
to British interests (see No, 4635 








Engagement of foreign nts, I 
Majesty's Government thanks Italian Go- 
Yernment for communicating overtures 
from Persian Governsient with regard to, 
‘employment of Italians in gendarmerie. 





Oi company’s loan, Preece lias agreed to 

accepting Persian Government's shares 
in oil company as security. Refers to, 
NOSES yee 
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Loan for 2,000,000. could 
‘ot be raised ia England alone, Has His 
‘Majesty's Government any objection to the 
Taising’ of money on the continent ? (see, 





To Sir G. Barclay ., 


Interviow. with Mr, Moore, 
siy's Coveraat. would ot 
object 10 eventual pledging of southers 
fastoms to Saigan i only Bats capa 
to participate, Germans and Selgaan 


| 04. towtir 





Situation in Soutborn Pers 
Tival branches of Bakitiars 
fave ow mado pace (oso Nos 358) 
"To Si. Vary, Selina loan. Refers to No, 884 
Se aes in. Opaon of lignan tat oat 
capita rt be inv 
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red to make proposed 
ares remain in British 
willer and capital | 
coulined to British markets? (seo No. 892) 





























Refers to No, 273, 








‘of commissioners for delimit 


‘ Messrs, Ziogler und | 
nndum” of Mr, Parker Co. 








Seligman loan. His Majesty's 
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d approve a loan to 
Persiau Government from Se 





To Sir G. Barclay 
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Refers to No. 386, 















not be objected to hy 


Loan to Persian Government on Con 
Persian Government have 4 
for loau of 100,000/. on security of Croven 








‘objection (see Nos. 420 
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Question of bringing pressure on Persian 
Government. Asks views as 
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Hormuz oxide. Refers to No, 875, Contract, 


Imperial Bank's loan, His Majesty's Govern 


Engagement of forei 


Loan to Persian Government on Grown, 


Engagement of foreign assistants, Refers 


Engagement of Foreign assistanta, Refers 
to No. 973, Desirable Russian Govern: 
‘ment. shonld join with His Majeat 
Government in approving possible appoiit, 
ment of Americans, 





Sheil of Mohammerah and Turkish 
‘authorities. Refers to No. 65, Vali in 
the wrong: Mr. Crow's conduct 

Internal affairs of Persia, Refers to No, 
889, Soulet retiring south. 


Sheikh of Mohammerah and ‘Turkish 
authorities. Refers to No. 863, Porte 
should be informed as to relations of sheikh 

ith His Majenty's Government now that 
vali bas been recalled. 











‘Russians in Azerbaijan, Rofera to No. 283, 

‘No confirmation of Mossrs, Zigler's statos 
‘ment that Russian advance futo Azerbaijan, 
had destroyed trade... 





‘Turco-Persian froutier. Refers to No. 324, 
‘Teausmits dopatch trom is Majety's 
lat Breeroun giving Vel at 
Hesours ven frat doe (2 
= ok Ras Ne Sei fine 
axagement of foreign atsntante. Refers 
to No, 3¢ Undue Rossians should 


Hector fablne on this quation. Might 
Yad to Cabinet's downfall. 











oan on Grown jewel “Asks what attitude 

‘ls Majesty's Govorameat ar atoning at 
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to partipato i his oun ss aie 
pan Azaan, Rafer Noi 

Frm only concerned With popes 
Roshan" Commercial stividea in gy 
provio (een Nor 170) 





with Muin, iogularities in 
‘But Muiu has ulwyays nckuow= 
lis forea, “Hence none tho Tens 





ment has no ides Russian partielpation 
tank loan contemplated (set No, 408) 
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to No, 869. Communication to. Persian 
Government favouring euployment. of 
patos of slr Foor Buc wre 
ing, Suggestions of amendment to, bo 
sabi to Mc Batonow fee Nos” At 
and 488). 








jewels. Refers to No. 400, Rusia 
jovernment understand His Majesty's 
Government has suggested that Banque 
@'Escompto should participate in proy 

Joan to Persian Government on security of 
Crown jewels (co No, 427) 4 








to No. 407. Exact wording of 0 

to Borian Government 
Minister for Foreign AMfairs aires with 
His Majesty's Government's proposals for 
amendment ee ae | 
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Southern roads. Refers toNo.169. Persian | 
‘Transport Company wish for extension of 
concession. Progress with roads in divers 
parts of the country (seo No. 432) 


Persian succession. 


Bngagement of foreign assistants, 
‘with M. Daeschner. His Majesty's 

vermment and Russian Government have 

no objection to 6 

States of America citizens 

partment. Refers to No. 2 





Engagement of foreign assistants, United 
Staten of America citizens favoured by 
Medjliss. British and_ Russi 
wats 19 objectio 

jaropean ower 
Russian subjects must also be employed. 





‘Torkish 
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Persian succession, 


dead 













Anglo-Russian 
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of Persian Goverument 
soon (#ee No. 480) 


oan on security of Crown jewels. Directors 
‘agree to an advance of 6,000,000 krans . . 
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Me geet deoopts Gils a ley bo 
Bh promee semogts ellie 

fedieed to its normal numbers. | 








ly = inspired. 





Error of Ministry of Foreign 





Imperial, Bank’s loan. 


Seligman loan. Refers to No. 988. Selig 
man's offer of 2,000,000 
Government would like to know security 
of Yan ned how hares would be aotnd 


Persian aucceasion, 


chments in Urumia. ‘Tran 
‘f letter recently received frum 
Urumia concerning eee 
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Hormuz oxide, Refers to No, 875. Delay 
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Ne 378 
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duce Persia to make concession relative to, 


tins candionl pon when Ress Wil 


withdraw troupes, vy | 





Loan to Persian Government on Crown jewels 
Refers to No, 408, ‘adaiee on 
security of ‘Crown jewels, Clause in 








Imperial Bank's concession leaving a loop- 
ole open for w transaction of this kind 
(see Nos, 434 and 488) ar 

Sheikh of Mohammerah, Sheikh, being » 


Persian aubject, any communication would 
tbo distorted by chauvinistic element in 
Exige ae bas a 


Anglo-Rossian relations with Persia, Hag 
ead No, 419 to M, Sazonow, who sya ha 
still holds viow reported in No, 977.” Ho 
‘ill abandon idea of bringing joint pres. 
sure on Persian Governnigut ss + 





Loan to Persian Government (on security of 
‘Grown jewels), Refers to No. 420, Reason, 
for Russian Government’ delay in anawer-| 
Inge wan absence of M, Kokovtsol, who 
Ins now retuned 5 ses 








Tmporial Bank's loan, 
Jen of British. Gov 
in conflict with Tmper 
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Tmporial Bank's loan. Refore to. No. 421 
meossion to. Tniperial Bank older th 
conoession to Russian Bank (600 No. 463) 





Hormuz oxide. Refers to No.911. Agroe- 
ments, botwoen Messrs, Ellinger, Mesirs, 
Weir and Coy and  Muin-ut-‘Tujar 
Validity ofsamo .. ae ae 





il company’s loon. Refers to No, 808, 
New proposals of Persian Goverimont. 
'300,0000., at 92, at 6 por cent, on Kecurity 
of southern custom# and telegraphs anid 
shares of Persian Government in oil and 





‘mining company. This would make no 
Aifference to proposed joint advance (960 
NO ABD) paver ken esa 


Disorders at Ardebil, Defeat of Governor 
of Ardobil by Shahsovans. Necessity of 
fenaned prosenoe of Rutan ps (ee 


Imperial Bank’s loan. In view of No. 427 
having reached St Petersburgh, further 
‘observations unnecessary yy, yy 
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Sheikh of Mohammerah has acted correctly. 
Vali of Busorah appears. to bo acting. 
‘under dictation of Coustantinople author 


and Bakbtiaris. Transmits despatch 
is Majesty's consul at Ahwaz as to 
[resent situatiog, with comments. 


despatch from His’ Maj 
ich from Naty 
onal at Abas forwarding agresacrt 
between Sheikh of Mobamomera and Vall 
ofPashekan ern Val 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Avknowledges | 
fo. 116, Compaay Sompalled to afc 
down operations owing to action of 
Bakhtiar guards eS 


Barges on Upper Karun, Refers to No. 

Fansmite despatch from His Majest 
‘Acting consul at Mobammerah enclosing 
copies of correspondence with Persian 
Forviga Ofice regarding (soe No. 447)», 


Diamant of ola, German Misitas 
Action, Wefers to" Now SI Hoperta 
creat Pace Tu 

Ghargé dafares for bis participation 
Coun Quads ation. USaton i 


nternal affairs of Persia, Now Cabinet 


Concessions in Persia. Refers to No. $44. 
‘Transits Persian auswer to Anglos 
Russian is question .. 


ages on Uppor Karun, Rofers to No. 4, 
“Freon despatch from Ils Aajetys 
Mohamoerah with rferenos to 
‘toglo-Persian 0 2 
Persian Govern 


Refers to Part XIX, No, 

mmplaints. from Mesa 

th refeeence to. road cot 
‘Tranemits note from. Persian Govern: 
ment t0 effect. Receat events in Persia 
vo obstacle to construction of roads. 


Mr. Bill, Acknowledges No, 94, _ Gifte 
to Cossacks who accorapanied Mr, Bill... 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company's telephone li 
unsmits correspondence regarding lay. 

HE ac tele lineal company. 
is Majesty's Government's view in reply 
to Persian view that company” have 
coveesion rights todo this ss. 


Summary of events, Transmits for last 
mouth im 


Dissensions among Bakhtiar 
to No. 445, No recon 


pee Teh ge 





Summon, 
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Russian troops in Persia, Conversation 
between OM. Poklowski and” Persian 
Minister for’ Foreign Affairs 
withdrawal of. Concession of 
Tehran rods. 

General situation in Persia, Asks Acting 
‘Minister for Foreign Affairs for concurs 
Fenco in No. $78 with reyatd to employs 

M. Sazonow, 

hopes, considers intractas 

of Persian Government ia becoming, 
le (seo No, 458) x 


Rumoared military convention between, 
‘Turkey, Germady, and Austria, Cons 
‘versation with Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who does not beliove init, though 
hip thinks there bas been some discussion 
as to railways in Asia Minor, Ho alludes 
to Samsun-Sivas and ‘Trans-Persian falle 
‘ways to India ee 


ad consults. | Transmis dospatch 
rom is Msjeiyn cousulenent con, 
taining argument agent traf of tia 

grant wervien (Sen Bere xexh 


Ps 
Tinperial Bank’ loan, Refers to No, 894, 
r -ndnoire to Acting Minster 

{or Foreign Affairs to offot His Majosty'a 
Government 10 objection to. Tnpertal 
Bank advancing 1000004" to Persian 
Government on security of Grovn jewels. 


Russia and Persia, Refers to No. 454, 
‘Tranemite inspired article in.“ Novoo 
Vroinys” If Persia looks to holp from 
other Powers, abo will find how far 
wwuch friends ;' how oar the “Rusoian 


‘ud Persia, M, Poklowskl objects to 
Majesty's Goverument — assstiig. 
Persian Goverament to obtain loan from 
‘il company, as money xo obtained would 
{0,10 th support of & Cabinet hostile to 
ussian interesta ye 


Rossa and Persia, Russian. Goverment 
‘ud presoot Persian Cabinet, Tdta of 
Intervention gaining ground ia Rusia, © 


Groat Britain, Russi, aud Persia, Prosent 
Cabinet st! Tehran,” Rassian Minister 
osires ite downfall, “British Minister 
does not (see No, 466) Me 


Mule Abin Gen, Die 
tor of Tndo-Buropeat Tol rt 
tent haw mada every elon te parents 
Mister for Posts and Telogeaphy to place 
peat Teepett Gane sida or 
pean Te ould muypont 
neu of outstanding Uebes til the 
ee ; 


rial Bank's loan, Communication to 
l. Sazonow in senso of No, 434, Con. 
Version of debts due to Russian Bank 
{0 precede loan by Imperial Bank (seo 
Nod?) oe i 
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Awarances tn Sikh of | Mobammerab 
Gru of KLE: approved by the King. 
(Goll Coto prosl a git-boat wit | 
Magill Gao nce eae ee 


to sheikh, Acknowledges 
‘aval demonstration would be 
B, to be forwarded... 


Loan to Persian Government on security of 
Grown jowels. Refers to No, 463. M, 
Sazonow anxious that conversion of 
Russian Bank's debt shoald precede Iin- 
Perial Baok’s loan. Arguments ayainst 
thin, Perian Government if wiling 10 
pledge Crown jewels, could! obtain’ money: 
elsewhere (86¢No.AT4) eee 


Sheikh of Mobammerah. K.C.LE. insignia 
for sheikh should reach Bushire 3rd or 4th 
October Ss og 


Rossin and Persia, Russo-Persian friction 
owing to refusal of Persian Government 
to grant concessions for motor trafic. 


Russians in Azerbaijan, Acknowledges No. 
401. Tho disturbed stato of Persia, 
Adverse 
jesty's Government will not lose 
PRS ER Sir 


Seligman Joan. Acknowledges No. 422. 
‘Asks approval of His Majesty's Govera- 
‘ment if certain conditions are adhered 


Rogoney. Reforsto No.499;_ Nasal 
Mis. Yelographed. tw Medias” accepting 
Mes ae a 


Russian troops in Persia. Refers to No. 475, 
‘M. Sazonow says ill be withdrawn 
if” Persian, Govorament accept Russia's 
two conditions = 


of Crown jewels 

M, Sazonow has written to A, Kokovtsoff, 
rwenmuending that no opposition be 
offered by Russian Government to. | Con- 
‘version of debts due to Russian Bank (see 
Nos d8band49) =i] 


Great Britaio, Russia, and Persian Govern- 
‘ment. Importance of continued "and 
close co-operation between Ministers of 
two Powers, Road concessions and motor- 
ear concessions. Withdrawal of Russian 
troops (see Nos 473 and 479)... 


| Great Britain, Russia, and Persian Govern- 

ment, ML. Sazonow to instruct Ml. Pok- 
Tewski in fame sense as to importance of 
continued relations between two Govern- 
ta Mae athe dra tes 
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Russian troops in Persia, Interviow with 
Persian Minister. Persian Ministors 
‘trying to influence continental press 
agemst Rosin all over Hutope. Sir A. 

lardinge’s views. we 


Consular guards ‘Treasury sanction maine 
tenance of jeunrd of ‘constto at ite 
present strength a3 suggested, One-half 
‘of cost from Iinperial exchequer 


Southern roads. Refers to No, 475, 1 
‘now time for His Majesty's Government to 
make representations as suggested. 


“Hableul-Matin.” No reason why editor 
slid not be deported M 


Imperial Bank’s loan, With respect to con- 
version of debt. to Russian Bank action 
may be taken in accordance with last 
paragraph of NOA7.. +s 


Oil company’s Joan. Refers to No. 486, Ine 
advisable for His Majesty's Government to 
‘withdraw voto on employment of southern 
customs surplus or otherwise. facilitate 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr XXIII. 


[23619] No. 1. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received July 1.) 


Sir, India Ofice, June 30, 1910. 
TAM directed by the Secretary of Stato for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter dated the 18th June, 1910, enclosing draft of a despatch in which 4, fa 
proposed to instruct His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran as to the assurances to 
be conveyed to the Shei hammerah on behalf of His Majesty's Government, 
Viscount Morley concurs in the view of Secretary Sir HB. Grey, that the giving of farther 
‘assurances should in any caso be postponed until the sheikkh’s caso against: the Vali of 
examined. He is also of opinion that the grant to the sheikh 
2» recommended in the telegram from the Government of India 
ith enclosed, should stand over for the present for the same 

reason, 

As regards the terms of the draft despatch and of the text of the assurances that 
might be given to the sheikh Lord Morloy desires to offer no observations, except that 
ho understands the “assurance of protection for his private property’ in. Lersin”” 
(point $ in tho draft despatch) to be granted subject to the same conditions us tho 
assurance against molestation by foreign Powers, or their “encroachment. on. his 

risdiction, recognised rights, or proporty i (point 4). ‘To make this quite 
e words "subject to the condition in the succeeding paragraph” might be 

ter the words in the draft despatch: “As regards (3), His Majesty's 

Government see no objection to granting an assuranco of the kind desited.? 
The first paragraph of the assurances has, it iy understood, been already 
cated to the sheikh (vide Mr. Marling’s telegrain No. 156, dated the 
1910, last paragraph but one). 
Tam, &, 
R, RIVOHTR, 
——————— 


Enclosure in No, 1. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Welegraphic.) P. June V7, 1910. 

PROPOSAL to grant Sheikh of Mohammierah a decoration has heon revived. by 
resident, Persian Gulf, in a telegram to Tehran dited the 10th instant. This 
fugaestion has my support, and T recommend that honorary K,C-LB, should bo given 
him. 








Be 


[23683] No. 2. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Reevived July 1.) 


Sir, 25, Abeliurch Lane, London, July 1, 1910. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo and to the interview General Sir 
‘Thomas Gordon had with Mr. Mallet and Mr. Norman last evening on the question of 
purchasing arms and ammunition for account of the Persian Covermment, { havo the 
honour to enclose the translation of a telegram the bank proposes to send to the chief 
manager in Teliran to-day if it meets with your approval. 
Thave, &. 
NEWELL. 


Enclosure in No. 2, 
Propoaed Telegram for communication to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 


OUR telegram 14th June. Foreign Office is informed that Persian Government 

8 previously in communication with Russian Goverm garding purchase of rifles 
and ammunition, and agcordingly there is fear of complication should we on account of 
Persian Government negotiate for purchase in England. Consult legation regurding 
‘communicating this to Persiay Government 





[23676] No. 


My. Marling to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Reecived July 1. 
(i 270,) ‘ ve) 
‘Telographic.) P. Gulahek, July 1, 1910, 

DARAB MIRZA, 

In reply to your telegram No. 200 of the 30th Juno, I have the honour to report 
that my despatch No, 97, which should reach London on the 2nd July, contains what T 
heliove to bo.a substantially accurate account of incident. I would point ont that the 
carliost Persian reports agree with the Russian in stating that the Cossacks were fired 
on first; the statements that Russians were aggressors were merely invented and 

culated later by Nationalists to stir up anti-R feeling. 

M, Poklewski possosses a lettor from Porsian Government declaring that it was 
Abmed Khan, ex-Mirshikar of Melomed Ali Mirza, « noted reactionary, who killed 
his rolative, Ali Khan 

Please substitute * Chergar” for “ Guricher” nentioned despatch. 





(23766) No. 4. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received «uly 2: 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, July 1, 1910. 

WITH referenes to your letter of the Gth May reporting receipt of a telogram 
from is Majesty's chargé affaires at Tehran, advising iat the company’s works had 
‘been almost completely shut down owing to the behaviour of the Bakhtiari guards, our 
agents at Molummcrah write as follows :— 


“Bakhtiaris. We are much surprised at the contents of the Foreign Office letter 
adilressed to you on the bth ultimo, "Up to now we have been unable to trace how the 
Tumoured stoppage of work by the Bakhtiari. guards ever came into being. So far as 
we can ascertuin, no servant or representative of the company gave rise to such a 
report. Had any such thing asa serious stoppage of work occurred you would have 
buon advised at oneo by cable, Doubtless, the Foreign Oflice will be able to discover 
His Majesty's charge « Y source of information, and if you will let us know we 
vill investigate the matter. ‘The only possible cause Of the rumour whieh we ean think 
of is that some thirty Kunls employed at camp, in the workshop and on the rigs, 
struck work ut tho beginning of May owing to their not receiving protection from the 
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y against the continual punishment and fines inflicted by the Bakhtiari guards, 
‘Reson are aware, Mr: Reynolds considers that the action of the guorde must not bo 
interfered with, and says that the goards must be permitted to recover in fines from 
the company’s employés and others the sum which they have paid to the khans for 
their positions as guards. Whilst the Kurds were ont of camp we understand. that 
the workshop and rig at No, 9 were stopped, but the incident had blown over and the 
Kurds were back again before we heard of it. Tn fact, we were never officially advised 
of the incident at all.” 


T do not think it is necessary to follow the matter up any further, but should. you 
think it desirable to do so, and you are able to ascertain from His Majesty's chargé 
affaires from what souree the above report emanated, I shall be very glad to receive 
the information. 

Thave, &c, 


©. GREENWAY, Managing Director, 


[23789] No. 5, 
Marling to Sir Bitcard Grey.—(Reevived July 2.) 


Gulahek, July 2, 1910. 
SITUATION in Uramia is, His Majesty's consul at ‘Tabreex reports, again giving 
cause for anxiety. Hitherto the outrages committed by the Kurds haye been of an 
isolated character, but they are becoming more general, and there seems reason to 
appreliend a union of the tribes for the purpose of looting the district. = 
One of the chief persecutors of the Christians is a certain Tidnur Agha, a ‘Turkish 
subject of Mesgaver resident at Uramia, and His Majesty's consul believes that a 
material improvement would follow his removal, but, the Persians are powerless 
to-act. 


[23797] No.0. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 272.) ‘ 
(Telegraphie.) P. Gulahek, July 2, 1910. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin, 

With reference to your telegram No, 199 of the 29th June, ; 

The recent delay’ in this matter is to some degree the fault of the Persian 
Government. M. Poklewski intimated before the end of May that he was willing to 
discuss the question of the withdrawal on certain terms (please see my telegram 
No. 285 of the 23rd May), but Persian Government, although he has moro than once 
given them on opening, have left his overtures unanswered. When I reminded 
Sardar Assad of this on the 27th June he admitted it tacitly, and later on the samo 
day he informed M. Poklowski that he would easily bo able to sottle the fitst two 
conditions attached by Russia to the withdrawal, which have already been accepted in 
principle by the Cabinet. 


(Seeret.) ; 

1. appears a mater of fact thatthe effect that tho withdraval mey produes 
is cansing some anxiety to one or tivo of the Persian Ministers as it did a month ago to 
Nasr-ul-Mulk himself. None of thom, however, dare avow it openly. 





[23798] No.7. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Haieard Grey—(Reecived July 2) 


) P. Gulahel, July 2, 1910 

LAST Monday a post-cart carrying European mail was held. up two stages west of 
Kazyin, on the Tebran-Resht road, by armed brigands. It is believed that, brigands 
intended to seize a silver caravan belonging to the Imperial Bank of Persia, which, 
however, although delayed, got through safel 
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[23501] No. 8. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 203, A 
We on ) Foreign Office, July 2, 1910. 
ROPOSED joint advance, : 

The India Office are prepared to approve redution of interest to 5 per cent, as 
suggested in your telegram of the 16th ultimo. ‘The Treasury have not as yet given 
their consent. ou he 

With roforenes to your telegram No. 256 of the 17th June, His Majesty's 
Government aro prepared to support Russian Government's opposition to the free 
import of silver, and are disposed to agree to the suggestions that the British and 
Russian representatives in Persia should use their discretion as regards the moment 
for informing Persian Government that the two Powers are willing to make the 
advance, 

Provided that nono of the southern customs receipts are applied to service of the 
new alvance till service of debts to Imperial Bank and of AngloTndian loans are 
fully discharged, aud that the accounts (as to payment of interest and repayment of 
capital) of the old and now advances should’ be kept separate, we are prepared to 
agroe that whole of customs revenue should, in the event of an application to the 
two Powers from the Persian Government, he used as security for whole of new. 
advance, 





[22188] No. 9. 


idward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 204.) Bree, 
(Velographic.) P, Foreign Ogice, July 2, 1910. 
ON the tnderstanding thi nment and bank debts are recoguised as prior 
lions, L ageee "charges on customs revenues being made 
perimanent, 
See your telegram No, 268 of the 20th June, 





(23501) No.0, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mv. O'Beirne. 
(No, 865.) . 
(Volewraphie.) P, Foreign Ofice, July 2, 1910, 
MLRASE inform M. Isvolsky of contents of my telegram No. 303 af tox 
Mr. Marling, 





(23799) No. 11. 


Mr, Marling to Sir dward Grey.—(Recetced Jul 
(No. 274.) 
(Wolegraphic,) P. Gulahek, July 3, 1910. 
PASSPOR fees to Bahrein, 
With reference to your telegram No, 202 of the 20th June, His Majesty's consul- 
general at Bushire reports that, the passes issued to Persians who are proceeding 
issued by a Per «at Bahrein. ‘This merchant also issues 
es to Persians returning to Persian ports from Bahtein, 
tndlividual in question has been a cause of trouble both to ourselves and to sheikh, 
ind has urged Persia to reassert her claim to the island in articles that he has written for 
the vernacular press, Tun id that sheikh would welcome his expulsion, and 
political agent is in 
Tagree in the ac 
‘AS soon as act 
verbally 
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[23796] No, 12. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 
St. Petersburgh, July 3, 1910, 
lovernment an aide-mémoire embodying the views 
ent, as expressed to Mr. Marling in your telegram No. 208 ob 
the Russian Government 


86 of the 13th February), 
of interest to 5 per cent, 








(23812) No. 13, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—{Reeeived July 4.) 


@o.81,) : 
ir, Telivan, May 26, 1910. 

TOBSERVE in your telegram No, 157 of the 19th May that the agpoat for tho 
thax tance of His Majesty's Logation on behalf of tho Allianco Tsrudlito was not mado be 
{int society itself, but by the AnglosJewish organisation, I am not. quite. cortain, eo 
Phat grounds the former body considers itself entitled to invoke British protecvicn, 
From its name it would appear to be a French organisation, and ii that coos ay 
assistance of the French Legation alone could be invoked. But, if my momonraerecs 
Ae fights enquiries sot on foot by your department at the request of His Najyetes 
Ambassador at Constantinople somo five or six years ago showed that tho Atieces 
Teraélite is registered in Loudon as trading concern aud posseosed an offs, thoier ie 
also appeared, however, thas the wholo businese of tho company was tracted tox 
Paris, and the natural conclusion was that the sole object of Fegisisation in London, 
to obtain the advantages of tho protection of His Majesty's Government abrord, ay 
Would now seem, from the fact that the AngloJewish Association has. mado the 
qpplcation to you, that the London branch of the Alliance ‘no longer existe, and, 
ins is so, there disappears with it any pretext for claiming the protection. of 1 
Majesty's Government abroad. 

[;ven if this is not so, I venture to submit that it is anomalous that. the Alliance 
should receive the two Powers, Its members, I understand 
from the Frencl an subjects, who have joined the 

protection which foreign Powors extend 

mit that inasmuch as to tho best of 

conducted as they are from Paris-—are in no 

ancement of British interests, the protection thereof should. be 

Legation, and that, supposing’ of course that the Alliance still 

its paper right to British protection, His Majesty's Legation should ouly take 
invitation of the French Minister, 

ne Krench Minister I should add, is entirely in agreement with this proposal, 

{eed scarcely say that it is not proposed that the legalion should. hot ate ite 

‘stance to British subjects in the employment of the Alliance Istadlite, Gach te 

Tarragona at Seuneh (see my despatch No, 82 of the 26th May), 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


——————— a ee 


[23813] No. 14, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived July 4.) 


Tehran, May 16, 1910, 
17 of the 19th instant, respecting a 
ie honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
sul at Kermanshah relative to an attack 
ona Jew a Senneh, 
(1738] C) 
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It will be seen that Mr. McDouall’s information was supplied by the director of 
the school of the Alliance israélite, Z ee 
“Lam jasiructing Mr. MeDopall that, in the circumstances, it will be better that 
Mr. Tarragano should not fly a flag, as though his house were a consulate, except in a 
crisis, ne 
= tava rapeet cesevat oi foeion trom lamas or from His Majesty's 
consul at Kermanshah of the recent anti-Jewish troubles at the former place, but the 
Frouch Minister has informed me that his assistatice was invoked by the’ Alliance 
isradlite in connection with them, and that the representations which he made in 
consequence to the Persian Government have resilted in satisfactory measures being 
taken for the security of the Hebrews in that town. 
Thaye, &, 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


—<—< ee 
Enclosure in No. 14. 
Const MeDouall to Mr. Marling. 


Kermanshah, May 14, 1910, 

WITH reference to paragraph 12 of my diary of the 4th May, I lave the hongur 
2. inform you that 1 have now received an account. of the rigt at Senneh from 
ir, Tarmagauo, director of the school of the Alliance isradlite and a British subject, 
ont which it appears that the riots had nothing to do with the schools directly. Hig 
account is to the following effect : 


On the 80th April a mob dragged a wealthy Jew named Duoud Koulonri into a 
Fete tia (ereatened to murder him alesse became  Mahommedan, on the 
groans that He had had intercourse with a Mahommedan woman, His relatives aml 
cthors state that this accusation was false, and was invented by a Jewish, convert iy 
Mahommedanism named Faradj Jedid, who had quarrel with him, After ng 
sce sanded, he agree to become a Mahommedan, but the Mollahs refused to accert 
Hin, Tho fanatics then dragged him into the courtyard and dispatched bine ete 
daggers, and rolled the corpse through the streots to his house in the Jewish suecion 
Rear that of Mr. Tnrragano, No one hal informed Mr. Tarragano of what wa going 
Ott or he would have adiressod tho local authorities, with whom he has. covtial 
relitions, A crowd of a 000 persons, the dregs of the town, rushed the 
Fietim’s House, and Logan carrying off velvets silks, and furniture, ‘The relattenn tea 
by the tormuees; the women, braving tho stones and insults of the mob, entrentad co 
old up holy books with no result, Nothing. stopped thei till forty soldier wha tna 
eon sent, for arrived request of the Jews the anthoritios sont fifty soldiers, 
who guard the quarter night and day. 

Gn’ the: following. day: tone ann ly a riot between the Mollahs and the 
soldiers, but was provented hy the authorities. 

On the bth, when Mr, ‘Turragatio wrote, the town was in its normal st 
cotnmissions had been formed to recover tho goods plundered, which aro valged ie 
about 30,000 tomans, and return them to their o ners, 

Mr, Tarragano adds that he was afraid to hoist. the British la Thad told 
him to do in dhe event of disturbances (vide my No, 49, dated the 15 December last), 
a ho feared that it would excite the mob more, He asks whether he ect fly the flag 

Sunday, that the people should become accustomed to it and know that he coe 
a British subjec 
Ay ihe ouly consulate a Sennch, that of Turkey, only fies the flag once week, 
if Mr ‘Torragano did 0 it would appear aa if he, tad, wore 4 consul, ed T aout ae 
it | When Kormnaushah was looted the British flag was hoiateteg ee 
or deaniH subjects and was respected by the mob, but have wo knowlelae ot 
Sennch, whore the people are le sed. 
Thave, & 
W. MeDOUALL. 





(23814) No. 15. 


Ar. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 
(No. 83.) 
‘Sir, Pohiran, May 88, 1910. 

AVITH reference to my telogram No. 203 of the Ist May, I havo ite hovers to 
Farce the Muchi-ed-Dowleh resigned the Ministry of Justice on the Slat instant 
and the Sardar Mansur was appointed to. succeed him. In -view of the fact however, 
{hat the presence of the former in the Cabinet was regarded as essential by the Pikes 
Minister, he has been. appointed Minister of Commerce, At the samo tits, Motineg 
Khaghan became Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, 

The accession of Sardar Mansur to the Cabinet is gonorally regirdod us a sign of 
the increasing influence of the party which favours good and intigate reletions oie 
Russia and Great Britain, 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(23815) No. 16. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4) 
No. 84.) 
’ Tehran, Ma 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge reecipt. of your desputsh Noo o7 oe che 
Sth ultimo, in which you were 90 good a8 to send me°certain documen {inclu 
Falation of tho Tease itself) relative to the Tonge of land near Dizhil by Aghi Abbas 
‘Tariverdieff 
As regards the lease, I would point out that the statement mado to Hix Majesty's 
qari at Kermanshah, by Nizam-es-Sultanch, and repeated to you tn my telogram 
Neat? of ithe 9th May, that tho longo nd boon granted 93) Ive uel, thee 
Nizamn-oe-Sultanch, is obviously fulse, as the signature im that of tho present Nizam 
(hi uneles name was Hussein Kuli) and the instrument also beara date cr tte oot 
HeSani, 1927 (20th Jume, 1909), whereas Hussein Kuli, Niznmos-Soltarshe dient 
Avgust 1908. ‘The Nizam assurance that. he could rovoke tho lesws berry avon 
moieent his signature is thus worthloss, I am inclined to believe thee the Nis 
motive in the whole transaction has be induce somo foreigner to acquire in 
interest in a py and $0 strengthen his position 
ment itself, and that when he 
estate, he entertained a vague 


In_ your abov You also did me the honour to request, an 
expres of my ity of a discussion of the easy with the Shuileh 
of Mohatmerah, If see no utility. 

‘p Would be to invite the Sheikh of Mohammerah to dispute 
e in question, with the ultimate aim of 
preventing by German capital taking practical 
shape. fi t any German capitalist hus an 
intention of is ight indeed, and the opinion. expres. 

by His Majest it is a very unpromising one for 
irrigation. wor H that, with or without Gorman support, 
anything 

IT nt ion to 


0 wih to tako action might perhaps raise a question 

Fersiau Government, to whom Nizam-es-Sultanoh would be-sueo tp 

ippeal for upport. | Wee havo already. given the uhelkh some proot af ore dea 

iis intresia by putting him on tho agent of thy Niznm‘adolug. hon Lene et 

rade enquiries as to what he knowof the transactions It theeoee appears to me that 

rile itis prinusily fortho shel to deside what his own iuterste eee oat 

sais ti, to raise a question in which wo may have eventually tp ety hime support 
‘against the Persian Government, possibly at an inconvenient motent: 
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In Major Cox’s opinion the sheikh will, sooner or later, endeavour to assert his: 
tights over the lands in question, and the projected visit of Tariverdieff and his party 
thither in the autumn will probably give kin an opportunity to do so, Bet Lave to 
reason for hastening that opportunity by any action on our part. ‘The sheikh, I believe, 
hus not suffered any material loss as yet, nor is he likely to do so during the next fow 
months, and T therefore eonear in your view that there is no object in discussing the 
subject with him at present, 

I think, however, that His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah should be furnished 

h all the particulars which we possess of the lease, &c,, for communication to the 
sheikh should he revert to the question, but with the instructions that he should not do 
anything to move the sheikh to raise the question 

‘The Russian Ministor, to whom I have mentioned the mutter more than one», seems 
quite disinterested in it. 

Thave, &e, 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





[23816] 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 4. 
Sok) 0 rey. —(Receined July 4.) 
cohen Yehran, June 

WITH reference to my a ». 72 of the Lith May, T have the honour to: 
transmit herewith copy of @ note received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
respecting the transaction recently concluded between the Persian Government and 


for the sale of Hormuz oxide, and the incidence of any claims that may 
arise therefrom, = 


Thave confined myself merely to acknowledging. its recoipt. 
Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Enclosure in No, 17. 


Note communicated to Mr, Marling by Persian Minister for Ror ign Agfa! 


_ IN reply to your notes of the 16th and 27th April Inst, respecting the sale of 
oxide in Hormuz, and the transaction entered into by the Muin-ut-Tujjar with 
Messrs, Weir, I have the honour to inform you that the matter was discussed with the 
Ministry of Finance, and the following is the purport of tho reply received from 
that Ministry. 
‘The transaction entered into by the Persian Government with Frank Striek for 
the sale of 80,000 tons of oxide of iron through Mr. Brown, assistant manager of the 
Tinporial Bank of Pen 
According to a document given to the Government, Messrs. Strick have efficiently 
guaranteed that all the claims of Messrs. Ellinger against the Muin-ut-Tujjar, or 

‘against the Persian Government on account of the above, should be settled hy them. 
‘The contents of the note of the Ministry of Finance show that the company will 

have no ground to claim any damages, and I therefore consider the question closed. 

Tavail, &e, 
(For the Minister for Foreign Affairs) 
SEKAT-UL-MULK. 


June 1, 1910. 





[23817] No. 18. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4 
Neon) iy 0 Sir Bilwar (Received July 4.) 
Sir, Tehran, June 4, 1910. 
o. 75 of the 1sth May, I have the honour to 


WITH reference to my despatch Ni 
py of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, 


transmit herewith cop 
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offering some observations on the general situation in Fars, especially with regard to the 
position of Soulet-et-Dowleh. 
Thave, &. 


CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Enclosure in No. 18. 


Acting Consul Smart to Mr. Marling, 
(No. 19.) 
Sir, Shiraz, May 6, 1910, 

IN continuation of telegraphic correspondence ending with my telegram No. 54 of 
the ath instant, I venture to offer a fow obmorvations on the gensral alcuation in Fare, 
with special reference to the question of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 

The town of Shiraz has been exceptionally quiet, in spite of the absence of any 
real authority. I need not insist on the state of the Ispaban road, which has been 
closed to caravans for over two months, ‘The post is robbed with monotonous regularity, 
And, if by oxception, a post gets through safely, it haa only to thank the forbearance of 
the robbers. North of Abadeh the Kubgelus, and south of Dehbid the Arabs, appear 
to be in undisputed possession of the road, Nasr-ed-Dowleh, who is now among the 
Arabs at Kenareh, seems to have lost control of them for the present. ‘The Jirreh 
route, under Soulet’s care, has been safe, bub is now closed to down traflie, Without 
notifying or consulting the Fars authorities, to whom he had given written guarantecs 
for the policing of the road, he suddenly informed the merchants of Shiraz that, after 
sixteen days he would be no longer responsible for any new caravans on the Jirreh, 
road. The result is the suspension of all. transport trade pending the conclusion of 
Some new arrangement with Soulet, who is now in Khan-i-Khabis, where delegates of 
the merchants have gone out to seo him. It is said that he wishes: to change the 
Bushire road to the Firuzabad route, and to assume charge of the Ispabian rond, 

The telegraph lines have been suffering much from interruptions, on the north by 
Arabs, on the south by Kashgais. ‘he behaviour of the latter round Dastarjin, where 
they are continually eutting the wires, breaking into the telegraph office, stripping the 
gholams, is far worse than in previous years, Solet promised My, Bill that. this. year 
his tribe would avoid Dastarjin on their march northwards, ‘Ten days ayo tho Dara 
shoori section of the tribe passed through Dastarjin, making havoo on its way. To my 
complains Soulet replied that, to his regret, this one tribe had heen foreed to pass 
through Dastasjin, but that he did not believe the Darashoort capable of such improper 
behaviour, Since then, one by one, the different tribes of the Kashgais have passed, or 

passing, through Dastarjin, each addi juota to the work of destruction, 
Beyond unfulfilled promises of preventative or punitive measures and expressions of 

, mny representations to Soulet appear to have as yet, produced little effect, 

About a month ago, a forse unier Muhammed “Ali Khan Kashguli, at, Soulotis 

ing, captured Konartakhteh and killed Muhammed Ismail, headman of the late 
Hyder Beg of Kamarij, killed last year. Soulet was generally believed to he conte. 
plating an attack on Kamarij in order to get, possession of arms and ammunition reported 
to be stored there as well as to revenge himselt on Mollah Khurshid for having killed 
one of his protégés, Mollah Khurshid, however, encouraged by the news of Zaygham's 
coming, deed Soulet, who apparently thought an attack on an almost impregoable 
stronghold like Kamatj was too risky an operation. : 

nulet’s successes in preventing Ala-ed-Dowleh's appointment lastsummer, in foreing 
the Jirreh route on the Far’s authorities, in bringing about the failure of Saham- 
ed-Dowleh’s administration, have immensely strengthened his position, He has 
abused his power by adopting an attitude hardly distinguishable from revolt. You havo 
no doubt been informed of his intrigues with the Sheikh of Moharnmerah and the Vali 
of Pusht-i-Kub from othersources, From the information at my disposal here, I gather 
that the sheikh responded with much caution to his advances, offering mone 
Soulet but expressing his inability to supply troops on the ground that his Arab 
could not be brought to fight side by side with Teasyats “Soule also approached Nasr- 
ed-Dowleh, who, from fear, gaye an ambiguous answer, which showed the former that ho 
could not rely on the Kawwamis for the furtherance of hi 
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rate, « partial failure in the attempt to form a league of the south hostile to the central 
Government. 
After his threats against the Governor-General and his insulting telegrams to 
‘Tehran, shown to youby Mr. Barker, Soule ‘appears to have calmed down for the moment, 
thaps owing to the exchange of Ministries effected by Sardar Assad and Sipahdan, 
Homeves, hs has compromised. hinwelf no hopelessly that mutual confidence between 
him and the Governor-General is alinost an impossibilit 
Of course there is much to be said in defence of Soulet, who, with reason, suspects 
the intentions of the Persian Government towards him. I presume, however, that we 
‘are not concerned with the rights and wrongs of the question but have only to consider 
the likeliest mothod of restoring order in Fars. I'venture to think that, if we intervene 
at all, our intervention should be directed to supporting the recognised authorities rather 
than to encouraging a rebel, suspected of complicity im attackson British and Reson 
consuls, an ambitious schomer, who has given no proof of prudent statesmansh; 
nomad ‘chief, to whose interest it is to have a weak Government. Moreover, it is 
more than doubtful whether our intervention on behalf of Soulet would, except in some 
very drastio form, succeed in averting an eventual conflict or in bringing about 
Go-operation between him and the Persian Government, while it would most certainly. 
weaken the hands of the latter. "The longer the Persian Gow 
reokoning with Soulet, the more fi 
probably” increase year by yeu 
unless the Persian ” Government, 
Zalinv-es-Sultaneh does not suece 




















sian Government get undisputed possession 
do not think that, in view of the weakness of the 
should be justified in influencing them in any way against 
‘They are in a much better’ position than we to judge of the chanees of an 
anti-Soulet policy, and we cannot risk the responsibility: of encouraging them to action, 
Which anight revit in disaster, I submit, therefore, that, the only fair and prudent 
policy for us is to stand aloof and w le, with the option of intervening 
favourable opportu of law and order, 

ature, with much diflidence, to express the opinion that the solution of the 
present situation is not yet beyond the power of tho Persian Government, if only they 
can be awakened to its seriousness and incited to energetic action, On the condition 
that Soulet does not upset their eaeulations by move, which is always 
possible aud would quite change the aspect of”allaits, the Persian Government, have 
no} an impossible task before them. Soulet dominates his tribesmen by fear, but. is 

‘and avarice. Of course the wealth ke 
d, if he could bring himself to part with it 
On the other hand, Zayyham, if officially appointed 
st certainly rely on the support of the most. powerful 




































at the right moment, could al 
tribe of the Kushgais, the S hishbouloukis, whose chief, Ahmed Khan, is his father-i 











Jaws. It is not unreasonable to suppose that, given the presence of a strong governor 
With n moderate foree, the defection of this tribe would draw away others in its train, 
Moreover, expetionee seems to show that the Persian Goverment, in dealin 
rebellious tribysmen, has lurdly ever had to fight against an united tribe. At 
sign of resolution, backed by armed foree, the ss compromised enerall 
secede and make their peace with the Gov Tt would seem that. the tas 
confronting the Persian Government in Fars is, for instance, simpler than the formidable 
problem which they successfully solved in Eastern Azerbaijan. If only the Persian 
Government, instead of the rabble, which appears to be aceompanying Zafirses-Sultanch, 
Rould despatch to Fars uuder Yeprem the small disciplined forev, which destroyed the 
Jogend of Rahim Khan's invincibility, L think thatthe danger of a successfl rebellion 
here would be avert 
‘The day on whieh Ziygham, having first reached Shiraz, was officially appointed 
Ulan’ and based bya free ah as Teco deoretet above, Soule, unless he got help 
from outside Fars, would be in a vi arious position. Such a delicate and 
dangerous policy requires q strong its execution, and unfortunately Fars at 
this etiss of its history seins about to be entrusted to the hands of @ weak Governor= 
neral, 


Moreover; the opinion of Persians here seems to be that the Persian Government 









































































n 
are incapable of making the samo effort for Fars as they did for Azerbaijan, aid the 
reason is obvious. When confronted with the crisis of Eastern Avexbaijon ast anti 
the Persian Government knew that failure to cope with it might resule in a general 
Russian occupation of Azerbaijan, ‘The result was that remarkable display of energy 
and really brilliaut campaign in the suows of an Azerbaijan winter, terminating in the 
suppression of the rebellion, Here this stimulant is lacking, for the Porsiins know 
only too well that our policy would lead us to avoid bringing in troops at almost any 
cost. It is therefore very desirable that we should direct our attention to discovering 
some stimulant which would really drive the Persian Government into vigorous action, 
Though T am reluctant to differ trom those who haye much more experience of the 
south than myself, I cannot help adhering to the opinion, already expressed in my 
telegram, that an increase in the consular escort ab Shiraz is unlikely. to. act, aa the 
desired stimulant, ‘Tho Persian Government, not suspecting us of any lilterior designs, 
would not probably object excessively to the presence of a squadron of British cavalry 
at Shiraz with its restraining influence on the unruly elements in the provinee, 

Tbeliove that even vague threats of intervention couched in yeneral terms would 
have more effect on the Persian Government than the prospect of an increase in the 
Shiraz consular escort, 
I would add that my observations are mainly founded on local data, 
situation may be radically affected by outside factors, such as the attitude 
of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, &e, I have no doubt, therelore, that you will 
check my statements by the reports of Colonel Cox, who, with is riper wxperieice, 
is of course ina much better position to judge of the possibilities of the situation, 
Thave, &e, 

W, A. SMART, 




















[23818] No. 19. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeoived July 4.) 





; Pehvan, June 1, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 82 of tho 26th ultimo respecting disorders’ at 
Senneh, Kurdistan, [have the honour to transmit herowith a furthor despatch which I 
have received from His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah on tho subject of thé danger 
to which Mr. Tarragano is exposed. 

Mr. MeDouall is of opinion that there is sometl 
that gentleman's suggestion, that he should be app 
Majesty’s Government with a view to his recoiving 
present enjoys. 

I do not, however, myself think that the circumstances warrant the creation 
of consular post: merely to afford better security to Mr. Tarragano. We know very 
Tittle of the events which brought about. the murder of Daoud Koulouri xcept 
from Mr. Tarragano's own account, and tho fact that no appeal for assistance wi 
by the Alliance isradlite to the French Legation soc 
the murder was due to oth than simple anti-semitism, and that Mr. Tarragano 
is unduly alarmist, T have, however, addressed a noto to the Persian Government, 
requesting that prompt measures be taken for the maintenance of order and the protect 
tion of British subjects in Sennoh. 









ig to be said in support of 
ted sin honorary agent of His 
jore adequato protection than ho at 











made 
ns to point to the possibility that 















Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 





————e ee SS 
mnclosure in No. 19, 












Consul MeDouall to Mr. Marling. 


Kermanshah, May 28, 1910. 
despatch No. 40, dated the 14th May, regarding disorders 
in Senneh, Kurdistan, [have the honour to inform you that Mr, Tarragano reports, but 
without giving dates, that after the murder of Daoud Koulouri the Simday passed 
without incident, and he had proposed reopening the Alliance schools on Mond 
Farly on Monday, Haji Sheikh Abdullah, a very influential divine, sent to inforin him 
that ‘the night before 800 persons had’ collected outside the town and apprised him 
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of their intention to run all risks to release the converted Jew, Faradj Djedid, from the 
prison where he had been confined by the acting governor, Mushir-ed-Diwan, and to- 
fattack not only the Jewish quarter but also Mr, Tarragano's house, On this Mr. Tarra 
sano at once sont his family to the Turkish consulate, and proceeded to the sheikh, who 
confirmed his message, and added: “I have up to now done all I possibly could to 
restrain the ignorant crowd, and to-day, feeling that I could not control them, I have 
done my duty asa man and a friend by informing you of their project.” 

Mr; ‘Tartagano then proceeded to the acting governor, encountering; unkind looks 
from the crowd in the street, and informed him of his conversation. Mushir-ed-Diwan 
refused to release his prisoner, but after some correspondence with the sheikh, on the 
latter agreeing to be guaranteo for Farad, he set him at liberty and the crowd calmed, 

Mr. Tarragano is of opinion that this calm is only outward, and on the first 
‘occasion the fanaticism will break out again. fies 

He statos that there being neither governor nor karguzar the whole provines is in 
astate of anarchy. Every night many shots are fired, houses are robbed, and men 
killed or wounded, : 

Aftor alluding to his request to he allowed to fly the British flag once @ week, ci 
imy despatch above rele ho asks if it would be possible to make hiny honorary 
agent ("“votro représentant ici & titre honoraire”). He would always hold himself at 
the disposition of the logation to render any services required, 

Iwould bring this last suggestion to your consideration, As it is difficult to 
obtain news of Kurdistan here, aud Mr. Tarragano is a British subject, and there are 
schools of the Alliance isruélite there entitled to our protection, 1 am of opinion that 
there is something to be said in support of the suggestion, Mr. Tarragano, as appears 
from his letters and confirmed by enquiries here, has cordial relations with the 
authorities, and evidently has tact. He expects to remain in Sennch for anothier three 
years, 







































Thave, &c, 
W. MeDOU 





LL. 









(23820) aore. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Rdward Grey-—(Received July 4.) 
Gulahek, June 8, 1910. 
3 of tho 28th May, I have the honour to 
transmit h copy of the agreement concluded ou the 26th May between the 
Persian Government and the Imperial Bank of Persia for the amal ad 
liquidation of the debts due by the former to the Intter, and also for the service and 
amortisation of the sterling loan, made through the bank by the Government of Indi 
and His Majesty's Government in 1903-4, 

‘The instrument is supplemented by three letters addressed by the bank to the 
Minister of Binanc 

ho first, dat d June, provides that the Persian Government will receive 

in Toliran for any sums duc to it from the customs revenues, on the sa 

ment thereof is made to the bank or its agents in the Gulf. ports (i. 
Persian Government shill sot be liable for interest during the time of tra 
of specie to Tehran), and that the cost of transmission will be aeran, 
Customs, 












WITH reference to my telegram No. 2 

































with the 








second, also under date of the nd June, provides for the suspension, 
authorised by your telegram No, 110 of the 22nd April, of payments on capital account 
of the sterling loan of 1903-4; while the third, dated the 4th June, gives the Persian 
i ‘nt the option, when the total debt has been reduced to the limits allowed in 
the bank's concession, of allowing that amount to stand over. 

T should mention that the preseut agreement does not settle all the questions at 
issue between the bank and the Persian Government, but that the bank still bas 
oustanding claims amounting in all, as chown by the enclosed list, to 1,042,329-75 krane 

Mr, Rogers, the acting r of the Imperial Bink of Persia, assured me that 
hho was quite convinoed that there would be no difficulty in coming to an equitable 
sottlement of the various items, but that would take some little time to examine 
them all, be thought it better, and Ti with him, not to defer the conclusion of 
the agreement. 







































ter off fact, an understandin 





of the unsigned or cancelled bank 
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otes stolen on vatious occasions that figure in the above-mentioned list, h 
been reached, by which the Pontan Goering agroo to reimburse to the bent 
value of all such notes that may be presented for payment 










Enclosure 1 in No, 20. 
Agreement between Persian Government and the Imperial Bank of Persia, 


IN conformity with the negotiations which have taken place between the Persi 
Government and the Insperial Bank of Persia, it is hereby fen aay ee 


1. The consolidation of the several amounts due to the Imperial Bank of Poms 
according to the statement. rendered to and accepted by the Borsian Government, i 
bereby elfected, and the interest payable thereon from the 21st Manch, 1910, fe heed cy 
the rate of 7 per cent, per annum, 

2. Payment of interest on the loan 
effected by the Persian Government payi 
8,729,390°95 krans, as set forth in clause 
‘of $10,782'60 krans covering a period of fifteen 

3. As secur 













Government bind themselves by the terms of thi 
Imperial Bank of P 4 iseinay 


the above-named ports for a, 
bo totally extinguished, 
Bank of Persia, week by week, 
r of the Persian Gulf’ports, ipeluding 
Imperial Bank of Persia will render to the Persian 
on the 21st of each month, accounts of all such receipts, and the 
urplus after {lie provision hat len mae fiom such funds to. meot the 
Amount requtired for amortisation of capital and paymer nt of i est, — 
shall be abthe disposal of the Persian Sine. ; et eeu aaah 


. 5. In the event of the receipts of the above-me 
falling below the amount required for the se 
binds itself to make good any such doficieney thom other sources of Gover ent 


Customs for the ance iueet the obligation to the bank undertaken by the Southern 
Customs for the month in question, 


caste e ty Persian Government binds iteolf to discontinue ull drafts on the Southern 
Catton other than for actual udministrutive expenses inimediately commectea sith ste 
collection of their receipts until the monthly amount due to the bank shall huve 
been paid. 
7. The Persian Government has the option of repaying the w 
the end of any one yenr, viz, the 20th March, and it is greed that 
in writing two months before the end of any such ye 
the Persian Government to take advantage of this 
; ho Tmporial Bank of Porsia will allow the Beisian Government, interest at the 
Tee PRT Ber cont. per annum on all funds paid in for the redemption of the lone fhe 
os day on which they are paid in to the date on which they aro applied for that 
purpose, 

9. And it is further agreed that, as regards the sterling loan of 290,000, of 1903-4, 
the payment of the interest and redemption of capital aroun ing on the ¥ist March, 
1210; “with arrears, to $14,2811. 162, 4d.—shull be paid off in fifteen equal annual 
instalments of 80,2781, 124. 7d., and in caso the other rovenues alltel to Morente 
the loan by the convention of the Ist September, 1904, should prove insufficient dhe 
Imperial Bank of Persia agrees, and is hereby authorised, to apply any surplus 
Payment rahe gargs, the receipts of the above-mentioned Persian’ Gulf ports, ites 
Payrman¢ of the said monthly instalments (of $10,782-60 krans) to the payntent of to 
aunual instalment of $0,278/. 12s. 7d., the payment being made in on monthly 


ieicieanie Provided in article 4 of tho present agreement, It is clearly understood 




















mentioned porte for any one month 
ce of the debt, the Persii n Government 















hole of the debt at 
i otice will be given 
in which it is the intention of 
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tliat in all other respests the provisions of the Loan Convention of 19@4 remain in 
full force, 
Dated this 26th day of May, 1910. 
VOSOUK-ED-DOWLEH. 
8. ROGERS. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 20. 
Tmperial Bank of Persia to the Minister of Finance, Tehran, 


Your Excellency, June 2, 1910, 
WITH reference to the payment to be made by the Customs to the Gulf ports 
including Mohammerah and Ahwaz, under the terms of the agreement of the 26th ultimo 
between the Persian Government und the Imperial Bank of Persia, the cost of remitting 
these payments to Tehran is to be arranged with the Customs administration, and the 
Persian Government will receive credit in Tehran value the date on which payment is 
made to the bank or its agents at the respective ports, 
We are, &e, 
For the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
D, BROWN (for Deputy Manager). 


—— 
Enclosure 3 in No. 20, 


Imperial Bank of Persia to the Minister of Pinance, Tehran, 


Your Excellency, June 2, 1910. 
IN clause 9 of the agreement of the 26th ultimo between the Persian Government 
and the Liuperial Bank of Persia, provision is mado for the repayment of the sterling 
loan of mounting, with arream, to 8L4,2810, 16. dd. on the 21st March, 1910, 
ay! 


redemption of capital and payment of interest taking the form of fifteen equal ‘yearly 
instalments of 30,278 12s, 7d. payable by the terms of the said clause, 

We now bey to confirm the arrangement which has been come to, by which interest 
only will bo payable on this loan for a period of three years, from the 2ist March, 1910, 
to 20th March, 1918, the amortisation in fifteen aunval instalments of 30,278. 12s, 7d. 
covering principal and interest, beginning from the 21st March, 1913. Payment of each 
‘annual instalment will be made in twelve equal monthly instalments, as provided in the 
sbove-mentioned agreement. 

In virtue of the foregoing modification to the agreement of the 26th ultimo, the 
sterling loan is to be completely paid uff by the 20th March, 1928, instead of the 
20th March, 1925, 

We are, &e, 
For the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
D. BROWN (for Deputy Manager), 


—<$———ee 
Enclosure 4 in No, 20, 


Imperial Bank of Persia to the Minister of Finance, Tehran. 


Your Bxcellency, June 4, 1910, 
WITH releronee to the agreement entered into on the 26th May between the 
Persian Government and the bank for the consolidation of the several amounts due to 
the bank, and, as laid down in clause 2 of the agreement for the repayment of capital 
‘and interest by fifteen yearly instalments of 3,720,390:95 kraus each, we would inform 
yout Excellency that, when the capital sum hag been reduced to’ within the limite 
Provided for in. the nuk’'s concession, there would be uo objection to allowing that 
amount to stand over, 
We are, &e, 
For the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
D. BROWN (for Deputy Manager), 


——$—<$<—<—$——— 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 20, 


ist of Outstanding Claims of the Imperial Bank of Persia on the Persian 
Goverment on March 20, 1910, 
Krans, 
1. Sardar Mansoor (as, per separate statement). 108,882"45 
2% Authority of Fars (as per s-parae statement). 447,855 
3. Cancelled notes stolen near Yezd in December 1908 ~31,900-00 
i i Bushire in November 1908 | + 19300-00 
»  Fobrury 1009 2S 30,51000 
‘Yezdikhast, September 1908 648,860 
Less recovered. A 79.860 
——= _569,000:00 
7. Rukned-Dowleh, ofa Kerman bil 0. = 400,786°50. 
A. H. Wright (an official of the bank from whom property was 
robbed) been 
9, Acceptance ofa A 


Total. 





(24038) 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 


4. Commercial. Confidential.) 
, Bushire, June 8, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 2, Commercial, dated the 12th May, 1909, I 
havo the honour to submit a copy of the report drawn ‘up by Mr. Vico-Consul Chick 
upon the operations of the Hamburg-Amerika Company during the third year of their 
service to the Persian Gulf. 
‘The statistics furnished indicate that the freights obtained by the company wero 
Tess than those of the preceding year (1007 but this is not 
the depression which prevailed in, shipping circles gonorally 
during tended also into this, the continued and aggravated chaos 
which prevailed in Southern Persia both depressed import and reduced the export 
trade, always meagre at the be 
Kerosene ° operated 
before the 
Tho 
sugar problem i y Il be seen, however, from 
the detail Mr, Chick’: a i product and in seeking 
leavours have not heen 


erations, in spite of the depressing conditions gonorally 
prevail n to be progressing very satisfactorily at the present time, if ono my 
Judge by the number of sailings they have lately been able to arrange, No doubt tho 
Tequirements of the oil company have thrown a good deal of business in. their way 
and will continue to do so. A regular service, however, with a regular call at Bahtei 
especially on the homeward voyage, is still the chief desideratum—that is, if wo excopt 
the resumption of their call at Antwerp—a course which, however desirable from or 
local point of view, is one they would presumably adopt of their own accord if they 
thought it to their own ultimate advantage to do so, 

On the whole, I think that the present report indicates that. British efforts to meet 
the German competition are beginning to make some progress, 

As regards the present position of Messrs, Wénckhaus and Co. outwardly they 
do not seem to be relaxing their activity in any way, except temporarily at Bushire, 
where, owing to the insecurity of the routes to the interior, there is practically no 
business for them ta do, e time being they havo transferred their Buropean 
representative to Lingah, where they still have things their own way; now, however, 
that we have a viee-consul there, and that Messrs, Gray, Paul are at last sonding 
European to represent them, it is to be hoped that the position will improve, 

‘As to their actual position, it is difficult to conjecture confidently, ‘he 
same damaging rumours are still heard, and tho firm'Yeport that Messrs, ‘Traut 
Sturkeu do not propose to renew their deed of partnership lends some colour to them, 
Tt is interesting, too, to note that there is reason to believe that the personnel of ‘the 





16 


Belgian Customs Administration, who, owing to the very strennous official support According to figures forwarded by His Majesty's consul at Bussorab, inports to 

given to the firm by the Gennan Consulate and Legation, have hitherto famd than Bussorah and’ Bagdad by German steamers for the calendar years 1907, 1908, 1909, 

selves obliged to tolerate a great deal of irregularity from them, have at last seen thar wero:— 

Way to assert themselves in some measure, and no longer treat Messrs, Wonckhaas 

and Co. a8 & semi-oficial German institution whose absolute good faith and purite of Geilo 

method must always bo taken for granted and considered proof against imperctarent i 2 

Consequently, while it is hardly open to donbt that unscrupulous representatives of tho 

frm ad de Pesan ascites in collusion with then have not hesitated in the reent Exports from the Gulf. 

Past to tako advantage of the facilities which exist for enterprise in the directing ot eee = : 

contraband trade both in ariys and other highly-taxed articles, there 1a roteon te vais OF the nine ships employed by the Hamburg-Amorika Company during 1908-09, 

that, owing to the bolder attitude now assumed hy the Customs Administration es the three left the Gulf for India and Ceylon in ballast on account of tho iusullicient cargo 

result of mature experience of the firm, the latter is hecoming more circumspect ia ite ‘fisting in Gulf ports. Only threo vessels appear to have called at Mohammerah on 

methods of business, the homeward voyage, and unfortunately no details of the eargoea taken wero noted, 
Thave, but this was probably very small. The figures for export cargo are thus ~~ 


P, %. COX, Lieutenant-Colonch, 

British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and His 1907-8, 1908-9, 

Britannic Majesty's Consul-General. for 

Pars, &e. Muscat, : % 

a Bunder Abbas 1, his 
9172 

closure in No. 21, os 
Report by Viee-Oonaul Chick on Corman Shipping and Trade in the Persian Gulf a0 
for the period October 1908 to September 1909. - 








oa08 
THE third year of steamer sailings of the Hamburg. ‘ika line to the Persian 180, . oan) 
Gulf covers the period Oota + LWOS to Septenntior 1909, dusing: which eight steamers 
of the company im question andl one steamer (of Danish’ nationality) chartered by the 
Company «sited the Calf ports. In the two Ses re tieatiater of sailings had The great bulk of the cargo taken from the Gulf was as usual from Busgorah and 
hoon thirteen and twelve respectively, and thus there is no doubt that the German line Bagdad, and a comparison with the figures compiled by His Majos y's consul at, 
has felt, similarly to. the British conference lines, the effect of the unsatisfactory Bussorah for the previous calendar years 1907 and 1908 shows :— 
Condition of trade in ‘Purkish Arabia and Southom Persia. ‘Pho absence of weal 
qehort from tho ‘Tigris, the absolute failure of the erops in. the Karum valleycand. the 1907 1908 1009 
disturbed irkets for imported! goods in Southern Persia have affected all (11 ships), | GY ships). | (9 ships). 
particularly steamer lines running between the Gulf and , and the 
& comparative figures ropresent the corresponding dvereaso in Brits shipping into «| 17.800 16,001 5004 
for the yeu Also packages, 103/098 78,608 98,768 


























Analysis of the Import Cargo. 


Tables are appended to show the details of the merchandise imported by the 

—— German steamers at the several ports of the Persian Gulf; there is little to add to 

I gcta Bese ouanaer the report on German trade for 1907-08, for the classes, qualities, and. brands of 
itveknal St Series ? tho various articles are essentially tho same, 


Wet ta aun Navigation ‘The German shipping line continues to rely largely upon sugar and kerosene for 
om 


its outward cargoes, and in fact the remarkable manner in which its hold over the 
ee carrying trade of sugar consigned for Gulf ports las been increased affords ground for 
Aen fearing lest Germany should aequire a monopoly of the sugar trado here, 
sorts toi Gthf ‘The following figures are extracted from the table attached : 








sn tne toll Bumber of packages imported by the nino German steamers in question 
{n the year under review, to all Gulf ports except Bussorah, was as compared (atk ike 1900-7, 1907-8, 


two previous year 
So Ske ae ee ee tal sugar — 


1900-7, 19 1968-9, fuscat 660 
Bunder Abbas 9838 
4019, 








; = i “00 

Bunter Abba : 5 4,050 

Linga pitty 

Bahrein 2) Fs 

Uhtire e 20418 

Mohatnerab °7 ty 4 

Ahwaz 6) 3 “ ; Bussorah and Bagdad during: 
calendar’ years 1907, 190m 
and 1909.” bags 26,908 
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Tpateoge 
Mores. ost 
1.035 

Lingah are 
Batre So 
Bishire 3,000 
Motatnsorat 1750 


18.600 
Busorah snd Baga durin 

fondar” yearn Ta0T, iS 

1900 2 easeaand bags | 27,841 








The increase in the import of sugar to all Gulf ports save Bussorah from 
23,311 packages. in 1906-7 to 30,378 packages in 1908-0 is notable, especially when 
the adverse conditions of trade in Southern Persin during the last two years, and the 
reduction in the number of vessels are taken into account, 

‘The German firm, Wénekhaus and Co,, agents of the Hamburg-Amerika line, are 
interesting themsolves actively in the sugar trade in all Gulf ports, and, as the German, 
‘vessels alone at present maintain a direct connection between Hamburg and Antwe 


and Gulf ports, they aro necessarily profiting by theiradvantageous situation ns regards 
this trade, 


Kerosene, 


‘Tho imports of Hungarian kerosene from Fiume, first introduced by 
Messrs, Winekhaus and Co. in 1907, totalled for the year under review : 


Moseat 


Tinga 
Tarot 
Baste: 


51,700 


and tho German firm has established a deposit at Mohammerah, partly for the reason 
that facilities there are better for storing kerosene than in Bussorah. 


Other principal Imports. 


sony besides sugar and Kerosene, which account for 82,078 packages, th 
imports, that go to make up the total of 104,410 imported packages, af 


Coffeo— 
Lingah, Babrefa, and Muscat 

Woot for da = 
‘Muscat and Mobamimerah, 


Canes, 


Mesars, Wonckhaus and Co. aud the Hamburq-Amerika Ci 
interdependence of the Hamburg-Ame: 

Messrs. Wonckhiaus and Co, it 
packages out of a total of 125; 
property of Messrs. Wonckhaus 


mipang.—As regards the 
a service to the Gulf and the business of 
shown in the report of 1907-8, that 68,296 
‘863 imported to various ports were either the own 
and Co, or eonsigned to them for their clients. 
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~~ For the year 1908-9, out of a total of 104,410 packages the following may be 
similarly ascribed to Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co.:— 


Toallsifports «51,200 cases Kerosaue (Fume). 
Tome 12210 et ea (Ante 
28 aos cya og ARE 
1,800 bag eryatil sugar Ulambarg). 
590 se wscow dies Guien) 
1,200 "yaudlan Antwerp) 
93 |, beer Ciambargy 
80. matches lant, 
2 5, cottons (Hamburg) 
2, sn ab) 
ToBabrein.. 5,889 tage coffeo (Hamburg) 
To Lingah (at least) *: a0 ts a uate, 
2500 tags coal sar ang) 
207» eslee (Hauburg). 
Feros ofthe ma 
fo Bundor Abbas 24 saga (per Lydia, 
a0) beer 
+ varus, 
‘To Mobamraerah 0 age sugar (Haag) 
Heueosaber nee eas 
dftmtnr 
5} window glass (Antwerp). 
3 matches (smburg) 
105 packages. mlscllaicoos (am 
ttre) 
Toll eg, 780 


‘Thus Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co.'s share of the total cargo imported to Gulf 
ports was considerably higher than that of 1907-8. 

It is satisfactory to note that British firms have, on the whole, made less uso of the 
ino in 1908-9 than in 1907-8, when it was demonstrated that they had) been 
responsible for giving 22,468 packages of freight to the German steamers, 

Messrs. Ziegler's importa to Bushire were :— 

Bags of sugar 8,250 
Caden of ea ‘50 
(see mation 255 
Hb ctone % 
Cates dra 

(ses lampewrars 20 
Packages various + 22 


Lynch Brothers imported to Mohammerah :— 


Caser nar 
Bags sar 
Case etches 
Gaseniaigo 


Total packages 
Gray, Paul, and Co. imported :— 
Bags sugar (to Motammerat) 


Cases sugar (to Lingal) « 
Bags coffee (to Bahrein) <: 


Cases matchen had e 


‘Total packages 


Other British firms imported $18 packages. 

The total number of packages imported by or consigned to British firms por 
German steamers was thus 8,249, a great. decrease on the 22,468. packages similarly 
brought in 1907-8. As regards the continental sugar, which forms the Sane of this 
year’s amount, I was informed by Messrs. Ziegler’s agent in May 1900 that he had 
written several times to Manchester most strongly on the subject of shipments by 
Hamburg-Amerika steamers ; further, that the Manchester firm had advised the 
Société de !'Exportation des Sucres that continued shipments by this lino would 
Prejudice their business with the société. He assured me that ‘the société would 
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ty bales were imported 
tish steamers, whereas 


Gulf (exclusive of Bussorah) are concerned, the 
is Wonekhaus and Co. and the above-mentioned 
the other 25,000 packages varies, and remains 


jai wuming that the British firms will endeavour to restrict their use of the line to 

se iainnun, thero rests the question as to hiow far Messrs, Wonekhaus and Co.'s imports 

gre 40 likely to bey or can be, curtailed as to starve the German line of a great de ct 

freight. Obviously the ite tition is most needed as a method of 
attacking thei 

Oil Company’s 

ier, pending the opening 

xany svould not put a British oil on the 

of Messrs. Wonekhaus and Co., and 

mpany were debarred by an agreement with the 

from selling oil in the Gulf sphere, ‘The Anglo-Persian 

ood enough to stimulate the Asiatic Petroleum Company 

‘nglish staff in Bombay last autumn to spy out the land, and 

; h Asiatic ofl in the 


is not a British export, and the company 
compete in price; but the managing agents of 
at “it will not be long before Persian oil comes 
when no foreign brand should be able to find a 
In anticipation, the names of suitable agents 
ersian Oil Company, 
‘onably expected that after another two years Messrs 
ble to do much business in Kerosene, and the German 
loser of 

1 Co, do the largest 

gested in the re 


nglish 
nducted by Me i 

and Co. have granted a special sty’s consuls and 
‘al agents all round the Gulf hav 0 further purchases of 
crystals 4 h who come under th ence. ‘The crystal 

Kely to compete very fayourably with the Austri 
ls 4, and S.D, exported from Hamburg, which now hold the market, 
sng tiishipment charges in the Gulf militate at prosent against Bahtein and Ieee 
Doing ablo to make uso of these British ervatals, for. tho home lines by whit at 

outward freight is conceded do not call at Bahrein and Kowoit, 

aneiue Crystal Sugar.—Doving the year under report only 250 bags had been 
consigned to lower Gulf ports by the Anglo-Ceylon and Gener] Katee Company, 
Ppa alled, however, to fill orders for a very much Ineger quantity offs ac ae by 
Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co, slowness of communication with 
Mauritius nearly direo is the chief obstacle to trade with Mauritius 
sugar being pushed he communication at 3 rs, 1a, per word is 
prohibi be possible to obtain a reduction of this 
ith the sugar company in Mauritius for the 
Quotations to Bushire at stated intervals, to hold good for a 


immediately handed on to His Majesty's consuls and 
Several ports, and by them communicated to Messrs. Gray, 
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Loa} Sugar—No steps by Messrs. Tate and Sons or other firms in England seem 
to have as yet been taken to offer competition to the Belgian brands IT, and U,1.0, 
which at present hold the public taste in Southern Persia, and aro brought out direct 
from Antwerp in these German steamers calling at Bushire. 

According to manifests of British steamers, calling at Bushire in the period undor 
reviow no operations direct with Antwerp are shown, but 650 cases of loat sugar from 
Antwerp were carried by vessels of the Anglo-Algerian Company on their London 


manifests, and must haye been transhipped, 


Coffee—The direct German service from Hamburg to Bakroin and Bussorab, 
which together import. some 12,000 bags yearly by the Hamburg-Amorika steamers, 
undoubtedly puts Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. in a stronger position as regards the 
rico of froight than, their English rivals, Figures. showing the imports by 
Tlessre Gray, Pasl, and Co by British India Steam Navigation Company's steamers 
for a corresponding period are not yet to hand. Periodical calls by steamers of the 
Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall lines at Bahrein with import cargo may also be expected 
to produce some substantial diminution in the number of bags carried by the 
Hamburg-Amerika steamers, and consigned to Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. 

Wood for Date Boxes.—Correspondenco between the agent to the Government, of 
Mysore in ‘the Forest Department and this consulate-gencral still continues on the 
Subject of the practicability of utilising Mysore timber for the boxes, of which lar; 
quantities are brought every year from Sweden and Fiume to Bussorah, Mohammerah, 
and Museat for packing dates. The prinefpal reason likely to frustrate this project 
appears to be the lack of skilled lubour in Mysore necessary to turn out the boxes tn & 
finished state, 

Arms and Ammunition —It is satisfactory to find the import by the Hamburg 
Amerika line to Muscat: redyeed from 5,241 cases in 1907-8 to 2,043 casos in 1908-0, 
‘This must have reducod their takings in freight by nearly 19,0000., and as tho ars 
trade in Muscat has suffered a serious setback this season through tho closo blockade 
by the East. Indies squadron, arms imports by this line are likely to be still further 
redluced. Freight to this port has undoubtedly beon a gen atarelhe ee a German 
shipping Tine in its forced entrance to the Persian Gulf trade; further loss in f 
on arms would no doubt not be without effect in making tho line recons 

ey. 

The Persian Mirza and Persian broker of Messrs, Wonckhaus and Co.'s Bushiro 
aiico have been large importers of arms to Muscat for subsequent, smuggling to 
Paugistan, ‘The prolonged blockade has now put the broker in a serious plight, 4 he 
i upon to meet bills drawn on him by arms exporters in Germany to the 
amount of several thousand pounds ; and as on tho one hand the arms ave delayed in 
Museat for fear of capture, and on the other his Bushire clionts aro demanding the 
eturn of their deposits, his difficulties should toach German arms exporiors a. sharp 
lesson, 

Synthetic Indigo.—The sale has prospered in the interior of Porsia, the total 
number of cases imported to Bushire, Bonder Abbas, Mohammorah, an Balsein 
being 345. Messrs. Lynch Brothers have taken up the agency at Iepahan for the 
manufacturers-—Muster, Lucius, and Browning. 

Velects and Plushes—A British merchant in Ispalan has offered to provide ino 

n and French velvets, and to give 
1 shades required in’ the Tspalian 
rought to tho notice of English 


5 cases of German Pilsner beer were landed in the year under review, 
Asa result of suggestions from the Board of Trade to Messrs, Allsopp and Sons and 
other English brewers, orders have lately been obtained for trial consignments of tho 
former's English lager beer to several Gulf ports amounting to some 120 cases, 


Competition of the British Shipping Lines, 


Rates, of freight outward and homeward have remained steady throughout tho 
period under report by both the German and British lines. General sargo te Londen 
by British steamers paid 20s. per schedule ton from March 1900 onwards, having. been 
1s. in January 1909, and 17s, 6d. from October to December 1908, 
Froight by German steamers to Hamburg was about 25s, but on a diferent tonnago 
pales tal petably were adjusted to the fluctuations of the British lines, 3 
1738] 
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‘The position of trade between the United Kingdom and Lingah has undoubtedly 
een improved in 1909, as steamers of the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall lines hove paid 
Several calls with import cargo, whereas in 1908 the German line alone maintamed 
direct communication between Europe and Lingah, If Lingah continues to he wna 
4 regular port of all the British lines, imports by the German line should be reduced, 
Messre, Gray, Poul, and Co, also waite that they have practically decided to post 
European agent at Lingah ; these steps, coupled with Mr. New's appomtiment ab tec, 
Consul, should strengthen the British trade position as against the German 

‘The Anglo-Algerian Steam-ship Company having requested the recommendation 
of 4 uativo agent to represent them in Bahrein, the political agent there urged strongly 
that Mosars, Sick and Co,’s vessels should call direct at Bahrein, and stateal thet abeck 
1,200 tons of export cargo could certainly be obtained for them each year. Up til oa, 
year the Anglo-Algerian and other British Tines running from London have decheed thes 
it does not puy their vessels to make the detour and call nt Bahroin; aml the fot 
that tho Hamburg-Ameriks line has made rogular monthly calls since the Gulf cere 
Yas initiated, seems to prove either shat the British lines are too exacting, or ther ee 
Flerman Tino is especially subsidised to go to Balrein. In any ease some, mxports free 
London and Manchester aro penalised in Bahrein in. comparison with dine exports 
From Tamburg and Antwerp, and this would be adjusted. by several veers of te 
Ange Merion and Bucknall lines calling at the island. ‘The English expatal snare 
Bihich lias been introduced to compete with foreign sugar in the Cuff, has Teom lana 
it Lingahy Bushiro, and the Shatel-Arab ports; it cannot bo tried in Babrein cc 
{trunshipmient from one of the above ports to Barein adds at least Ud. por ewt ta'the 
rico of the sugar, ‘This in one result of the direct Butch 1 ies not calling at Bahirein, 
Whore English sugar could bo well pushed. Messrs. Strick’s ayent love ee, 
Understand that they are favourably disposed towards the idea of some of tole. vaseat, 
Going direct to Bahroin each year, when sufficient export cargo also offers, and perhaps 

his stop will bo taken during 1910. 

esas. Strick and Co’s agents at Bushire have tendered for the local ageney of 
the Société do Lombac, which exports annually neatly 1,000 tons of Persian thence ge 
Turkish, Red Sea, and Medi ports, and 200 ewt. to Egypt; this contract 
Gipites An April 1910, and has beon held hitherto by the Russian Steamship Ang ys 
‘Tho Russian subsidised steam-ship line to the Gulf hold the contract fae the shipping 
of the tobacco, and this expires in Octobor 1910 F. ©. Strick and Co. have 
een put in possession of , but apparently find the present 
Talos of tho Russian company: too low for competition, thouglt the, posittearat cee 
siuBlonlgerian line would be strengthened, as negutds exports front the, Gulf, by 
obtaining the contract, 

‘The greatest desideratum, however, for the British shipping lines is the resumption 
of their calls to Antwerp for Gulf cargo, Tho British linew hase suffecot considerably 
Jn loss of freight from their agreement with the Hamburg-Amerika lino eet ono 
ot Antworp, on which port tho German line relies for almost one-third ef the cargo 
Provght by them to the Gulf. ‘The Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall ines wilt oe 
apparently risk reprisals on the part of the Hamburg-Amerika Company, 


AMesars. Wénckhaus and Co.'s Business, 


Reports ag to the instability of the German firm continue to circulate, though 
perhaps blassed and exaggerated. Mr. Robert Wonckhaus is said to have disetvey 
partnership with Herr ‘Tran and Sturcken, who have financed tho business tee 
Hianburg.” te thorns Be the stormy petrel of German commer 
been absont on leave during the year under review, and the 
‘has beon hardly:as successful as formerly, having mad 
Lar and Bastak, where political disturbances spoilt bu 

Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co, have been represented by a German at Bushire since 
1906, and it therofore Hation whon they withdrew their German agent 
without warning Ml their offiee, leaving a Persinn broker to 
look after: the shi 

‘The broker i an service to be indebted 
to the coupny for 27,000 rupees on account of sugar advanced on eredit tone weg 
probably also on accoutnt of rms, 

Krom Mohaminerah ik is reported that they are losing too much money to remain 
Sound for anuch longer, unless they are prepared to put their operatious-on a wee 
businesslike basis, 
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On the other hand, Mr. Brown, the present manager of the firm in the Gulf, when 
in Bunder Abbas, amounced his ‘intention of stationing a German agent there to 
Promote their own interests, and take over the shipping agency. Reports also mention 
{hit the German agent will probably spend the summer in Kerman and do business 
there. Hitherto there has been no European agent of any British firm in Bune 
Abbas, and it would be most unfortunate if the first. step in this landable direction 
were to come froma German firm, especially as both Bunder Abbas and Kerman fall 
within the British sphere of influence, . 

Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co. have een pressed locally to post a European agent at 
Bunder Abbas but seem most unwilling, ‘The Government of India and Board of 
Trade have been advised of this probable development on the part of the German fim, 
and will doubtless judge of the advisability of prossing the point on Messrs, Gray, 
Dawes, and Co, in London, Messrs. Woncklians anid Co, have at present ten Germans 
$2 their staff at the several Gulf ports, as against nine Englishmen representing 
Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co., the premier British firm in the Gulf. 


German Activity in the Gulf. 


On the 31st October, Herr Wassmuss, the acting German vieo-consul at Bushire, 
Was onderad by his Government to proceed to the Anglo-Porsian oilfields at Awan and 
Trees concealed his intentions from the ofl company’s managing agente, in 
Mohammerah, and, in consequence, was allowed to see very little on arrival at the oil: 
fields. 

No red oxide of iron has eon exported from Abu Musa to Hainburg during the 
year under review. : 

Ir has Teen found impossible to. procure a copy of the recommendations of Hert 
FT eine) the commereial delegate from Constantinople, who travelled through Persia 
3p 1008 for the improvement of German trade in. Persia. rom a note in the " Indian 
Gaude Fournal ” of tho 15th July, 1900, among tho * means advoeated for adoption by 
German traders appear to be tho establishment of more mercantile. houses in. Persia y 
the senting out of commercial travellers to study markets; the establishment of banks 
and sample rooms in the principal vommercial centres, and an increaso in the number 
of consular representatives.” 


Tvorts into Bushire, 





] ‘Approxinata 
Wrage i Declaration 
1907-8, Ah 
| (1908-9). 





Hamburg Cargo. 
Matches. 
Cotton goods 


ieee 


ital 
Liquors, 
tee 
0a 
Droge 
Glatwase *! 


Oit, linseed, castor, 
Miscellaneous” 
Personal ., 1 


‘Total packages 























| Approximate 
F Declaration 

“Value 

(2908-9), 





Anticerp Cargo, 
Indigo. 
Cotton goods 
Toaf sugar. 
Crystal sugar 
Liquors, wine, &e, 
Gandles 
Window glass 
Miscellaneous 
Colours, chemicals 
Cloth, woollen, 
Mataloe 

pper, sheets 
Tronwaro, nails 


‘Total packages 


Five Cargo, 
Koroseue , 





15,000 | 7,020 
| 








Busmre. 





Imports 
Arms and ammunition 
Loa 


Faugar 
Sugar, soft 
Vermicelli -. 


latetios 
Paints and colours 
Henna 
Fezzos 
Syrups 
Gi stores 1! 
Miscellancous 














| Approximate 
Local Value 
(1908-9), 





Exports 
hats 
Tolnce + buns 
Carpets e 
Poppy reed : gn 


Varlay. lage 
heat a 
Wool, raw | {tales 

Skins’ . 
Gotton, ra eee 
Shells 1 tasktts 
Datos anal 

Almonds bags 
Miscolia % packages 





Total packages 





Approximate, 


1906-7, 1008-9, Local Value 


(908-9), 





‘cases and bag | 
ve bags 
cases 


Iron plates aid sbeet 
Liquors, brandy, &e, 
In 





Gm, sgnaath 
Popo seeds 
atte ela 


‘Miscellaneous 
Cotten. 


1,625, 
750 


1947 
716 
86 

2 








‘Total packages 


10,042 











‘N/B—The carpets were for New York and are the ex 
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port of two Armonian firms establishe 











Local Vaive 
| (1908-8). 








Taporte 
eat aug, 
Crystal aught 

Macaron a 


Brocade, gold bral, and threal 


China ware and crockery. 
Coffee : 





We Gk OS 12402 | 29760 
Glass ware. js 3 12,967 | 9,968 
lanes a a 
Mattos ; : 25900 aaa8 
Woon : 

vse i 
Preval 








‘Total packages 
MonAmaeran AND Anwaz, 
Esporta 
Oystor shelly 
Pearl shells. | 
Rains cs 1907-8, 
‘Assafootidal? 2 
Dried grapes 
Alivontis 
Wicd 
Poppy seed 
Fenny 








Inport 

Leatsyger 
etal agar 

° : baaite] z Coton gods, 

Ba ys her haat ve 


Total packages... G01 





Windovr ass 
Giasware se | 5 
Tron and brasaware SS bundles 
Barnns, Iron hoops... ‘ | 
Wood for diie boxes, = 2)” 
Provisions tes packages 





Tocal Value 


1900-7, 108-0, | Focal Yalu 


igo 
Gold tread. 
Loaf sugar 1ytco rags 
Crystal sg "00 Furniture | 


Vermicellt Wines, &e. 
Cotfee Te 








— 


Kerosene c i Beer 
Matches | 

Candles : 8 Ineo 
Cotton goods é 


: 266 “hos 
Candies | 150 m4 











20,240 





2 0,036 |24574 |40068 
Woollen goods ! 

Gol tra 

Glawwrate 92S +c jzborts—Only three of the nine ships appear to have ealled at Mohammerah on 
Chinawat,cvekery Ci their homeward voyage, and unfortunately no details were noted at Mehaumeret ot 
ee ae “ < Gargoos taken; but probably very little, save opium and gum, for London, ae there 
wae ae re aH fe was practically no grain or seed export from the Karum in 1908, owing to. tho failure 

















——, 
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of the crops. ‘The other vessels were in ballast for India or Céylon. 


Previous rts 
hy the line were — a 




















1906-7, 










‘Tons .. 
Packages 
















[23821] No. 22, 







Mp. Marling to Sir Ratcara Grey.—(Received July 4.) 






Gulahek, June 9, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Hi Majesty’s 


SEAartegenoval at Bushire, commending the work of Mr. J. H. Bill while in chewse ct 
His Majesty’s Consulate at Sh 


I myself took charge of His Majesty's Legation after the de 
Shiraz, and am therefore unablo to 







parture of Mr. Bill from 













, express any opinion on the subject, but 1 feel sure 
that Sir G. Barelay would concur in Colonel Cox's appreciation of Mis Bill's caeae 
Thave, &c, 





CHARLES M. 
es 


Enclosure 1 in No, 22. 





ARLING. 









Consul-Goneral Coz to Mr. Marling. 





Sir, Bushire, May 22, 1910. 

HAVE, the honon to forward, for'your information, a eopy of 'a lotr dated cho 
Soni May, 1910, which I have ventured to address to’ the Goverument of Tedhe 
commending from the point of view of this residency and consulate-goneral the mace 



































of Mr, J. II, Bill while in change of tho Shiraz Conslate, 
Trust you will see no reason to differ from the view which T have expressed. 
Thayo, &e, 
P. %, COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Reside 
in the Persian Gulf, His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Par 
—————eeee a 






Enclosur 















Sir, 
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Since handing over his duties at Shiraz, Mr. Bill has shown by his bearing durin 
his encounter with Kubgelu robbers on the way to Ispahan that he can be depende 
upon to render a good account of himself in directions apart from the ordinary routine 
duties of a consular post. ; ; 

As far as T am in a position to judge, therefore, I think Mr. Bill's record at 
Shiraz has been a most creditable oné, and have little doubt that His Majesty's 
chargé d'affaires, to whom I am forwarding a copy of this communication, will be 
disposed to agree with me. 

Thave, &e. 


P. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





[23822] No. 23. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reecived July 4.) 
(No, 94. 
ge) Tehran, June 10, 1910. 


WITH reference to Sir G. Barclay's despatch No. 9 of the 22nd January, 1909, 
respecting a Dutch concession on the Karun, I have the honour to report that recently, 
in conversation with His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, Ter Meulen stated that, although 
the Abwax, barrage concession was practically worthless, the parties interested. in tho 
matter still regarded it as a point d’appui, ait intended shortly to press the Modjliss to 
ratify 

Tn view of the above-mentioned information, I took the opportunity recently to 
broach the subject to the new Dutch Minister, who has assured me that there is no 


truth in the statement that steps were about to be taken to bring the matter before the 
Medjlis 








Thaye, &, 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 


es eS AS 
[23823] 


No, 24, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived July 4.) 







Confidential.) 





q Tehran, June 10, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 78 of the 19th ultimo, respecting. the 
fernational syndicate, I have the honour to report that a few days later Ain, Osborne 
called and gave Mr. Oliphant a very full account of the composition and tho aims 
dicate, 
list of names of members of the group in question tallied with that supplied 
your department by tho Board of ‘Trade, though Mz. Osborne wave considcahto 
details as to the financial standing of all the gentlemen in question. 

In viow of the information supplied by Mr. Woolf in London, it is wmecessary 
that T should trouble you with, any account of Mr. Osborne's observations, except. to 
remark that they were given with a frankness which, at an earlier stage, would have 
been of benefit to His Majesty's Legation, ees 

ve, Bo, 


CHARLES M, MARLING, 
a EE 
[23824] No. 

















Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received July 4) 
0. 96.) 


; Teliran, June 10, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to report that negotiations have commenced. betweon tho 
Russian Legation and the Persian Government for the amalgamation and smmetioatic, 
of tho latter's debts to tho Banque d'Escompte et de Préts, tho arrangement tor a 
{iuilar purpose already concluded between the Government and the Imperial Bank of 
Persia being taken as a basis for the discussion, 


(0788) I 
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AM. Poklewski informs me that the Persian Minister of Finance is giving proof of 
a very reasonable spirit, and he hopes that a satisfactory conclusion will be eventually 


reached. 
Thaye, &c. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(28825) No. 26. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Jnly 4.) 
(Se. 97) 
ir, Tehran, June 11, 1910. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 87, Confidential, of the 3rd June, T have the’ 
honour to report the following account of the further proceedings of the Russian party 
sent to arrest’ Darab Mirza at Zinjan, as supplied to me by the Russian Minister. 

The party remained in the immediate vicinity of Zinjan three days, which seems to 
have been a quite unnecessarily loug delay, but which the officer in command explains 
seemed to him desirable, as the ex-Mir Shikar's forees might have attacked the town, 
and he wished to make it quite clear both to them and to the Governor of Zinjan that 
the rebellious movement hhud no support whatever from the Russian troops. 

On leaving Zinjan the party, thinking it wiser not to return by the same route, 
took the northerly and moro circuitous road which traverses the district Jarom to 
Mendjil, where it joins the Resht-Kagvin road, As they were passing through Jarom 
they were fired on from the hills, and in order to show that the party had no hostile 
intentions a few men were sent forward with white flags in skirmishing order. ‘The 
firing, however, continued, aud a small body of Persian horsemen was observed advanci 
to tuke up a position on w hill not far off.” ‘The Russians then began to return 4] 
and the officer in command as a matter of precaution seized the hill above mentioned. 
On arriving they found a party of nineteen Persians, who said that they were Govern. 
ment troops, ‘There were also two dead bodies, one of them that of Ali Khan (the 

resent Mir Shikar), who is an Emir Toman (general) of the Persian army, and had 
been sent to the reltel of Zinjan, ‘The Russian officer's account of what happened at 
this point is confused, He speaks at one time of having taken these nineteen men 
prisoners, and at anothior says that he was afraid to leave them, as they said they would 
hy killed by the Shahsevans of the neighbourhood, where the ex-Mir Shikar Ahmed 
Khun possesses a villyge named Chergar. He therefore left behind twenty-three 
Cossacks to guard them, On receiving his report, M. Poklewski at once instrueted the 
Russian consul at Kazvin to request ti nor to send to take charge of these men, 
and he alvo usked the Tehran authorities to give similar orders, No orders, however, 
wore sent from either source, and he consequently ordered the Russian commanding 
officer to bring the whole party into Kazvin; they arrived there on the morning of the 
9th, after an absenco of eight days, and the prisoners” were at once delivered over to 
the’ Persian authorities, 

Exactly what happened at Chergar is hard to make out, M. Poklewski’s theor 
is that the party fell upon a skirmish between Ali Khan's men and the ex-Mir Shikar's 
partisans, and this seems to be borne out by a statement in a letter he received from 
tho Persian Goverument, stating thit Alt Khan was killed by the ex-Mir Shika Ton 
inclined to think that this is the true explanation, and that ‘the Shahsevans then began 
to fire on the Cossacks simply in the hope of creating trouble. ‘The affair lasted three 
hours, and the Cossacks fired 400 rounds, ‘They had no casualties, and it does not 
appear thut they caused any 

M. Poklewski’s action appears to have been judicious throughout (though the same 
cannot porhaps be said of the Russian officer commanding the party). He thought, 
and I believe rightly, that the best way to prove that Darab Mirza's attempt was not 
countenanced by Russia was that he should be arrested by the Russians. Having 
given the necessary orders, he at once informed the Persian Government, and was 
thanked by both the head of the Russian section of the Foreign Office and the Persian 
Minister for Poreign Adis, although forty-eight hours after, when the Cossacks were 

njan and cold not be recalled, the Persian Government began to raise 
objections. When he learnt of the delay at Zinjan, he sent the most urgent orders to 
she commanding ofiger to make the arrest and return to Kazvin as quickly as possible, 
but owing to some hitch in telegraphic communications bis instructions were delayed a 
good many hours. 


‘The account of the affair which is circulated among Persiaus is, however, very 
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different. It is affirmed that the Cossacks were sent in spite of the express 'wish of 
the Persian Goverament, and that at Chergar the Russians were the aggressors and 
were responsible for the death of Ali Khan. Two of these allegations are disproved 
from the facts which I have repeated above, and the third, that the Cossacks commenced 
the attack, appears on the face of it to be most improbable, . The probabilities are that 
the local Persian authorities have sent imaginary accounts to conceal their own 
ineompetency, aad that the Ministers here, though aware of it, dare not, in the face of 
the deep-rooted anti-Russian feeling, do enything whieh would give them the appearance 
of defeuding the Russian account. The latter, moreover, it must be confessed, still 
juires some elucidation, 

Darab Mirza is to be sent under escort to Russia. 

M. Poklewski does not know what action his Government will take. As the Prince 
has been dismissed from the army, it is possible that he cannot be tried by court- 
martial, while a civil prosecution is obviously out of the question, as it would be 
impossible to produce the witnesses, He thinks that, on the whole, it is likely that 
recourse will be,had to administrative measures, and that Durab will be condemned to 
be interned in some small town for two or three years, I fear that such punishment 
will hardly be looked on as sufficient by Persian public opinion. 

; have, &e, 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 


P.S.—Since writing the above, I have learnt from M, Poklewski that the official 
reports received by the Persian Minister of the Interior confirm the Russian account 
in all essentials, and that they show that the stories current in Tehran of @ reactionary 
movement at Zinjan on a formidable scale are quite baseless. Geant 








(23828) No. 27. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived July 4.) 


Teliwan, June 13, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour to report that the Persian Govornmont has given orders to tho 
istrator-General of the Rata that the silver imported on Government account 

by the Imperial Bank of Persia for minting purposes shall be allowed to enter du 

free. Inasmuch as the minting of silver is now a Government monopoly, th 
measure appears to be a natural one enough ; but it must be rememborod that silver is 


imported wholly through the northern customs, the rvenues of which aro palged to 


the service of the Russian loans and of the debts to the Russian Bank, 80 that, if tho 
order is carried into force, those revenues will be diminished by tho amount’ of tho 
total duties of the silver imported, which, I undorstand, will this year amount. to 
something over 300,000 tomans. The Russian Minister informs me that he intends to 
enter a strong protest against this attempt to filch part of the security pledged to 
Russia, 

Tshould also point out that, if this considerable sum is allowed to figure as part of 
the profits of the mint, it would materially improve the valuo of the mint revenues as 4 
security for a possible loan or advance. 

Thave, &. 


CHARLES M, MARLING. 
ee eee 


[23828] No, 28. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 4.) 
(No, 100.) 
; Tehran, June 14, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 84 of the 28th ultimo, respecting the alleged 
Russian concession on the Karan, I have the honour to report that His Majesty's 
acting consul at Mohammerah, whose previous information was to the offect that the 
distil in question called HHussinabad (soe Enclosure 2 jn Sir-A. Nicoeon's despatch 
No. 200 of the 18th April), was held on lease by the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and was 
occupied by Arab tribes tributaries of Sheikh Khazal, has now been informed by tho 
sheikh that if the land in question is at Husscinabad—and not situated between the 
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Diz and the Karun—it is beyond his immediate jurisdiction, and that, therefore, he 
himself is not concerned in the matter, but will leave the nizam to arrange matters 
with the Arab tribes; as, however, the Arabs have occupied the lands from time 
immemorial, they will probably dispute the nizam’s right to dispose of or to lease land 
to foreigners ; and in this connection it is not improbable that other powerful Turkish 
and Persian Arab tribes in the vieinity, and the Shagwand tribe will also support them, 

Lieutenant Wilson adds that the land is suitable for irrigation, but that its 
development would be rendered difficult by the action of the above-mentioned tribes. 
‘This does not hear out Lieutenant Wilson's previous opinion that the land was very 
unsuitablo for irrigation (see Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 96 of the 6th March). 

Ef, as it now seems, the sheikh is not personally interested in these lands we are 


precluded from making any opposition to the scheme through him, except by the - 


indireot method of suggesting that he should urge the local tribes to insist on. their 
rights, whatever they may be; but-ag thoso tribes are likely to prefer force to 
‘argument, sich a course on our part might result. ia local disorders-—n responsibility 

hy L take it, His Majesty’s Government would not be prepared tg incur. In any 
case, the prospects of the scheme would appear to be very questionable, and the 
employment of German capital in it still remains to be proved, so that I think that 
until we have moro definite indication that our interests are threatened, we may 
content ourselves with awaiting further developments. It is perhaps worth observing 
that as irrigation works are not included in those enterprises which we have notified 
to the Persian Government as affecting our political or strategic interests, it will not 
bbe easy to make overt objections to the scheme, 

T have, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING 





[23829] 
Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived July 4.) 


: Gulahels, June 14, 1910. 

WITH reference to the recent telegraphic correspondence on the subject of the 
quarrel between the Sheikh of Mohammeral: snd the Vali of Bussorah, 1 have the 
Honour to transmit to you herewith copies of two despatches (but. vot of their 
enclosures, which presumably have reached you already: from Hix Majesty's Ambassador 
4 Constantinople) from His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, giving an account of the 
question down to the 12th May. 

Tse little in these reports that calls for any comment on my part at this stage, 
and I will therefore reserve any observations which I may have to offer on the ense 
until Tam in possession of the ease for the Sheikh of Mohammerah, which has so. 
froquently been mentioned in Colonel Cox's tel 

have, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARL 


Enclosure 1 in No. 29, 
Acting Consul Wilson to Mr. Marling. 


Sir, Mohammeral, May 7, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copies of the ‘enclosed 
documents on the subject of the action taken by the Vali of Bussorah in satisfuction of 
tain alleged grievances against the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
2, I would also invite reference to the enclosed telegram on the subject, 
8, In explanation of the general question of the sheikh’s influence and interest in 
‘Turkish territory, T would point out that more than half the Arabs occupying the date 
roves on the western (Iurkish) bank of the Shatt-al-Arab belong to tribes which have 
been for the last 100 years subject to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. ‘The numerous 
islands in the river are occupied almost solely by his tribes, and of the eight headmen 
who signed the agreement between the sheikh and the oil company relating. to 
Abbadan Island, four live in Turkish territory, though they are undoubtedly Persian 
subjects, born, like their fathers, om Persian soil, 
4, Hitherto uo Vali cf Bussoral has attempted to raise the question of natiox 


33 


and I am informed by Mirza Hamza, the sheikh’s Bussorab agent, that the Persian, 
nationality of such tribesmen was explicity recognised by the Turks and formally 
recorded in the Government books, 
The present vali, Sulaiman Nathif, has confined himself to the mere assertion that 
Muhammad Chanan, whom he sought to arrest, was a Turkish subject, and refused to 
disedan tho question-wili Sheikt Rhactal or his agent in any way, until Muhammad 
Chanan had been handed over to him for punishment. 
5, This man is the head of the largest and most powerful of the tribes under the 
direct control of the sheikh, and is the latter’s brother-in-law. He has some 
4,000 riflemen at his disposal in case of war, and provided some 2,000 to the sheikh in 
1908, when the latte:, with the authority of the Persian Government, was en; ged in. 
subduing the turbulent tribes of Hawaizah, His surrender, in any case, therefore, 
would be a practical impossibility for the sheikh, and would alienate from the latter a 
large section of his tribesmen: 
He has not, moreover, been accused of any definite erime, and there is no, reason, 
as far as Tam aware, to think that he has been in any way concerned in crime ot 
intrigues for some time past. Ou the contrary, for the last eighteen months the 
Shatt-al-Arab has been unprecedently quiet, and no outrages attributable in any. way 
to the sheikh’s tribesmen have occurred, 
6. Until the middle of last month, the vali's relations with Sheikh Khazal were 
extremely cordial, and the latter had not the slightest idea. that the former eontem= 
plated breaking with him suddenly and shelling his brother-in-law’s village, bombarding 
Tis mothers House, and ruining tp sholkla personal: property, on 9s fltney. & pretext 
That he did so under orders from Constantinople is, I believe, certain, and it is worth 
of note that his action coincided with the arrival of Nazim Basha in Bagdad, 
accompanied by reinforcements of Turkish troo 
7. Mr. Crow's despatch, No. 22 of the 28rd April enclosed herewith, indicates the 
ist of the vali’s complaints, which he alleges to be the ground for his present action, 
have mada acted enquiry in regard to them, and can find no ground whatever 
for the vali’s definite assertions on the subject of the shelter given to criminals in 
Mohammerab, 

‘There is on the, contrary a strong concensus of opinion that the murderers and 

ls are residents of Bussorah and are still in Turkish territory, and th 

Turkish police assert that they have fled across the boundary in ordey to just 
inability to catch them. 

8. ‘The sheikh has in general afforded every assistance to the Turkish authori 
in the apprehension of criminals, but in past times he has been considerably discouraged 
by the fact that such persons always escaped or were released by the Turkeraltor 
short time, and’ by the thet. that no Justice was over obtainable in the Tiirkish 
criminal courts (vide Enclosures 6 and 7). He is not yet satisfied that there has been 

uubstantial chai this respect. 

n of the vali Ty ig the village of Mubammad Chanan 
strict of Zain, the personal property of Sheikh Kliay‘al, seoms to me to be 
from every point of vi the official statement in the Bussorah newspaper 

(Enclosure No. 3) otily confi opinion, Tt is unfortunate, too, that, whether by 
accident or design, the gunboat. shelled and damaged without’ warning, the house of 
tho sheikh's mothet, close by, neatly frightening the old lady out, of hex wits. It 
still more unfortunate that one of the sheikh's wives, and sister of Muhammad Chanan, 
who was in the latter's village at the time, has since died of shock consequent on the 
bombardment, ‘These incidents have inflamed local opinion against the Turks, 

10. There is no indication at present that the vali intends to raise the question 
of the Turko-Persian boundary in the neighbourhood of Mohainmeraly, and it i to be 
hoped that ke will not do so, 

T have addressed the politicil resident in the Persian Gulf separately on this 
subject in my letter No. 255 of the 12th March, 1910, 

11, Tn connection with the general questions pending between the vali and the 

i to reference to the map of the Shatt-nl-Arabon the 1 mile = 1 inch 
seale, copies of which were forwarded to Sir George Barclay under my No, 119/43 of 
the 18th September, and also to the Foreign Office 

rsian consul in Bussorah 
oposes to take forcible measures to enforce 
compliance with his demands, which are of very questionable legality. 

15. Mr, Crow has ascertained from His Majesty's embassy ut: Constantinople tlint 
Persia claims the same rights in ‘Turkey for her subjects, under article 1 of their 

[1738] 
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convention of 1875, as other Powers enjoy under the capitulation, but this claim is not 
admitted by Turkey. Further, that, Turkey eannot legally demand from the Persian 
Government the extradition of Turkish subjects accused of criminal offences who take 
refuge in Persian territory, Friendly arrangements for the extradition of criminals 
have, however, been in force for many years between successive Sheikhs of Mohammerah 
and Valis of Bussoruh, and it is upon such mutual arrangements that the vali must rely. 
14, Under instructions from Constantinople, Mr. Crow has already commenced 
negotiations with the vali with a view to arriving at a satisfuctory settlemont. The 
decision quoted in the foregoing paragraph will be of great assistance to hitn,as it shows 
that the vali has no logal right for bis action, Hg Tain, the sheikh’ confer 
agent, has also. gone to. Bussorah to interview Mr. Crow and endeavour to find bass 
both si 


negotiations, 

16, Mr. Crow has been informed by His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
that: there is no present intention of appointing & Turkish consul to Mohammerah, and 
no provision has been made for such a post in the Budget. ‘The proposal appears to 
Have been put forward by tho vali about two months ago, but shelved for the present by 
the Por 

17. ‘The greater part of tho contents of this despatch and of its enclosures has no 
doubt ott telographically, I have, however, ventured to submit. translations 
of the original ‘documents, together with a report on the situation, in the hope that it 
may not be wholly without interest by the time it reaches ‘Tehran. 

18, Thave sent copies of this despatch to the political resident in the Persian Gulf, 
Bushire, 


T have, &e, 
A, 'T, WILSON, Lieutenant, L.A. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 29, 
Consul MacDouall to Political Resident, Bushire, 


Confidential.) 
Mohammerah, April 24, 1909. 

WITH reference to Tis Britannic Majesty's consul at Bussorah’s despatch 

ding dixorders there, of which you forwarded me a copy in your No. 991 of 

20th April, T lave the honour to inform you that there 
time of the two provious 8 
bheries at Bussorah were eflecti used 
tho Turkish authorities of Busson 

It is gonorally: stated that the late outbreak of robberies at Bussorah 
Abulktisil wero orgattised at Fuilia, and T consider it probable that that was the ex 
‘The fact that they ceased on appointment of a new vali, as stated by Mr. Crow 

ns this, fore agree with the first part of Mr, Crow's lett 
‘The sheikh himself has now taken stops against the robbers, and, I am told, 
vested twentyctive, ‘Therefor ig n not, it appears that 
he only took action to. stop them whi i imself and the Bussorah 
‘wuthorities became more friendly. inte arrested one 
man accused by the Bussorah police, and would have arrested another, but he, a relative 
of the nakib's, was murdered, 

He also said that if the Bussorah authorities had evidence against anyone here 
ho would arrest him but that as bad characters were quite safe as long as they kept 
on the Turkish side, he could not often take the steps he did some years ago, when 
he obtained the murder of two notorious pirates, kidnapping a third on ‘Turkish 
teritory. 

The sheikh certainly has in his employ as guards (the best use to make of 
them) many ex-bandits, and their pay is small, He has only to shut his eyes to their 
ibsence, to allow them to rob, and he may do so, when the Buscorah authorities act 

ainst him, But his predecessors actually ordered them to make their raids, which 
the presont sheikh has ever been supposed to do. 
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The last Ki of Mr. Crow's letter is the opinion the sheikh ‘himself has 
always. pee tae the Turkish courts are the great Beale to suppressing robbery, 

racy. 
Se NSD, ti Ma al cate T do woe seree nih ies Orow/aioniiin thet ther argie 
did not assist—my opinion was that he did. But it is always very dificult to arrest 
men of the marsh Arabs, who are protected by their friends in the marshes; and as 
to the two men, there was reason to suspect that they wero wanted by the Turks for 
other reasons, 

Thave, &. 
W. MacDOUALL. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 20, 
Acting Consul Wilson to Political Resident, Bushir 


Sir, Mohammorah, May 12, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to forward copies of despatches addressed to His Majesty's 
Eibassy at Constantinople by Mr, F. R. Crow, His Majesty's Consul at Bussoral 
the subject of the difficulties between the Sheikh of Mchammerah and the Vi 
Hausa anna ie sone OF age stta ions ibettoanl ausscaor see a together with 
4 telegram of the subject of the rules regarding extradition in force between Turkey 
and Persia 
2. T can add little to Mr, Crow's statement, of the case, which seems to me in the 
mai nt the facts of the case from an impartial standpoint, 
ik that the harbouring of bad characters by the sheikh is not s0 serious 
an evil or 80 deliberate a piece of mi on the part of the sheikh as the Turks 
ke out. 
Tt has been the policy of the sheikh, like all other Arab chiefs, to take such 
persons into his service, pay them, clothe them und feed them, and thus keep them 
ner surveillance and out of mischief, whilst at the same time scouring for himself an 
Dodyguard. Tt is only when the sheikh has been stirred to indignation by 
eptitudes of co that he has connived at the perpetration of outages by 
persons with the object (usually suecessful) of securing the removal of the vali or 
the cessation of the practices objected to. 
4. Nor can it be assumed that the sheikh is generally cognizant of outrages 
pminitted by his subjects, The re is the case. ‘The latter, living in Turkish 
i been emboldened to commit depredations by the knowledge 
not likely to disturb their operations, and that 
to follo only occasionally bothered to 
fe in Bussorah, a larger town, where they would 
st be known personally, 
. The proofs of the Persian nationality of Muhammad Chanan, whieh have heen 
mitted to me by the local authorities have satisfied me that he is a Persian 
subject according to international law, but this point has now ceased to have more than 
academic importance, 
‘The settlement that lias now been reached between the sheikh and the vali is 
wn by the enclosure to Mr. Crow's despatch No, 26 of the Mth May. It takes the 
letter from the Turkish authorities to the sheikh, in which the latter sot forth 
against the sheikh in brief and polite but. forcible language, and annonce 
their willingness to be fi ith him if he will undertake to surrender fugitives and 
nt his tribesmen from causing trouble in Turkish terri 
‘omething less than justice is done to the sheikh by this form of settlement, which 
rely in fi f the ‘Turk 
must be accepted as inevitable, since they are, owing to Persia's weakness, 
now predom ‘ver, and preparing to make good their claim to exercise 
sovereign ter rights in the Shatt-el-Armb, which they regard as the territorial 
ets of the Ottoman Empire, to which Persian vessels have access only by virtue of, 
the special clause in the Treaty of Erzeroum, 3 
Hope to séo the abeiRh shortly, and shall urge'on him the necessity of 
accepting the settlement, unsatisfactory though it may be, und of endeave iz to 
cultivate cordial relations with the ‘Turks afiesh, In the words of Mv. Crow, he must 
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modernise his ideas with regard to them, and realise that the change of régime, in 
‘Turkey, his brought about radical changes to which he must accommodate himself. 

T trust that the Turks, on their part, will not again be so precipitate in their 
action should they have any cause of complaint, real or imaginary, against him. 


(Copies of foregoing, with enclosures to His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, and to 
His Mojesty’s Consul, Bussorah,) 


Thave, &, 
‘A. 'T, WILSON, Licutenant, L.A. 





[23830) _ No. 30. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 4.) 


(Wo, 102.) 
Si Gulahek, Tune 15, 1910. 
IN iny telegram No, 252 of the 14th instant, T stated that the customs revenues 
are already so heavily charged that they cannot ‘be regarded as providing adequate 
security for the service of an advance of so small a sum as 400,000, In support of that 
statement, I have the honour to submit the following explanation. 
Southern Customs,—The charges on these are :— 


1. ‘The annuity due under the Imperial Bank of Persia arrangement of the 
26th May, 1910, 3,729,390 krans nd. 

2, ‘The annuity due on the sterling loan of 1903-4 of 30,2781, 12¢.7d, at 58 krans 
= 1,604,767 krans, or together 5,834,157 krans, while the average net receipts for the 
past five years are 7,958,890 krans,® leaving a balance of 2,624,733 krans, 


Northern Custome.—Tho charges are :— 


Krans, 
1, Coupon of the It 6 9,500,000} 
2. Interest on e 1,000,000 
An in ten years 1 1,500,000 
4. Annuity: i an sinking fund of Persian Gi 
dobis to Russian Bank according to agreement under negotiation 
(about) «. Phir Sass ian SRT 1) 


Total. aes ++ 1%3000,000 


48 against net average receipts of 21,000,000 krans,t which leaves a balance of 
4,000,000 krans, 


‘These balances ate, however, absorbed by the quasi-fixed charges, of which 
Sir G. Barclay gave an account in his despatch No. 200 of the 27th October last. As 
As tnatter of fel, the expenses charged on both the southern and worthern customs have 
in the past usually exceeded the figure of these balances, the charges in the south 
having aay 40,000 krans and in the north 5,000,000 ;, but some reductions are 
being made, and M, Mornard has informed me that with strict economy he thinks that 
he will bo able to make both ends meet, So long, therefore, as these charges are allowed 
to stand undisturbed, and } and'T are agreed that it would be most 
undesirable to alter the present arrangement, it is clear that for the present the eustoms 
reventies alone ate tiseless as a security for even the most modest advance, and some 
collateral security: would be necessary. 

Suich collateral security could be found either in the profits of the mint, whieh this 
year may amount, the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia informs me, to as much 
‘48 10,000,000 krans, and would therefore amply suffice to guarantee the service of the 
whole advance ; or if some souree, ey., the passport reventies, could be secured for the 
Russian half of the advance, we could demand that the telegraph receipts, from which, 
though already pledged to us for the service of the 1903-4 sterling loan, we have never 
received anything whatever, should be devoted to the service of our moiety of the 
contemplated adyanee, 


* ‘The customs retina so far point t0 the probability that the receipts for the current year will be 
consiterably below this usr 
item va nations of exchango, anil the average is rather larger than this figure 
520,000 ki 
he returns show that this average is likely to bo exceeded in the current year, 
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There are also the Persian Government's share in the Persian Oil Com; 
‘on which we might advantageously accept for our half of the advance, 
; have, &, 


CHARLES M. MARLING, 


pany, a Tien 





[23831] No. 31. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Baveard Grey.—(Reeeived uly 4.) 
(So. 102. Confidential : 
i 


%, 

THE past four weeks have be 
part of the Nationalists to oust Si 
with that party are, firs 


in Mazanderan, he has hi 
in all probability fo 

At the same time, 

is probably due to 
Russians that he 


no 


action, 
always shown great prudence. He is ess 
medilesome interference of the Medjl but hi 
has been an exceedingly dificult one. Ho has had to lead a Cabinet of which two on 
three members are frankly hostile to him, and one, Sardar Assad, whose importance is 
second only to that of the Prime Minister, has shown himself to be a false frend on 
more than one occasion. ar Assad, there is every reason to believe, would yludh 

see the fall of his quondam friend, to whom he still professes his allegiinees ho 
coquett i the National ‘ould probably zo over to them completely if 
he wore. not afraid that he himself would eventually be. thrown aoe by them, 
Sipaldar’s strength lies chiefly with the clergy, merchants and ar 4 
on his presence in the Cabinet sary for the 


nts the 
position 


‘tisan classes, who look 
vation of ord 
the recent afli 


ent will be compelled yery much 
Hil, Spal tendered a were ago 
aloof from the str We have felt 

the events of the last three mon shown that any interference on Co eaits 
probably only result in the restoration of the old Cabinet, and that the consequent 
intrigues both within and without it would prolong the chaos; the warning uddrdesed 
to the Ministers by Sir G. Barclay had an excellent effect in proving to them that, the 
Wishes of the two Powors cannot lightly be disregarded, but at the same time the 
interference was resented in auany quarters, and itis a weapon which should, therefore, 
We bolioved that it would be better to lot 
nul if Sipubdar gained the upper-hand we 

of good relations which wo desivo, 
Nationalist. triumph: would be but 
preferable to the state of affhirs which has 
known from day to day whether there was a 

2 or ht all business was impos. 

kening of Sipahdar’s power the disposition of the Government 

wat Buitain and Russia has diminished. About the 20th Muy, both 

kl and I learnt that the joint declaration as to the concussions, about which 

we desire the Persian ent to enter into.an exchange of views before granting 
: , and strong hints were given to us that we 

Sibir a that pola ed that the Persian Government would in 

cturn expe stance from us. Unfortunately one of the ever-reourrin, 
ett eae clase discussion of the Government's decision,” Ie’ the es 
738) L 
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time we were instructed out of deference to German representations to intimate to the 
Persian Government that our Governments did not require an answer, and there can be 
little doubt that that intimation, together with the hint which we were instructed to 
make, that the two Powers would not insist: on the appointment of French functionaries 
in the Persian Ministry of Finanee, gave the Persians the idea that the two Powers 
were shiowing signs of weakness. Evidence received later seems to point inevitably to 
the conclusion that the German Legation had not lost the opportunity of encouraging 
this belief and of letting the Persians know that our change of attitude was due to 
pressure from Germany. Be this as it may, an interview whieh I had with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs showed that the readiness of the Government to mect our wishes 
had considerably diminished and that it was practically certain that, in spite of the 
intimation that none was required, an answer of some kind would be returned to us, 
Other indications all tending to the same conclusion reached both M. Poklewski and 


if anyth 
Cabinet w 


that they can show i 

they can obtain financial assistance from other sources. Some believe that Seyyid 
Ruete will return in the autumn with powers to make an advance from the Deutsche 
Bank, but others realise that this would be a too open defiance of the two Powers, and 
look to the International Syndicate, to which as a British group they cousider the 
Powers could not raise any injection, Exactly what the representative of the 
syndicate in Tobran has been doing Iam unable to say, He tells me that his 
syndicate is ready to advance anything up to 20,000,000/., oa the easiest terms, in 
spite of the fact, which he admits, that the operation from a business point of 

iA penal obese LIN AST Hea sDR¥ Fa a Melon oreieue Depoheliouace TuTIuCibe 

but there can be no question that his continued presence hi ts as a strong in 

to the Persians, in the present attitude of mistrust, to apply to the sym 

than to the two Governments, And’ it seems to me that s0 long as’ he 

‘Tehran the chinces that the Goyernment will renew their request to us for fi 
assistance are small, 

Iu this despatch Ihave dealt a good deal on the anti-Russian feeling existing in 
Persia, and perhaps T have given it too great prominence, but, on the other hand, 
fool that M, Poklewski is disposed to underestimate its force. 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(23833) No. 32. 
Av, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 


(Wo. 105, 


Gulahel:, June 17, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summaries ot the prin 
Gcourrences in the capital and the provinces during the past four weeks, 
‘attempted to give a sketch of the general political situation in another despatch. 

In genoral there is little to'reeord showing any improvement in the eount 
that is scarcely to be wondered at when internal dissensions are paralysing the Central 
Government, "In Shiraz, however, th iis provement, and the Mi ter of 
the Interior may be congratulated on havi) ded. for the moment at all events in 
Feducing Souletrod: Dovel to a mors aubmusive ittitide, His Majesty's acting eonsul 
at Shiraz has been disposed to think that the Government would have done well to break 
Soulot’s power completely, but the Government appear to have taken his bluster at its 
real value, and to be ident that now that he is aware of it, he can be useful to them 
in keeping the roads open. They may be also uervous as to what may occur when 
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Kawam-ul-Mulk returns from Kerman to Shiraz, and may be keeping Soulet-ed-Dowlch 
a.» uoflcounterpoise in eas the kawam should grow to powerfil by allying himself 
with Zeighan-ed-Dowleh, The disquieting feature of the situation is the incapacity of 
Zalfer-es-Sultaneb, the recently-arrived governor, and it would be rash to, predict. that 
hostilities will not break out between the two sections of the Kashgais headed by 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh and Zeigham-ed-Dowleh respectivel 

No serious case of brigandage has occurred during the period under review on the 
Shiraz-Ispalian road, which may or may not be due to the taming of Soulet-et-Dowleh, 
who was probably indirectly responsible for the late robberies. 

Practically nothing has been done to protect the road efficiently ; an officer has boon 
sent to Shiraz to form a corps of road guards, but Tuck of money has paralysed. his 
efforts. 

T have, &c, 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Enclosure in No, 32. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for the four weeks ending June 1%, 1910, 


Tehran. 


THE Cabinet, after protracted negotiations with the Medjliss, was reconstructed on 
the 21st May, as follows 


Premier and Minister of Interior i Sipahdan, 
Minister of War. «+ Sardar Assad, 
Foreign A flains Moavin-ed-Dowleh, 
Finance ‘Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, 
Justice... 
Posts and Telegraphs 
Commerce 


Public Works 


. The newspapers ridiculed the constant exchange of portfolios by the above eight 
isters, and spoke in very disrespectful terms of Sipahdar and the new Minister of 
Tustice. 
On the 25th May the offending newspapers were suppressed by order of the 
Cabinet, and their editors were ordered to appear at the Courts of Justice to be tried, 
t this they refused todo, Tn consequence of considerable popular excitement Sardar 
Assad permitted the papers to reappear, and Sipahdar promptly. withdrew from the 
Cabinet and retired to a country house. Negotiations continued until the 9th instant, 
when Sipahdar was induced to return to town. An attempt was made to form 
c ithout him, but was not successful 
Between 8 and 9 pat, on the 28th May some unkown armed persons entered the 
house of Amin-ul-Mulk, formerly postmaster, and a persion known to have reactionary 
tendencies, and shot him, after which they made the 
On the 26th May’ the agreement Detwoen the Persian Government and the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, for the consolidation of the Persian Government's floating 
debt, was signed 
The Medjlies 
The Cabinet changes were announced to the House by the Premier on the 
2ist May. At the same sitting the House approved and passed the report of tho” 
Budget Committee to allow the import free of customs duty of certain machinery for 
the manuficture of tools and buttons which it is proposed to andertuke ab Tabreen, 
From the reports received from His Majesty's consulate ut; Tubreea, it would seem thab 
‘m of Schineimann and Mossig are behind r G. Baveluy's 
al, of the 18th October, 1909.) 
fay, the deputy Val formerly Persian correspondent. at 
Tehran of the “Times i asked the rep Hf of the For ign Offic 
spresentations. respectin, 
in the Western press, It is understood that he and 
dissatisfied with the tone of the “Times” on Persian affairs, 
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uA order to counteract this, a newspaper has just been started locally in the French 
languay 
"AC tho si ing of the 26th May, the House approved the arrangement concluded 
by the Government with the Russian legion respecting the exports of lamb skins 
the suppression of the newspapers was then brought up and made the subject of 
violent attacks on the Ministry, who were accused of unconstitutional behaviour. 

On the 3ist May, the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs was severely cross- 
examined by the Deputies respecting various incidents connected with the Russian 
troops at Kazvin, and chiefly as to the Zenjan incident, 

On the 4th June, the President announced that Vakil-ul-Roaya would not in 
future afford any assistance, as he had done in the past, to the executive departments, 
‘This was in consequence of the hostile criticism to which his action had given rise, 
Votes wore taken, with the result that the majority approved of his continued activity 
in the executive branch while still a member. 

‘On the 7th June, Prince Assadul ry of reporter to the 
committee formed to deal with the Cabinet crisis resulting from the suppression of the 
newspapers and other causes, read a long speech containing the conclusions arrived at 
by his co ‘Tho statement cor eference to the demand of Sardar Assad 
on behalf of himself and the Promi powers than they possessed in order to 
deal effectively with the situation. it would seem, the committee was not prepared 
yeaa vont to the BR n made and he had stated that he 
‘was opposed to a change of Cabinet. 

On the 12th June after Sipahdar had been induced to return to ‘Tehran from the 
country where he d, one of the members gave an author ¢ account of 

t negotiations respecting the Cabinet er the Regent had sent, 

¢ President and had sent a messa i » House to the effect that he 

change of ( eon decided to form another 

committee to discuss matter inisters with a view to a settlement, 

Another deputy strongly: cond em by which important matters of State 

discussed in secret by committees whereupon the President lost his temper and 

ithdrew. He was, how turn and a committee was eventually 
is now dealing 


P. CHURCHILL, 


Tabrecz. 


1, ‘the situation i aijan is normal, Tneidentsat Urumin and near Zenj 
which Russian troops and the Persian forces were concerned, have been reported in a 


His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, arrived at Urumia on the 


Resht. 


1, delat ch, ol 11 of Zil-es-Sultan, passed through Resht on the 15th 
May on his 

2 ‘The governor and the hea 
quarrellod with the local assembly, 
trative airs, The members of the loeal asse or to report 
matters to Tehran, Letters threatening the icials have been 
scattered about the town, 

Kiyvam-ed-Dowle or of eunder the reactionary régime, 
arrested on the 16th Maj i y he had failed to appoint 
a responsible agent to represent hi Ie has since been allowed to return 
to Tehran, 

On the 19th May, the local press published a celegram from the Minister of the 
Interior (Sipahdar), informing the public that in future all cases between Persians and 
foreign subjects should bo tried in the P law courts, and that the local Foreign 
Ollice agent has no right to interfore, but may be present at important cases 


Meshed. 


On the whole, Khor. ye shid to be fuirly orderly, Robbers from Fars 
; usual. " Meshed and the 
ion is said to have perceptibly 
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slackened during the last few months, Up to date Khorassan has paid its revenue on, 
tho whole very ‘well, but considersbls diftealty i» anticipated in it collection during. 
the ensuing year. During May, numerous robberies were reported on the roads in the 
west of the province, and on the main trade road to Seistan. 

2. Major F. MeConaghey arrived on the 7th May and took over the duties of consul 
for Seistan and Kain. He left for Turbat on the 19th May. 


Seistan. 

1, The now Russian military attaché, Captain Svetkoff, arrived on the 17th April, 

2. On the 2nd June the Central Persian telegraph line was reported. totally: 
interrupted between Robat and Dehanneb. ‘This appears to have been the work of 
Afghan gun-runners, of whom three parties were moving by Galuchah and Baluchab 
towards Seistan. ‘The first party, 100 men with 400 camels, was suid to have arms with 
it, and was at Baluchab on the rd June. ‘The second party, also with arms, was near 
Gurrandab on the 8th June. The third party, said to number 800, was due at Baluchaly 
on the 9th June, ‘The telegraph officials were ordered to leave Dehanneh for Robat on. 
the 14th June as there was danger of Dehanneh being attacked by the Afghans, ‘The 


Indian troopsat Robat are being retained there until the last of the Afghans have passed. 
northwards. 


Ispahan, 


1, A local journal having published an article reflecting on the Bakhtiari régime at 
Tapabin, atuucbor of Bante seramiag: a\threalanion ataiide teyawdetineditor 
he Governor-General had the editor tried, and he was oondemned to fourteen days? 

imprisonment ; his paper to be suppressed for three months. Tho Governor-General, 
however, released the editor, 

2, On the 16th May an American traveller, Mr, Dubois, arrived from Shiraz, 
having travelled unmolested on his own horses, He loft for Tehran on the 20th, 

3, During May the condition of all the roads was normal, posts arrived regularly, 
and no robberies were reported. 


Burujird, 


In the middle of May Mr. Strauss reported that according to Persian reports the 
Lurs had been committing excesses in the Sariband district and that further excesses 
were feared. 


Kashan. 


On the 27th May, Naib Hussein, who disturbed the peaco of Kashi some four 
ths ago, was reported to be within 4 miles of the town, with 260 mon, On the 
two of his sons, with 150 men, entered Kashan unopposed, Naib Hussein rem 
at Finn, On the 2nd June he posted notices on the town gate, which, after stati 
the rates at which food-stuffs were to be sold, went on to say that if the governor 
not leave the town that night he would be attacked, The Naib added that he had no 
intention of interfering with the town or the people, exoopt seven or eight of his 
enemies. ‘Tho Government troops remained in occupation of the positions they had 
taken up in the town, and on the 6th, 7th, and 8th June a good deal of firing took 
ice, resulting in the Government troops losing one killed and two wounded, while the 
jaib was said to have had eight casualties, Reinforcements for the Government troops 
have been dispatched from Kum. 


Yesd. 


1. On the whole the roads have been undisturbed, but two robberies wore 
reported, the first on the Kerman road in the middle of May, when the post was 
robbed; this was donolby algsng'of some) a00 volbars, wien sie) goraeoe presied to 
the Fars boundary. He was unable to do more than engage their rearguard, from 
which he recovered twenty donkeys, three or four of the robbers being killed.” The 
second robbery occurred on the Tabbas road at the end of May, when @ caravan was 
looted and soveral Afghan camel-men were killed, As a result of representations mado 
by His Majesty's legation, the Minister of the Interior seut ungent orders for the arrest 
and punishment of the perpetrators. Steps are being taken to provide road guards, but 
itappears that those employed are not rogularly paid Somo teoubles and oitrages are 
ape fom the dintet. At Andekat the exaetions of the lol governor Ted. to 
1738) 
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seventy villagers forcing their way into the telephone office and déimanding that they 
he allowed to pay taxes direct to Yezd. At Nain a. hooligan who killed a servant of 
the deputy govemor in the mosque and wounded two inoffensive Jewish pedlars was 
not arrested, as the deputy governor was afraid of the man’s followers. At Taft a 
seyyid made at unprovoked attack on an old Parsce and wounded him on the head goa 
face with a knife, “In Yerd itself a Parsee endowment house, which was twelve years 
ago illegally seized by a Mahommedan neighbour during the absence of the trustes, was 
recently restored to the Parsees by order of the governor, who gave permission to 
rebuild the dividing wall, On appeal this decision was revoked, but permission was 
ven by the governor to the Parsees to refer the matter to'Tebran, Despite this, the 
fahommedan on the 6th June broke down the wall, and beat and abused the Parsee 
woman in charge, An appeal by the Parsee community to the governor was met with 
vituperation. ‘The Parsees contemplated taking refuge’ in the British telegraph office, 
but were dissuaded from doing so by Mr. Blackman. An urgent demand has been 
onde for the first instalment of this year's taxes of which the governor seems determined 
to enforce payment, irrespective of the people's ability to pay. The governor seems, 
moreover, to make the most of his opporttnities of extorting money from those he 
makes responsible for the collection of taxes. 
2. Colonel Haig, His Majesty's consul at Kerman, arrived on the 15th May, and 
loft for Kerman on the 20th May. 


Kermanshah, 


‘The roads have all remained safe, and the proviuee in good order except for some 
tribal fighting on the Kurdistan border. ‘The governor is in negotiation with Daoud 
Khan, the Kalhoor chief, and is awaiting the atrival of some Bakhtiari horsemen before 
moving from Kermanshah. Daoud Khan is reported to be apprebensive of the force 
being collected by the governor, and to be ready to make terms with him. Some 
Aiscontent, was expressed against the methods adopted by the governor for restoring 
order, but his prompt arrest of two of the ringleaders of the malcontents has put a stop 
to the ayitation, 


Hamadan 


Several robberies ary reported, and the police are said to be very unsatisfactory. 
i from ‘Tehran and leit on the 21st May for Uromnin 
ho 18th May six Russian Cossacks arrived from Kasvin. ‘The next day 
Tho object of their visit was not known.” A private letter to 
e the number as fifty with three officers, ‘They 
re entertained by Amir Atkham for two days at his village. The account given by 
the Russian Minister is mentioned in another despatch, 


Kerman. 


‘d from Bunder Abbas on the 17th May, and left to 

Jolonel Haig on the Yer ord. Colonel Haig arrived on the 31st May. 
2, Surdar-i-Zaflir, Bakhtiari, has been appointed governor in succession to Kawam- 
ul-Mulk, He will not reich Kerman for three months, during which time the 
wernor of Yezd will officiate for him. Kawam-ul-Mulk has resigned the post on the 
grounds that-the Central Government have not given him proper support, and have not 
ted his property in Fars, and because the deputy governor took advantage of his 
¢ on tour to intrigue asainst hi Dannet tour Kawam-ul-Mulk collected a 
amount of taxes and punished several local governors for oppression and 
extortion, 


Shiraz. 


Sultanch, the new Governor-General, arrived at the beginning of June, 
sinew when quiet has prevailed in the town, ‘The Kashgais appear to be divided into two 
under Zeigham-ed-Dowleh and Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and the latter's attitude 
towards the Governor-General is said to be submissive. ‘The Bushire road vii Kazerun 
‘appears to be once more open to traffie, and four Russian Cossacks travelled by it in 
safety to Shiriz ‘The post is also now sent by this route. On the Ispaban road 
the section near Sivend is reported unsafe, though no specific acts of robbery are 
reported, : 
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Perstan Guur. 


Bushire, 

1, Early in May the new Governor-General of Fars telegraphed to Darya Be; 
informing him that the Gulf ports had been placed under him (the Governor-General), 
and confirming the Darya Beggi in their governorship. 

2. At the end of April the Customs Department, with the help of the Khan of 
Bunder Rig, established a custom-house near the mouth of the Rudhilla River, a well- 
known resort of smugglers, . 


Aliwaz, 
His Majesty's consul left for Ispahan on the 22nd May, 


Mohammerah, 


The Anglo-Persian Oil Company have bought Messrs. F, C, Strick and Co’s new 
launch for use on the Shatt-cl-Arab and Lower Karun, ‘The oil company's motor- 
Jaunch erossed the rapids between Nassiri and Ahwaz and entered the Upper Karun on 


the 23rd Apri 
©, B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 





[23862] No. 33. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reovived July 4.) 

(No. 234. Confidential.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, June 21, 1910. 

THAVE the honour to state, with reference to my despatch No. 261 of tho 2nd 
instant, that I asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day whether the German 
Ambassador had made any overtures to him with a view to negotiations respecting 
Persia. He replied in the negative, but added. that it was not for Germany but for 
Russia to make the first move, as Germany had proposed negotiations in 1907. His 
Excellency went on to say that Count Benckendorff seemed to have rather gathered that 
His Majesty's Government would prefer parallel to joint nogotiations, and that they 
might not like him to make a proposal to them, such as he has contemplated, with a 
view to joint negotiations. said that I did not at all know this to be tho case, and it 
might be a mistake to take it for granted. At any rate, L was certain that you word 
most desirous that before any negotiations wero opened with Germany the two 
Governments should come to a clear understandiag between themselves as to the 
manner in which they would respectively act in the course of the negotiations, and that 
you would like his Excellency to formulate somo suggestion on the subject which you 
could consider. M. Isvolsky asked whether His Majesty's Government would wish 
Germany to be informed that the two Governments had such an undorstanding 
between them regarding the negotiations, and I replied to tho effect that I thought:you 
would approve of a communication of this kind being made to Germany, as ities 
that complete solidarity existed between us. His Bx ellency gave me to understand 
that he would think the matter over further, and that le would probably make somo 
suggestions to you before long. 

Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





[23863] on 
Ar, O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received July 4.) 


(No. 285.) 
Si 


Se St. Petersburgh, June 22, 1910. 
‘THE Minister for Foreign Affairs mentioned to ine yesterday that Isaak Khan, 
formerly Persian Minister here and now in the same capacity at Rome, had expressed 
to @ Russian diplomatist the opinion that it would be disastrous to withdraw the 
Russian force from Tabrees, as it provided the ouly kind of security against complete 
anarchy. T asked what his Excellency could tell me about the Kazvin force. He 
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replied that Russia was only waiting for a propitious moment to effect the withdrawal 
of that force, but whenever she was on the point of doing so a fresh incident occurred 
to render it impracticable. At the present moment there were the different incidents 
that I knew of, and there was also a case of a Russian subject who had been torn in 
Pieces by a mob in Mazanderan. 
Tfelt that the occasion was not very favourable for Pursuing the subject farther, 
Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(23868) No, 35. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey —(Reeeived July 4.) 
No, 292,) 
i, St. Petorsburgh, June 29, 1910. 

I HAD an interview with M. Isvolsky to-day, after the receipt of your telegram 
No, 347 of the 28th instant, recording a conversation which you had had with Count 
Benckendorff regarding the Russian forces in Persia. I found that his Excellency had 
not yet received a report of this conversation from the Russian Ambassador, and I 
accordingly read your telegram to him, I said also that Mr. Marling had expressed 
the opinion in ono of his recent telegrams that the news of the dispatch to Tabreoz of 
men to replace the time-expired men who had gone home would lead to an outburst of 
public excitement in Persia, I pointed out that the recent incidents of which the 
Russian Government had had to complain either had been settled or were in a fair 
Way towards a settlement, and T asked whether the Minister for Foreign Affairs eould 
not soe his way to announce simultaneously the dispatch of the reliefs to Tabroez and 
the withdrawal of the Russian forco from Kazvin—an announcement which would 
produco an excellent effect. 

M, Isvolsky. begau by saying that he was as anxious as anybody else for the 
withdrawal of the Kazvin force, but that the Persians made it impossible for him to 
ellect it. It was not the caso, his Excellency went on to say, that the incidents in 

uussia was concerned were settled. ‘Tho Persian Government still declined to 
romoye Mukhbir-cs-Sultaneh, the Governor-General of ‘Tabreez, ‘This official was 
ing in evory possible way against Russia, and the Russian Government must 
insist on his recall. ‘Then it had been reported’ that very morning in the press that 
there had been a case of armed robbery on the Kazvin road. What effect would bo 
produced on public opinion if, immediately after the occurrence, the Russian troops 
wore withdrawn? ‘Finally, M. Tavolsky said that he would do his best to hasten the 
withdrawal of the Kazvin force, but that it did not depend solely on him. Ho 
remarked, as evidence of his good intentions, that the Minister of War had de: 
send roliets to Knavin as well as Tabreoz, but that he had refused his conse: 
Tatter ease, because he had said that the force must be withdravwn. 

‘The impression which I gained from this conversation was that the Mi 
Foreign Affairs would genuinely like to withdraw the Russian troops from Kazvin, but 
that he is deterred from doing 80 partly by the fear of public opinion and partly’ also 
perhaps by the influence of the mi s in the Caucasus, which he is not 
strong enough to override, 1 was struck also by the stress which he Inid on the 
necessity of the recall of Mikhbit-es-Sultaneh. 

Thave, &. 
HUGH O'BEIRN 





[23871] No. 36. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Groy.—(Reeeived July 4.) 


St, Petersburgh, June 30, 1910, 
338 of the 24th instant, I addressed the 
enclose a copy to the Minister of Foreign 
Afairs, stating that, in view of the reluetance shown by the Persian Government to 
apply to the two Powers for an advance, His\Majesty’s Government considered that it 
would be inadvisable to discourage a sound British syndicate, such as the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company's group, from negotiating with a view to a loan, so long as the 
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conditions proposed were not prejndicial either to Russian or to British interests in 
Persia. 

Thave the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which I have 
to-day-received from the Rnssian Government, intimating that they haye no objection 
to an advance of 400,001. being made to the Persian Government by the British 
group in question, provided that the debts contracted by the Persian Government with 
the Banque d’Escompte et des Préts are in the first place converted, and that tho 
Persian revenues which serve as guarantees of the Russian loans aro not affected to 
the service of the advance to be made by the British group. 

Thave, &. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 36, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to M. Tavolsky by Mr. O'Beirne, 


DANS une dépéche en dato du 21 mars (3 juin) Mr. Marling exprimait Vavie qu'il 
se passerait quelque temps avant que le Gouvernement persan ne jugeat opportun de 
faire des démarches en vue d'obtenir Vaide financier des deux Goavernements, Dans 
Yopinion de Mr, Marling, il n'existait point de raison valable pour s'opposer fv co quo 
la Perse, si elle ne voulait pas s'adresser aux deux Puissances dans co but, n’obtienno 
Vargent dont elle avait besoin d'une autre source contre laquelle il n'y’ aurait pas 
objections A soulever, telle, par exemplo, que lo syndicat formé par la société Anglo- 
Persian Oil, on autres sociétés disposant des capitaux nécessaires. 

Il somble a Grey que les probabilités dune démarche prochaine de la part 
du Gouvernement persan en vue d’obtenir un emprunt des deux Gouvernements wont 
pas augments depuis que Mr. Marling a émis Popinion exposée ciedossus, Etant donnd 
Te danger qui existo que le Gouvernement. persan_ne tente de conclure un emprunt 
avec tine tierce Paissance, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique estime quill. y 
aurait des inconvénients 4 découragor un syndicat anglais, solide au point de yuo 
financier, de négocier aveo Ia Perso, tant quo les conditions de Vemprunt. projets 
ne portent aucun préjudice aux intéréts russes ou britanniques en Perse. Sir 13, Gre 
attacherait du prix a sayoir quolle est 1a manidre de voir du Gouvernemont Impérial 
co sujet. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 11 (24) juin, 1910. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 36, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Mr. O'Beirne by M. Tsvolaky. 


LE Gouvernement Impérial no voit pas dobjections & ce que le syndicat formé 
par la société Anglo-Persian Oil mentionné dans Vaide-mémoire do PAmbassade 
britannique, en date du 11 (24) courant, avance au Gouvernement persan la sommo de 
400,0001,, 4 condition, toutefois, que cette avance soit faite aprés ln conversion dos 
Altos: dudit Gouvernement ila Banquo d'Escompto ot dow Prets et que lee sources 
de revenus servant de garanties aux emprunts russes. ne soient pas affectées aux 
services de ladite opération. Le Gouvernement Impérial 4 en vuo que, d'aprds les 
renseignements dont il dispose, ledit syndicate no poursuit en Perse aucun but 
politique et ne demande que certaines concessions de mines dans les environs de 
Kerman et dans la zone neutre. Quant aux autres syndicats auxquels il est fait 
allusion dans V'aide-mémoire de Vambassade, tols que le Syndicat international et celui 
de Ta maison Séligman, le Gouvernement Impérial ignore leurs conditions, ot ne saurait, 
Par conséquent, formuler uno opinion & leur gard. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 17 (30) juin, 1910. 
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[23797] No. 37. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 205.) 

(Pelegraphic.) Pp, Foreign Ofice, July 4, 1910. 
Saal » pas) ta ERD of Russian troops. Please see your telegram of the 
nd July. 

We have previously been requested by the Persian Government to use our 
influence in favour of withdrawal. The Russians have for some time past, as it 
appears, been ready to withdraw their troops from Kaavin, You should point out 
to the Persian Ministors that the matter now appears to rest with their Government, 
since the withdrawal has been obstructed by minor questions on which the Persians 
have never replied. 





[23766] No, 38. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No, 107.) 
Foreign Office, July 4, 1910. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of correspondence, as noted in the margin,® 
with the Anglo-Porsiin Oil Company respecting the alloged trouble between their 
agents and the Bakhtiari guards, on the subject of which, as reported in your telegram 
No. 205 of Ist May, you made representations to the Bakhtiari khans, 

You will observe from the company's letter that their local agents are unable to 
account for the report in question, since no difficulty appears actually to have occurred. 

Unless, therefore, you consider it advisable to make further investigations, the 
matter may be allowed to drop, 

Tam, &e. 
BE. GREY. 





[23766] No. 39. 
Foreign Opies to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 4, 1910. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of tho 1st respecting the alleged trouble caused at the company’s works 
in consequence of the action of the Bakhtiari guards, 

AAs you do not consider it necessary to pursue the matter, there appears to Sir E. 
Grey to be no reason for His Majesty's Government to se any further action to be 
taken with rogard to it unless His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran should think 
that it ought to bo investigated. 

T am accordingly to inform you that a copy of your letter will be forwarded to 
Mr, Marling, to whom discretion will bo given to act'as he thinks best with regard to 
this question, 





[23583] No. 40. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 206.) 
(Belegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, July 5, 1910. 
CONVERSION of Russian Bank debts. Please seo Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram 
No, 103 of tho 30th Juno, 
‘What is the actual state of negotiations? Do you think it probable that they will 
be concluded in the near future? 
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(23571) No. 41. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 


(No, 183. Confidential.) 
Sir, 


view. 
Pereira d hig Excellency whathad passed with Mr. Moore in this Ofiee before he went 
to Tehran. His Majesty's Government were not encouraging any loan, and whatever 
was being done was being done quite independently of them. T had some time ago 
favoured the idea that the Persian Government might be supplied with money through 
by the British owners of an oil concession of the shares which the Persian 
Government held in that concession, for such an arrangement would not have impaired 
the securities of either the British or Russian Government in Persia, and it would have 
prevented the transfer to foreigners of the shares which the Persian Govermnent held 
Ina British concession, ‘This was a matter which stood by itself; but even with rogard 
I had not done anything sinco the Persian Government had the 
proposal, which was apparently now again in suspense, of applying to tho British and 
Russian Governments for loan. 
Tam, &e. 
» GREY. 





(24290) No, 42. ; 
Mr, Marling to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Reeeived July 6.) 


‘elegraphic.) P. Gulahele, Judy 6, 1910: 
RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 
In reply to your telegram No. 205 of the 4th July, Ihave the honour to report 
that I have already informed the Persian Government that the question of withdrawal 
Jies in their own hands, 





[23816] No. 43, 
Sir Edvard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 207.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 6, 1910, 
(Tele PU oxide, Pleaso sco your despatch No, 88, datod tho Srd uno, 

‘The note of the Persian Government is simply an assertion, and cannot be 
regard as salistactory proof that Muin’s concession expe before signature of hi 
contract with Messrs. Weir. : ‘i 

You should therefore inform Persian Government that unless they can satisfy us 
as to this we shall be forced to hold them responsible if British interests are in any 
way injured through their action in disregarding coutract. 


oo ES EEE Eee 
[23619] Novas, 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
{fe ee) Foreign Ofice, July 6, 1910. 


" | HAVE received Sir G, Barclay’s despatch No. 207 of the 9th November last, 
relative to the farther assurances which the Sheikh of Mohammerah desires to receive 
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fiom lis Majesty's Government, and [transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence 
which lias since passed between this department and the India Otfice on the subject.” 
‘The wishes of the sheikh in this matter may bo summarised as follows :-— 


1, He is anxious that tho assurance already given to him and subsequently 
extended’ to his heirs and successors may be modified so as to apply to his male 
descendants, 

2, He desires that the assurances given should be made to hold good for 100 


te property 
ion by foreign Powers 
recognised rights or 


two ports as at present 
He’ hopes that, if a general catastrophe in Persia compels His Majes 
ernment to intervene in the southern part of that country, be and his tribesmen 
maintained in their present position or, if that is impossible, that he may 
11 his personal reven be granted an asyhuny in India or elsewh 
7, He wishes the assurances given him to be embodied ina form which he can 
show to his tribomen, to strengtl support of himself and their faith in 
the friendly policy of His Majesty’ 


As regards (1), His Majesty's Government seo n0 objection to compliance with the 
abeileh’s swish, on condition that the assurances given shall only hold good so long. as 
his malo descondints uot only full their obligations to His Majesty's and the Persian 
Governments but remain aecuptable to their tribesinen. 

‘As regards (2) His Majesty's Government are of opinion that this eonicession should 
not be maile, at 3 

As regards "s Governnient see no objection to granting an 
assurance of the ct to the condition Ind down in the succeeding 
paragraph. 

‘As regards (4) His 3's Government are willing to comply with the sheikh’s 
RVaaIOAC MTS CU nb he ass tanaN bara aie De a watalcee to be 
recorded in writing, that they cannot bind themselves to forcible intervention on hi 
behalf 

‘As regards (5) His Majesty's Government consider it undesirable to give such an 
assurance and prefer to confine themselves to general expressions of goodwill which 
should be conveyed to the sheikh when the assurances are given him, 

As rogards'(6), the sheikh should be informed that the contingency 
which His Majesty's Government cannot contemplate, and should be referred to the 
text of the Anglo-Russian arningement concerning Persia, whereby the two Powers 
have bound themselves to respect the independence und integrity of that country, and 
to the communication already made to him on the Ist December, 1908, in which this 
point is expressly dealt wit 

‘As regards (7), His Majesty’s Government see no objection to compliance with the 
sheikh's wishes, 

‘As the considlerations which have led to these conclusions are fully set forth in the 
enclosed correspondence, it ix unnecessary to recapitulate them in this despatch, 

1 tranamit to you herewith the text of the assarauoes ns Snally approved by Hi- 
Majerty’s Governmont, and T nuthorise you to forward them to Hi Majesty's consule 
Ns Bushire, with instructions to Hold himself in readiness to convey them to the 
sheikh. 

Colonel Cox should not, however, actually take this step till His Majesty's 
Government have had an opportunity of examining the sheikh's statement of his case 
against tho Vali of Bussorab, which, as I understand from your telegram No. 251 of the 
Lith June, I may expect shortly to receive, 

statement should appear to justify his Exeellency’s acts and his attitude 
towards the vali, you will be authorised by telegraph to instruct Colonel Cox to convey 
the assurances forthwith ; but if not, the question will receive reconsideration 

T may add that, should tho sheikh’s statement appear satisfactory, a suitable 


* To India Office, Tanuary 81; India Ofice, February 16; to ditto, March 81; India Olice, April 19 ; 
to ditto, June 18; Tadia Office, June 80, 1910. 
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opportunity will he taken of conferring on his Excellency the insignia of a K.O.LE, 
in accordance with Colonel Cox's suggestion, a favour which cannot fiil to be pleasi 
to him, and which will at the same time afford to His Majesty's Government, 1 
necessary, a pretext for intervention on his behalf, In the meanwhile, however, no 
mention of this intended grant should be made to his Exeellenoy. 
Tam, &. 
B, GREY, 


Enclosure in No. 44. 
Text of Assurances to be given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 


“J AM authorised to inform your Excellency that whateverchange may take place 
in the form of the Government of Persia, and whether it be Royalist or Nationalist, 
His Majesty's Government will be prepared to afford you the support necessary for 
obtaining satisfactory solution im the event of any ‘encroachment. by the Porsian 
Government on your Juriatietion and recognised sights or on your property in Pers 

“Tn like manner they will safeguard you to the best of their ability against an 
unprovoked attack by a foreign Power or against any encroachment. by such a Power 
on your said jurisdiction and recognised rights or on your property in Persia,” 


(In giving these two assurances, Colonel Cox should add a verbal explanation to 
the effeot that, while His Majesty's Government are perfectly sincere in their intentions 
towards the sheikh, and have therefore given him these assurances, yet circumstances 
might arise in which it would be impossible to intervene by foroe on his bebalf, In 
such a ease ke would of course receive the strongest diplomatic support. 

Colonel Cox should reoord in writing the substance of the conversation in the 
course of which this intimation is made to the sheikh.) 


“‘These assurances are given for yourself, and are intended to extend to your malo 
descendants so long, as you and thoy akall not have falled to observe. your doligntions 
CGrratin tho Cantal Govorstasat and atall continu Volbs-nosopeiblaite/yoit tHieerien: 
to be guided by the edvice of His Majesty’s Government, Cadkoconosin ad ete 
satisfactory to them.” 

‘The text of the document handed to the sheikh for the information of his tribesmen 
would be precisely similar with the omission in the last paragraph of the words “to 
tp acooptable to. your teibesmien” Te would also b6 tinsoonmpunied by any -verbal 
explanation, 





(23775) No. 45. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Baron Gericke. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 6, 1910, 
WITH reference to your conversation with Mr, Mallet on the 24th ultimo of which 
ho apptised me, when you enquired as to the attitude of His Majesty’s Government 
with regard to th granting of concessions to foroign Powers by the Persian 
Government, I take note of your assurance that the Netherland Government will not 
proceed in the matter of the Karun irrigation scheme without, the concurrence of the 
Sih of Maammerah and against tho wishes of Hi Majesty's Government, and have 
the honour to inform you that His Majesty's Government would not object in. principle 
to the participation of Dutch capital. in the enterprise if the moment were opportune 
and if the company were British. His Majesty's Government hope that the Netherland 
Government will keep them fully informed of any new development in connection with 
the matter. 
Tam, &e, 
EB. GREY. 
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(24542) No. 46, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 276.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

RUSSIAN Bank and Persian Government, 

In reply to your telegram No. 206 of the 5th July, Ihave the honour to report 
(Dat up: Pera (Govornmes aga obaklderiag. rasiban inns: Butlers oe diseuseiag 
them with Russian Bank, although thoy are constantly applying both to Russian 
‘Legation and to bank for information. 

‘They state that negotiations will shortly be commenced. 


Gulahek, July 7, 1910, 





(24649) No. 47. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived July 7.) 
(No. 277.) 
(Pelegraphic.) PB. Gulahek, July 7, 1910. 

PLEASE refer to my despatch No. 94 of the 10th June: Karun irrigation, 

1 om informed by the Dutch Minister that a member of the Medjliss has 
approached him with a view to applying for concession on the Karun. 

M. Oudendijk enquires whether His Majesty’s Government would raise any 
objection, and states that the syndicate will be confined to English and Dutch, and 
that Kngland shall supply at least half the capital. He is of opinion that concession 
will be more easily acquired if British participation is not communicated to Persian 
Government. 





(24542) No. 48, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 


No. 874. 
{ola by ees Foreign Office, July 7, 1910. 


FINANCIAL assistance to Per 

Please sco Mr, Marling’s telegram No, 276 of to-day. 

Tt would bo disastrous to agreo to the Russian Government's apparent desire to 
withhold financial assistance from the Persian Government till the completion, of the 
negotiations for consolidating P Government's debts to the Russian Bank, as 
these will certainly take some time, and it, is that the Persian Government 
should as soon as possible lio in possession of the meaus of restoring order, especially 
as rogards roads in south, and of putting the financial administration under better 
organisation. 

Tt is not quite clear, moreover, how the negotiations for consolidation of debts to 
Russian Bank would be unfayourably affected by an advance, limited to the amount 
of tlie purchase of the oil shares, or why the Russians refuse t6 agree to the latter, till 
the negotiations with regard to the former be satisfuetorily concluded. 

You should point out these considerations to M. Isvolsky, and add that in view of 
them it seems hardly reasonable to oppose this scheme, 





(23799) No. 49. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofiee. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 7, 1910. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo respeeting the issue of passports 
to Persian subjects proceeding to the island of Bahrein, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir B, Grey to uansmit to you copies of telegraphic eorrespondenes, as marked. in 
the margin,* which has passed between this Office and His Majesty's chargé d'affaires 
at Tehran on the subject, 
It will be observed that the political agent at Bahrein recommends that a certain 


* Mr. Marling, Nos, 269 and 274, Telegraphic; to Mr. Marling, No. 202, Telegraphic. 
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Persian merchant, wlio visés the passports in question, should, for reasons which are 
explained, be expelled from the island, and that Mr. Marling supports this 
recommendation, 
Subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, Sir BE. Grey 
roposes to approve the course suggested, and to authorise Mr, Marling to inform the 
Bilan Goverameat of the action taken fn the wanes indicated, 
‘am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





123683] No. 50, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Sir, Poreign Ogice, July 7, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the teceipt of your letter 
of the Ist instant, enclosing the draft of a telegram to your chief managor in ‘Tehran 
respecting the supply of arms and ammunition to the Persian Government, 

Tam to state that, as your messenger was verbally informed when he left the 
letter, Sir E. Grey approves the terms of the telegram in question, and to express to the 
bank his thanks for the attitude which they have taken in this matter, 

Tam, &¢, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[25563] No. 51, 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorgf, July 8, 1910. 


EN plus des deux cas denlovement de femmes chrdtionnes, dont Yio n'a pas 
encore é€é rendue, les chefs kurdes ‘Temirbeck, Mirmamed, et’ Radobeck, qui ont 
donné le " dekbact"” aux Tures, ont attaqué le village de Senger. 

Cette attaque eut lieu aprés uno entrevue des chefs nommés avec lo consul de 
Turquie & Ourmiah, et le sidge du village a été lové, d'aprds touto apparonco, a Ia 
demande de co consul. 


imatiquement les Kurdes ces exeds, loa Turcs 
visent & réduire les populations & Vextrémité pour obtenir Ie " dokhact,” 
Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 


We 8 juillet, 1910, 





(24654) No. 52. 
Messrs. M. Samuel and Co, to Foreign Office. —(Recoived July 8.) 


(Private and Confidential.) Shell House, 104 and 105, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
Sir, London, July 7, 1910, 

WE beg to refer to the letter which you wrote us on the 13th March, owing to the 
contents of which we informed you that we would not at the moment undertake any 
financial business for the Persian Government. In view of what you were good 
enough to tell us at the interview which we had with you concerning the financial 
situation in Persia, and of the statement in your letter of the 12th March, that the 

urities offered by the Persians were already pledged to other partios, wo feel it is 
only right that we should tell you that we have received informaticn to the effect that 
the firm of Messrs. Seligmann Brothers is stated now to be represented at ‘Tehran with 
a view to securing the very business abont which we wrote and saw you, and, further, 
that they are stated to be worl g on behalf of the Deutsche Bank. "This information 
We can in no-sense state to be genuine, though wo have no reason to doubt. the 
credibility of our informant, and we only pass it on to you in a strictly private and 
confidential manner, as matter which yon might desire to verify for yourself in the 
event of your not having any authentic information, 





We should be glad to know whether it is still the view of the Foroign Office that 
no British firm could reeeive their support in carrying out such a project as we laid 
Before you in March, and whether wo are right in assuming that the Foreign Office 
could take no step to prevent the business heing carried through by a firm representing 
foreign interests. 

We remain, &, 
M. SAMUEL axp Co. 





(24072) No. 53. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdoard Grey—(Received July S.) 
(No, 278) 
(Velegraphie,) P 
HORMUZ oxide, 
In reply to your telegram No. 207 of the Gth July, I have the honour to report 
that Strick’s agent in 1 now informs me, in contradiction of his previons 
statement (see my despatch No. 72 of the 1th May), that the formal contract is still 
unsigned. ‘There appears to be no desire on the part of the Persian Government 
to withdraw from the ¢ «leven did wish to repudiate it, Strick’s 
position would he perl note to mo of the 
Tig. eae the might, 
"delay signature, T hesitate to send one i 
k’s agent learns that the fact of the lapse of Muin’s concession in 1905 will 
shortly be communicated to me officially by Persian Governme 
In the meanwhile, shall I delay action ? 


Gulahek, July 8, 1910. 





[24678] No. 54. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No, 279.) 
(Telegraphic P, Gulahek, July 8, 1910, 
T HAVE tho honour to report that the president and vico-presidents of Medjliss 
resigned yesterday, all of Ministry will probably follow. 





124679) 
r Edward Grey.—(Reeeived July 8.) 
Gulahek, July 8, 1910. 


3 to Persian Govornmei 

With reference to your telegram No. 374 of the 7th July to Mr. O'Beimne. 

T have the honour to report that on the 30th June Mr, Preece, with the consent of 
M, Poklewski, approached the Persian Government with proposal for advance, but 
Minister of nformed him that the Government could not accept his terms, 
‘The overtures made by Messrs. Moore and Osborno are undoubtedly the cause of 
this reply. 

With regard to the stipulation made by the Russian Government that the 
consolidation of the Persian Government’s debts to the Banque d’Fscompte de Perse 
should be concluded first, I would point out that, as the security provided by the 
northern customs is barely sufficient, collateral security is required, and Russian 
Government do not naturally desiro to see suitable security diverted to other directions. 
Since tho oil shares at present pay no dividend, they necessarily fall within the 
category of eollateral security for the advance proposed by Lord Strathcona, A lien 
‘on som existing revenue would therefore be required by the group. 


53 
(24680) No. 56, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received July 8,) 
(No. 281.) 


(Telegraphic) P. 
"THERE has beon 





(22779) No. 57. 


Foreign Office to Messrs. HUinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey 
letter of the 24th ultimo relative to the shi roe 


Foreign Ofice, July 8, 1910, 
knowledge the receipt of your 


‘Hormus: nent of red oxide from the island of 


In this letter you make cortain complaints of the action 
ment in refraining, since the month of April last, 
Government had declared that the concession hel hy 


of His Majesty's Govern- 
when they learnt that tho Persian 


remem bl dela tat y Muin-ut-Tajjar to work the mines 


ship oxide from the island yw 
signed by them with your firm, ac 
1908, You further request a conti 
Government up to the 

referred to, and 

Messrs, Weir an 


Government, of which you now complain, was forced 
t they had absolutely no ground for taking 
mt them. 


hese facts, which have heen familiar to His Majesty’ in thei 
a Majesty's Government r mail 
gaitnes Jor sae tn past though the telegraphic reports of Hi Majety's chasey 
ehran, have only lately i at 
aaa nach mec ecome Amnown to them in detail through 
rage tt information contained in this despatch was communicated to Mr Mari 
Yet IRoaya, the depnty for Hamadan, who, in consequence of his high resin 
for jae xp, and patty vag eatrusted by the competent, committeo of 
Me vestigation of Muin-ut-Tujjar's i cessi 
on which yas base the const af the Ath Deane Agog a 1 the concession, 
The facts of the case aro as follows :— 


ited to 
died a 


In 1904, rather more than a year befo 
obtained a second firman from the Shah, sea thi’ @ 
Abbas Kuli Khan, the Oriental secret 
the concession in perpetui 

carter) lowever, now explains that this second firman did no more than 


riginal concession expired, Muin 
this is the document which ho showed to 
ary of His Majesty's Logation, in 1907, as granting 





alter some and confirm others of the provisions of the original firman granted to Malik- 
ut-Tujjar in 1896, but did not extend it, and that the best proof of this view is precisely 
that no period is fixed for the lease. 

Mb, Marling thinks that Vekil-ul-Roaya’s contention is right, for at all events an 
examination of the document in question (which, like all such Persian instruments, is 
very loosely worded), in the light of subsequent knowledge of an earlier unexpired 
concession, bears out his reading of it at least as well as that of Muin-ut-Tujjar. 

‘That Abbas Kuli Khan should have been misled is not surprising. As has been 
said, the paper is loosely worded ; he had the greatest difficulty in persuading Muin- 
ut-l'ujjar to allow him even to see it, and the latter entirely declined to permit him to 
take a copy of it, his unwillingness probably arising from the fear that careful study of 
it would reveal the flaw and lead to the conjecture of an earlier firman, the production 
of which ho could not avoid, and which would have revealed the fact that the concession 
had at that time expired. “At that moment, when, it must be remembered, Messra, 
Malcolm, of Bushire, professed their ability to obtain. the concession, it was obviously. 
of vital importance to Muin to keep such information from the knowledge of the 
Tegation, who wero giving him a measure of unofficial support in the hope that he 
Would carry out his proposal to your firm for the formation of an English company to 
work the oxide and so dobar the trade from falling into German hands, but whe, if 
aware that his concession had expired, would of course have had no further intorest 
in him, 

Vekil-ul-Roaya assured Mr. Marling that the whole question had been thoroughly 
thrashed out by his committeo; that Muin-ut-Pujjar had admitted the facts etven 
abovo, and although he asserted that he possessed another document which would fully 
establish his rights ho had declined to exhibit it, as he said it contained something, 
which, if it became public, would ruin him. ‘Muin had, indeed, produced what 
professed to hea copy of the alleged firman, but that paper was obviously worthless, 
‘and the inference was that tho signatures were forged. Muin had consequently been 
informed that he had no further rights at Hormuz and the other places mentioned in 
the firinan, since the original concession lapsed in 1906, 

Mr Marling adds that this account is in general confirmed by M. Mornard, the 

istrator of the Customs, who has had some acquaintance with the question for 
some time past 

At the conclusion of the intorview at which Vekil-ul-Roaya gave My. Marling this 
information, the latter told him that ho must haye more official knowledge of the 

ion of the committeo that Muin's concession had lapsed in 1906 before he could 
cognisanee of it, and Vekil then promised that the Minister for Foreign 
Affuirs ‘should address to the legation an official note” stating the facts, and 
that the decision had beon-arrived at by a legally constituted authority.” He 
asked whether in those circumstances Mr. Marling would consider that the ‘Persian 
Government: would be relieved of responsibility towards Messrs. Weir for the violation 
vith Muin-ut-Tujjar by the sale of oxide to Messrs. Strick. 
ling said that, speaking as a layman, ho thought that they would be so relieved, 
wept in so far as the Government were responsible for allowing Muin to continue to 
after 1906, and 0 induce Messrs. A. Weir to believe that he still posseased 
rights, Vekilul-Roaya explained this by saying that tho original concession had 
Japsed just at tho timo when tho first great constitutional movement began, and that 
sineo then the Government had been in such a state of confusion that Muin had been 
able by intimidation or bribery to shut the mouths of the comparatively few persons 
Who know the real facts, (Mr. Marling hero observes that, from his own experfonce of 
Muin's methods, he can quito believe that the explanation is a perfectly correet one.) 

Muin-ut-Tujjar came to the legation on the same day as Vekil-ul-Roaya as well as 
tivieo subsoquodily, but, though he repeatedly asserted that he had dooeersate te prove 
his rights, he declined to produce them. He was told that the legation had up wet to 
injure his interests, but was obliged to act, in accordance with the balance of evidence, 
which appeared to be against him, but, ifthe would produce proofs aud not more 
assertions, duo weight would be given to them, ‘This Muin has so far failed to do. 

A perusal of tho abovo facts will, Sir E. Grey feels sure, convinee you that’ His 
Majesty's Govermnent were not and are not in a position to’ insist that the Persian 
Government should respect the terms of a contract based on a concession which, from 
all the evidence available appears to have Inpset at oe satin dene 

tanost that they were justified in doing, and this they have done, was to warn 
n Government of the responsibility which they would incur for any damage 
which British interests might sustain by illegal action on their part, and from the 
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attitude indicated by that warning His Majesty's Government havo not, and have never 
‘had, any intention of departing. 

‘The present situation may, therefore, be resumed as follows :— te 

‘There is as yet no absolutely conclusive evidence to show whether the contention 
of the Persian Government or that of Muin is valid, but the balance of evidence is 
distinctly in favour of the former, since Muin consistently refuses to produce the 
documents by which, as he asserts, he could establish his rights, and thus declines to 
take the step by which, if he is telling the truth, the controversy could at once be 
ended in his favour. 

It will be plain to you that, while the validity of Muin's conoossion at this moment 
remains in doubt, His Majesty's Government have no ground for insisting that the 
Persian Government should respect a contract entirely based on the assimption that 
that concession was granted in perpetuity. ‘They can, therefore, do no more than 
demand that British interests should not be injured. 

In the event, should the Persian Government turn out to be justified in. their 
action, the claim of Messrs. Weir will lie against Muin, while, if the latter can prove 
his case (in Sir I. Grey's opinion a far less probable contingency), they will have « 
valid cause of complaint against the Persian Government, 

In either case, they may rest assured of the fullest measure of diplomatic support 
which His Majesty vernment can properly afford them, 

In view of the turn which events have taken, it isa matter of rearet to Sir E. Groy 
that he should have been led to assert his belief in tho perpetuity of Muin’s concession, 
even in the qualified manner recorded in Mr, Mallet’s letter of the 18th January, 1908, 
but it will be conceded that, in the absence of any indication of the’ existence of ¢ 
previous firman, there was at that time no reason to doubt its seine character 

am, &o, 
W. LANGLEY. 





[24762] No. 58. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received July 9.) 


Sir, Tniia Ofice, July 8, 1910. 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 16th June, 1010, as to the affray that took place 
on the i last during the journey of Mr. J. H. Bill to Ispahan, Tam direoted to 
enclose, for the information of the Secrotary of Stato for Foreign ‘Affairs, copy of a 
despatch addressed to the Government of India regarding tho conduct of Mr. Hill and 
of the sowars who accompanied him. 

‘The Secretary of Stato for India further concurs in the instructions that it is 
proposed to give to His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at Tehran as regards the bestowal 
of rewards on the Vakilbashi and Persian Cossacks who were present, He is, however, 
as at present advised, unable to support the proposal that." man-stopping ” (by which 
is presumably meant soft-nosed) bullets should he supplied to the consular eseavta, 

Thave, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 


——<——— 
Enclosure in No. 5 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Sccret.) 
My Lord, 4 India Ofice, July 8, 1910. 

T ENCLOSE, for the consideration of your Excellonicy’s Government,’ copy. of 
correspondence with the Foreign Office regarding the affray that took place of the 
1oth April Iast during the journey to Ispahan of Mr. J. HL. Bill, who was recently 
acting as British Consul at Shiraz. 

© While reyretting that necessity should havo. arisen for an officer of your 
Excellency’s Political Department to play-an active part in an incident of this kind, L 
agree in the view of the Secretary of Stato for Foreigu Affairs that tho course adopted 
by Mr. Bll in forestalling the onset of his assailants, after shots had been fied by thems, 
was justified in tho cironmstances aud should be approved, and in other resprete he 
seems to have acted with courage and deci L request that, if you see no objection, 
Alr. Bill' may bo informed in the sense of these remarks, You are authorised, if you 
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think fit; to accede to his request that the period ocenpied by his journey should be 
reckoned as service, and not as leave. i 

3. Twould further draw your attention, for such recognition as may be suitable, to 
the conduct of the sowars who accompanied Mr. Bill. or 

4. You will doubtless take note of the proposal that ‘‘man-stopping” bullets 


should be supplied to the consular escorts, but I am, as at present advised, unable to- 


give it support. 
Thave, &e. 
MORLEY OF BLACKBURN. 





[24776] No. 59. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ojjice—(Recetved July 9.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Sir, “July 8, 1910. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 5 il last, I have to report that the 
permission to put the three barges on the Upper Karun has not yet been granted by 
the Persian Goyernment, and my board will he much obliged if you can, through His 
Majesty's representative at Tehran, give us some assistance in the matter, as our work 
in the meantime is being seriously impeded owing to the insufficiency of transport 
facilities on tho upper 

‘Dhe position is as follows :— 


At the time that permission to place our lamich on the upper river was obtained 
wo had under charter to us for a limited period some barges belonging to the 
Muin-ut-Dujjar, but we were told} that we could not have the use of them after the 
15th Juno, 

‘Dheso barges havo since 15th June been withdrawn by the Muin for use in 
connection with the grain trade, and t y ‘ng from him two very old 
barges, which are in very bad nd are quite our transport 
requirements, ‘The three now barges we sent ont have just arrived, and in order that 
We may proceed with our work expeditionsly we are desirous of placing them on the 
app ‘it the earliest possible moment, but our agents in Persia advise us that 
permission has not yet been granted, presumably owing to opposition on the part of 
the Muin, 

‘Phe matter is a very s ch as onr pipe-line contractors have a 
stall of some thirty-seven Europeans ‘ number of natives, on the spot, in 
reauliness to carry’ out tho work of laying and serowing tho pipes, and meantime, owing 
to tho delay in’ getting our material in situ, this staif is to a large extent being k 
idl. We have had soveral urgent telegrams from our agents and cont m 
subject, and my board will very much appreciate any assistance you can kindly give in 
the matter. 

Thave, &. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 





[24829] No. 60. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived July 9.) 
(No. 201.) 
‘Welographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 9, 1910. 

TMAIBER contract on Persian shore of Caspian Sea, 

‘Your despatch No. 159 of the 27th May, 

No objection is entertained by the Russian Government to proposed transfer of 
contract to a British company. 
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[23815] No. 61. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 111.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 9, 1910. 


"I HAVE received your despatch No, 84 of the 28th May relative to tho’ leaso of 
land near Dizful by Agha Abbas Tariverdieff. 


Tauthorise you to act inthe manner suggested in the penultimate paragraph of 
that despatch. 
Tam, &c. 


E. GREY. 
—<$<$<—$—___s. 





[23862] No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
‘No. 194.) 
ir, Foreign Office, July 9, 1910, 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 284 of the 2lst “ultimo reporting a 
conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on tho subject of the 
negotintions with Germany respecting Porsia, 

T approve your language to M. Isvolsky ; and I have to inform you that Count 
Benckendorff is correct in saying that His Majesty's Government would prefer that any 
negotiations carried on by Great Britain and Russia with Germany on this subject 
should be parallel rather than joint. Tt is, however, not necessary for you to allude to 
the matter with M. Isvolsky unless his Excellency mentions it again, 

Thaye, &, 
T, GREY, 





(24831) No. 63. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(ReceivedJuly 10.) 
(No. 282.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Gulahek, July 10, 1910, 
IN continuation of my immediately precoding telogram, TIhave the honour to 
report that, situation in Ispahan is described as disquicting by His Majesty's consul 
general. Mr. Grahame reports that Kashgais and Baktiaris aro looting. the. Ahwan 
road, and that some 200 to 300 of the former tribosmen aro in Tspahan itself, where 
they outnumber the force at the disposal of the Governor-General, who is powerless to 
them. One hundred of Governor-General’s men are under orders to leave for 
ich whither, it is stated, he himself will go to interview Soulet-ed-Dowleh, His 
Majesty's consul-general does not, however, state the purpose of this interviews 


Thave made further pi ‘ations to Persian Government holding them 
responsible for safety of British subjects in the town, 





(25031) No. 64, 


Consul-General Cox to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Reevived July 11.) 
(No. 2. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, June 16, 1910. 

IN ocordance with instructions received from His Mujesty's changé @alfaites, 
Tehran, L have the honour to subunit direet, for your information, a copy of my despatch 
No. 40/1607, dated the 16th June, 1920, to his address, giving cover to a communication, 
with enclosures, received from Lieutenant Wilson, His Majesty's acting consul, 
Mohammerah, in which he presents the sheikh’s rejoinder to tho charges made against 
him by the Bosora authorities, and adds a momotandum of his own, 

ve, be 
P, Z, COX, Liewtenant-Colone 
His Majesty's Oonsul-General for Fars, de, 


Q 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 64. 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
fo, 40/1607.) 
q Bushire, June 16, 1910. 
IN continuation of the telegraphic correspondence, I have the honour to submit, 
for your information, a copy of a communication (with enclosures and my telegrams 
leading up to it) addressed to me by Lieutenant A. 'T. Wilson, His Majesty’s acting 
consul at; Mohammerah, in which, after personal communication with ‘the Boni on the 
Jatter's return from the Karun, he presents the sheikh’s rejoinder to the Turkish 
allegations both particular and general, 
2. Before offering any observations on the contents of the report, I beg to touch 
upon certain salient points of the recent correspondence and negotiations, 


(i) The Basis of my own Attitude, 


‘The first news I had of their being anything wrong between the Sheikh and the 
Vali of Bussorah was contained in Lieutenant Wilson's telegram No. 404, received the 
26th April, in which the latter reported the fact that Zain had been shelled by 
the “Marmaris,” When I telegraphed to yon on the 0th asking that His Majesty's 
consul, Bussorah, might be instructed to co-operate with Lientenant Wilson in bringin; 
about an amicable settlement, was only the bombardment of Zoin that I had 
Knowledge of, and the amicable settlement which I advocated in regard to that incident 
was naturally meant to be one which would have regard to the sheikh’s rights and 
interests, as well as those of the vali, 

Tt was not till later that I received news of the shelling of the sheikh’s mother's 
house, of the death of one of his wives from the shock of the (edinahe nis of the issue 


of the offensive circular of the 24th April, and of the dispatch of the two letters to the 
Porsian cousulate-general threatening measures against Mohammerah itself, In my 
eyos these additional items of news, and the possible further ‘Turkish ‘measures 
adumbrated by Mr, Crow, enhanced the hostile aspect of the valits proceedings and the 


vss of the position to an extent which made an amicable local settlement not 
only unlikely but also insufficient to meet the ease, unless accompanied by a change 
of valis, 

Accordingly, both ou the sheikh’s account and in our own interests, to which the 
tranquility of the river at this season is a condition of the highest commercial 
importance, as His Majesty's consul, Bussorah, fully recognises,* I recomme 
dispatch of ono of His Majesty's ships to the scene, and efforts to’ bring about th 
of the vali, ‘These recoimmendations, ov ‘on felt unable to. endorse, for the 
reasons atated in your telegrams Nos. 107, 112, and 116, and the incident has since 
been disposed of on other Tines, 


ii.) The question as to whether the Proceedings of Vali Suleiman Nazif Bey had 
4 
justification oF not, 


T submit that, in onder to arrive at a conclusion on this point, it is not necessary or 
Jogicil to look back further than the time of Nazif Bey’s assumption of his appointment 
at the end of 1909 or beyinning of 1910; not necessary, really, to go back further than 
the 10th March, 1910, the date of Mr, Crow’s despatch No, 14 to His Majesty's Embassy. 
In the earlier part of this document we ure told of the cordial foregathering of the 
vali with the Sheikls of Koweit aud Mohammerah at the house of Abdul Wahab 
Pasha-el-Kurtass, and the banquet, speeches, and photographs which followed; and, 
while it may he quite true that the host, when delivering his post-prandial pleasantries 
on this oeeasion, was speaking with his tongue in his cheeks as Mr. Crow -suggeste. = 
Just as 1 fear he seas when ho expressed the valued opinion, quoted in Bussorah 
tolegram of the 9th instant to His Majesty's Ambassador, to the effect that the breach 
between the sheilh and the vali was healed—yet the contents of the last two 
paragraphs of the despatch are open to no such imputation of insincerity. In them we 
have an explicit statement from His Majesty's consul at Bussorah to ‘the effect that 
there had been no disturbance of importance on the river during the preceding winter ; 
that Sheikh Khazal had quite recently been exercising his good offices in the endeavour 
to promote a reconciliation between ait important riverain Turkish Arab chief and the 
vall; that the sheikh had in fact been maintaining a generally conciliatory and 


* Bussorah despatch No. 86 of May 8 1907, to His Majesty's Embassy. 
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co-operative attitude towards Nazif Bey ever since the latter’s arrival; and that in 
uarsuit of this policy he had endured with complaceney the intermittent destruction. of 
Eis ites property ia Deaorats 

I may mention, too, apart from the above, that I was made aware by the 
reports of His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah that the sheikh had also been 
ensleavouring to promote friendly relations between Nozif Bey and the Vali of Pusht- 
i-Kuh, 

This was the general position as between the sheikh and the vali when I rejoined 
my post from home on the 31st March, and it appeared to ime an eminently satisfactory 
one, It was the same when I visited Mohammerah a week later, It seoms to me 
therefore that, having regard to the happy terms which admittedly existed between the 
sheikh and the vali when Mr, Crow wrote his despatch of the 10th March, all that wo 
have to do in order to gauge the morality of the vals nction is to deoide whether 
subsequent to that date Sheikh Khazal was guilty of conduct which supplied the: vali 
with justification for such a sudden and complete change of attitudes, fe hie 
Aiscourteous refusal to receive the sheikh when the latter went up to Bussorah to visit 
him on the 18th April ; for the promulgation of his offensive circular of the 24th April ; 
and, finally, for the bombardment of Zain on the 25th, It seems to mo that no such 
justification has yet been demonstrated. 

In a recent tel from His Majesty's Secretary of State dated the 31st May, 
repeated to me by the Government of India, occurs the following passage ;— 


n sent by Cox to legation in answer to Mr, Marling’s telogram No, 193 
nd wrongs of the accusations against the sheileh as of no account; but 
it is not possible to maintain this attitude,” 


T think the telegram referred to must be my No, $43, sent in answer to. your 
No. 123 to me. In it L wrote that my attitude towards the action of the vali would 
be the samo if the accusations against the sheikh wore well founded. If read by itself 
the sent ning above attributed to it, but I think the full 
context indicates that it was not quite that attitude which I sought to take up, M 
telegram to you was a reply to Bussorah telegrams repeated by His Majesty's Embassy 
to London and to you, Crow had stated that Turkish grievances against 
the sheikh were of long stan ous, and that to his knowledge the shel had 

en a thorn in the flesh of the vilayet for tho last seven yours, Tt was those 
accusations, of the basis of which I had not full knowledge, which Thad in mind when 
I wrote the said telegram to you, and my line of thought was that even if they were 
proved to be well founded, it could not be said that they had anything to do with the 
vali’s action in the present instance, which was a separate issiie based on. incidents 
sabsequent to the date of Bussorah despatch No. 14 of the 10th March, which, so fir 
aas could be seen from the reports of our officers, afforded no justification for the vals 
sudden change of attitude towards the sheikh, In fact, the unjustifability of the 
vali’s proceedings, on the facts of which we were in possession, was a necessary premise 
to my attitude both in this telegram and in my later No. 569, 


(ii) The expediency of effecting Nazif Boy's recall 


As to the degree of difficulty involved to His Majesty's Embassy or Government 
in advising or urging the Porte to change « particular vali, I quite recognise that you 
had fall personal knowledge while Thave none. I eould only urge reasons which, from 
«local standpoint, seemed to me to demonstrate the expedieney of the course advocated, 
both on the sheikh’s account and in our own intetsats, On the. gheikh’s wearmak 
because, on the information before me, whether from Bussorah or Mohammerah. the 
aggression of the vali seemed deliberate and uncalled-for, and beewuse, human nature 
being what it is, it was not conceivable to me that after what had happened. his 
relations with Nazi Bey could ever again be sincere or satisfactory. 

Tn our own interests because, apart from the generul tendeney with which he 
credits most Turkish officials of the new régime, Mr, Crow hid described Nazit Bey 
as being personally impetuous, inexperienced as a governor, and most undiplomaties 
and also because in the short tine duriag which the letter had oe ete 
displayed an attitude of mind actively and specifically opposed to our interests and 
policy at the head of the Gulf, as the following instances will demonstrate :— 


(2). As regards Kowoit and Mohammerah,—Both publily and privately Nazif Bey 
has declined to admit any right on the part, of our consulate at Bussorah to discuss 
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‘with im matters concerning either port, and he is reported to have expressed publicly,. 


‘on several occasions, his resentment at British interference in Koweit affairs in the past. 
und his determination not to put up with it in future. We further know from 
independent sources that he has been muaking overtures to the Sheikh of Koweit 
in order to induee him to admit a Turkish telegraph-office in Koweit connected by 
Jand-line with Bussorah or Fao; and, on another occasion, to allow Koweit ibjects to 
be enlisted in the Hasi gendarmerie. 

(b) jards Balirein.—Although instructed from Constantinople not to protest 
actively against our assertion of protective rights over the principality, speaking for 
himself, Nazif’ Bey “ aes ‘stated that he could not admit that the British 
Government had any rights of supremaey over Bahrein” (vide enclosure to emb 
despatch No. 6980, dated the 28th February, 1910, to His Majesty's Foreign Office’, 

(c.) Ae regards Baluchistan,—| have it irom His Maj ity’s ‘consul, Mohammerah, 
that a few days after taking up his post Nazif Bey issued a notification in Bussorah to 
the effect shat Baluchistan being an independent state, the pretensions of foreign 
Powers to protect Baluchis would under no circumstances be recognised, and that 

'y would tbe treated as Tur subjects. Mr. Wilson understands that this question 
der reference to His Majesty's Embass: 


Tt is true that a new va t have beon equally aggressive, equally inclined 
perhaps to pursue a policy opposed to our interests, hut T think the petal ility rather 
48 that he would have been less assertive, while it is havdly possible that he cold have 
been more so, 
T find it diffionlt: to understand Mr. Crow’s view that the recall of the vali would 
danger the security of thoriver. Sheikh Khazal has been entirely amenable to our 
advioe and guidance throughout h t troubles with the vali, and but for that fhet 
the vali’ ction at; rtainly have been followed by a rising of Arabs and 
consequent insecurity on the river. Had the present vali been replaced at our instance: 
by a loss aguressive man, the sheikh would have recognised the value of our mediation, 
hd would have hid no interest of his own to serve, still less excuse to give us, for 
disregarding our guidance and lending his ear to the overtures which he received from the 
restless Arab clement on the river, It will be noted ftom Lieut report that 
these were by no means lacking, 


(iv.) The question of Policy incolved, 


His Majesty's Government have had difficulty in forming a definite opinion on the 
actuil situation owing to the fact that the views of His Majesty's consul, Bussorab, and 
myself, on tho subject, were opposed, 

Hip Majesty's consul, Bussorah, isaceredited to a ‘Turkish port, dwelling i 
atmosphere and hearing only Turkish reports ond the Turkish side of the question 
Hoy sty’s consul at Mohammerah aud 1 perhaps only s« 
view and only hear the Persian version. We are all eq 
the interests of the eontry to whiel 
submit that a quarrel like the pr 
Persian ingident, and 
British policy ; and th 
would appear to exist among tis sh 

1 think I am right in believing that, under the present conditions of genera 
national polities, our strongest interests in the Gulf are now focussed at. the he 
and that our chief interests in Porsia lie in Mohammerah territory and Arabistan, I 
have in the course of some years! work in the Gulf arrived at a fairly clear personal 
conception of what the policy of His Majesty's Goverument is in regard. to this region, 
and itis at any rate one which has had the vindication of success in the direction of 
Commercial progress and advantage, which is the main object of any policy. I must 
confess that I cannot see how the attitude evidenced in Mr. Crow's letter No. 46 or in 
his telegrams repeated by His Majesty's Embassy to the Foreign Office under their 
Nos, 94 and 95 can be regarded as in harmony with it, Even if he were convinced that 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah had by his cond deserved the hostility of the vali, 
T submit that the British interests and position affected would have been better served 
by his conferring ut an eatlier stage with our representative in Mohammerah, by urging 
us to use influence with the sheikh and by doing his utmost to restrain the valt ine the 
meanwhile, rather than by adopting the attitude he did, especially after his cordial 
testimony of the 10th March to the sheikh’s conciliatory behaviour ; aud in view of the 
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fact that the proceedings of the vali, which he approved, must seriously affect or react 
in the jurisdiction of a fellow consul as well as his own. ‘That the vali should possibly: 
through with his arbitrary action by attacking Failich or other means, and that 
fis Majer conan route British Embassy at Constantinople to press for him 
to be well equipped for the purpose, might'serve purely Turkish interests and mighty if 
Mr. Crow is correct in his belief, be salutary for the Sheikh of Mohammeral » but 
encouragement to such a policy seems to me altogether to disregard British interests in 
Mohammerah territory and the British position at the head of the Gulf both of which 
are inevitably affected, and both of which it is the function of us all to safeguard and. 
romote. 
ig Uantucw monet tothe tae reply, to the particular accusations of recent 
date quoted by the vali as the causes of his hostile action, and to the general 
accusations of the Bussorah authorities and Mr. Crow with reference to years past. 

Tt has added to the difficulties of the recent situation that the sheikh himself was 
away, out of personal touch with His Majesty's consul, Mohammerah, or myself, and 
that in his absence his interests had to reckon with an spparently heavy accumulative 
record of grievances recorded agninst_him in the archives of His Majesty's Embassy, 
necessarily based on information from Turkish sources, and, as far as he is concerned, 
ex parte. I must be pardoned for exhibiting some anxiety lest the merits of his case 
should suffer in his absence from this cause. It. was from 1m analogous anxiety, ond 
because I realised the weak position in which Haji Rais found himself when he proceeded 
to Bussorah, that I was slow to take for granted that the one-sided solution which he 
had provisionally to accept at the hands of the acting vali would bo acquiesced in by 
the sheikh. 

Sheikh Khazal has now returned and had an opportunity of stating his own case, 
and T can best leave Lieutenant Wilson's record of it to s} for itself. Tn any case 
in the matter of detail I cari add nothing. 

In regard to the incidents of recent occurrence, the sheikh’s replies seem to be 
satisfactory and to confirm the view that the vali had no real justification for his 
action, “Tn regard to the eventa of past years, Sheikh Khaval lays 210 claim to complete 
blamelessness, nor has it been claimed for him. As you are aware, so fir as his own. 
territory is concerned, he hus been a considerably more enlightened ruler than his 
predecessors, and during the chaotic times of the last few years his districts have beon 
the most secure and best governed in Persia, As ruler of'a border province and as an 
Arab landholder in ‘Turkish territory he has always had a very. difficult, part to play 
vis d vis the Turkish authorities at Bussorah, and left entirely to his own devices by the 
central Government, has had to protect his own interests and those of his tribeomen 
in che best way he could. Tt has been in the main a matter of self-preservati 
do not think that the description of the position given in paragraph 17 of Lieutenant 
Wilson's letter is an overstatement of the straits, to which he has at. tims boos 
reduced, and for which the rottenness of the provincial Turkish administration has been 
directly responsible. T quite agree that as the Porte under the now régime reforms her 
administration in the Bussorah vilayet, so must the Sheikh of Mohammerah modernise 
his ideas of border relations, and T believe he will do so under our friendly influence and 

uidance. On the other hand hasty and agressive methods such as those pursued by, 

ali Nazif Bey (it in reality hhis aotion can be looked upon merely as the vagary of 
an impetuous administrative official) are only calculated to defeat their own object, 
But can the vali’s proceedings be dered in the above light at all? The river 
generally was perfectly quiet at the time of the Zain incident and hud been for a long 
Period before, and the measures taken by Nazif Bey were not in the least necessary for 
the attainment of his professed object, the maintenance of order in the Busgorah_ 
vilayet, 

Te eeu ne re probable that, except asa pretext, riverain affuns had notbing 
to do with the vali’s proceedings, and that the real motive for them is rather to be: 
sought in the fact, suggested by His Majesty’s consul, Bussorab, some weeks before the 
present difficulty arose, that the Turkish authorities would not be sorry for an excuse. 
to cause trouble to Persia weak and disorganised as she is”;a view to which the 
concluding sentence of telegram No. 71 from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constane 
tinople to the Foreign Office affords some corroboration, 

The position is not difficult to understand. ‘The Turks have been able to encroach 
sndctesfilly ont “Persian territory on the northern portion of the frontier, At the 
southern end they have been powerless to do anything of the sort; firstly, because the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah ean manage the Arabs in his own territory, and, secondly, 
‘eee ae Arab he has strong influence also with the ‘Turkish Arabs living 
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Rear the frontior, from whom the Turks would consequently get little eympathy or 
assistance, 

Thus, from one side of the border we soe that the power of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah and his ability to look after himself constitutes the only bulwark on which 
Persin can rely to preserve her from Turkish encroachment on her south-west frontier ; 
while from the other side we find that he (with the Sheikh of Koweit indirectly) s the 
gily obstacle to the furtherance of Turkish designs or national policy in the same rogion, 
The Porte has thus a patent motive for seeking to attenuate. the: sheikl’s power eed 
detach his Arab adherents from him, and the simplest means of effecting that object 
for them to make things unpleasant for the Arab tribesmen living near the frontice and 
endeavour to show them, now that they (the Turks) have some free at their eommannd 
that the sheikh can no longer hold them in their difficulties, as of old, 

‘ie Porte could hardly have selected a better opportunity for giving practical 
Fubtession to this policy than the present occasion. Nazim Pasha had just arived at 
Bogead with lange powers and a flourish of trumpets, At Bussorah they-had recently 

edan Arab governor by an assertive “Young Turk,” ‘Their gunboat “ Marmaris 
working trim, 

tn the other eamp the juncture found Sheikh Khazal in bad odour with a Cabinet 
at Tehran dominated by a’ Bakhtiari chief also anxious both for personal and. titel 
Towson to hurm the sheikh and reduce his power. Tt was even suggested, you will 
rermember, that the Persian Govornment or Medjliss had been proviously approached 
‘and squared before the attack on the sheikth’s village took place. 

Tastly, the instrument goleeted by the vali was an exeellent one for the purpose, 
owing to his personal importance as a tribal leader and to his close relations with Steck, 
Khoval. ‘Tho vali must have known vory well that he could not expect sucha min ty 
submit to arrest by a handful ofgendarmes ; just as he knew well onough that it was not 
possible for the sheikh to hand over his own tribal elder and brother-in-law to tie 

hssorah polige, ‘This mere fact no doubt supplied the necessury pretext for the use of 
the ** Marmaris,” 

‘The valis own behavione since the incident is quite in harmony with the above 
theory, | He wns cordially weleomed by Nazim Pasha nt Bagdad, andes far from proving 
Amenable to any influence or persuasion applied by Mr. Crow in order to induce hie 
express regrot to the sheikh he almost indignantly rejected his overtures and refused ty 
entertain nt all the question of personal amends on the ground chet Ire hed only acted 
uundor instructions and there had been nothing porsonal in the matter, 

But whether the Zain incidont wus a porsonal vagary of the’ val or « premeditated 
plan emanating from the Porte, the fict roma our interest and 
our policy to maintain the Sheikh of Mohammersh in his position as a powerful Avab 
ruler at the head of th o sure as we do not, ‘n position will suffer with 
his and damage to his influence and well-being will react upon the prosperity of ove 
commercial stake in his territory, 

T eunnot soe, therefore, that. we lave any object to serve in encouraging assertion 
of “national rights” on the part of the ‘Turks re to hope that, after 
Srusidering the Bussorah and Mohammerah reports regarding the recent incident, Hig 
Majesty's Government will feel able to enunciate some common lines of policy for the 
guidance of our consuls at, Bussorah and Mohammerah, by the joint pumbuit’of seb, 
they will be able to keep the ‘Turkish authorities and the sheikh within constitucera 
Pounds, and by doing 40 will jointly safeguard our position and great intereste atthe 
head of the Gulf, 

4. Since writing the above paragraphs, I have received a copy of Consul Crow's 
fespntch No, 36 of the oth June, 1910, to His Majesty's consul at Mohaanmeraby aed 
forward a copy thereof for your information.® With referenes to the posteript appended 
to the enclosure, I also encloge with it a copy of Lieutenant Wilson's letter a etece 
Mr. Crow's quotation of him is based, 

As directed in your telegram No. 191, dated the 31st May, T am sending a 
Guplicate of Lieutenant: Wilson's report and of this letter to His Majesty's Foreign 

ice, 
Thave, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Cotonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Hie Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, ée. 


sl with Sip. G, Lowther's No, 452 of July 5, 1910 (eee section 1, July 11 [24858] ) 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 64. 


Consut-General Cox to Acting Consul Wilson. 
(No. 467.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 


Bushire, May 8, 1910, 
LEASE ascertain from the Sheikh himself, as soon a8 you are in'a position to do 
0, und forward with your own views, a brief exposition of his sido of the case, both in 
regard to the particular events or action which became the cause or protext for the 
vall's recent proceeding, and in regard to the ebronic grievances of the Bossora 
authorities against him for the alleged harbouring of ‘offenders, His Maj 
Government and Embassy have no exposition of the sheikh’s side of the qh 

have a case against Mohammerah based on Bussorah reparts dur 


ee 
Enclosure 3 in No. 64, 


Consul-General Cos: to Acting Consul Wilson. 

(No, 549.) 
{Telozraphic,) P, Dushire, May 25, 1910. 

TORKISH action ot Mobstmmerah / Roftreneo recent telographi¢ correspondence, 

Until T Jeara the views and wishes of His Majesty's Government, 1 thivk i egid 
be better for me to defer going to Mohammerah, 

Please make the sheikh some suitable explanation, aud explain to him that it doce 
‘ot appear to siguify if his reply is delayed for a few days, 

fou should. go. through weth him the Teak acousatons against inn, and avon 
fully what he has to say in reply to them aud his version of the Bussorah:Mohummcehy 
question generally, for the information of Government, We have never had it fren 
the sheikh himself. 

As regards the co-operation required by the Turks, is there any partioular item. in 
regard to which he ‘s unable or unwilling to comply? We must insist that he shall de 
everything that is possible and reasonable in this drruction, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 64, 


Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Coz, 
(No. 566.) 
Sir, Mohammerah, Juno 4, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to state that, iance with your telegrams Nos. 467, 
dated the 8th May, 1910, and 549 of May, 1910, T have gone into the 
question of the Turkish complaints and allegations against the Sheikh of Mohamineral, 
with the latter, and now record below, for your information, his replies to the vious 
allegations and complaints made against him by the Vali of Bussorsh, togethice with. 
translation of his letter in reply to the latter, I also. submit a précl showing the 
Progress of the negotiations between the sheikh and the vali, and the attitude udeotod 
'y His Majesty's consul, Bussorah, and myself at each stage. I have also included his 
replies to various allegations set forth by Mr. Crow, wists though not coming official 
from the Turks, may be presumed to show the attitude of the latter towards the sheikh, 
T would invite reference to my despatch No, 441/37 of the Tih May, 1910, to Hip 
Mae Legation, Tehran, onthe subject of the dispute between the vali and the 
sheikh. 

2. I have also added, where it seemed hecessary, my own comments and those of’ 
Mr. MeDouall, as recorded in the archives of the consulate. The Turkish allegation is 
shown in every case in the margin,® with an indication of the precise document in 
which it was contained. 

3. fhe sheikh replies that it was never alleged, as far as he knows, that any 
servant of his agent was implicated, and the vali never suggested euch thing to him. 
No more has been heard of this accusation, ‘The vali, about the 15th April, showed him 
4 list of seven persons wanted in connection with the Minawi incident, ‘The sheikh 


+ Marginal notes are 

{Robles ancl 
Servant of “s 
up (M. Crow's despatch 
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romised to arrest them if they were in his territories. He at once sent agents in all” 
lirections, and in four days’ time heard that three of them were in the ‘Mohammerah. 
district: He induced them by stratagem to come to Failich, and inoprisoned them. 
Troubles with the vali then ensued, totally unexpectedly ; and naturally, particularly 
as the sheikh was away, the handing over of these persons was delayed. A fourth was 
subsequently obtained. ‘They were handed over on the 31st May: They were all 
Arabs from Bussorah, and unconnected with Mohammerab. 

4. *The sheikh replies that the vali wrote to him on this subject and that he had 

jromised to do his best, though no proof was offered that the murderer was in his lands, 

fe has had search made everywhere, with no result. 'The Bussorah police in the first 
luce made no serious effort to catch the man, and the story that he has fled to 
Hrohammorah was, he s1ys, probably invonted by thein to explain theis own remissnes 
Chilmeran was un’old friend of the sheikh and of his house, and hie looked on him as an 
adherent; were even Persia and Turkey at war, the sheikh says he would hand over his 
murderer to the Turks, ‘The latter have not given him the slightest indication of their 
reasons for saying that he has fled to Mohammerah, and, in any case, they only 
sugested it some time after the murder, 

'5. tThe sheikh says this is untrue; he asks who “reports” them to be in 
Mohammerah? If the Turks want individuals from him, they have only to name 
them, specify their offence, and satisfy him that the accused ure Turkish subjects, He 
has frequently handed over even Persian subjects in a friendly way. Let the Turks 
produce « list, and give their reasons for making such sweeping statements He 
absolutely denies the receipt of any list such us tht referred to in Mr, Crow's letter 
‘No, 46 of the 27th April to me, aud Mr. Crow himself now says he has no confirmation 
whatever of the statement that the list was sent. 

‘This, the sheikh says, is simply a repetition of the reply the police in Bussorah 
made to every succeeding vali when taken to task for their remissness, thius creating 
had blood betweon Mohatomerah and Bussorah authorities. 

6, }The sheikh’s position in this case is best shown by the following extract from 
Mr, MeDouall’s despatch No, 55 of the 24th April, 1909 :— 


“As to the Maghil case, I do not agree with Mr, Crow's opinion that the sheikh 
did not assist. My opinion was that he did, but it is always very difficult to arrest 
men of the imarsh ‘Arabs, who are protected by their friends ; as to the two men, there 
was reason to suspect that they were wanted by the ‘Turks for other reasons,” 


Mr, MoDouall’s eighteen years’ experience of Mohammerah entitles him to speale 
on the subject with authority co lao ‘Ma Crow's despatch No. 25 of tho 7th Alay, 
1910), When the alleged murderer was brought to. Bussorah he was allowed to escape 
‘afew days Inter. ‘The Turks’ record in the Maghil caso is so bad that they cannot 
throw stones at the sheikh, and the above complaint is, as a matter of fact, that of 
Mr, Crow, not of the val 

7, Sithe sheikh replies that the “ trespassers” whom Mishri tried to have removed 
in the “usual way” were sutjects of his own, and belonged to the Persian tribe of 
Haji Faisal, Mishri was trying to cheat: the cultivators referred to out of their legal 
rights, ‘The sheikh did his best for some timo before the matter came to & head 
to settle things amicably between Mishri and the cultivators, but without. success. 
Mishri then proposed to replace them with other Arabs, of the tribe of Mohammed 
Chanan, but the latter tribal chief refused to let any men of his tribe replace Haji 
Faisal’s men, as this would give rise to a blood-fend, or at least to much bitterness. 
Mishri was very angry at this, and made a big case’of it, He told lies to the vali and 
to the police, and as far as the sheikh can make out the story of his or of his agent's 
life being threatened by Mohammed Chanan is based solely on Mishri’s word or that of 
the police, Mohammed Chanan did not do so, nor any responsible person, 


* Chel ish land-owrner, killed on his lands by his own labourers close to Bassorah. Murderers 
aid to have fohammerah, and sot to have heen given up. (Mr. Crow's despatch No, 22, dated. 
‘April 25 1910.) 

+ Many criminals, fugitives from jostice, are reported to be in Mohammeral,and when sheikh is asked 
6 hind them over lo refuses to do so,” (Mr. Crow's despatch No. 22, dated Apeil 22, 1910.) 

Sheikh rofused or provs ‘over surrender of persois concerned in Mr. Glanville’s murder in 
1906"(Maghil cass). (Mr. Crow's despatch No. 17 of March 10, 1909, and No. 22 of Apeil 22, 1910.) 

§ Mishri, a Turkish land-owner, applied to tho Turkish authorities ia the uswal way to remove certain 
cultivators from is lands at Dawasie, but without sacooss, and trespassers were supported by Mohammed 
Ghanan, an adhervnt of the sheikh, "Me, Crow’ chi No, 22 of Apell 22, 1810.) NB—This is a 
complaint against Moliaiued Clasnan, not a 
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8. ©The sheikh replies that Mohammed Chanan is a Persian subject, that he wrote 
as much to the vali at the time. 

The Tabur Agassi (police sergeant) went to Zain to arrest Mobammed Chanan, bub 
alleged no specific offence, except that he had been annoying Mishri, who is a tyrannical 
and grasping man. Tabur Agassi and Mohammed Chanan both’ came in the same 
“bellum” to visit the sheikh at Fuilich and to discuss what should be done over a 
friendly cup of tea. Tabur Agassi made uo complaint of any kind whatever as to 
threats, but simply said that Mohammed Chanan said he was a Persian—would the 
sheikh write to this effect to the vali 

Sheikh at once wrote a friendly and polite note to the vali, saying that the Tabur 
Agossi bad seen hin on the subject of Mohammed Chanan, that: the Tattor vas a 
Persian subject, but that nevertheless the sheikh would bring him up to Bussorah ii 
tivo days’ time to discuss the matters at issue and arrange a settlement,  Hesadded 
that he would be going up the Karan. shortly, and would take the opportunity to “as 
permission to take his departure,” a particularly differential and courteous phrase, Ho 

as, he says, under the when he wrote the letter thut the vali was on the 
best of terms with hi vent up to Bussorah two days later. and found to his 
surprise that the vali now refused to receive him at all unless Mohammed Chanan 
was forthwith handed over to the police, ‘The sheikh pointed out in vain that he 
was accused of no specific offence, that he was a Persian, and that the case of Mishri 

nitly one for amicable settlement—the vali was obdurate, 

E i vir to Mohammerah with Mobammed Chanan, who, 
it should be added, is his brother-in-law, and head of the most important of the tribes 
round Mohammerab, 

9. {The sheikh replies that more than half of the tribes from Gurnah to Fao 
happen to be of the sheikh’s tribes, and are Pensiun subjects; the sheikh in consequence 
has great influence, aud since mukhtars are always chosen, by the ‘Turks, from the 
headmen of the locality, it is not surprising if they are in a way pledged to 
the sheikh’s interests, But he points out there is no reason to suppose that the 
mukhtars are in any way hostile to the Turks’ influenge, and, in support of this and of 
his own consistently pesicefil policy, he points ont that the Arab tribes from Gurnah 
to Fao are the only ones who never give any. trouble to the Turks; they pay thelr 
t ularly, and are probably as law abiding a community in their stage of 
civilisation as can be found anywhere. The limit of the sheilh's influence, Gur 
is also that of the Turks’ authority. Beyond the p 
ends th Turkish authorities have failed to coll 
aro still engaged in ineffective punitive oper 

10. }Thesheiki’s reply show imself has always attributed tho river troubles 
to the same cause as Mr. Crow did in his despatch No, 17 of the 10th Mash, 1909, of 
which the following is an extract -— Wee 


As long as action is confined to mere perfunctory police enquiries, and reference 
to a so-called criminal court, where no justice is obtainable, while local 
ies are allowed to throw dust in our eyes by arresting offenders and senten 

In fe the offences of guilty defwulters, the lawless condition of Bussorah will 
not improve, 


UL. In this connestion it may not be out of place to refer also to Mr. Crow's 
despatch No. 8 of the 80th January, 1907, to Sir N. O'Conor, repor 

4 Pritish Indian salling-vessel at Abul Khisib, He states that he asked the authorities 
to cupiure the pirates and recover the stolen property. ‘The Turkish official at Abul 
Khasib failed to report the outrage, and no energetic measures were taken until four 
telegrams from the Grand Virier, as well as one trom the Sultan's private secretary, 
hal been reecived, Even then the men arrested were not the teal culprits, but men 
who had incurred the enmity of the police hy complaining of their misdoings to 
Constantinople, 


* Reference above complaint, tho Turkish police were informed when they tried to. arrest Mohammed 
Cinoan thet bea al his people teengel to elite cad ould tot Same oman ea Te ae 
sted On Mish's agent would Ino killed like Cholera (Afr. Grow's dexpateti NO. 25 


‘6 land-owner and tribal sheikh waa great, and 
h to Fao were in his pay, or pledged to his’ interes 
eo No el 2, 1810) spay, or pledged to. his interests 
¢ Vali attributed all the river troubles from Fao to Bitssorah to she's influence and wax putting i 
his ofva ren as wiuktars in place of abelkh’'s men (ride pra). SR eans NaRE 


11738) 8 





66 


12, Mr, Crow's despatch No. 36 of the Sth May, 1907, to Sir N. O'Conor is 
algo of interest in this connection as showing that at that time river troubles 
were due to Turkish bad faith with the Arab tribes, and troubles in Bussorah 
to the incficieney of the administration. In the latter regard T may quote the 
following 


“There is no improvement in public security, .... Mr. Hickey, the British subject 
who was attacked and robbed by an armed force of brigands ..... on the 8rd May 
narrowly escaped being stabbed, .... The police were not, and never are, on the 
spot the gondarmes charged with patrolling the strects are absent from their posts, 
and view these incidents from a safe distance, being much too callous to interfere, om, 
what is still more likely, in league with the robbers themselves! House after house is 
looted with impunity, while the ‘Turks waste valuable time in fruitless judicial enquiries 
and in the pursuit of robbers, who seem well known, but who invariably elude the mack 
vigilance of the executive officers.” 


Geary's tennre of the office of eousul in Bussorah, 
Arab, which formed the subject of complaint by 

Geary to the then vali, In one case only was it suguested that the sheikl’s Arabs 
were responsible, and on enquiry at Mobammerah it turned out that, thougl 
Doatload of pirates: p mand returned to the Persian shore, it was bel 
that they did this to hide their identity, as Arabs on the Turkish side were reported a 
fow days later to be dividing the spoil, No action was taken by the ‘Turks, and the 
writer was informed by Mr. Geary himnself that the nerveless and corrupt adm 

Lh vilayct was in his opinion responsiblo for the disturbances. 

14. ‘Tho abikhh may be excused for doubting that the situation iu TOLO ts radically 
different. from that described above by Mr, Crow, He adds that « still commoner 
mothod of the police, and likely to be popular in proportion to the efficiency of the 
courts of justice, is to assort that the criminal has fled to Persian soi. 

nit in his letter to me of the 27th April, that he has repeatedly 
the attention of His Majesty's Government to the attitude of 
river troubles generally, and to disturb Buscorah in 
is not stipported hy the archives of this consulate. Beyonil the Maghil ease 
ide paragraph 6) and the troubles with Moharem Bey, reported in Mm Crow's 
espnteh No, 17 of the 10th Murch, 1909, to Constantinople, Mr. Crow seems to have 
inde no Goulatite vgainst tha: abeikh and in thes lation 6 
think the matter of sv 
on ree 
id from the resident 1 


obtain ay confirm 

As regards. attack uo corroboration, but also it is 
inherently improbable tht he would do stich a thing, ically all the farms are 
in the hands-of his own follow-tribesmen, The 's version is that Mohammed 
Chanan would not let his men replace those whom Mishri wanted to turn ont, and 
I believe this to ho correct. Mx, Crow tells ine he has no information in corroboration 
or otherwise of the vali’s statements on this subject, committed auggress 
‘Turkish Jands is, as faras T can ascertain, untrue, What kind of aggression ? 
he threatened to kill the owners is, as has been said abov imply based 
ou Tiearsay, In this connection the sheikh draws attention to the fet that it waa the 
munier of Mishii's agent which was first said to uve been threatened by Mohammed 
Chanan, Later the accusation was that it was Mishri himself whose life was said 
to have been threatened. Mohan was not present at Dawasir at the 
time, snd denies that he ever It is, of course, conceivable that one 
of his irresponsible followers m . 

‘The lust accusation that Mohammed collected an armed foree to oppose the 


after hint for attacking several farims, (Vali letter 
wnitted ayression on ‘Turkish lands, threatened 
force to oppose the gendarmes of the State, and supported rebellion. 
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andarmes of the State is unsubstantiated by any evidence that I can obtain, and 
tz Crow tells mo that beyond the valle soe ee tiothing of it.” ‘The 
sheikh says, and it is impossible to doubt him in this circumstantial particular, that, 
the Tabur Agassi and Mohammed Chanan eame to lis glee te te dane boat, and 
disouseed the question in quite sn amicable way, no complaints being mage on cither 
side, 

It is therefore difficult to avoid the conclusion that the sheikh is fully warranted in 
saying that there was nothing against Mohammed Chanan that could not have been 
settled by halfan-hour's conver h the vali as he tried to arrange; had the vali, 
instead of discourteously refusing, to azo the sheikh at all on. the subject, dissoweed 
the question with him, and heard the other side, thi would sical have turned 
out very differently. The sheikh believes that Mishr a spite against Mohammed 
‘Chanan because the latter would not let his men act, in the English working-man’s 
parlanes, as “ blacklegs,” and that he induced the vali to believe that Turkish tile was 
Toing flouted by Chania, 

16. The 
he ex 
ten 
cect 
received 
property on the Turkish side of the river than is possessed. by any Turkish subject 

valuable house property in Bussorah, aud though it, has been erably 
in valuein tho hse fey moothe by the vali's expropriation sehewe imecrne 
tion with new road kh has not allowed the question to interfere with his 
ide Mr. Crow's despatch No, 14 of the 9th March, 1910), 
as Biitish mubjeots wore being treated, "Hud lie adopted 
ali on thispoint he would have secured the support of the 
influential families in Bussorab, aud n ight have embarrassed the vali seriousl: 

Again, when the news of the attack of the vali the: shei 

spread abroad, the latter rec nerous voluntary offers of wetiv 
i "Turkish Aral) ebiot fon 


and secured his o 
Real » in my humble opinion, inconsistent, as 
Mr. Marling. suggests e y ed the Bist May, with an 
the shel the rising naval power of the Turks would overwhelm hin tn the 
d, unless hie eould count on the su 
17, The other 
in the past, conni 
tory. 
ie sheikh does uot entively deny this charge, but he admits it only in connection 
with the period (1909) when Mohurrem Bey was Vali of Bussorah and only in regard 
to two or three occasions. He justifies himself by pointing out that Mohariem Be 
was a violent and ill-tempered man, with whom personal dealings were an impossibility, 
‘The Persian Goverun as now, hopelessly disorganised and unable to make 
any effective representations at Constantinople; the Persian consulsgencrtl was qual 
le to say anything to the Vali of Bussorah, and was in any ease incompetent, ‘Tho 
vali committed with impunity ¢ injustice against’ the shickh and against 
his subjects living in rvitory. Prot 
which the people of Bussorah sent to Consta 
vali were unanswe: i 
Mohar 
is command to secure wl 5 eyes, the 
ly remedy—the removal of the vali, He was successful, as the vali was removed 
shoutly . had the support of the people of Bussorah 
vhom Moharrem Bey had been equally obnoxious, 
in winding up the conversation, emphasised the fact that his 
against the ‘Turks were numerous and likely to be more seriou: 
future than at present, The Turkish officials were, he said, pursuing a policy. o 
pricks in regard to him and his tribe, and causing. great annoyance to the lntter, 
tortion, arbitrary action by Turkish officials eyainst Atabs ou the ex parte statements 
of avaricious Turkish landlords were now e y incidents and the constant subject 


plaints to him, ‘The present vali seemed, he said, to be bent on putting’ all 
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sorts of impracticable laws into force amongst Arabs, upsetting the status quo and the 
tranquillity of the country side, not apparently in order to remedy the state of affairs, 
but solely in order to cause trouble amongst p ¢ Arabs, whilst at the same 
e he took no serious steps to bring to book those tribes such as the Muntafils, who 
openly defied his authority, 
T have, &c. 
A, T. WILSON, Lioutenant, L.A. 


nelosure 5 in No. 64. 


Sheikh of Mohammerah to the -Lcting Vali of Bussorah. 


compliments, 
YOUR letter of the ard Ral i, 3, which your: 
noted, 


whom you 5 him, T am 
surprised ab your wecount-of the m On this account, that whe Pabur Age 
ain with Mohammed Channn to ) fo seo iy, he made no complaint and m: 
no mention of s As \ uniled and friends, Edo not want tos 
‘on this subject, Were I to do so, Dam sure that T should be i nl 
tice would corroborate me, What happened at Kut 


yen, Moliqinined Chanan, as is well known, is w chief of the 
and a Persian’ subject, and he agent in for the 
Th accordance with your 
anotly 

Regarding those who attacked and killed Chelmeran, fiom the first day that I 
hoard the news TF gave the ne orders in my-own districts to search’ for and 
captine the sural Tut the 
the people of ti iets Ua 
Piva bie Monee byes 

Re; the Mi When you mentioned the matter to me T gave 
he necessary orders, and one. day: departure to the Karun { eaptured thre 
of them, Ss Twas c could not inform the vilayet, and on any 
votuen in the same way T captured one more of them and inf 
Vilayot that he mnight Send an agent to take them ove 
soul, aind the mon handed ove 

With to what you wrote 


unitter a treaty exists between ‘Turk 
hereditary warden of the fronti 
treaty, 


‘Mher r Excellency cannot give undertakings contrary to the 
but in vie : ly f wen us in the past anid in th 
inv all matters relating to the prov f trouble in no way has any fault 
tuor will be in the future, 

No ovil acts have hitherto been ed by my tribes in Torkish 
fur as possible [will make extreme eflorts for the preservation of peace 
there, and to that end T consi responsible. 

hide a personal agreement between us, relating 


is, T 


Memorandum by Acting Consul Wilson. 


mnemoraudum is intended to supplement the docament 
of the troubles w! ve recently etween the Sheikh of Mobamm 
Vali of Bussorah, Iain briefly the action of the w 
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The fitst intimation that any trouble was likely was conveyed to me on the 
31th April by a copy of Mr. Crow’s despatch No; 22 of the 29rd April, 1910, to His 
Majesty's Embassy, detailing an interview which he had had with the vali, in which 
the latter, after making a series of complaints against the sheikh, announced his 
intention of sending the gun-boat “Marmaris” to Zain to demonstrate, and, if necessary, 
piinish Mobammed Chanan and his retainers. The vali further said that he intended 
to take strong action. 

Remarking from this despatch that Mr. Crow had made no protest to the vali 
Against his proposals, and had not considered the matter of suflicient immediate 
importance to justify a telegraphic report to Constantinople, I hurried to Bussorah 
fortliwith (24th April) to attempt to induce Mr. Crow to take action to dissuade the 
vali from carrying out his plans, Tt was, however, too late, as the vali had already 
sent the “ Marmaris,” and in any case Mr. Crow seemed disinclined to take action, an 
suggested that the vali was not in eamest. I, however, prevailed upon him to send a 
wire to Constantinople on the subject. 

On my return to Mobammerah at mid-day on the 25th April, 1 found that the 
“Marmaris” had shelled and burnt Mohammed Chanan’s village an hour previously. 
T at once proceeded to the spot with w representative of the sheikh, ascertained 
precisely what hed occurred, telegraphed the facts to the resident at Bushire, and 
returned the same eveving to Bussorab to see Mr. Crow again and inform him of 
what, had occurred. Previous to going to Bussorah, however, I visited the sheikh's 
principal men in Mobammerah and warned them to do nothing whatever, and to 
Allow no reprisals pending orders from the sheikh who had proceeded to Ahwaz on tho 
‘2st instant, 

On arrival at Bussorah, I found that Mr. Grow bad heard’ nothing of what had 
occurred at Zain, and he did not seem to appreciate the seriousness of the situation that 
it created. In reply to my letters of the 24th und 25th, he answered, on the 27th, that 
the day of reckoning for the sheikh had come, and that though ‘the action of the 
Turks might be arbitrary, he would press for them to be supplied with the proper 
means to carry it through, 

He, however, modified his attitude to some extent, as, when he attended a 
reception by the vali held on the * Marmaris,” he listened coldly to the vali's triumphant 
remarks on the subject of the gun-boat’s action, and (as he informed me) told the vali 
that his impetuous action was illecaleulated to secure the results ostensibly desired, and 
that he would have done well to consult His Majesty's consul before taking action, 

The vali shortly afterwards left for Bagdad, whore he wae to meot Nazim Pasha, 
under whose general control he now is, He received an exceptionally cordial and 
distinguished reception, 

‘The sheikh meanwhile, ab Ahwaz, telegraphed for advice to me as to whether he 
should return to Mobatnmerah at ons or not, I replied that he should not return at 
present as hin precipitate arrival on the ‘ould certainly create a lively anticipation 
of reprisals, the expectation of which might induce the vali to pursue his hostile paliey 
Still further, My fears were confirmed by the vali's letters about this time (the 
u6th April) to the Persian consul-general at Bussorah, in which he threatened to attable 
Mohammerah. 

‘As the sheikh is guaranteed hy us against unprovoked attack by sea, he at once, on 
learning of this letter, telegraphed to Mirza Humnza to beg me to telegraph to Bushite 
asking that we would support him in accordance with our promises by sending a gun-bout 
to Mohaminerab to protect him from attack by sea, and to show the Turks that we could 
not tolerate any such action, ‘This suggestion was nogatived by His Majesty's chargé 
affaires, Tehran, and luckily the vali did not carry out his threats. 

The sheikh feels acutely our refusal to send a gun-boat, in spite of the fact that an 
attack on Mohammerah was officially threatened by the vali unless Mohammed Chanan 
was surrendered. The refusal has detracted from the value in his eyes of our assurances, 
since on the only occasion when we have heen asked to render him prompt support we 
have withheld it for fear of giving umbrage to the Turks, 

On the Sth May, Haji Rais, the sheilh’s right-hand man, who had been sent down 
by the sheikh with instructions to consult me as to the advisability of proceeding to 
Benaora to interview the vali, arrived at Nasiri. With my concurrence he went on to 
Bussorah, thongh ina state of considerable trepidation for his personal safety. ‘The vali had 
by this time left for Bagdad, and Haji Rais accordingly visited the acting vali and by. his 
intermediation effected a temporary settlement with the vali, the acting vali giving him 
fs letter to the sheikh, offering to resume amicable relations on certain conditions, ‘The 
letter contained much that was objectionable to the sheikh, threats and unjustified 
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allegations being freely intermingled with polite phrases. But Haji Rais, in the weak 
position which he was, having clearly understood from Mr, Crow that His Majesty's 
‘consul had no authority to press the vali to descend from the position which he had 
taken up felt bound to acompt it assuring a temporary cosation of hostilities. He 
awas, moteover, plainly informed (he told me) by Mr. Crow that his orders “to promote an 
amicable settlement” did not in his opinion justify any attempt to put active pressure 
Gate ale Tagyeedigtits Gai Rats nits tine, bony the cae’ tio midionent ges ie 
est ad interim arrangement procurable pending a decision by His Majesty's Govern 
ment on the general question, and it was mepresented to and regarded by the sheikh in 
this light, 

ATertiler negotiations were thon delayed (or fortnight pending the retum cf the 
sheikh from Ahwaz, where he was occupied in reconciling the Arab tribes near Dizful to 
each other, with a view to preventing disturbances there. 

n the 24th May he returned from Ahwaz, and Tat once communicated to him 
Foreigu Office telegram No, 187 (received on the 14th May), stating that serious 
reprerentations had been made in Constantinople, and that a gun-boat would be held 
in readiness in caso it should be required for the protection of Mohammerah territory. 
‘This announcement did a good deal to improve the sheikh’s state of mind, and gave him 

to hope that the eventual settlement provided would haye adequate regard for 
his rights and prestige as well as for those of Turkey. 

The. shell consulted ie anito tho tenor of the xoply whieh he should eend to the 
vali in answer to the’ acting val leter of tho Lith May. T outlined a reply which 
seemed to be suitable, and he concurred with me unreservedly, I then submitted the 
‘outlines of the proposed reply for the approval of the resident. I also sent a copy to 
Mr, Crow, who, in roply, informed me that, with a few minor alterations, he considered 
the reply unobjectionable, 

In the meanwhile T received orders to proceed to Bussorah to ebufer with 
Mr, Crow with a view to a settlement. on the lines of Foreign Office telegram No. 165 
(received Tehran, the 26th May), ivc., “ sheikh to promise to give up Turkish criminals 
and not foment disturbances, “Vali to express regret for injury to sheikh's family, and 
assure him that if he keeps his promises his tribes and property will not be molested.” 

‘The sheikh was quite ready to do his share on these fines, though he does not 
admit that ho has sheltered ‘Tirkish criminals nor habitually fomented disturbances 
in the past, The vali, however, was at some pains to make it perfectly clear that he 
would not accept Mr, Crow's intervention in the matter, and that’ he would not 
apologise in any way 

‘This being the case, aud the vali being on his way back to Bussorab, the sheikh saw 
at once that to delay his reply until the q n of vali offering expression of regret had 
boen disposed of would be injudicious. x receipt of the approval of His Majesty's 
Government to his proposed veply to the vali, he asked the Turks to send men to take 
over four criminals for whom they had applied. ‘These men reached Bussorah, as 
intonded by the sheikh, two days’ before the arrival of the 
slight to the acting vali, who had taken part in the preliminary negotiations for thelr 
surrender, 

On the 2nd June, two days after the retum of the vali, T was informed by 
Colonel Cox, in his telegram of the 0th May, to the effect that the sheikh's proposed 
reply was approved, and Tat once told the sheikh to send it off 

On the 4th Juno he accordingly sent Haji Rais, his right-hand man, to Bussorah 
with the reply (a copy of which is appended do my letter forwarded herewith), Tho 
vali received Haji Rais politely, and seemed not dissatisfied with the sheilh’s reply, to 
which he sent a polite answer. His protestations of friendship and his expression ot 
hope that the sheikh would let “bygones be bygones ” were unfortunately considerabl 

scounted by several occurrences Which took place whilst Haji Rais was in Bussorah 
as the guest of the vali 

In the first: plice, a law suit in which one Mustafa, a servant of Mirza Hamza, 
the sheikh’s Bussorah agent, was concerned, was revived and warrants issued for the 

regardless of the fuct that during the negotiations between Haji Rais and 
the acting vali, the latter had obtained the withdrawal of the ease and had promised 
that no more should be heard of it, Haji Rais was informed by the vali, in reply to his 
protest, that the latter knew nothing of the acting vali’s action in the matter, and in 
any case could not intervene in judicial questions. Haji Rais, however, understands 
that the vali himself requested thit the ease should be reopened, 

Secondly, for the third time since the troubles between the sheikh and the vali 
began, the sheikh’s houses on the Asbar creek were partly pulled down, in spite of the 
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fact that they did not project into the roadway, and that their frontage had been some 
time back formally approved by the vali. | When representations were made to the vali 
on this subjest, he said on each occasion that it was a mistake on the part of a subordinate 
official, and that he would issue orders to prevent its reowrrence, But it is remarkable 
that such mistakes should not have been made in the case of other persons’ houses, 
Haji Rais further tells me that he has definite information that the vali instigated 
these acts. 

Lastly, whilst Haji Rais was in Bussorah an official of the Courts of Justice with 
a band of soldiers raided the empty house of the sheikh’s Bussorah agent, and forcibly 
Gistrained his carriages and some other possessions, on the ground that a’ summons for 
debt had been issued against him by Government for payment of £7. 300, but had 
been disregarded. The vali denied all knowledge of the matter and ordered the return 
of the goods distrained. But Abdul Wabab-il-Kartass has told Haji Rais that the 
case was started by the vali himself in revenge for Mirza Hamza’s attitude in regard to 
the sheikh’s house property in Bussorah, and that the vali personally interested himself 
in obtaining a judgment against Mirza Hamza; the latter states, however, thit no 
‘summons ever reached him, 

The cumulative effect of these incideuts has beon to convince the sheikh that 
the present vali is hopelessly unreliable, if not actually treacherous, and that ns long 
as he remains in Bussorah there will be no guarantee of a recurrence of troubles 

coently, unless the Turkish authorities both in Bussorah and 
Constantinople are given plain intimation that His Majesty's Government. are 
supporting him and will not tolerate aggression on Mohammerah territory. 

Mr. Crow has given Haji Rais plainly to understand that he is unable to inte 
in Bussorah affairs, where the vali is acting ostensibly in conformity with judicial 
administrative rules, and the vali has not less plainly informed Mr, Crow that’ he will 
not tolerate his intervention in Mobummerah and Koweit affair, 

Tt is important that it should be fully understood that. the sheikh has everything 
to lose and nothing to gain by gratuitously opposing the Vali of Bussoral and no one 
realises this botler than bo dou ‘The’ value. of tho perkonal property which he 
inherited from his futher on tho Turkish bank of the river is probably hot less than 


of 
rab population of Turkish Arabia to the condition of 
serfs destitute of any hereditary right to the land which they occupy. 

Tshould add finally that I showed His Majesty's consul at Breenreh oUt of 
the letter to which this préois is appended, and asked him whether he had avy 
information which would tend to refute or throw doubt upon the genuineness of the 
shieikh’s replies to various allegations made by the Turks, He replied that he was not 
now, and never hud been in a position to sift the truth of the allegations made by the 
‘Turks; that the latter were invariably untruthful, and that, situated ashe was in 
Bussorah, he had no opportunities for applying an independent test to the accounts 
given, him by the Turks of the reoent troubles or of others, He added that should 

is Majesty's Embassy ask him to submit evidence in. support of the vali’s allegations 
or of his own statements, he would suggest that the ‘Turkish Government were in a 
better position than he to furnish such controversial material. 

T should add that Mr. Crow's dragoman is a Turk, and obtains his information 
from ‘Turkish sources, and that circumstances usually seem to preclude Mr, Grow from 
obtaining the views of Arabs on current issues, even if he desired to know them, 

A. T. WILSON, Lieutenant, 1 
Mohammerah, June 4, 1910. 





bed 


Enclosure 7 in No. 64. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Consul Crow. 


dear Crow, Mohammerah, June 8, 1910. 
eT eTOUIR at ue ET ayeilinaied over Gwe halters to Lloyd, Seott, and Co. 
(Limited), to be sent up to you by first opportunity. I will let you know what tho cost 
is later, Lenclose a copy of the letter of the vali to the sheikh, ° 

‘The sheikh now says that. he eares little for apologies, as the vali is so impetuous 
that to foree him to give them from Constantinople would only make things worse. We 
have tried onge and failed, and, in his view, to try to work it from the Porte, even if 
successfil, would do more harm than good. a 

But he is most anxious thar we should insist, both in Bussorah and in Constan- 
tinople, on our right to intervene in Mohammerah affairs being recognised fully by the 
vali, ‘That, he says, will be the best guarantee against trouble in the future. T quite 
‘agree with him, and shall do my best in Bushive to get. the resident to press this point 
of view on His Majesty's Government. He tells me that the vali has publicly announced 
that he will not tolerate the interference of His Majesty's consul at Bussorah in any 
affairs either at Koweit or Mohammerah, He says that the vali is not only impetuous 
but treacherous, as is his conduct in relation fo Sheikh Khazal's house, which has 
been threo times quite needlesaly pulled down after having been repaired, Haj 
Tuis says he had definite proo! when in Bussorab that the vali knew all about it, 

Regarding the seizure of Mirza Hanvza's property in Bussorah by order of the 
court, of which the vali disclaimed all knowledge to Haji Rais, it now appears that the 
claim for 3001, was commenced by the vali against Mirza Hamza in revence for his 
attitude on the house question, arid that the vali has secretly instigated the proceedings 
all slong. 

Tig is our side of the question, I think the vai is altogether unstable, and that 
nothing but trouble will arise as long as he remains in Bussorah. 

Yours sincerely, 
‘A.''T, WILSON, 





(24858) No. 65. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
(No. 452, F “ 
Sir, Constantinople, Tuy 5, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's consul 
Bussorah in regard to tho stato of the relations now existing between the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah and the Vali of the Bussorah vilayet. 
Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 65, 


Consul Crow to Sir G, Lowther. 

ie ) Bussorah, June 9, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 37 of the Oth instant, I have the honour to: 
transmit a translation of the Sheikh of Mohanmerah’s reply, which Haji Reiss handed 
to the vali on Sunday morning, the Sth June. Haji Reiss visited me the same evening, 
and according to his account, the vali gave him a friendly reception, kept him to 
Tunch and discussed the Zein business and general relations with Molammerah 
unreservedly, Both parties gave their respective versions of the immediate events 
which led to the breach, and the vali remarked, inter alia, that local reports had been 
sent to Constantinople complaining that he left the administration of ontlying distriets 
too much in the hands of the Sheikh of Mohamnmerah, and said he had been censured 
by Constantinople in consequence, He read and accepted the sheikh's written reply 
Aa Mia leboe eines cata , saying meroly that he had nothing against the sheik! 
personally, but he wanted hi anice to catch Turkish er 
to Mohantmerah, and professed himself willing to reciprocate if Persi 
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to Bussorah. He added he would not allow the police to take advantage of the friendly 
understanding between the sheikh and himself in order to make a scapegoat of 
Mohammerah whenever they failed to catch culprits, and said applications for 
surrender would only be made in well-authenticated cases after careful enquiry, and 
production of satisinctory evidence of the parties’ guilt, He assured him friendly 
relations with the sheikh were now restored. 

Haji Reiss asked the vali to write a friendly priyate letter to the sheikh to that 
effect, and the vali undertook to do so. Haji Ils. aleo referred. to. the partial 
destruction of some of the sheikh’s new buildings on the Ashar creck, and the vali 
agreed to examine the ground in his presence on the following day, and see what 
was reqnired, 

Tcalled on Abdul Wahab Pasha-el-Kartass at Saraji, about 3 miles down river, 
on the (th June, and discussed the affair with him, Ho is an intimate friend of 
Sheikh Khazal’s, and is well aware of all that has lately occurred. He agreed to 

sit the sheikh at Mohammerah as soon as Haji Reiss had returned, and inform me 
how matters stood. Haji Reiss called again on me in the evening. He brought me 
wy in Arabic of the sheikh’s reply, and showed me a sealed private letter which 
he had received from the vali for the sheikh, of which, however, he did not know the 
contents. He said he had come to an amicable understanding with the yali about 
the sheikh’s new houses, aud had arranged to stop all work until the vilayet engineer 
had drawn up a plan of the proposed new quarter to work upon. Haji Reiss then 
eft for Mohammerah. 

Tcalled on the vali on Tuesday morning the 7th June. Thad not met him since 
his return from Bagdad on the Ist June. He was friendly and polite, but observed 
4 frigid silenco in regard to the Mohammerah question. When I broached the subject 
he expressed deep resentment at my interference, and could not believe that the 
British Government, which had helped ‘Turkey so much in past years, was now goin 
to turn against it on account of the little Sheikh of Mchammerah, He said he coul 


ve wero stich an interfering people; unavoidably wo 
\l our finger in many pies, but this need not disturb the excellent relations which 
tex betwveen on aud T merely wanted to tell him what the Foreign Ofice 
about erah business, T said wo were glad to hear he had effected a 
reconciliation with the sheikh, and were obliged to him for meeting us in the matter. 
Thad already communicated the views, not of myself, but of His Majesty's Government, 
on this subject to the acting vali. T hai received’ many telegrams from the Foreign 
Office, our embassy at Constantinople, and the legition at Tehran, and all agreed on 
the necessity of arranging matters amicably between himself and the sheikh. His 
Majesty's Government wished the affair dealt with locally, and I now desired, with his 
permission, to communicate the instructions I had received. As to the matters in 
dispute, his Excellency had communicated directly with the sheikh, letters had been 
exchanged, and friendly relations re-established, I had twice written privately to his 
Excellency regarding some expression of regret on his part to the sheikh for his 
personal family trouble. His Majesty's Government thought it would bo well, in order 
to strengthen and confirm the good understanding nowy arrived at, “if his Excellency 
would express in a friendly and private manner his regret, that is to say, his condolences 
for the personal injury sustained by the sheikh, namely, the death of his wife aud the 
discomfort caused to his mother, and would assure the sheikh that if he kept his 
promises his tribes and his property on Ottoman soil would not be molested.” I read 
this passage to him, and offered to give him my Turkish translation, but he said he 
preferred to have it verbally. I also carefully explained to him that His Majesty's 
Government did not ask for an apology for what had occurred, but simply an 


ir 
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sheikh’s personal 

himself convin 

history on the rive 

and had nothing perso: 

be useless and meaningless. 

T replied that his Excellency must decide for himself, and that I could do no more 
than reiterate th wishes of His Majesty’s Government which I had been 
instructed to explain to him, and I would communicate his views to Constantinople. 

[again visited Abdul Wahab-el-Kartass at Saraji on the morning of the 9th instant, 
and he told me he had spent several hours with the Sheikh of Mohammerah at Failich 
on the preceding and had read the vali’s private letter, which, he said, was 
friendly and conciliatory. He said good relations were restored and the breach 
healed. 1 consider Abdul Wahab's opinion of value. Ho is an important. personage 
here and an intimate friend of Sheikh Khazal, and is well aware of the difficultjes the 
Turks haye had in y with Mohammerah. No man in Bussorah knows the 
position better, and, when friendly meetings between Arab sheikhs and Turkish vali’s 
oveur, they are generally held at his house (please see my despatch No, 14 of the 
the 9th March last to the emt , to which the resident at Bushire recently referred 
to in his telegrams), 

T have, &c, 
J. E. CROW, 


June 10, 1910,—P.S, Since writing the above L have received a copy of the vali’s 
private letter to the Sheikh, and enclose a translation of it. In forwarding the letter 
to me Mr. Wilson states that the sheikh attaches novimportance to the expression of 
regret, and does not want it now. 


PF. E. C. 
Enclosure 2 in No. 65. 


Sheikh of Mohammerah to the Vali of Bussorah. 

(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) Jemadi Borel 25, 1328, 

WHILE on the Karun T received the letter of your representative, Saad Bey, of 
30 Rebi-ul-Akhir, 1328, and became aware of all that was written therein about the 
affair which occurred at Kut-el-Zein, caused by Mohd Chenan’s threatening the 
‘Tabour Agassi and the gendarmes which you sent to arrest him, and I am very much 
surprised at this explanation, for, when the ‘labour Agassi came to me with Mohd 
Chenan at Pailieh, he showed no vexation and nothing was mentioned by him about 
such proceedin, But, as the steps of friendship are firmly established, I do not wish 
to prolong discussion on this subject; if I did so there is no doubt that I should be 
found quite in the right, and I am convinced your Excellency’s conscience would 
confirm this, for what happened at Kut-el-Zein is not hidden from you. It is no secret 
that the said Mohd Chenan is a chief of the Muhaisin tribe and a Persian subject, and 
that he is my agent there for the cultivation of property. As notified by your 
representative, Saad Bey, T have removed him and will appoint another agent. 

As regards those who dared to kill Chelmecan, from the first day this news reached 
me I gave necessary and repeated orders to search for and arrest them, but up to the 
present I have not found any of them, and they are not people of this district, If they 





[24543] No. 65%. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 209.) 
(Telegraphic.)  P. 
ARABISTAN irri 
your telegram of the 7th July. 
Fquston was asked by Netherlands Minister boro, THe was told that in 
il not object to Dutch participation, provided that it was in a British 
and that tho moment was opportune. Tt would be difficult, in view of former 
‘op Persian Government in the dark about our interest in the scheme. 
Baron Gericke also assured me that if His Majesty’s Goverment and the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah were opposed to it the Netherlands Government would not pursue the 
enterprise, Do what you can to discourage your Netherlands colleague from askin 


for the conce ho is sure that Sheikh of Mohammerah views scheme witl 
fayou 


Foreign Ofiee, July 11, 1910. 
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see thom or if any one of them is found on this side I will undoubtedly arrest him and 
hasten to send him, 

‘As regards the affair at Menawee, when you mentioned it to me verbally I ordered 
search to be made for them, and the day before I left for the Karun I succeeded in 
catching three of them, but, as I was busy with my journey, I could not inform you, 
and after my return I Succeeded in catching one more, and asked the acting vali to 
‘send an official to take them and conduct them to the head-qnarters of the vilayet. An 
official was sent to me with a reply and he took them. 

You mentioned several matters of detail for me to undertake. As I am a Persian 
subject and hereditary frontier official of that Government, and a treaty exists between 
the two Islamic Powers regarding the extradition of criminals, of which your Excellency 
is doubtless aware, you and T cannot infringe this treaty, but, in vow of the friendship 
‘and agreement existing between us as neighbours, there has not been in the past an 
there will not be in the future any slackness in the necessary help or mutual assistance 
in all matters relating to the prevention of crime and the establishment of security in 
all districts, and up to to-day no infraction of the law has been committed by” my 
tribes on Turkish territory, and T have exerted myself, and will exert myself as 
far as T can, to preserve peace and tranquillity such as we now enjoy until the last 

my bounden duty, If you wish to conclude a personal agreement 
beiween us with regard to the treaty I am ready to do so. 
Tayail, &. 
SHEIKH KHAZAT, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 65. 
The Vali of Bussorah to Sheikh Khazal. 
(Translation.) 


(After compliments.) Jamadi Hovel 28, 1328 (June 6, 1910). 

‘THE letter with your greetings which you handed to our friend Haji Reiss has 
given me special pleasure, ‘The matters and assurances mentioned in your letter 
concerning the strengthening of friendship, and your confirming them by lately 
arresting four well-known brigands and surrendering them to the Imperial Govorn- 
ment, show a real effort on your part, and I thank your Excellency specially for what 
you have done to, assist in the duty of assuring tranquillity, which is the soul of a 
Sountey’s prosperity, As long asiL eco your Excellency endeavouring: to protect the 
lawful interests of my State and country, friendship and cordiality will grow in my 
heart to your name and your illustrious acts. I beg you to rely on the earnestness of 
my feelings and my words. 








{24829} No. 66. 


‘dveard Grey to Mr Marling, 
(No, 211.) 
(Belegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, July 11, 1910. 
NE St. Petersburgh telegram No, 201 of the 9th July: Caspian timber 

contract. 

You should send telegraphic report on points raised in letter of the 19th May 
(Persia Print series, May 21, Section 8). Further correspondence will be found in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the 27th May and Section 2 of the 2nd June in the same series. 


{22430} No. 67. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
114.) 
ee Koroign Offee, July 11, 1910. 
[TRANSMIT to you copies of tivo letters from Sir G, Mackenzie,® and of the reply 
thereto on the subject of the Karun road. 
Colonel. Picot called at. the Foreign Offico on the 2nd instant and informed 
Mr, Mallet that Messrs, Lynch had approached the Anglo-Persian Oil Company with 


* Sir G. Mackenzie, April 11} June 25, 1910, + No, 08, 
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a view to obtain their assistance in the construction of the road, and that the Imperial 
Bank of Persia were ready to participate. pote ; ; 

Mr, Mallet expressed his satisfaction at this intelligence, and said that His 
Majesty's Government would welcome any amalgamation of British interests in this 
matter, He enquired where it was proposed to begin we nd reminded 
Colonel Picot that the concession expired in 1912, and that His Majes yvernment 
would not be able to ask for an extension of the concession, in so far as the part of the 
road within the Russian sphere was concerned, without previously obtaining the 
concurrence of the Russian Government, He asked whether it would not be possible 
within the next to years to complete that part of the road. 

Colonel Picot stated that it had heen intended to begin work from the south, but 
that ho would consider the point Mr. Mallet had mentioned about the part of the road 
within the Russian sphere. He said, however, that that section was particularly 
difficult, and that Messrs. Lynch would prefer to complete the road hetween Kum and 
Tspahan, which would not require more than improvement. He added that the difficulty 
was that the Persian post had heen making this tract 

Tam, &e, 
Gn 





[22430] No, 8. 


Mr. Mallet to Sir G. Mackenzie. 
Dear Sir George Mackenzio, Foreign Ofice, July 11, 1910. 

YOUR letters of the 11th April and the 15th June regarding the Karun road have 
heen carefully considered in this department, and Sir G, Barclay has been consulted on 
tho suggestions made by you, . 

Sani probably aware that the concession for the road expires in 1912, We 
under Messrs. Lynch's agent at ‘Tehran has already been in negotiation with 
tho Persian Government with a view to its prolongation, but the Foreign Office has not 
been informed of this by Messrs. Lynch, still less requested to, intervene in this 
nexotiation, nor could we, in view of the terms of the Anglo-Russian Convention of 
1904, press the Persian Government to grant an extension, in so far as the part of the 
road lying within the Russian sphere is concerned, without previously obtaining the 
conenirence of the Russian Government, which would certainly bo a difficult amattex 

With regard to your suggestion to sell. the portion of the concession lying within 
tho Russian sphere to tho Russian or Persian Government, I fear that such an 
‘urrangement must involve an almost ind postponement of the construction of that 
part of tho road, It is dificult to imaging that, in view of their financial situation, the 
Persian Government would undertake the work’ themselves, especially if, as it appears, 
Mossrs. Lynch are now asking them to prolong the ; while the Russians 
must bo fully alive to the disadvantage to their trade of more direct connection 
between Tehran and the Persian Moreover, it would probably be difficult. to 
induce the Persian Government to sanction the sale of a part of the concession to the 
Russians. ; 

The Foreign Oice, however, would have no objection whatever to the scheme 
proposed by you for consolidating and widening the interests. in the road; indeed, it 
‘appears to bea very good one. We are not, liowever, prepared to initiate the negotiations, 
for we have no grounds for putting pressure on Messrs. Lynch, nor would it, I think, be 
necessary for us to do s0, since, as we arv informed, that firm’ have themselves already 
approached the Anglo-Persian Oil Company with a view to obtain theirassistance in the 
construction of the road, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(25144) No. 69. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 12.) 
Gulahek, June 24, 1910, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch and its 
enclosures fiom His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, in which Mr. Ranking gives an account 
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of the negotiations which took plage last March with the Bakhtiari khans respecting the 
acquisition of land by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and refers to me for a decision 
various points which arose in the course of those negotiations, 

Tt appears to me that these three points, which are set forth on pp. 8 and 9 of 
Mr. Ranking’s despatch, are with the possible exception of the first, on which there is 
scarcely room for any difference of opinion, questions for the decision of tho 
company rather than for His Majesty's Legation, but as I have had the advantage 
of discussing some of the points with Mr. Preece, who signed the 1905 agreement 
with the khans, I vonture to offer some observations on them. 

‘The first point raised by Mr. Ranking is that the sole basis of negotiation with 
the acting khans should be the 1905 agreement, With this view I submit. there 
can be no disagreement, and it would appear to be particularly necessary, in view of 
the unfortunate cfreumstance that Mr. Reynolds has been ih negotiation with, the 
Khans, though he was ignorant of the terns of the agreement, that His Majesty's 
Legation should induce the ilkhani and ilbegai to instruct the acting ilkhani and acting 
ilbeggi in the sense sugyested by Mr, Ranking, But I foresee that this will be ne 
very easy matter since Mr. Reynolds, as it appears from Mr, Ranking’s despatch, has 
already committed the company for this year to paying compensation for uncultivated 
as well as cultivated land, ert appears to be contrary to the spirit of the agreement, 
‘The admission has, however, beon made, and the khans may be trusted to take the 
most of the precedent, 

Mr. Ranking divides the thind question into three heads, the ruling on the first of 
Which appears to me to be included in the ruling on the second, ‘The company, 
Mr. Ranking repeats, has “on countless oosasions both in writing and verbally” 
acknowledged its Habilty. to pay eamponsaion forall neared Rod wel ee 
company's purposes, and in view of these repeated admissions of Hability it will be 
impossible to insist on any other interpretation of the 1905 agreement, 

On the third head, T entirely agree with Mr, Ranking’s recommendation that in the 
interests of good relations with’ the local tribesmen, compensation ought to be made 
for the destruction of crops, 

‘The third. point relates to the interpretation of the Persian word rendered by 
“cultivated” in the English translation of the agreement. [am advised thee 
Mr, Ranking’s view that this is the proper rendering is correct, and I think. therefare 
that the Bakhtiari contention that not on} ly “cultivated” but also “cultivable” lands 
are to be compensated for must be resisted, “Cultivated” lands should, as a gonoral 
rule, be held to mean that under cultivation in alternate years as is the custom of tho 
tribes. If it should seem necessary, a concession might be made to the Bakhtiavis 
that cultivated lands should iucluda those which, though now uncultivated, have been 
cultivated within very recent years, but the limit should be a very short ong in view of 
the difficulty of obtaining reliable evidence, 

At the ‘end of his despatch Mr. Ranking mentions two other matters, but without 
referring them specifically to the legation. On both points I entirely concur in his 
recommendations, 

T would take this opportunity of suggesting that. the Anglo-Persian Oil Compan: 
would do well to appoint an English representative in ‘Tehran... At presont the work 
of such an agent is to all intents and purposes. performed by His Majesty's Legation, 
and Tsubmit that it i not in the interests of the company itaolf that, thie should 
continue. In the first place the legation’s only souree of information as to the company's 
affairs is the consulate at Ahwaz, and, as appears from the enclosed despatch from 
Lieutenant Ranking, he is not always informed of the proceedinge of the company’s 
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local agents, Te inttot dificult to hnagine eisoumstances fo wich tho legato mnigl 
be called on to take action on imperfect knowledge of the company’s wishes; in any 
case delay must often be incurred by the necessity of referring. to Ahwaz. or London, 
aod expense may. be entailed oo the pubic funds for the ost of telegrphin 


aks 
second and more important. reason is that it is indisputable that, us a general rule, 
it is found to be more practicuble for private persons or companies to push their own 
interests with the Government than for them to have recourse to official intervention, 
Apart from the fact that the private individual is necessarily better noquainted with the 
matter in hand and has more time to devote to it, ho is able to employ. arguments from 
which a legation is debarred ; and, again, the business is looked upoi as a private one 
Possessing no political colour, with which even a timid Persian Minister may deal without 
referring it to colleagues or to the inquisitive committees of the Medjiss. As an instance 
in point, I would cite the case of the barges which the Anglo-Persat Oil Cony ny desire 
oom yon ae Upper Karun, ‘The question is one whieh, on its morits, should by easly 
788) x 
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‘arranged ; butan attempt has been made to give it a political complexion, so much so that 
the lite Saghat-ul-Mulk, who as Under-Secretary for Foreign Afuira sanctioned the use 
of the company’s steam launch, was vehemently attacked in the Medjliss for having 
done'6o, and wns aocused of having “betrayed hie country.” I am of course perfectly 
well aware that the real opposition comes from Muin-ut-Tujjar, who sees a golden 
opportunity for hiring out [irommtbaeess ta tte company at his own price, but the 
mere fact that the neoa to the Persian Government was made by the legation and 
not by a representative of the company afforded that unscrupulous individual a ground 
for representing that the request had a political aspect, which, absurd as it is, unques- 
tionably impresses the ignorant and jealous in the Chamber, with the result that the 
‘Ministers hesitate to comply with our request. T cannot of course assert absolutely 
that an agent of the company would have already succseded—he might, at all events, 
have been able to come to some temporary arrangement with the Muin-ut-Tujjar, which 
the legation obviously cannot do, but Thave no hesitation in affirming that he would 
not linve received the flat refsal which bythe corrupt iluense-of the Mate, oa 
incompetent aud weak Minister for Foreign Affairs has been induced to send me, and 
which I was forced to ret to his Excellency. 

T need not say that in the event of the company’s appointing an agent in Tehran, 
the legation will not abate ite efforts on, behale of ‘the company, What I have 
endeavoured to point out is that its intervention is being wastefully and even harmfully 
employed by being inyoked too early, and that it ean be more effectively utilised by 
boing held fn reserve; and it is superfluous to say that its experience and advice will 
always be at the service of such an age 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 69. 


Consul Ranking to Mr. Marling. 
No, 14/296.) 
ir, ., Aliwaz, May 18, 1910. 

IN continuation of my telegram dated the 9th Apiil, 1910, Ihave the honour 
to address you on the subject of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company land acquisition 
negotiations and the ciroumstances which gave rise to them. 

‘The question of land compensation having arisen in February, the Bakhtiari khans 
eputed an agent from Malamir, by name Sheikh Muhamed’ Hussein, to go to the 
oil-field and negotiate on the subject. 

Tt appears that during this Sheikh Muhamed Hussein's stay at the oil-field, 
Mr. iret general fields manayer, learnt that the khans were in want of money, so 
on the 20th Safar, 1928 (3rd March, 1910), a letter was written to them, a copy of the 
first portion of which is attached (marked (A)), saying that the company wished to 
take up the Maidins of Naftak, Naftun, Bibyan, and Kalazl, and that of these the 
price of the Maidan-i-Naftun, “ which the company is now in possession of,” would be 
paid for in eash, ‘The letter further expressed willingness to pay for land in a lump 
fun or per jareeb, and further states that as the amount of land required for the pipe-line 
and road is'known, the company is also willing to pay for same at once. 

Now the wording of this letter is unfortunate from two. points of view: firstly, it 
admits the principle of the company’s liability to pay for the land taken up for the road 
‘and pipe-line—this point I will discuss in its own place later; and, secondly, the 
wording in inverted commas supra was equally unfortunate, as will be seen later, 

Pn passant, L may say that Mr, Reynolds never at any time informed me that he 
had written this letter, and T never knew that such a letter existed even until it was 
placed before me by the Bakhtiari khans as an answer to an argument I was using 
against them during the subsequent Kima negotintions. 

Negotiating is rendered extremely difficult. when compromising letters which have 
heen written are suppressed, either intentionally or unintentionally, and no mention 
made of them till they are brought up by the other side. 

Shortly after this, at Mr, Reynolds's invitation, the Bakhtiari khans came in 
person to talk over the compensation question, arriving at the oil-ficld on the 
19th March, and were taken all over the oilfield, All the various maidans required. by 
Mr, Reynolds were pointed out to them, and they were informed of various schemes 
‘whieh Mr, Reynolds had in his mind, such as establishing a bazaar, &s. 

Now I know ftom confidential sources of information that the Khans had talked 


79 


the question over in Malamir prior to their invitation to visit the oil-field, and were 
perfectly ready and willing to uccept a sum of 2,007. (10,000 tomans) in full compen 
sation payment for all land which the company might take up; but after being shown 
the various maidans and informed of the various schemes, their ideas wvent up by leaps 
and bounds. 

Theard, when the khans were up at the oil-field, that Mr, Reynolds made them an 
offer of a lump sum of 10,0001, which they refused. 

‘When Lasked Mr. Reynolds, on his return to Ahwaz, if he had made such an offer 
he flatly denied it, though during my late visit to the oil-field Ahmad Khan corroborated 
the statement that Mr. Reynold hed made the offer 

Teappears that, as days went on and nothing was arrived at, relations became very 
strained, and that the khans blustered, and even threatened tostop work, if the question 
of compensation was not settled; whereat Mr. Reynolds and Ahmad Khan appear to 
have got affraid and lost their heads. 

for reasons best known to himself, Mr, Reynolds decided to leave the oilfield on 
the 17th March, and, with this end in view, on the 16th he wrote to the khans a letter, 
copy of his own translation of which is marked (D) and attached hereto,* Next day 
the khans replied—copy of Persian letter and translation, marked respectively (I) and 
(£1), attached herewith—saying thab they had come by invitation to atrive at a 
settlement of the question, but that as Mr, Reynolds was procrastinating they would 
leave for Ram Hormuz on Friday (the next day). Mr. Reynolds was apparently very 
perturbed by the attitude of the khans, and so far gave in to them that at the firewell 
Interview which took place on the morning of the 17th March an exchange of notes 
took place, Mr. Reynolds's note to the khans (marked (B)), and the khans’ note to 
Mr. Reynolds (marked (C)), together with Mr. Reynolds's own translations of same 
(Carked (B 1) and (© 1) respectively), are atiached hereto, 

Taking Mr. Reynolds's note (Persian copy), will be seen that it embodion threo 
most important points (minor ones will be found in translation itself) 


admits th company’s liability to pay compensation for land taken up 
and company's work.” 
ly, it gives the Bakhtiaris the right to stop the company's work, should the 
question not be settled within one month's time, 
Thirdly, it contains an ambiguous and clumsily constructed sentence which reads 
that a price of 80 tomans for cultivated and 5 tomans for uncultivated lands has been 
agreed upon, 


OF the above, the first is dealt with later, 

‘The second it will be seen is a most important one, granting as it does to the 
Bakhtiaris the right to establish a most dangerous and disastrous precedent, and. ono 

h they for years have been trying to establish, 

While the third point arises from the fict that the note was translated by a native 
of India (Ahmad Khan), whose knowledge of Persian is imperfect, with the result, that 
the clause in question is ambiguous, and reads that a price has been fixed per jarveb of 
30 tomans and 5 tomans for cultivated and grazing lands respectively, which their 
Excellencies the khans shall accept, whereas in the D'Arey agreement’ there in no 
mention of compensation for any other except cultivated ground. 

In his own translation Mr. Reynolds implies the meaning of the clause to bo that 
the kan say that the prioe is so and 20, and whon Mf, Lloyd and he wore talking, over 
the situation with me, be stated that, such was his iatontioe, Bub maual bo bore ta 


*mind that in the khans’ note it is perfectly clearly stated that the price is 80 tomans and 


5 tomans, which note was given personally to’ Mr. Reynolds at the farewell interview 
and accepted by him. 

1am of opinion that Mr, Reynolds's contention that he intended to imply that 
the khans had stated that the price was so and so is merely an excuse to try and 
provide a loophole of escape from the consequences of his negotiating in ignoratice of 
the terms of the D'Arey agreement. 

As regards the khan’s note, the same points are embodied. After the exchange of 
notes on the 17th March Mr. Reynolds left the oil-feld and arrived in Ahwaz on. the 
19th March, When visiting me on the 20th March Mr. Reynolds mentioned in 
conversation that when negotiating with the khans he was in ignorance of the terms of 
the 1905 D'Arey-Bakhtiari agreement. Hw said that he had applied for a copy to 


+ jhe Persian copy of thie letter bas nover boon shown or given to me, and the copy of th tration 


was only given to me by Mr, Lloyd in Kima on the Ist Apeil, 1910, 
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Messrs, Lloyd, Seott, and Co., Mohammerah, on the 22nd February, and that this said’ 
copy hud met him two days previously on the 18th March after he had left the oil-felds 
en route to Ahwaz, 

Now, it appears to me that the whole trouble was caused by Mr. Reynolds being 
in ignoranes of the terms of the D'Arey agreement, and could have been avoided had 
he had «copy with him. In the first place, he would have known that by erticle 5 the 
khnns have no right to stop the work, and he would have also known that, the only 
land to be compensated for was cultivated, and that no mention is made whatever of 
grazing lands. : \ 

Mr. Lloyd, managing agent, and Mr. Black, who is to replace him when the 
former goes on leave, arrived in Ahwaz on the 22nd March, and that afternoon, 
together with Mx, Reynolds, called on me with regard to the case, and requested me 
to take At this interview Mr. Reynolds gave « brief outline of what had 

d, and then proceeded to outline an agreement. which would be acceptable to 
mpany, the main point of which was that the price suggested per jareeb was 11. 
for all cultivated lands, 

At the end of the meeting T re 

ied, 
consulate, aud on bei 

, he replied 
ind that although w copy of the khans’ “note” 
ther Persian copy nor translation of Mr. Re 
after going 


after asking 
re omitted under the 


id by Mr. Lloyd, and. 
Nogotiations with the 


incts aud separate agreements, and after personally 
thrashing out and eventually agreeing to each point of the same, on the whole being 
reduced to writing for them to sign, they would repudiate some essential point. and 
refine to sign. However, after negotiations had broken down three times, an agreement 
ived at, the main points of which were : pri ans and 3 tomans for 
vated and grazing lands respectively and annual measurement and settlement for 
lands taken up during the past year, company havi ight to take up as much 
or as little ground as it pleased, besides some other minor cliuses. This settlement ot 
the case was preferable to Mr, Lloyd to another settlement, which T saw a possibility 
of arriving at, whereby the price of Iand was 80 tomans for cultivated land and nothing 
lat whioh would. be ta neoerdance with, the agreement. After much time and great 
deal of labour had been expended in thrashing out and getting the khans’ acquiescence 
to this agreement when ic was written out for them to sign, although they: had agreed 
to nvory point they refused, except on the proviso that the compsiny should take up 
‘nd pay for the whole of the Maidan-i-Naphtun, On my pointing out to them that 
the company had the right to take up just as much as they pleased in accordance with 
article 1, and did not wish to and had not taken up the Maidan-iNaphtun, the letter 
mentioned at the beginning of this despatch was brought forward. ‘The khans held to 
this point, and negotiations broke down for the fourth time, However, after eleven 
days in Kima, an agreement was signed (copy and translation marked (F) and (F 1) 
respectively), by which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company paid the khans 5,001. on 
account of all land taken up or to be taken up to next Hoot (February), when the 
hegotiations are to be commenced anew, thereby putting negotiations on a fresh footing 
and putting the “note” out of court. ‘The 5,001. was paid by cheque against a receipt 
(copy attached marked G) given by the Amirs Muffakham and Mujahid on behalf of 
the signatories of the agreement and undertuking responsibility in the, event of any 
other of the khans claiming the money. 
Before leaving Kima Ttook an order (marked (H), and attached hereto) from the 
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-acting illkhani and acting ilbeggi to the Amire Muffakbam and Mujahid, to all tho 
Eakhtiasl eubjects strictly forbidding all interference ie the com y's work. This 
order T took up to the oil-field and handed over to the assistant fills manager, who’ at 
that time was in charge of the field, to show to all local tribal headmen as Thad done 
on By. ‘way up to the field. 

it is now uecessary to look to the future; prior to the commencement anew of 
negotiations next February there are a few points upon which I would beg to request 
an authoritative expression of views so that the line taken ‘by me may be in accord with 
the views held by His Majesty's Legation, 

During the course of negotiations T was able to ascertain the khans’ standpoint 
with regard to the D/Arey agreement, and the following points are the direct outpome 
of such observations. 


First and foremost, [would beg to suggest that either the Sardar Assad, or the 
itkhani and ilbeggi should write to the acting ilkhani and ilbeggi, whosoever they may be 
next spring, cautioning them that the negotiations are to be based on the 1908, D'Rrey 
agreement and in accordanee with the terms of which they are to treat. ‘This letter 
T would suggest should be sent to me, to be delivered when negotiations are reopened, 

Secondly, I would beg to ascertain the views of His Majesty's Legation on the 
subject of what land should he compensated for 


under thi 
be it bul 

oveasions, 

peace and good relations with 
xy exops may be destroyed by the eompars operations that 
4 just compensation be paid for the crop so destroyed, but as to whethen, 4n view of the 
company’s fast attitude, this very broad acceptation of the spirit of compensation is to 
be sceepted or no is a point on which I would beg enlightment, It appears to be 
contrary to the provisions of the D'Arcy agreement, but has been hitherto unquestioningly. 
accepted by the compan 

Thirdly, the khans give a different meaning to the word in the Persian text, which 
in the English translation is rendered by “cultivated.” ‘They. assign the meaning 
“cultivable,” which, in my opinion, is entirely wrong, for had the sense “ cultivable 
been intended the Arabie word [| " * J would have been used, 

In justice to the Bakhtiaris, 1 consider the word “cultivated” should be held to 
tmean land which the Lurs are in the habit of regularly cultivating, or which may, nt 
the tim d by the company, he under cultivation, My reason for this is that 
among the tribes it is eustomary to cultivate any ono particular spot only every alternate 
year, allowing it to lie fallow in the interiin, 


_ The above are the three points on which I bey to request: His Majesty's Legation's 
views, 

A point to which the khans held and still hold most tenaciously is that when the 
company have their operations all round the edge of a valley tho middle of which is 
unoceupied, the tribes cannot come and eamp in sucha place, being right in the centre of 
the company’s work in the interests of peace and quiet between the Il (tribesmen) and 
the company and for their mutual comfort, the khang m that they cannot allow 
the Tl to camp there, and that the company should take up and pay for such places, 
The extent of these central bits is, in my mind, the main factor in the question, but in 
fases where such areas of land are comparatively small, I mst say T agree with the 

hans, 


7 It is highly undesirable for the Il to be camping down right in the very heart of 
the‘company’s works and should they do so it will certainly lead to trouble with then. 


* Arabic not od, 
[1738] ee YX 
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I would strongly recommend the company to take up land en bloc, and in sufficient 
muantity to give them proprietary rights over all land which may be situated within 
the outer boundary of their works, I know that my predecessor Captain Lorimer 
held exactly similar views on the subject and for similar reasons. 

‘The following table shows the tribal-subsections who were in the habit of 
inhabiting the ground occupied by the oil works or who are in the vicinjty thereof, their 
taxes, &e, 


1 | 
| | 
al ie . Se | rat. 








Grazing Taxes 


Sub-seotion. Lali: es. per Annum, 


Possession, 





Babraat 4] From No. 2 wel 80 Khest = | Por khest, 20 krans 
{00 jareots | cash, 20. maunds 
(wheat or tarley 
‘small quantity 
‘of straw), 


Sloheni 4] including} 50 khest =} Ax above 
1,000 jareebs 





Another question intimately connected with the oil-felds is that of the Bakhtiari 
guards, In Messrs, Lloyd Scott's letter, dated the 18th December, 1909, to Messrs. the 
Anglo-Porsinn Oil Company it is mentioned that Mr. Reynolds * put through.” the supple- 
mentary agreement regarding the guards, It is true that he did the finishing up, but 
tho orignal spade work of the whole question wag done by Captain Larimer in June 
1907. When thrashing out the question with the Sardar Mubtasham Captain Lorimer 
laid stress on the point that the chief’ of guards should be an influential man of good 
standing, if not one of the minor chiefs themselves, and that this man should get a 
sulary of about 500/, per annum, 

Tn March 1909, when the Sardar Muhtasham used his influence to get this supple- 
mentary agreement “pat through” was the direct outcome of Captain Lorimer's efforts 
of two yeats previous, 

With rogard to this chief of guards, Tam of opinion that the present guard will 
not bo satisfictory till a really influential man is appointed as chief of guards ony 
special salary as proposed by Captain Lorimer, and 1 would. strongly reeommend the 
company in their own interests to give this matter their careful consideration, T have 
already mentioned the subject to Messrs, Lloyd, Seott, and Co., Mohammerah, in my 
‘No. 12, dated the 7th January, 1910, at the time of the guard troubles. It will be 
noted that the company have’ the right to such chief of guards under article 4 of the 
D'Arey agreement, 

Thave, &e, 
J. RANKING, Lieutenant, 1.A. 


Enclosure 2in No. 69. 
Bi) 


Memorandum communicated to Lutf Ali Khan and Yusuf Khan, at Maidan-ba- 
‘Naphtun, by Mr, Reynolds Géneral Fields Manager), on Mareh 17, 1910. 


(Translation, 
‘After compliments.) 


T HAVE to inform you that as the result of our discussion it is thus arranged, 
viz, that T pay as an earnest at Ram Hormuz the sum of 2,500, for the lands needed 
dy the oil company, for the laying of their pipes and other work. ‘This will be done as 
son as possible after my return to Nasir. On arrival at Nasiri, I will wire home 
regarding the settlement of compensation for these lands. 
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Iwill arrange to come and meet you at any place you name within thirty to 
*hiry Biv daya sta thi date. 

tis settled that (before that) the company’s work should not be stopped in 
-any way. 

7 the price of the cultivated lands is 30 tomans per jareeb and 5 tomans for 

uncultivated lands as you have said, 

Tf in a month's time this matter be not settled, you are allowed to stop work. 

GEO. B, REYNOLDS. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 69. 
(1) 


Note communicated to Mr, Reynolds, March 17, 1910. 
(Translation. 

TT is settled that the sum of 2,5001, be paid at Ram Hormnz as a deposit or 
‘earnest-money. 

2, We have leased the Bakhtiari lands —Karai, Rabdar, and Baitwand—for laying 
pipes and the passing of the carts and other work connected with the oil works which 
will be needed by the company. 

3. In one month or thirty-five days time the general fields manager of the oil 
company has to come where we are encamped, and he has to settle about the price of 
lands required by him as mentioned in paragraph 2, 

“4. If the general fields manager does not come within the period stated above, the 
Bakhtiari tribes are allowed to stop the work of the company. 

5. The price is settled that tho cultivated lands will’ be charged 30 tomans per 
jareob and 5 tomans for uncultivated grounds. 


In settlement both sides have to arrange the second meeting 
LUTF ALI KHAN, 
YUSUF KHAN, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 


(D.) 


Mr. Reynolds to'Amirs Mofakham and Mujahid, 
March 16, 1910, 

T VERY much regret that, hay’ gem e time back’ to go to 
Ahwaz on business by steam-ship “ Shushan,” leaving Dar uch on Friday, that 
T must leave to-morrow with the object of your visit, the question of compensation for 
lands, as yet unsettled. 

‘You will please recognise that I simply represent the company, and that T cannot 
zo beyond the compensation I offered you without consultation with them, which I will 
Eo by wire from Nasir, 

Tn the course of our conversation on the subject I gathered that if the cultivated 
Jands we ooeupy be measured you wish the company to pay 15 tomans per jareeb of 
1,000 square yards Persian, and if lump sum payment be the arrangement, you quote 
40,0001. as your price. 

I further understand that any Ca damaged should be paid for at the following 
rates per jareeb: wheat, 8 tomans, and in the same proportion barley at 2 tomans, the 
former bemg the rate at which your vakil stipulated we should pay for wheat erop 
damaged near the Tenbi River. 

T further understand that because we have not come to terms, you propose to stop 
all work we are dé but this I must ask you to reconsider, as I must beg of you 
time to put myself in communication with my directors in London, to ask them what, 
arrangement of those mentioned above they would prefer. 

have worked in contact with some members of your families for the last six years 
T suppose, and do not let any hasty act, such as you suggest, break our friendship. 
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Enclosure 5 i . 69. 


1) 


Lut Ali Khan and Yusuf Khan to Mr. Reynolds. 
(oes) 
After compliments 5 Rabbi-ul-Awal, 1328. 
YOUR esteemed letter to hand and its contents understood 
We came here be 
you invited us, that 
id their 
During the 


arrangement for their (tribe) 
e taken no speedy action, 

h regard to the price of land, when Sheikh Muhamed Hussein came to you he 
stated the price per jarech as 50 tomans, but you fixed 30 tomans, in accordance with 
the amount of prodiice at 10 per cent., although in effect the land is worth more than 

Furthor, you atid. nothing whatever regard ng grazing ground, although 
ble to the Tlyat to cultivated land.” We, throngh our friendly 
ow that you are procras- 


Enclosure 6 in No, 69, 


(FL) 


translation of an Agreement between Mr. G. B, Lloyd, on behalf of the Anglo- 


Persian Oil Company (Limited), on the one hand, and the Amirs Muf 
Mujahid on the other, on behalf of the signatories to the D'Arcy Agreement. 


curacy of this translation is not guaranteed.) 


An agreement’ wil rd to land at and other places, &e., 
between Mr tof the. com) ig oil in the Bakhtiari country 
and tl , who are empowered to act for the 
uted Salkhi, Rabbiey April, 1910). 
Tt is ngreod that ¢ ‘an Oil Company shall pay on a 
5,0004 to the above-mentioned chiefs on account of the lands at the oilet 
coming Burj of Hoot 1 
at the above-mentioned tine His 
the agent of the ofl compari : i fresh the ques- 
tion of the price of land, & ettlement of the question and draw up an 
agreement. 
Moreover, as before, the oil company hag entire Hight to Lore well, build 
&e,, in any place in the Bakhtin 
of Aquili, or others, ha 


d sum, should a sum greater than this 
be due to the khans on settlement, the company will pay cash down ; if, however, it 
should so happen that « lesser sum is due to the Khans, they will repay any surplus, 

‘This short agreement has been written by way of aide-ménoire, dated the 9th 
April, 1910. 
‘Dhis agreement is correct 
LUTF ALI. 
YUSUF. 
‘Tho above is correct, 
J. G, Lioyp, 
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(25137) No. 70. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 12.) 


St, Petersburgh, July 9, 1910, 

ON the receipt of your despatch No. 159. of the 27th May last, I presented td 
M, Isvolsky an aidemémoire giving the main lines of the arrangement by which a 
British company proposed to acquire the rights of acertain Baron de Luzsensky to 
exploit a timber district on the southern shore of tho Caspian Sea in Persian territory, 
and I asked his Excellency to inform me whether the Russian Goverament would have 
any objections to offer to the project, i 

I have now the honour to transmit, herewith a copy of the aide-mémoire which 
MM. Isvolsky has sent me in reply stating that, as the transaction is purely private and 
commercial, his Government sees no objection to its realisation, 

Thaye, &, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Enclosure in No, 70. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Mr. O'Beirne by M. Iovolaky. 


LE Gouvernement Impérial n’a pas manqué de prendre des renseignements au 
sujet de In concession du Baron Luzsensky, dont il est fait mention dans Paide-mémoiro 
de l’Ambaseade britannique en date du 18’ mai, année courante, ; 

1 appert des informations parvennesan Ministre Impérial des Affaires Ktrangroa 
que ledit personnage jouit du droit d'abattre un million de chénes dans les fordts 
appartenant & un sujet rnsse dans les provinces de Mazanderan ot de 'Touno-kaboun, 

‘ule caractéro entidrement privé ot commercial do la transaction entre Io Baron 
Luzsensky ot In compagnie anglaise en question, le Gouvernement Impérial ne voit pas 
obstacles ii la réalisation de cot arrangement, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 25 juin (8 juillet), 1910. 





[25197] No, 71. 
India Office to Foreign Osfice.—(Received July 12.) 


Sir, India Office, July 11, 1910, 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose copy of a telogram 
from the V y ng the dispatch of twenty- men to Mohammerah in relief 


R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 71. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraphic) P. July 7, 1910. 
NINETEEN lancers, with five sowars and ono dafadar, sail on tho Sth instant 
from Karachi, as relief of escort at Tabreez, reaching Mohammerah about. the 
19th instant, "We should be glad if His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran could be asked 
to send information as to route to be followed on onward joumoy to His Majesty's 
consul at Mohammerah. We will communicate later details of arms. 
(Repeated to Resident, Bushire.) 





1738) 
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[25244] No. 72. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received July 12.) 
(ie 283.) a ‘ 


(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 12, 1910. 
LEASE refer to my telegram No, 279 of the Sth July. 
Cabinet has resigned. 
Tt has not yet been determined who will form the new Government, but Nationalist 
party will probably be predominant in it. 
—————————_———————————— 


[24672] No. 73, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No. 212.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


HORMUZ oxide, 4 

T concur in the view expressed in your telegram No. 278 of the Sth instant that 
it would he better for the present. to (postpone action, if, as now seems likely, the 
contract is not concluded, and if warning might delay its signature. 


Foreign Ofice, July 12, 1910. 





(24776) No. 74, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


P, Foreign Office, July 12, 1910. 
for Anglo-Persian Oil Company on Karun. Please see last paragraph 
of your despatch No, 99 of tho 13th June. . F 
A complaint has reached us from the company that, owing to the attitude of the 
Persian Clovernment, the new barges which have just arrived cannot be put into use. 
As tho old barges, which were hired from Muin-utPujjar in place of those withdrawn 
by him, according to agreement, since the 16th June, are insuiicient for transport 
Foquirements, the staff is to a great extent tunable to| work, and the operations are 
impeded. 
You shold make daraibloropreromtaiooa vo the Porsien Govaranien urging them 
to grant the company permission and facilities to work the concession which has beon 
granted them. 


[25197] No. 75. 


Sir award Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Telegraph ) P. 
‘legraphic) _P. 
RELIEF of Tabreer escort 
‘Twenty-five men left Kurrachee on the Sth, and should arrive at Mohammerah 
about 19th instant, 
India Ofce have asked that you might talograph route men are to follow on 
onward journey to His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, 


Foreign Office, July 12, 1910. 





(25363) No. 76. 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office. {Received July 13.) 


28, Oxford Street, Manchester, July 12, 1910. 
ein receipt of your letter of the Sth July, and desire to tender to His 
Majesty's Government onr thanks for the full and careful explanation of the present 
Position of the Hormuz oxide concession, and for the assurance that the fullest measure 
of diplomatic support which His Majesty’s Government can properly afford will be 
given in maintaining tho rights of British intorests in this matter. 
We shall probably, after consultation with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., come 
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‘back upon the matter, requesting you to take certain steps in the interests of those 
concerned. 
We take the liberty of handing you enclosed letter to Mr. Norman, and in case he 


is not in town perhaps someone else will Kindly deal with the matters therein 
referred to. 


Meanwhile we remain, &c. 
ELLINGER anp Co, 


Enclosure in No, 76, 


Mr. M. Ellinger to Mr, Norman. 


Dear’ Mr. Norman, 28, Osrford Street, Manchester, July 12, 1910. 

_ MY firm has duly received the letter, dated the 8th July, from tho Foreign Office, 
which you promised me at my recent interview, and I must thank you for seeing’ that 
the matter was promptly dealt with. 

Yoit will remember that Texplained to you that I was desirous of sonding this 
letter, together with your letter of the 2st May and our letter to you of the 24thslune, 
to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. and the Muin, and I understand that Iam at liberty 
to do this. 

tis stated in the loiter of the 8th July that the Muin entirely declined to permit 
Abbas Kuli Khan to take a copy of the firman of 1904, which he showed. to the latter, 
but the legation have a copy of this firman, and sent us a copy of it, and I presume, in 
view of the statement contained in your letter, this was not obtained from the Muin, 

Further, in the concluding paragraph of your letter the Foreign Office say that 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. may rest assured of the fullest measure of diplomatic. 
Support which His Majesty's Government can properly afford them, I take it that the 
same measure of support will be accorded to my firm also in respect of our claims in 
this matter. 

Thave sent on copies of the correspondence to Messrs. Androw Weir and Co. and 
T wait to hear from you before sending this to the Muin, as I want to be quite ‘clear 
that the Foreign Office will consent. 

Tam, &. 


M. BLLINGER, 





[25380] 
(Received July 13.) 


4 

raphic.) R. Teleran, July 13, 1910, 

YOUR telegram No. 211. 

Persian law on the points raised is exceedingly vaguo, and it is impossible to make 

statement on points raised. 

s regards the first point, I think that the Persian Government would probably 
aise difficulties unloss the ventlon’s rights in tho laud havo beon formally recogaised 
by them, 

2. (A.) Turkish Embassy asserts that their rights are uncontested, but I am nob 
sure that the Persian Government would admit this. It is genorally recognised that 
foreigners cannot own land, but many Russian and somo British Indian subjects do 0, 
(B.) Yes. 

8. I know nothing of vendor's status. 

Without seeing the title-deeds it is impossible to say whether he is the owner of 
the land or not. 

Turkish Embassy know nothing of him; in their register ho is described as 
commission agent. 

4. British company could not own land except under concession. Under clause 2 
preliminary contract vendor undertakes to arrange for tramways, &. 

Tt would have to obtain permission of the Persian Government. He should be 
asked to show proofs of his ability to carry out this undertaking, and also those in 
clauses 12,13, and 14. Unless the yendor obtains from the Persian Government 
recognition of the preliminary contract, think that the only safe way for a British. 





88 


7m} too] fe would be to obtain a concession from the Persian Government, 
aa atey, Ce etd eetie wes purchase private rights, and which, Shahi 

ward against arbitrary prohibition of the export of timber (see Tehran despatch 
No. 3) Gammneraat). 





[25384] No. 78. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 

(No. 285.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. é Gulahek, July 13, 1910. 

THAVE received an application for leave from His Majesty's consul at Tabroez 
in consequence of the serious illness of his mother. Ho suggests that Charles Stevens 
should be left in charge of the consulate. I think application might be granted, unless 
it is intended that the commission to examine state of Urmi regions should met 
shortly. 





[25385] No. 79. 


a Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 
No, 286.) 
(elographic,) P. 

OLL company’s barges. 

With reference to your telegram No, 213 of the 12th July. 

His Majesty's vice-consul at Mohammerah reported similarly, and added that he 
had advised the company to use their own barges, since he anticipated no objection 
from the local authorities. have approved his advice, having warned the Persian 
Goverment verbally that the ofl company would take’ this step if no satisfactory 
arrangement were made with Moin 
Gover igcontauee with iustructions, [ have now renewed representations to Persian 

dove nent. 


Gulahek, July 13, 1910. 





(25386) No. 80. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 
(No, 287.) 
(Velographic,.) P. Gulahek, July 13, 1910, 

RELIEF of legation and consular escorts. 

With reference to your telegram No. 214 of the 12th July, I have the honour to 
point out that the Tehran escort numbers ten, the ‘Tabreez escort six. Please enquire 
of the India Office for what consulate the further nine men aro intended. Only seven 
men are required for Kermanshah escort, which is due also to be relieved in September 
next, 





[25380] No. 81. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
Foreign Office, July 13, 1910. 


No, 215.) 

Telegraphic.) P. 
JUZSENSZKY contract. 

Can zo offer any observations on point G in letter of the 19th May? (See your 
0. 


telegram No. 284 of to-day.) 





[25384] No. 82. 


Rdward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No, 216.) 
(Delegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1910. 
SEO EEOSIAN frontier : Urumia Commission (see your telegram No. of 
to-day’ 
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‘There is no prospect of immediate meeting of commission, and no reply to the 
proposal has yet been received from the Porto; so that application of His Majesty's 
consul-general at Tabreez may be granted, and I approve arrangement as to acting 
consul-general in his absence. 





[23838] No. 83. 


Sir Edveard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 117.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 13, 1910. 

THAVE received your despatch No, 100 of the 14th ultimo, in which you suggest 
that His Majesty's Government. may content themselves with awaiting further 
developments in regard to the alleged lease to a Russian subject of lands on tho 
Karun, at all events until there is some more definite indication that British interests 
are threatened by the transaction. 

Thave to inform you, in reply, that T concur in your suggestion, 

Tam, &e. 
©, GREY, 





(24654) No, 84. 


Foreign Office to Messrs. M. Samuel and Co, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 13, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the reeeipt of your * 
letter of the 7th instant relative to the question of rendering financial assistance to 
the Persian Government. 

Tam to inform you in reply that the situation in Persia has changed since tho 
date of the letter from this Office to which you rofer, and that there now appears to 
be less likelihood than there was a short time ago that tho Persian Government will 
again apply to His Majesty's and the Russian Governments for an advance of 
money. 

in these circumstances His Majesty's Government would not oppose any scheme 
for a loan to the Persian Government hy a British group of sound standing, provided 
that the conditions of the transaction were such as could be approved by them and by 
the Russian Government. 

Tam, &. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(23827) No. 85. 
Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Porsian Oil Company. 


Sir, Roreign Office, July 18, 1910, 

WITH reference to Mr. Mallet’s lottor of the 11th April last relative to the desire 
of your company to place a launch and barges on the Upper Karun, I am directd by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a despatch from His 
Majesty’s chargé d'affaires at Tehran, reporting that the Porsion Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has addressed to him a note declining absolutely to comply with this wish, 

Mr. Marling adds that he is making a strong remonstrance to tho Persian 
Government on the subject. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


———————————— 


2A 
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[24829] No. 86. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Lawrance, Webster, Messer, and Nicholls. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 13, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th May and sifbsequent correspondence, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that the Russian Government 
have intimated that they lave no objection to the proposed transaction on the part ot 
your clients with regard to the purchase of growing timber on the southern coast 
of the Caspian Sea. 

Sir E, Groy has accordingly instructed His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at Tehran, 
by telegraph, to report on the points enumerated in your lotter of the 19th May, and, 
in view of the concluding paragraph of that. letter, he has requested a telegraphic 
reply, the cost of which will be notified to you in due course, in order that the amount 
expended may be remitted to the Chief Clerk of this Office. fT 

am, 
W. LANGLEY. 





(25455) No. 87. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Poreign Office—(Received July 14.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Strect, London, 
July 13, 1910. 
1 BEG to acknowledge receipt of your lettor of the dth instant, addressed to the 
rman, advising that a copy of my letter of the Ist instant will be forwarded to 
Mr, Marling, to whom dissretion will be givon to act as he thinks best in regard to the 
matter doalt with the : 
‘The company’s agents in Persia, under later date, write as follows :— 


“We cannot make out where Mr. Marling got his information that the action of 
Khtiati guards in canp had caused the company to shut down operations. ‘The 
id to have emanated from Mohan rah and fron of the company’s 
, but all our enquiries have failed to elicit any possibl ‘Can you find out 
and lot us know what was the source of Mr, Marling’s information? We shall be very 
glad if you can, because we suspect certain busybodios hereabouts.' 
And perhaps it might be well to pass on to Mr. Marling a copy of this also, if not 
troubling you too much. 
Thave, &e. 
©. GR 
Managing Director, 





(25508) No. 88. 


Ab. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 14.) 
(No, 288.) 
(Melegraphic.) R. 

YOUR telegram No, 215. 

1 consider that there should be no difficulty to be feared from inhabitants if 
‘concession were obtained from Persian Government in a regular manner, 

‘They are, moreover, used to timber-0 operations. 


Tehran, July 14, 1910. 





(25563) No. 89. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Louther. 
(No. 174,) 
(Telegraphic.) 2, Foreign Ofice, July 14, 1910. 
» A SUGGESTION has been made by M. Isvolsky that two Powors make repre- 
sentations to the Porte to stop persecution of Christians by Turkish Kurds in Uramia 
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district of Persia, and that, in view of her special position as regards Roman Catholics 
in the East, France should be asked to join. ‘The representations would not include 
any protest against presence of Turkish troops in the district, I have concurred in 
this proposal, and you should concert with the Russian Ambassador as to carrying 
it out. 





[23827] No. 90, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 18) 
Sir, Boreign Office, July 14, 1910. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 99 of the 13th ultimo, respecting certain 
questions at issue between the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and the Persian Govern- 
ment. 

With regard to the first two paragraphs of your despatch, I approve your action in 
insiatng on the importation duty tree ato Borsa ot other requisites for the use of the 
company’s staff there, and T consider that such articles have a élaim to be admitted free 
of customs duty under the terms of the company’s concession, and irrespective of the 
course adopted by the Persian Government in tho ease of the Russian Rond Company. 

As regards the other articles for which free admission is claimed, as roported: in 
Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 2 of the 1th January, T have to request you to ascertain 
and report what is the practico in the case of similar articles imported by the Russian 
Rond Company. If such articles are admitted freo in that case, you should claim equal 
privileges for the Auglo-Persian Oil Company, but I do not consider that, in itself, tho 
language of article 7 of the concession can’ be made to bear tho extremely wide 
interpretation placed upon it by the oil company, so that, if the road company doos 
not enjoy the privilege in question, I should not feel justified in claiming it for the oll 


Barelay that a list of articles which have been provisionally 
admitted freo, but on which duty is claimed, will be communicated in duo course to His 
Majesty's Legation by the Persian Government with a demand for payment, Should it 
appear that the Russian Road Con froe admission for all tho arti 
in respect of which such a claim the oil company, it would be well to allow 
the question to rest until this list is ed, and then to forward it to this department, 
in order that it may be nd! a decision. reached as ich aro the 
articles in respect of which His Majesty's Government could insist tipon free 
importation. 

Tam, &e. 


E. GREY, 





(25647) No. 91. 


Tullia Ofiee to Foreign O.fice.—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, India Ofice, July 14, 1910. 
T AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for India to. acknowledge tho receipt of 


x letter of the 7th July regarding the expulsion by the Sheikh of Bahrein of an 
jectionable Persian merchant. 


In reply, Lam to say that Viscount Morley sees no objection to tho course proposed, 
Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 





(25600) No. 92. 
Messrs, M. Samuel and Co. to Foreign Ofice.--(Reevived July 15.) 


Shell House, 104 and 105, Bishopsgate Street, 
London, July 14, 1910, 
your favour of the 13th July, which you have caused to be 
ing the question of negotiating a loan with the Persian Government, 
uation in Persia has changed since our last correspondence on tl 
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subject, and that now His Majesty's Government would be prepared, under certain 
conditions, to sanction a scheme for a loan to the Government mentioned. 
‘We remain, &o. 
‘M. SAMUEL axp Co. 





[25607] No. 93. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 217.) 
{eiegenpie) P. Foreign Ofice, July 15, 1910. 

QUESTION jis being asked in Parliament concerning alleged bombardment and 
destruction of a Persian village on Caspian Sea by a Russian warship. Please report 
any information you may have. 


Se 


(24762) No. 94. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
9.) 
eee f Foreign Ofiee, July 15, 1910. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 68 of the 9th May on the subject of the 
attack on Mr Bill, I transmit’ to you herewith, for your information, copy of 
correspondence between this department and the India office on the subject.” 

T request that you will take the action suggested by Mr. Bill as regards the 
bestowal of a suitable reward on the Vakilbashi and the Persian Cossacks who 
ccompanied him, if you see no objection to such a course and have not already taken 
tho necessary, atops to, attain this object: 

Tam, &c. 
. GREY. 





(25756) No. 95. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Recoived July 16.) 
(Helegraphic,) Hn clair, Tehran, July 


SEYYID ABDULLAH MUITEHED was sinated last night. This may 
prolong Cabinet crisis, 





(25647) No. 06. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No, 219.) J = 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, July 16, 1910. 
BAHREIN, . 
Action proposed in your telegram No. 274 of the 3rd July approved. 





[25386] No. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 16, 1910, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 11th instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir H, Grey to transmit t0 you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, the 
accompanying copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s chargé d'affaires at Tehran,t 
respecting the contingent of consular guards due to arrive at Mohammerah on the 
19th instant, ; 
Tt will be observed that Mr. Marling enquires as to the destination of nine of the 


* To India Ofico, June 16; Tudia Ofico, Jay 8, 1910. t No. 80. 
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men included in this contingent, since the Kermanshah esoort, also due to be relieved 
in September, numbers only seven. 
Lam to request that Sir E. Grey may be furnished with the information necessary 
to enable him to reply to Mr. Marling’s enquiries. 
Tam, &c. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(23821) No. 98. 
Foreign Offiee to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you 
herewith, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran, relative to 
the manner in which Mr. Bill acted while in charge of His Majesty's consulato at 
Shiraz, and to inform you that Sir G. Barelay, to whom this paper has beon shown, 

irely concurs in the favourable opinion. of that officer's conduct expressed by His 
's consul-general at Bushire in his letter to the Government. of India. 
am to express Sir Edward Grey's desire that an expression of his appreciation of 
vices at Shiraz may be conveyed to that gentleman, should Viscount 
Morley see no objection to such a course, 
Tam, &, 
W. LANGLEY. 





[25764] No. 99. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdtoard Grey—(Received July 17.) 


Tehran, July 17, 1910. 
of 27th June, 





(25765) No, 100. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 291.) 
(elegraphic.) TR. 

YOUR telegram No. 217 of 15th July, 

Russian Minister informed me as follows: About three weeks ago a Cossack of 
Astrabad consular guard was killed and another dangerously wounded by Mullah in 
connection with some trouble over Russian fisheries at Gumushtepe. Murderer and 
ost of the villagers escaped. Gun-boat was sent from Ashurada, and on arrival fired 
three shots as warning. Murderer eventually surrendered to Russian frontier post, 
saying that he preferred to be tried by Russians rather than by Porsiana. He will ‘be 
tviod in Russia, and will probably not bo executed, ut indemnity will bo exacted from 
villagers. 

Incident caused no excitement here, and may be considered closed. 


Tehran, July 17, 1910, 





[25997] No. 101. 


Consul-General Coz: to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 18.) 


(No. 3.) 
Sir, Bushive, June 26, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour, in order to save time, to forward to you direct copies and 
translations of the Sheikh of Mohammerah’s territorial firmans, together with a copy 
0738) 2B 
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of my despatch of to-day’s date to His Majesty's chargé d'affaires, Tehran, giving cover: 
to those forwarded to him. 
(have, &, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, ée. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 101, 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 187.) 

(Telegraphic, Bushire, June 23, 1910. 
SHEIKH KHAZATL has now recovered his farmans and has shown them to 

Wilson, and has sent me copies. ‘They are most favourable and entirely bear out his 

description of them. A copy of his agreement with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 

has now been posted by him to the Minister of the Interior, together with copies of 

these firmans, as the agreement is based on the latten, 


(Addressed to Tehran with reference to legation telegram No, 96, dated the 29th 
April, 1910, and previous correspondence, repeated to Foreign with reference to Bushire 
telegram No, 420, dated the 90th April.) 


Enclosure 2 in No, 101. 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 42, Confidential 


Bushire, June 26, 1910. 
IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my telegram No. 187, dated 
the 28rd June, 1910, I have the honour to forward for_ your information copies, with 
translations, of the farmans conferred on the Sheikh of Mohammerah by His Majesty 
Mosalfar-ed-Din Shah in respect of the lands now occupied by himself and his 
tribesmer 

‘The papers submitted consist of the following :— 


1, Farman dated Shawal, 1820 (January 1903), for territory at Mohammerah, 
Jazirat-ul-Khazra (Abadan Island), Bahmanshir, and Karun. 

2, Instructions to His Highness Salar-ed-Dowleh to give effect and recognition to 
1, Shawal, 1820 (January 1908), 

3. Farman dated Shawal, 1320 (January 1908), for lands at Hindyan and 
Dehmulla. 

4, Instructions to His Royal Highness Salar-ed-Dowleh to recognise and give 
effect to 8. 


You will, I think, agree with me in thinking that the terms of the farmans are 
very oxplicit and satisfactory, and bear out the description of them given us verbally 
by Sheikh Khazal. ‘Tho word translated “usual” in the expression “usual annual 
revenue” wherever it occurs is “ma'mooli,” ‘This, T submit, means “established by 
usage of the past up to now,” and could not mean “ which may be established by the 
usage of the future,” ‘The Sheikh claims the words to mean that his revenue assess 
ment can nover be increased ; and he appears to be justified in the contention, 
Tam sending copies and translations of the farnians and of this letter simultaneously 
to His Majesty's Foreign Office and the Goverment of India for information. 
Thave, &. 
P, Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, de. 
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J Enclosure 3 in No. 101. 


Farman, dated Shawal, 1320 (January 1903), for Territory at Mohammerah, 
Jaziratal-Khazra (Abadan Island), Bahmanshir, and Karun. 


THAT as regards the Government lands at Mohammerah, Jazirat-ul-Khazra, 
Bahmanshir and Karun, where the Arabs and the tribes and tribesmen of his Excel 
lency Sheikh Khazal Khan Moez-es-Sultaneh Sardar-i-Arfaa, have from the time of 
their forefathers and grandfathers up to now, grown date-palms and trees, and con- 
ected builiiogeiatel (ca Urey) ave umediccim Vomieere wand aniel eeeacaa 
reviving and causing the said lands and localities to flourish, and left no means unused 
in performing the services of the Government—which may endure for ever—therefore, 
in order to bestow kingly and royal favours, we have, in this auspicious year 
Pars Eel, left: and granted all the said localities and lands as perpetual property to the 
Barc eAS fan aid a Avali/anertea, ote iby day. uy LE High Coren ane 
very year tHe ugual anubal sevenuo, and the prosan’land {tare goverrias Of AdHistan 
will have no right to demand a single cent in addition to the usual annual revenue, 
And we also leave and grantto the Sardar-i-Arfia himself all the lands which are barren 
and without date-palms and trees up to now, as perpetual property, so that he may 
ive them to hi tbo aul tjbeamets who slic gratr(dat@-palng analtrou (Gerson): 
nd do the needful towards rendering the place populous ; and the Highest Government 
will have no right to take possession of, and to interfere with, those properties, Should 
any of the said lands be ever required for the Government, they should pay reasonable 
price to the Sardar-i-Arfaa, and then take possession thereof, In like manner the 
Sardar-i-Arfaa with the Arabs of his tribe and tribesmen, have no right to sell or 
transfer their properties, trees, date-palms, and lands to foreign subjects. ‘They should 
occupy themselves with the utmost zeal in causing the places to flourish, and are 
permitted and empowered to exercise in the said lands and properties the possessory 
ights of ownership of every kind, 
It is hereby ordered that the respected Mostowfis (Government secretaries) should 
register and record a copy of this august Farman, and consider it their duty to do so, 


Dated the month of Shavval Pars Eel, 1320 (January 1903). 


(Seal of Mozaffar-ed-Din Shab.) 
Seals on the reverse : 
Aranee--Azam, 
Musum-rp-Downen, 
Vaan-t-DarTar, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 101. 


Instructions to His Highness Salar-ed-Dowleh respecting Rarman for Territory at 
Mohammerah, Jazirut-al-Khazra (Abadan Island), Balimanshir, and Karun, 


Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
IN accordance with the Royal Farman which you will have the honour to peruse, 
the Government lands at Mohainmerah, Jazirat-ul-Khazra, Bahmanshin, and. Karun, on 
which, ftom ancient times up to now, the Arabs and the tribe and the tribesmen of 
heikh Khazal Khan Moez-es-Sultaneh Sardar-i-Arfan have grown date-pclms and 
trees, and constructed buildings, and which they have first caused to flourish, have 
wen eft and granted to him by us as perpetual property in this auspicious year 
so that he may pay every year the usutl anual revenue of those plaea tothe 
governors of Arabistan neitiont @ single additional cent, and he is permitted and 
eto dispose of those hnnds and localities tho possssory rights of ownership of 
ind. 

You, my noble son, should give effect to the purport and sense of the Royal 
farman and of this august autograph. The Sardar i-Arfaa should remain at ease and 
engage himself in rendering services by performing State affairs and guarding the 
territory. 

. Dated the month of Shawal, 1320. 
(Royal Seal) 

Seal on the reverse: (Seal of Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah.) 
Aranro-a-Azaxt. 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 101. 
Farman, dated Shaical, 1320 (January 1903) for Lands at Hindyan and Dehmulla. 


‘THAT whereas the benignant and Royal attention is always directed and set upon 
the tranquillity of the towns, the case of the people and the enhancement of improve- 
ment and ageisulture, therefore in view of the good services of His Excellency Sheikh 
Khaval Khan Moez-es-Sultaneh Sardar-i-Arfaa, and of his forefathers and grandfathers, 
which are always under the Royal consideration and (of the fact that) he has always 
delighted and pleased the Royal mind by his good services and complete straightforward- 
ness (and) in order to bestow kingly and Royal favours we have, in this auspicious 
year Pars Eel left and granted to hi perpetual property the whole of Hindyan 
‘ind Dehmulla which are a part of his jurisdiction, together with the lands on the East of 
Karun which are the place of his cultivation, so that he may with the utmost. hopeful- 
ness and extreme zeal busy hims igmenting the improvement of those two places, 
and only pay the usual annual revenue to the Highest Government, And the 
and the fubire gove f Arabistan will not have the right to demand a sing! 
in addition to the usu | revenue, and the Sardar-i-Arfaa also will not have the 
right to a ties to foreign subjects. He should, v 
e exerti rrecautions towards & 
jects more than before, and he is permitted 
the said localities the possessory rights of ownership of 
, ment will not have the right to take possession thereof, 
It is hereby ordered that the respected Mostowfis (Government secretai 
register and record a copy of the august Farman, and consider it their duty to do so. 


Dated the month of Shavval Pars Kel, 1320. 
(Seal of Mozaflar-ed-Din Shab.) 
Seals on tho revers 
Aranre AM. 
Vanin-- Darran. 
Musurr-up-Downs 


Enclosure 6 in No. 101, 


Tustructions to His Highiese Salar-ed-Dowleh to recognise and give effect to Farman, 
duted Shawat, 1320 (January 1903) for Lands at Hindyan and Dehmulla, 


Sulaned-Dowleh, 

. which are the proper 
| rt of Khazal Kh 

rpetual prope 5 

in accordance with a sep syal and ‘august autograph, 
may every year pay the usu those two places to the 
charge of the e1 lait present and future governors should not 
de ul from him a si e addition to the usual revenue, and should consider 
theso two places as his lawful property, act and proceed according to the sense of (this) 
august autograph, and ¢0 their duty to do so, 


Dated the mouth of Shawal Pars: 
(Royal 


Seal on the re (Geal of Mozaffar-ed-Din Shah.) 





[26069] No. 102. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
Gulahek, July 18, 1910. 


In continuation of my telegram No, 289 of the 16th July, have the honour to 
report that the murder was committed n's house, in presence of his son and of 
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four other persons, by four fedais. Tt is not expected that any attempt will be made 
to punish the murderers, as witnestes dare not identify them. 
Motives of the crime are said to be revenge for the denunciation pronounced 
by the mujteheds of Nejef recently against Taghi Zadeh, and very strong religious 
i n raised against the Nationalist party in yuence, The indignation 
of clergy finds an echo in the best public opinion; it is felt that the capital is bei 
ero feed by Ai foiate Ac ar opont pie aout’ evateccalby; baat inn Gea 
Gulahek and Zerguendeh is even talked of 
Nationalists may be obliged to take office, as the Sipahdar has refused to return 
except on his own terms;which would probably include dissolution of Medjliss. ‘The 
formation of a Cabinet, however, willbe mest difeule anid its teria of ofio ukaly #2 be 
rie. 
For the last two days bazaars have remained closed, but disorder is not feared at 
present. 


(26086) No, 103. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived July 18.) 
ie 293.) 


Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 18, 1910. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 281 of the 8th July, 
‘an increase of general insecurity on roads, and reports from Hamadan 
crious disorder in that town, Nothing has ben done by the Government, 
and nothing will be done unless they are forced by a sufficiently strong warning to 
transfer their energies from the pursuit’ of party intrigues to the restoration of order, 
and I submit that 1 may be authorised to make éommunication suggested in my despatch 
No. 114 of the 2nd July, which is due to reach London on the 18th July. 





(26087; No. 104. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received July 18.) 
Gulahek, July 18, 1910, 


(No, 294.) 
(Pelographic.) PB. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL of ‘Tabreez, 

Please refer to my telegram No. 260 of the 20th June. 

Mukliber-es-Sultaneh, Governor-General of Tabreoy, has not yet. been recalled by 
the Persi ent in accordance with the demand of the Russian Minister, 
There is now a, question of appointing him, Minister of the Interior and of hus 
complying with M. Poklewski’s demand. M. Poklewski has been instructed to inform 
the Persian Government that good relations would be prejudiced by such an appoint= 
ment, and he is about to convey this message to the Regent, 





{26101} No. 105. 

Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Kdveard Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
(No. 204.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, July 18, 1910. 

PERSIA: Oil syndicate loan. 

Your telegram No. 374 of 7th July. 

Thave received a memorandum from the Russian Government which argues that in 
the identic note of the two legations of 7th April it was stipulated that th conversion 
of the debts due to the Russian and British Banks should precede any loan made to 
the Persian Govoramont other than thoso which might bo made by Russian and British 
Governments; that British Bank has succeeded in converting its debts, but that 
Russian Bank has not yet done so. 

Russian Government believe that oil syndicate’s offer has not been eagerly 
received by the Persian Government, as other financiers are pretending that they can 
supply ame sums at 5 per cent. interest, which is manifestly impossible. 

1738) 
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Russian Government still maintain the condition laid down in the identic note, 
‘Dut have no desire to oppose discussions between the oil syndicate and the Persian 
Government as to an advance, and hope that they may be kept informed of the course 
of the negotiations. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





[25383] No. 106. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 


(No. 181. Confidential.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, July 18, 1910. 

HERR VON STUMM, lately Councillor of the German Embassy in London and 
now an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Berlin, paid recently a short visit to 
this country, 

Tn the course of his stay in London he arranged to call on Mr. Parker, of this Office, 
at his privat houso, and spoke to him of the relations between Great Britin and 

ermany. 

Horr von Stamm criticised with considerablo warmth the attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government towards the German Government, and, amongst many other expressions of 
dissatisfaction, complained of their delay in replying to the recent memorandum of the 
German Chancellor suggesting a method of settling the questions at issue between the 
two countries. 

In the light of a reperusal of my recent despatches on this subject, more especially 
of my despatch to your Excellency No. 148 of the 3st May and after reading your 
dgspatch No, 194, Confidential, of tho 3rd July containing an account of your recent 
interview with Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg, I feel that too much importance eed not 
‘be attached to Herr von Stumm’s complaint 

Only six weeks have elapsed since my interview with the German Ambassador 
hore, recorded in my despatch No. 148 of the 31st May, and in the circumstances there 
appears to me to be no pressing need for a reply, while the policy of not moving further 
till the Russian Government have given their long-promised answer respecting a 
Russo-German understanding with regard to Persian affairs offers certain advantages. 

‘As your Excellency is aware, His Majesty's Government are at this moment. in 
communication with the Russian Government for the settlement of the question 
whether the negotiations betweon the two Powers and Germany should be conducted 
jointly or only simultaneously. 

Tam, &e. 
B. GREY. 





(25508) No, 107. 


Foreign Oyice to Messrs. Lawrance, Webster, Messer, and Nicholls. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ofc, July 18, 1910, 


WITH reference to my letter of the 13th instant, I am directed’ by Secretary Sir 
E, Grey to inform you that a telegram, dated the 13th July, has now been received 
from His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran, containing ‘his observations on the 
several points raised in your letter of the 19th May on th subject of a contract for the 
purchase of growing timber on the southern coast of the Caspian Sea, 

Mr, Marling remarks that Persian law on certain of the points enumerated is 
exceedingly vague, and that it is impossible to make positive statements with regard 
to them, but, subject to this reservation, he reports as follows -— 

1, As regards the first point, Mr. Marling thinks that the Persian Government 
would probably raise difficulties to the acceptance of the contract in the form stated 
unless tho vendor's rights in the land had been formally recognised by them. 

2.—(a.) The Turkish Bmnbosey assert that the rights of @ Turkish subject to own 
land in Persia are uncontested; but Mr. Marling is not sure that the Persian Govern- 
ment would admit this, 

(@), hg answer isin th afimative 

. Mr, Marling knows nothing of the vendor's status ; the Turkish Embassy know 
nothing as to his position, except that he is described in their register as a commission, 
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agent. Mr. Marling adds that, without seeing the title-deeds, it is impossible to say 
‘whether or not he is the owner of the land. 

Mr. Marling states that a British company could not own Iand except by virtue of 
a coneession, unless the permission of the Persian Government were obtained in the 
form of their approval of the preliminary contract. It would be impossible for His 
Majesty's Government, in view of the terns of the Anglo-Russian agreement, to support 
an application for a concession in the Russian sphere, and, in. these circumstances, 
Sir E. Grey would advise your clients to insist on the vendor obtaining from the Persian 
Government recognition of the preliminary contract as the only safe alternative to a 
concession. 

‘As bearing more or less on this point, Mr. Marling suggests that the vendor should. 
‘be asked to furnish proofs of his ability to carry out the undertakings in olauses 11, 12, 
13, and 14, undertakings which might not meet with the approval of the Porsian 
Government. 

5. This point is dealt with in your letter of the Ist June, 

6, Mr. Marling does not consider that any difficulty is to be feared from the 
inhabitants if the contract is approved by the Persian Government, tho more so as the 
former are used to timber-cutting operations. 

Lam, &, 
W. LANGLEY, 





(25385) No, 108. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Poreign Office, July 18, 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 8th instant, respecting the difficulties which havo arisen in consequeneo of the 
refusal of the Poi ament to grant permission for your company’s barges to 
be placed on the river Karun, 

T am to inform you that on the receipt, of your letter, Sir T. Grey addressed a 
telegram to His Majesty’s chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran, setting forth tho circumstances 
which had arisen, and instracting him to urge the Persian Government to grant 
permission to your company as desired, as well as facilities for the execution of the 

ion granted by them, 

Mr, Marling has now reported that he had received simil 
His Majesty's vico-consul at Mohammerah who, moreover, anticipating no objection 
from the local authorities, had advised your agent to use the company’s own ba 
‘This advice had heen approved by Mr. Marling, who had already warned the P 

jovernment that this would be done if no satisfactory arrangement could be mado 
with Muin-ut-Tuj 

Mr. Marling adds that he has now renewed his representations to the Persian 
Government as instructed. 


W. LANGLEY. 


(26169) No. 109. 
India Ofico to Foreign Ofice—(Received July 19.) 


India Office, July 18, 1910, 

IN continuation of my letter of the Lith July, 1910, as to the dispatch of a 
detachment to Mobammerah in relief of the Tabroez escort, I am directed to enclose 
copy of a further telegram from the Viceroy, reporting that the men will probably 
eave Kurrachee on the 16th instant, Iam to request that His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran may be informed accordingly. 

With regard to the enquiry made in your letter reeoived to-day, T am to express 
regret that, owing to a misunderstanding of the Viceroy's telegram of the 7th July, y 
were incorrectly informed in my letter of the 11th July as to the strength of the 
relieving party. Tt would appear that the detachment consists of six men only, viz., 
one dafadar and five sowars, of the 19th Lancers, who have been sent to relieve the 
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escort at Tabreez, Lord Morley would be obliged if this could be explained to His: 


Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 109. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(elegraphic.) P. ; July 14, 1910. 
TABRERZ escort (see my telegram dated the 7th instant), 16th instant is the 
probable date onwhich relieving detachment willleave Kurrachee ; it has been delayed. 
Tshould be glad if His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, could be informed. 
(Repeated to resident, Persian Gulf.) 


{26286} No, 110. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 295.) 
(Welegraphic,) R. 

YOUR telegram No. 198 of 28th June. . : 

Communication respecting Valiahd was in the nature of a circular letter 
addressed by the Regent to all chiofs of State, and simply announced that Prince 
Mohammed “Hassan is heir-apparent. Persian vernment do not require answer, 
and none seems necessary, as constitution provides for succession to. throne. 

Letter addressed to King Edward should have arrived about the middle of May, 
Dut may have been mislaid. 

Shall I ask for copy ? 


Tehran, July 19, 1910. 





{26169} No. 111. 


Sir Hdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 220.) 5 
‘Pelograph : Foreign Office, July 19, 1910. 
TABRERZ 
Sco your telegram No, 287 of the 13th Jul 
Strength of det { sent to relieve escort is six men only, one dafadar and five 
sowars of the 19th who probably started from Kurrachee on the 16th instant. 
India Office say that’ mistake was due to misinterpretation of telegram from 
a 





(26838) No. 112. 
Count Bonekendorgf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 


Chesham House, Cheshian Place, London, 
Dear Sir Edward, July 19, 1910. 

‘THE telegram concerning which, under instruction of M. Isvolsky, I asked to-day 
your opinion has been addressed to him by M. Tcharykolf, It say 

“No pensoz-vous pas qu'il y aurait utilité dajouter & la communication projetée 
que la présence des troupes ‘turques dans certains villages sunnites du district 
POurmiah, tout on wayant, dlopris les déslarstions du Gouvernement. ture, quan 
caractdre purement provisoire, contribue & entretenir parmi les Kurdes locaux de 
Vinsnbordination aux autorités persanes, et qu’ume des mesures les plus aptes & mettre 
fin A Vétat de choses déplorables actueljserait le remplacement foreé de ces troupes 
turques par des troupes persanes aussit6t que celles-ci arriveront sur les liewx? 


Yours sincerely, 
BENCKENDORFF. 
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126346) No. 113, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20, 
(No. 207.) ae ree 


(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 20, 1910, 
SITUATION at Tehran, ee 
At my interview with M. Tsvolsky to-day his Excellency read to me several 
telegrams from M. Poklewski, Mf. Poklewski anticipated that a number of people were 
about to take bast at the British and Russian summer Legations, and that their demands 
would be as follows :— 


1. The arrest of the murderers of tle mujtehed Seyyid Abdullah. 

2. The expulsion of the foreign fedais. 

3. The establishment of a Senate, the dissolution of the Medjliss, and an order for 
new elections. 


M. Poklewski’s view was that the two legations might support these demands, 

AM. Isvolsky thinks that it should be left to the two representatives to decide what 
course should be followed with regard to the threatened bast, and he said that he saw 
no objection to their intimating that the three demands enumerated above had their 
support, I remarked that the two legations would be sailing very close to intervention 
in Persia’s internal affairs if they supported demand No. 8, while the same objection 
might perhaps be offered to supporting demand No.2. ‘To this M. Isvolsky replied 
that he would not insist on supporting the demands if you offered objections ee the 
nature which T had s ted, as he considered it essential for the two Governments to 
act together in perfect harmony. In his opinion, wide latitude should be left to the 
representatives on the spot, for the situation was changing from hour to hour, and it 
was difficult for those at a distance fo form any ji ent upon it, 

A did not allude in our conversation to the withdrawal of the Russian force from 
Kazvin, as the moment did not seem opportune for any reference to the matter, in view 
of the uncertainty of the situation at Tehran, 

___M. Poklewski gave M. Isvolsky to understand that a Cabinot of extreme nationalist 
views might be formed, and, M, Isvolsky was of opinion that tho formation of such a 
Cabinet should be discouraged by the two representatives. 





(26236) No. 114, 


: Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 221.) 
(elegraphio) Re Foreign Office, July 20, 1910, 
YOUR telegram No, 295 of 19th July: Recognition of the Valiahd, 
Latter not received. Please send copy. 





(25363) No, 115, 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Hllinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Poreign Ofice, July 20, 1910. 

1 AM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant, enclosing a private communication of the sume dato 
addressed to Mr. Norman. 


Tan to inform you in reply, that Sir Es Grey soos no objection to your Proposal 
oir 


to communicate the correspondence referred to in your letter to Messrs, Androw 
and Co, and to Muin-ut-Tujjar, but that he understands from the last paragraph of that 
letter that you have already acted on the suggestion so far as the formior are concerned, 
With regard to the statement contained in Foreign Oflice letter of tho 8th July, 
to which you refer, to the effect that Muin declined to perwit Abbas Kuli Khan to take 
a copy of the firman of 1904 and to the inference which you draw therefrom, that the 
copy of that document, at present in the possession of His Majesty's Logation at 
Tehran, was not obtained from Muin, Iam to explain that the. latter refused. to 
communicate a eopy to Abbas Kuli Khan when he showed him the paper in 1907, and 
that the copy at present in the legation, from which was mace the translation in ‘your 
Possession, was obtained from Muin, but only at the end of 1908, 
1738] 2D 
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Tam to express Sir B. Grey's regret that this point was not made clear in the 
letter referred to. 

With reference to the penultimate paragraph of your letter {o Mr; Norman, Tom 
to.state that your firm, equally with Messrs. Weir, will receive diplomatic support from 
His Majesty’s Government in your endeavours to recover such sums as you may 
have lost through the breach of the contract signed by you,.as Muin's agents, with 
Messrs. Weir, so long as these sums represent profits guaranteed to you by the terms 
of that contract, which, as you are aware, Sir E. Grey has never had the opportunity of 

using. - 
Polis Majesty's Goverament cow not, however, undertake to afford that support in 
respect of any claim which you might put forward without examination of its items, 
Dut would have to satisfy themselves that inclusion of each of these was justified, and 
the amount claimed not excessive. ‘This condition would, of course, apply equally to 
any claim put forward by Messrs, Weir. 
Tam, &. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(25456) No. 116. : 
Poreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 20, 1910. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of tho 13th instant respecting the alleged trouble caused at the company’s works in 
consequence of the conduct of the Bakhtiari guards, 

Tam to inform you that a copy of your letter will be sent to His Majesty's chargé 
affaires. at Tehran with instructions to report on the origin of the information in 
question, 5 
Tam, &. 

W. LANGLEY. 


(26353) No. 117. 


ieolaon to Sir Bdvward Grey.—(Reevived July 21.) 
(No. 316.) 
Sin, St, Petersburgh, July 18, 1910. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 374 of tho 7th July, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of an aide-mémoire from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of tho proposed loan to the Persian Government by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Thave, &. 
A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No, 117. 
Aide-mémoire. 


LE Gouvernement Impérial, ayant pesé les considérations exposées dans laide- 
mémoire de l’Ambassade britannique du 25 juin ($ juillet), année courante, se fait un 
devoir dattirer l'attention de lambassade sur ce qui suit :— 


insi quo Vambassade voudra hien se rappeler, il, avait été stipulé dans la note 
identique des deux Iégations au Ministro des Affaires trangdres a Téhéran en date du 
25 mars (7 avril), année courante, que la conversion des dettes du Gouvernement 
Porsau & a Banque dEscompto et dos Préts, ainsi quit ls Banque Impérialo de Perse, 

levait précéder tout emprant do Ia part dudit Gouvernement en dehors des 


Gouvernements russe et anglais. Le Gouvernement Impérial ne saurait se départir 
de cette condition, d’autant plus ave la conversion des engagements persans envers la 


Banque Impériale de Perse a été réglée depuis, tandis que la méme opération par 
rapport aux dlettes contractées & In Banque d’Escompte et des Préts reste en suspens, 
Aniquement par suite de Vinertio habituelle du Gouvernement persan et de son espoir, 
évidemment illusoire, d'obtenir Pargent nécessaire pour "amortissement, complet de ses 
dettes dla Russie ct A Angletorre. D'aprés Jes renseignements dont dispose le 
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Ministire Tmpérial, la société Anglo-Persian Oil aurait d6jA proposé de faire uno 
‘vance au Gouvernement persan, mais cette offre n’a pas rencontré un acoueil empressé, 
et cela non pas A cause de Ia question de la conversion des engagements envers la 
Banque russe, mais par suite de eertaines propositions de. quelques autres fnmcere 
qui prétendent étre en mesure de procurer i la Perse des dixaines de millions & 5 pour 
cent, cé qui, an point de vue de V’état, économiqne du pays et du erédit dont il peut 
jouir en ce moment, est évidemment irréalisable. 
Sans renoneer pour le moment a la susdite condition, qu’il eroit devoir maintenir, 
Je Gouvernement Impérial n'a cependant nullement. Vintention de s'opposer anx 
warparlers entre la société Anglo-Persian Oil avec le Gouvernement persan au sujot 
E Yavanoo, tout en espérant quil sera toma ou courant de la mnch de cette alate, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 4 (17) juillet, 1910. 


(26400) No. 118, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 21.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Pear Sir, ‘July 2%, 1910, 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, advising (1) 
dispatch by Sir Edward Groy of a telegram to His Majesty's chargé d'affaires, at 
Tehran instructing him to urge the Persian Government to grant the permission desired 
in respect to placing barges on the Upper Karun, as well as facilitato the execution of 
our concession; and (2) receipt of a telegram from Mr. Marling reporting that tho 
British consul at Mobammerah had advised our agents to place our barges on the 
Upper River, and that this advice had been approved by Mr, Marling, who had already 
warned the Persian Government that this would he done if no satisfactory arrangement 
could be made with the Muin-ut-Tujjar, 

I am desired by my board to express their thanks for tho assistance that Sir 
Edward Grey and Mr. Marling have kindly given the company in this matter. 

Tam also desired to mention that the course which has been taken is tho ono 
recommended by our agents, who have all along assured us that no objection to the 
placing of our barges on the Upper River would bo raised by tho loa) Persian offials 
Gr others; ond that rince the) Atuiasub‘Tujjar’s concession {aa alfendly been violated, 
both by his failure to provide adequate carrying facilities, and by the permission which 
Tis Lon ranted to otters (both Persians aid rtiah) to ply barges ondlothenerntt on 
the river, he can advance no valid ground of objection to our being pormitted to run 
such boats as may be necessary to carry our mater 

Thaye, &c. 
C, GREENWAY, 
‘Managing Director, 


(26428) 
Me 





Lawwrance, Webster, Messer, and Nicholls to Foreign Office. —(Reeeived July 21.) 


‘ 14, Old Jewry Chambers, London, 
Sir, July 20, 1910. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Secretary of State's letter 
of the 18th instant, and, on behalf of our clients, we beg to thank you for the 
information therein contained, which has our careful attention. 

Our clients are arranging to send out to Persia a gentleman familiar with the 
language and official circles there, to whom the information contained in your letter 
will be of great value, and we have no doubt that, in accordance with the Secretary of 
e, he will be able to arrange for the vendor to obtain from the Persian 
Government recognition of the preliminary contract. 

We are, & 
LAWRANCE, WEBSTER, MESSER, 
ax NIGHOLLS. 


SS 
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[26521] : No. 120. 
M. Isvolsky to Count Benckendorff.—(Commumieated to Foreign Ofice, July 21.) 


THLKGRAMME de M. Poklewski en date du 6 (19) juillet, année courante — 


“Llidentité des assassins de Seyyid Abdullah est connue, mais ils n'ont &é 
jusau'ici Yobjet d’ancume mesure, malgré les requétes adressées au Régent par de 
nombronses députations. 

Sur les instances duu Medjliss, Monstafi-ul-Mematouk, qui avait d’abord renoneé & 
sa tiche difficile, a fait une nouvelle tentative de former un Cabinet composé d'extrémes 
nationalistes. 

“Tes bazars ont continué & rester fermés hier. 

“Les bruits d'un prochain best dans les. deux légations se précisent. Sil est 
donné suite 4 cette intention, on se propose de formuler les demandes suivantes : 


“1, Arrestation des assassins de Seyyid Abdullah. 

“2, Expulsion do Perse des fédais étrangers, qui servent d'instrument de terrorisme 
et ’appui prineipal aux extrémes nationalistes, 

"3, Institution d'un Sénat ou méme dissolution du Medjliss actuel avec fixation 
de nouvelles élections 4 tine date rapprochée, 


“Ta réalisation d'un pareil programme pouvant considérablement contribuer i Ia 
pacification de Ja Perso, il existe, semble-t-il, Vespoir que, au cas d'un best en masse, les 
doux légations trouveront possible dappuyer ces exigences. 
“ Dassassinat de Seyyid Abdullah a éyeillé, non sans fondement, des appréhensions 
our leur propre vie parmi plusieurs personnalités en vue, comme Sipabdar et Sardar 
Maneour, ct pur'euite 060 Ou Went ext acoueilis yar eux eves beanocnp de faveue™ 





(26346) No. 121. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, July 21, 1910, 
e your views on St. Petersburgh telegram No. 207 of yesterday, 
ning probable demands of ref 


(25144) 


Mr, Norman to Mr. Greenway. 
+ (Private and Confidential.) 
Dear Mr. Greenway, Foreign Office, July 21, 1910. 

I SEND you, for your confidential information, a copy of a despatch from 
Mr, Marling, enclosing a copy of a report from Mr. Ranking, our consul at Ahwaz, 
relativ to the recent negotiations between your company and certain of the Bakh 
‘(hans with regard to the purchase of the land required by the former for pipe lines 
and works. 

Tt is clear that the information contained in these papers is of value to the 
company, and ought to be communicated to them, but there are in Mr. Ranki 
despatch some remarks about Mr, Reynolds which might not only impai 
RUAN eantatintetN te eyes of the company but injuriously affect his 
Mr. Ranking himself (with whom his business brings him into constant contact), to the 
detriment. of the company’s interests. 

{t therefore seems best to send you the papers in this way, so that the company 
may acquire, throngh you, the information which they contain, but may not be officially 
ARBPWBA of hs ectolurbo ial have boda passed on Mr. R 

I should add that we concur in the recommendations made by Messrs. Marling and 
Ranking in these despatches, and hope that the company may seo their way to carry 
them out. 

Tam, &. 
H. NORMAN, 
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(26469) No. 123, 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey —{Received July 22.) 


; Paris, July 20, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Mr. Carnegio was to-day informed by 
M. Nekludoff, Russian chargé d'affaires, that the views of his Government wore 
identical with those of His Majesty’s Government as conveyed to mo in your despatch 

61 of the 19th May, relative to the question of granting protection to 
Zil-es-Sultan. 

Thave accordingly addressed a letter, copy of which I enclose, to Prince Bahram, 
who communicated to His Majesty's Embassy Zil-es-Sultan’s desire for protection, 
informing his Highness that His Majesty's Government, seo no sufficient roason 10 
renew the assurances of protection formerly accorded to His Imperial Highness, 

Thave furnished M. Nekludoff, at his request, with a copy of my letter to Prince 
Bahram, ; 

Thave, &. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Enclosure in No. 123, 


Sir F. Bertie to Prince Bahram Sardar Massoud. 

Sir, Paris, July 20, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to correspondence between your Highness and. this 

embassy relative to the question of British protection for His Imperial Highness 

Zil-es-Sultan, and to inform you that the matter was submitted by His Majesty's 
Eimbassy for the consideration of His Majesty's Government, 

T have received instructions from Sir Edward Grey to inform His Imperial 
Highness Zil-es-Sultan that His Majesty's Government seo no sufficient reason to renew 
the assuirances of protection formerly accorded to him, 

As your Highness was the medium of communication of His Imperial Highnoss's 
application to His Majesty's Government, I have the honour to apprise you, for the 
information of Zil-es-Sultan, of the decision of His Majesty's Government, 

Thavo, &c. 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 


(26651) No, 124, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 22.) 





(No. 296.) 
(elegraphic.) En ela Tehvan, July 22, 1910. 
YOUR despatch No, 108 (assurances to Sheikh of Mohammorah). 
Post betwee ‘an aud Bushiro being so unreliable, I suggest copy should be 
sent direct by you to Cox for his information and guidanes, 





[26599] No, 125. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 
(No, 297.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1910 

SITUATION in Tehran, 

With reference to your telegram No. 222 of the 21st July and to Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No, 207 of the 20th July, I have the honour to report that the bazaars are 
still closed, and a numerous and representative crowd is assembled at a mosquo in tho 
bazaar demanding the arrest of the fedais who committed the murder, and compliance 
with the recommendations of the Mujtahids of Nojef, which include, among other 
matters, the expulsion of Taghi Zadeh, Attitude of this assemblage is tantamount to a 
strong demonstration against the extreme nationalists and the present National 
AE a is controlled by them. In view of theso facts, it appears unlikely 

1738) 25 
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that an extreme nationalist Cabinet will be formed, and there is reason to hope that 
demonstrators may gain their object without the question of recourse to the two 
legations being raised. 

Some indirect support has already been furnished to one of the above demands in 
the following circumstances by Russian Legation. A statement appeared some days 
Ggpiit's untionilist paper to the effect that Tussin had Inatigated te assassination of 
Soyyid Abdullah, M. Poklewski has insisted on the publication of an official démenti, 
and he is urging that the murderers be brought to justice. 

Expulsion of foroign fedais would be most desirable, for the ultra-Nationalist 
party, who have engineered the present crisis, rely mainly on these terrorists to 
maintain their authority, and I venture to submit that we should support a Cabinet 
that would undertake to expel them from the country. T understand that some of the 
Teaders are Russian subjects, and M. Poklewski would be quite ready to co-operate 
with tho Persian Government in this measure. 

With referonce to the question of bast, we can take the necessary precautions to 
prevent it in our legation grounds, but, as in 1908, so likewise now, it will be 
impossible to prevent ikin our villages. 

Al action on the part of the two legations will tend to bring back the Sipahdar to 
power on his own terms, These, I believe, would include one or both of the demands 
enumerated under point 3 of St. Petersburgh telegram No. 207. His reassumption of 
office would open the way to good relations with England and Russia. 

T have refrained from telegraphing earlier, as 1 wished to convince myself that 
tho present manifestations are spontaneous and not a party device, 


26575) No. 126, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
‘No, 223.) z 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 22, 1910. 
I SHOULD be glad if you would, after consultation with the Russian Minister, 


give mo your views a8 to thi following” proposals before I submit them to Russian 
jovernment -— 


If, a8 T presume, you still think that thero is little hope of the Persian Government 
applying to the two Powers of their own accord, it seems that we should, in view of 
Porsia’s urgent need for money, inform. all who signify their readiness to make an 
advance to Persia that Majesty's Government will not stand in the way of such 
undertakings, provided that securities for loan do not in any way affect those already 
p Powers and banks, and that the lenders 
are British and of sound financial standing. We should add that His Majesty's 
Government cannot hold themselves responsible in connestion with these private 
loans, 

It is clear, however, that this method of financing Persian Government cannot be 
resorted to for some months, in view of Russian insistence on condition that completion 
of arrangement for consolidation of Persian Government's debt to Russian Bank must 
precede any loan of this sort. 

Tho situation, therefore, will continue to grow worse, owing to this delay, and 
thoro will bo little chanco of quelling disorders, especially in Southern Persia, so that 
probability that Persian Government in despair will apply to some third Power must 
increase, 

T presume that if this happened, and that if the third Power were ready to make 
an unconditional advance, the two Powers would be forced to raise objections. In this 
case tho third Power could easily reply that the justification of the special position 
ocoupied by Russin and Great Britain in Persia is simply the introduction of good 
government and the maintenance of order in the country, and could point out that the 
present aggravated situation is due to the fact that, while they will not allow Persian 
Hloveriiment to obiain loan from. any ethor bouroo, they refuse to lend ib themaslves, 
except on onerous conditions. I do not see how this argument could be met, and I 
think Powers would be in a far stronger position if they offered Persian Government 
at oneo, on their own initiative, and with no conditions beyond such as relate to repay- 
ment and security, an advance of 400,000. ‘The offer of advance might be 
accompanied by intimation that it is made on the understanding that it will be expended 
on reorganisation of financial administration, on restoration of order and security. 

If they accept, we shall thus have attained our object. If they refuse, we should 
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then have good grounds for declining to allow them to borrow from a third Power, 
since, if we leave the offer open, they cannot justify themselves by alleging that wo are 
unwilling to lend. 

‘Weshould also be in.a stronger position for making the representations you suggest 
in your despatch No. 114 of the 2nd July, with regard to which I shall shortly 
telegraph separately. 





[26236] No. 127. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 224.) 
‘Telegraphio.) P. Foreign Office, July 22, 1910. 
e ae OGNITION of Valiahd. Please refer to your telegram No. 295 of the 
19th July. 

pp piocettnne a last ocsardan eee couseeponience aadnieimi ary algerie Noi 
of the 14th January, 1907, to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

‘The Russian Government are of opinion that two Governments should endeavour 
to find some means of associating themselves with the recognition, even though they 
have not been asked to do 80, 

Concert with Russian Minister as to how this may best be done. 





(26236) No. 128, 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the 
Russian Ambassador, and, with reference to his Excellency’s verbal statement of the 
28th ultimo respecting the formal recognition of the Valiahd, has the honour to’ state 
that he addressed an enquiry by telegraph to His Majesty's charge d'affaires at Tehran 
on this subject, and as received from Mr. Marling a reply to the effect that the 
communication from the Persian Government alluded to was in the nature of a circular 
letter addressed by the Regent to all Chiefs of States, and simply announced that 
Prince Mohammed Hassan is heir apparent. ‘The Persian Government require no 
‘answer to this communication, and none, in Mr, Marling’s opinion, is necessary, as tho 
constitution provides for the succession to the throne. 

Mr, Marling adds that the letter addressed to His lato Majesty King Edward 
ought to have reached London about the middle of May, but, as it had not reached 
this Office, Sir E. Grey has instructed him to obtain and forward to him a copy of it. 


Foreign Office, July 22, 1910, 





[26599) No. 129, 


Sir Baward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 225.) 
(Telegraphic,)_P. Poreign Office, July 23, 1910, 

EXPECTED demands of refugees and general situation in Persia. 

Your telegram No, 297 of the 22nd July, and St, Petersburgh telegram No, 207 of 
the 20th July. 

T concur in the proposal that the demand for the arrest of murderers might he 
unconditjonally supported, but hope that it may be possible altogether to avoid inter- 
vention of legations. 

As regards other demands, though I fully realise that, being on the spot, you hayo 

means of forming judgment, I should like to know whether you see any force in 
the following considerations :— 


for the question of the establishment of Senate, yon will remember that the 
plan has once before been suggested, but was abandoned." Would not interference in 
this question look too much like intervention, and would not Senate, if established, 
become simply one more element of discord?’ Would the new Medjliss be any real 
improvement on the present onc 

As for expulsion of foreign fedai, would Yprem and such of his military followers 
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as are foreigners be included? And if so, would not the Persian Government be 
thereby deprived of services of the only men who have been proved capable of coping 
with disorder? | Further, would the Government be able to effect the expulsion without 
bloodshed at, Tehran ? k 

As regards the general situation, would not any endeavours to restore Sipahdar 
simply alienate the other factions, whose confidence he can never hope to gain, s 
they regard him as a creature of Russia? Were Sipahdarat all likely to bein a position 
finnnly to establish his power, such a result would not so much matter, but would it not 
be better, if his success is likely to be temporary only, to avoid as far as possible all 
appearance of intervention, and to allow any Cabinet to be formed which the Persians 
want, trying afterwards to win its confidenee irrespective of its political character? 





[26707] No, 130. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 208) 


(Relegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 24, 1910. 

VALIAHD. Tn reply to your telegram No. 224 of the 22nd’ July, 1 have the 
honour to report that M. Poklewsky does not consider special recognition of the Heir 
Apparent to be necessary. He points out that the constitution provides for the 
succession, and that the cirenmstances which rendered an official recognition necossary 
thorefore no longer exist. Iam also of opinion that such a step might arouse resent- 
ment as interference in internal affairs in some quarters. We need not, perhaps, pay 
much attention to this, and I would suggest that, sf the two Governments deen it 
desirable to mark their special relations towards Persia, the Royal letter of acknow- 
Jedgment might he so drafted as to fulfil this purpose. 





[26708] No. 131, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received July 24.) 

No, 209.) 
Velegraphic,) R. 

MY telegram No, 202 of 18th July. Oh a ; 

Bazanrs are reopening, and assembly at mosque is dispersing on promise that 
murderers yvill ho arrested and under pressure of alleged threat from Russian L 
that, if business was not resumed in three days, Tehran would be occupied by 
troops. OL course no such threat was made, but episode serves to prove uns 

of extreme nationalists, 

(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, July 24, 1910. 





[26709] 


Mr, Marling to Sir Baicard Grey.—(Received July 24.) 

(No. i) 
(Pelographic,) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government. 

Tn reply to your telegram No, 223 of the 22nd July, I have the honour to report 
that tho Persian Governent is eortainly unlikely to apply to the two Powers for an 
advance at present ; it is well to remember, however, that Persian Government docs 
Not possess any revenue which could be pledged to service of a loan of any magnitude 
(pleiise refer to my despatch No. 127 of the 12th July sent by last messenger, and which 
Ahowd reach you on the last day of this mont), ts eredit Has been destroyed by the 
stato of the country and by the entire absence of proper financial administration, and, 
pending the initiation of practical reform, it must remain nil. It may suit the 
Strathcona group to make a small advance to the Persian Government with a view to 
obtaining the mining concession they desire near Kerman and to securing the oil shares 
remaining in the hands of the Persian Government, but I think that it will be dificult 
to find adequate security even for the service of the small amount contemplated. 

T am, of course, without the means of making an exhaustive examination of the 
finances of the country, but both M, Poklewsky and the manager of the Imperial Bank 
of Persia hold the opinion that an operation of any magnitude is, from a strictly 


Gulahek, July 24, 1910, 
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financial standpoint, at present entirely out of the question. Tn view of these facts, I 
eo no reason why proposed intimation should not be given to would-be lenders; the 
advent of a financial expert to report on the possibility of a loan might, on the contrary, 
awake the Persian Government from its illusions, 

Fear of a “political” loan from the third Power need not, I presume, be 
apprehended. 

M, Poklewsky informs me that the consolidation of the Persian Government's debta 
to Russian Bank could be settled with as little trouble as these to Imperial Bank of 
Persia, and Persians themselves are responsible for the delay, although they would 
clearly gain by expediting an arrangement whereby a reduction of interest from about 
12 per cent. to 7 per cent. is effected. Conclusion of the Russian Bank's arrangement 
would probably be hastened if wo refuse to offer Persia facilities to obtain an advance 
or to give it ourselves. 

With regard to proposal to offer an advance spontaneously, T submit that while this 
step would strengthen our position vis-d-vis a third Power, the belief entertained and 
spread by the extremeNationalists that the two Powers are schomingto put (nancial fetters 
on Persia would be confirmed by such action on our part, It is well known to Porsian 
Government that England and Russia are willing to make an advance without politioal 
conditions; it is only the chimerical hopes held out by such offers as Seligman'a and by 
the propaganda of the Nationalist faction that have sacrificed the interests of the 
country to their unjustified mistrust of the motives of the two Goyernments which have 
prevented an application tous, 

T believe that the Treasury are at, present in such straits that if Persian Government 

en money very little of it would be devoted to restoring order in the country, 
‘The extravagance of the new régime, Nasr-ul-Mulk told me confidentially the other 
day, has been so great that an advance of 400,000. would not now be suflirent, 





(26773) No, 133. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Haward Grey—(Received July 25.) 
(No. 490.) 
Sir, Therapia, July 18, 1910. 

IN spite of the efforts of certain sections of the Turkish pross to calin public 
opinion as regards the recent Russo-Japanese arrangement, a distinct noto of alarn hag 
been sounded, and the enclosed leading article, which has appeared in the “Joune 
Ture,”"® represents, I think, fairly accurately the views taken hore with regard to the 
convention. What, the writer asks, have boon tho net results of all Russian 
protestations of friendship sinco the establishment of tho constitution? ‘Tho 
annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was effected after a previous understandi 
with Russia, ‘That country was the first to recognise the Kingdom of Bulgaria and 
the annexation of Eastern Roumelia. 

In the proposed increase of customs dues Russia has raised difficulties and has 
not yet given her consent, and she has even taken advantage of the Cretan question to 
raise that of the passage of tho Straits. 

‘The Panslavist Congress sitting at Sophia at the very moment when the Russo- 
Japanese convention became public constitutes auother threat to the Ottoman and 
the German worlds. And. if the Germans are asking themselves where aro to be 
utilised the soldiers now withdrawn from the Far East, have not the Ottomans much 
more reason to ask themselves the same question? An easy triumph is necessary to 
satisfy public opinion in Russia, and it would appear that it is in Persia whero that 
triumph can most easily be found, and thet the province of Azerbaijan will be decupied. 
That provines to Turkey is of greater value than rele ce one Meee eae a 
article concludes by declaring that the Government must not lose sight of tho fact that 
the interests of this country lie in an understanding with Germany. 

The “Jeune Ture” is, as you, Sir, are aware, always somewhat advanced and 
Violent in language, but latterly it his been drawing nearer the Government organs, 
and the latter now frequently quote from the former 

Thave, & 
GERARD LOWTHER. 








no 


26090) é No, 134. 


‘ Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 
(te 301.) 

‘legraphic.) _P. 
SITUATION in ‘Tehran. 
With reference to your telegrain No. 225 of the 24th July, I have the honour to 

#eport that Yphrem is looked upon as a Persian subject by Persian Government. 
Russian Minister informs me that his Government will not dispute this, but have 
authorised him to return Yphrem’s call, and thus establish friendly relations. With 
regard to expulsion of fedais, I submit that there would he no difficulty in excepting 
stich as may bo useful, as Persian Government would themselves draw up the list of 
those to be sent out of the country. 

Some resistance might be encountered, but I do not think the expulsion would 
alfect: peaceable population. 

Widi reference fo dhe question OF Senate, I mayralf att ceplical of tie ava tages 
to be gained thereby, and we cannot count on a new Medjliss being an improvement 
‘of the netual one, but it would probably be more representative of public opinion than 
the presont Assembly. 

T understand that M, Poklewski, in advocating action by the joint legations in case 
{n appeal was made to them, did not intend to urge that we should demand compliance 
on every point, but merely that a genuine expression of popular discontent with a state 
of afftirs in which a small faction is enabled to thwart government by any Cabinet—a 
faction, moreover, whose avowed policy has up till now been to render friendly 
felations betweon’ Persia and the two Powers impossible—should have our moral 
support. 

Vor the present there appears little likelihood of such an appeal, and it is even 
possible that Nationalists may succeed in forming a Ministry of some kind. In that 
case an opportunity will, at all events, be offered fo the two legations to try to convince 
that faction of the friendly sentiments of Great Britain and Russia, but Iam doubtful of 
fuuccous, and, in view of the difficulty that the party have encoustered in. persuading 
serious men to take office, the Ministry if formed is not likely to remain in power for 
any length of time, 

‘There is at least a reasonable prospect if they fail that the Sipahdar, with his 
hands free and with a less obstructive Medjliss, could come forward with a Cabinet 
capable of maintaining order in the country and desirous of establishing friendly 
relations with Great Britain and Russia. 

Tam informed by the Russian Minister that the announcement that the Kasvin 
troops would proceed to ‘Tehran unless the bazaars resumed their usual work was 

rinted at Government printing office. Intreply to M. Poklewski’s demand Persian 

nder-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has promised to have an official démenti 
published in the newspapers. 

‘At present bazaars are open again, but the promoters of the demonstration remaint 
at the mosquo, and declare that, unless the murderers are apprehended by Wednesday 
(27th), tho bazaars will close once more. 


Gulahek, July 25, 1910. 





(26101) No. 135. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


; Foreign Office, July 25, 1910. 
WITIT reference to the conversation which you had with Mr. Mallet on the 
2nd instant relative to an advanco by a British group organised by your company to 
the Persian Government, on the security of the shares held by them in that company, 
Tam directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform you, with regard 
to the negotiations for the consolidation of the debts due by the Persian Government 
to the Rus: Bank, the successful conclusion of which the Russian Government made 
one of the conditions of their acquiescence in the above transaction; that no discussions 
ou this subject between the Tussian and Persian Governments have yet taken place, 
but that tho Porsian Government have promised to begin negotiations shortly. 
Sir E. Groy instructed His Majesty's chargé Waffaires at St. Petersburgh to 
endeavour to itiduce the Russian Government to abaridon this condition, but has now 
received a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador reporting that they adhere to it. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 


pal 
et 
As His Majesty's Government have agreed with the Russian Gi 

2 i h ‘overnment that the 
‘conversion of the debts due to the Rustiat and British Banks shall precede any loan 
made to the Persian Government other than those which might be made by the Russian 
and British Goveraments, Sir E. Grey is precluded from further pressing the point 

ir A. Nicolson further reports that the Russian Government believe that the offer 
made by yout group has not been recsived eagerly by the Persian Government, who 
are impressed by the offers of other financiers to supply largo sums at 5 per cent, 

Meanwhile, the Russian Government, while maintainin i 
Me , the I a : the ab i 
condition, haven desir to Spas discussions betwen yout seadioas an a anion 
mnt as to.an advance ; but ald i 

eee ener ey would be glad to be kept informed as to the 

am accordingly to request that, should your syndicate decide to . 
discussions with the Persian Governmont on this matter yon will he, as t8 
Keep the Secretary of State informed as to their course. 8° B00 a8 to 
Tam, &. 

W. LANGLEY. 





(27024) No. 136. 


0.319) 8” As Nievteon to Sin Hdward Grey.— (Received July 26.) 
Sir, 


plas to Mustanti- 
i 


ing to a t off 
n unusual one. Th Parliament there is an tndoubted major meyralh 


«no one wil 

of overthrowing a ministry, but hore its power comes to an end, It is inc 

forning a Government, and meanyhilo the county is going from’ bal to-meeee i 

murder of Seyvid Abiulla tins still further widened the gulf botweon the politicians 

The murdered man was a warm advocate of reform, nd enjoyed 

not one of Taki Zadeh’s adherents, ‘The Government 

but are either mwilling or unable to arrest him. Frightened at 

raised they now say that tho murder was instigated by the Russian 

to Aud 9 preext for maintaining the presence of Russian troop 

e oe Vremya” says thiat the best step to take w vith- 

draye the Russian troops. ‘Their presence is a restraining ‘in uence the rove ct 

Which would let loose a flood which would sweep all before it. Ik would then. be 

Possible to start building on the ruins with foreign help. Unfortunately, however, such, 

rast ot be adopted in actuality. Russia fs bound to protect. those of 

her subjects whose destiny has led them to Persia. For their sike she must ronosnes 

h might possibly lead to results which in the end would benellt the 

ns themselves. ‘The article concludes by expressing tho opinion that the Porstin 

People will not stand the existing state of affairs much longer, and by stating that t 

any case Russia can await the end without my special anxiet * re e 

The Liberal “Bourse Gazette” publishes an article 
says that it is now becoming an axiom of Rus 

to be permanent, and the problem for the 
disotder becoming s0 acute as to all for international i 
Russia of the existing anarchy in Persia lies in the fact 


much the same lines, It 
wy that disorder in Persia is 
ign Olice is to prevent such 
interference, ‘The danger for 
t that the two countries aro 





ue 


neighbours and that a certain portion of the Persian “intelligence” persist in 
maliciously dragging the name of Russia into every kind of intrigue. It would be easy 
to give thom a lesson by leaving them to their fate and withdrawing the Russian troops. 
Untortunately such a course would entail danger to Europeans, among whom Russians 
would be the first to suffer, and so Russia is prevented from withdravring her troop, 
have, 
A. NICOLSON. 





[27103] No. 137, 


Bxtract from Confidential Letter, dated Tehran, July 6, 1910, from Mr. A. 0. Wood, 
taba Patch Newell, London—(Communicated by Sir T. Gordon, July 26, 
4910.) 


TAM assured that the Persian Government will give the bank or anyone else a 
i ilway any day it is asked for, provided it is a purely commercial 
undertaking, aud has nothing whatever to do with any foreign Power (Government). 
‘The Vakil-ul-Roya® asked me to put this before the board for consideration, and 
mentioned the possibility of a railway from the Karan up to Hamadan, and thus ‘here, 
tapping a very fertile country, where grain is allowed to rot in the ear beeause it does 
nok pay to transport it, Sitch a line, after passing through ‘no man's land,” would 
enter that part of the country pegged ont by Russia as her sphere for new concessions. 
At prosent the Persians seem to be looking round to see what is possible, so perhaps 
proposals of this nature cannot be taken too seriously. ‘They know quite vell that 
they cannot run the machinery themselves, but at the same time are at their wits’ onds 
to decide who should do it for them. 


<< el 
(27150) 


arling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Recetved July 26.) 

(No. 302, 
(Telegraphic. R. 

MINISTRY was formed yesterday, eta ar 

Mustaufi-ul-Mamalok, President, without portfolio ; Kuli Khan, Foreign 
Affairs; Farman Farma, Minister of Interior ; and Hak ulk, Minister of Finance. 

Premier may he regarded as moderate; he has had very little experience, and is 
not credited with any capacity Pa 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of Finance represent strong nationalist 
art 
ps Inclusion of Farman Farma, a governor of the worst type under the old régim 
shows that the nationalists wore aware that a Cabinet formed from their own party 
exclusively would be without weight in the country. 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, July 26, 1910. 





(27151) No. 139. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Reevived July 26.) 


No, 303.) 
(Velographic.) P. 
ASSURANCES to Sheikh of Mohammerah, eee 
T have received following, telegram to-day, No, 215, from His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Bushire :— 


Gulahek, July 26, 1910. 


“Lioutonant Wilson telegraphs as follows :— 

“<Dhe delay in reteiving assurances, &e., promised to him is greatly perturbing 
Sheikh Kha'zal, He calls attention to the fact that His Majesty's Government have 
‘heen in possession of hhis representations now for eighteen months, and that for a year 
they have been before Government in their final shape. At the beginning of the year, 
ata moment when it appeared possible that his action in defending his own interests 


© Deputy for Hamdan, a man of ability ard inflcence, used by the Minister of Finance 
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might prejudice His Majesty's Government in the north of Persia, he was Jed to hope 
that his representations were being sympathotically considered, but he has not sot 
received the further assurances which he solicited. 

“““ He declares that the condition of Persia is in the meanwhile growing worse and 
that serious troubles are approaching, but whilst British interests in Atabistan and ina 
responsibilities in regard to them aro becoming steadily more onerous, he himself is ig 
no better position than he was formerly. 

T venture to hope that no further delay may elapse in answering sheikh's 
Tequests, otherwise our position in Arabistan will suffer in consequence, 

“News has reached me that sheikh has gone for ten days to Karun, and I submit 
that it would be convenient if orders could be recoived before his rotor t¢ 
Mohammerah. 

“(ent to India ; repeated to Tehran.)”” 


In reply I have informed Colonel Cox of last four paragraphs of your despatch 
No. 108 of the 6th July, and Ihave added that I have asked you to send him a copy of 
your despatch direct. 





[26990] No. 140, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 409.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 26, 1910. 
TED demands of refugees, 


Refer to your telegram No, 207 of the 20th instant, and subsequent telegrams to 
and from Tehran. 

Inform Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that, in. our opinion, if the Porsian 
Government ask advice as to expulsion of foreign fodai, tho two representatives nt 
Tehran should give the proposal their moral support, and that they should eortainly 
enconrage measures for arrest and punishment of mujtehed's murderers, - In view, how. 
ver, of the objections contained in your telogram referred to, tho questions of diosolu- 


tion of Medjliss, of holding new elections, and of establishmont of Senate had better not 
be mentioned. 





(26338) No. 141. 


x Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1910. 

THE Russian Ambassador informed mo on the 19th instant that his colleague at 
Constantinopl ious to add to the joint communication which it is proposed to 
make to the Turkish Government on the subject of the persecution of Christians in the 
Prumia district of Persia a sentence alluding to the:presenco of ‘Turkish troops in 
Persian territory. Count Benckendorif at the same time promised to let me know more 
exactly what M, Tcharykoff had suggested, 

fn already tod his Excellency thatthe difficulty of adopting this course les in 
the fact that the question of the presence of Russian troops in Persia would at oneo be 
brought up, but [said that I would consider his communication when I had received 
it in the form which he had promised. 

‘The next day I received a letter from Count Benckendorif, copy of which is 
enclosed® giving the text of M. ‘Tehiarykolf’s proposal, and when, in his Excollency’s 
absence, the First Secretary of the Russian Embassy called hero on the 22nd instant, 
Sir ©. Ha: informed him of my views on the subject, 

He told M, Sevastopoulo that, while it was no doubt quite truo, as stated. by 
M. Tcharykoff, that the presenco of Turkish troops in the district, in question had 4 
disturbing effect on the Kurds, the Turkish Government, if the proposed clause were 
inserted in the joint communication, would point out in reply that the presence of 
Russian troops at Tabreez and Kazvin was equally disturbing, and had lately been the 
causo of several regrettable incidents, and they would ask why, in those ciretrmstances, 
they remained there. 

They would further allege that the ‘Turkish forces stayed in tho Urumia district 
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Hues because the Persian authorities were powerless to maintain order there, and 
it no Persian troops were available for the purpose. 
“Sir ©. Hardingo at the same time empharieed tho, readiness of His Majesty’s 
Government io send to His Majesty's Ambassador a Constantinople instructions in the 
Sense desired by M. Tcharykoft if M. Isvolsky still wished this to be done, in spite of 

ie considerations set forth above, 

: Tam, &e. 

E. GREY. 





(26551) No, 142. 
Foreign Office to Consul-General Cox, 


Foreign Ofice, July 26, 1910. 
espondence on the subject of the assurances to be 
h, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
{transmit to you herewith, for your information and guidance, eopy of a despatch which 
ho has addressed to His Majesty's chargé dafaires at Tehran containing the text of the 
assurances which His Majesty's Government are willing to convey to the sheikh.® 
‘These papers are now sent to you direct at the suggestion of Mr. Marling, who has 
pointed out. by telegraph insecurity of the post between Tehran and Bushite, and:you 
Should inform him in duo cours of their reveip, and await-he horace oe 
you should convey the assurances to the sheikh. 5 
Mr. Marling has, Ineed hardly say, himself already received the despatch. 
Tam, &. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(25923) No, 143, 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 26, 1910. 

WITH referonce to your lettor of the 13th May last and previous correspondence 
relative to the measures to be taken for the restoration of order and security on the 
roads of Southern Persia, Tam directed by Seeretary Sir Edvard Grey to transmit to 
you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's chargé d'affaires, from which it 
appears that the situation in this respect is daily growing worse. : : 

In view of the serious losses incurred by British and British Tndian trade in 
consequence of this condition of affairs, aud of the inability of the Persian Government 
to tako any effective steps to rostoro onder, Mr. Marling: proposes that he should bo 
guthorised to inform them that if by the end of September such a degree of security 
has not, boon established as to permit ordinary caravan traflic to be resumed, Hie 
Majesty's Government swill take the duty in hand themselves, 

Sinoo this despatch was written, Mz, Marling, by his telogram No, 203 of the 18th 
instant, copy of which has already been forwarded to you for your information, has 
suggested that he should be furnished with instructions to make this communication to 
the Persian Govorament, mmadiataly. ; : 

T am to state that Sir B, Grey is far from undorrating the importance of ensuring 
tho prompt restoration of onder and seeurity ou the trade routes of Southern Persia, 
and the force of the considerations urged by Mr. Murling in favour of the course which he 
Proposes to take, but. that he cannot, at the same time, lose sight of the objections to 
which a stop of this kind would be open. 5 : 

1h is clear that were His Majesty’s Government to embark on a policy of active 
intervention in Southorn Persia, and to land troops in the country, not only might 
their withdraveal bo exceedingly difficult, but their presence might lead to serious 
political complications, Tt would be certain in any case greatly to retard the evacuation 
of Northern Persia by the Russian troops now occupying Tabrocz and Kazvin, even if 
it did not result in a virtual or actual partition of the country. é 

Tam to state that His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran, who, as Viscount Morley is 
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‘ware, is at, present on leave of absence in this country, has been consulted with regard 
to the measures proposed by Mr. Marling. : 

Sir G. Barclay has expressed his complete concurrence in the latter's view, that a 
strong representation to the Persian Government is necessary in the circumstances, but 
has suggested that, in view of the grave objections to which intervention on the 
‘proposed scale is open, the Persian Government should bo informed that, if they fail to 
zestore order on the southern trade routes by the end of September, His Majesty's 
Government will feel obliged to insist on the formation of a force of 1,000 or 1,200 
men, analogous to the Cossack brigade, for the protection of the roads, "This fore, 
would be levied and officered by eight or ten officers of the Indian army, lent for the 
purpose by the Government of India. 

Sir G. Barclay calculates that this scheme could be effectively worked at a cost of 
abont 40,0001, a-year, and suggests that, if the Persian Government have uot by then 
obtained an advance of money from His Majesty's and the Russian Governments, or 
from some other souree approved by them, part of this sum could he providell ont of tho 
gurtax of 10 per cent. on goods imported through the ports of the Porsian Gulf, which 
has not yet been applied, but to which the assent of the Board of Trade has already: 
been obtained, while the Persian Government would be informed that they would be 
expected to furnish the remainder from tho revenues of the province of Fans which, he 
considers, are sufficient to support the burden which would thus be imposed on them, 

Tt appears to Sir EB. Grey that the scheme here outlined is frvo from the objections 
Which might be urged against tho more drastic proposal of Mr. Marling, and i indeed 
no more than a slight development of the project for the organisation of a body of road- 
guards originally drawn up by Mr. Bill while acting consul at Shiraz, and subsequently 
amplified by Sir G. Barclay himself, the only essential difference being that ths fores 
would be controlled by British military officers instead of by British telegraph officials. 

Mr. Dill’s scheme, as modified by Sir G. Barclay, while providing adequate pro 
tection for trade in the conditions prevailing at the time when it was drawn ‘up, is no 
longer fitted to cope with the more serious situation which has since arisen, and T am 
accordingly to state that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive Lord Morley's obser= 
vations on the more complete project now suggested, 

Tam, &e. 
W. LANGLEY, 





(27228) No. 144. 
Mesars. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Offce.—(Received July 21.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, dud 26, 1910. 
WE are in receipt of yours of the 20th instant, and are pleased to see that 


Sir Edward Grey sees no objection to our proposal to communicate the correspondence 


referred to by us in our letter of the 12th instant to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, ana 
the Mouintudjar, and that he understands from the last paragraph of our lottur that ayo 
have already acted on the suggestion so far as the former aro concerned, 

‘This was s0, a8 there was no doubt in Mr. M. Ellinger's mind that Mr. Norman 
Vaeiiite clear on this point, but he wished to be quite certain that it was elenrly 
understood that he proposed also to send the comespondence ta tho Monintudjar 

Ae note also the circumstances under which the eopy of the firman of” 1904 was 
handed to Abbas Kuli Khan, We beg to express to His Majesty’s Government ene 
thanks for the assurance of diplomatic suipport which will be given to our endeavours tp 
Meyer the sum we have lost through the breach of the eontract signed by us as the 
Mouintudjar's agents with Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, 

The contract between Mouintudjar, Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and ourselves 

as handed to Mr. Mallet at the interview between that gentleman, Mr, Maxwell, 
Mr. William Weir, and Mr, M. Ellinger, but to the best of our belief My Mallet did 
not read it, 

We therefore now band you the contract herewith for your perusal, and we shall 
be glad if you will kindly let us have an acknowledgment of its wile recedpt 

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter, we take the liberty of 

out that we have already put forward and’sent to you with our letter of the 
24th June the claim of both Mesirs. Andrew Weir and Co. and ourselves, and we shail 
be quite prepared to furnish such evidence as you may require to prove the justi 
cation of the items, and that the amounts claimed are not excessive, As however 
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‘Mesers, Andrew Weir and Co, are not prepared, and cannot be expected, to hold the- 
oxide which is at present in stock for any lengthy period, we shall be glad if you will 
expedite matters as much as possible. 
We are, &e. 
ELLINGER axp Co, 


Enclosure in No. 144, 


Agreements between the Mouintudjar, Messrs. Ellinger and Co., and 
Messrs. A. Weir and Co. 


(.) 


An AcreeMent made the fourth day of December, one thousand nine hundred and 
eight, between Haji Agha Mohained Mouintudjar, of Bushire and Teheran, Persia 
(hereinafter called theseller), of the first part, and Messieurs Ellingerand Company, 
of Manchester (hereinafter called the agents for the seller), of the second part, and 
Messieurs Andrew Weir and Company, of 6, Lloyd’s Avenue, London, E.C. (herein- 
after called the buyers), of the third part, whereby it is agreed as follows - 


1, Tho seller agrees to sell and the buyers to buy at the price of forty-two shillings 
and sixpence per ton free on board about éighteen thousand tons of red oxide mined or 
to be mined at Ormug and to be of the usual quality of red oxide hitherto shipped at 
Ormuz for London, which the buyers undertake to sell unmixed with any other oxide 
ial. Tho buyers shall not be entitled to reject any stuff tendered to them as 
ido nt Ormuz, but their acceptance shall not prejudice any claim on their part 
cither for not being usual quality or for short shipient, and they shall forthwith 
receive such allowance as may bi agreed or determined by arbitration, 

2, The oxide to be shipped by the seller with usual good despatch and to be 
reeeived by the buyers free on board “Ormuz” at the anchorage where oxide has 
commonly been shipped in the past by vessels at a date and in quantities nominated 
twenty-one days i possible, or mn any’ case not less than fourteen days previous to the 
anrival of such vessels at Ormuz by notice addressed to the agents for the seller by the 
huyers, Should such vessel not arrive at Ormuz within three days of the date 
nominated, the buyers shall pay to the agents for the seller six pounds sterling each 
Alay after the date nominated to cover the cost of maintenance of cbolies at Ormus, until 
the vessel arrives at Ormuz, or until the buyers advise the seller that they are prevented 
from sending their steamer to load at Ormuz, 

‘The sellor undertakes that from the date hereof until the first day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twelve, no oxide shall be sold or shipped by the seller 
directly or indirectly or by anyone acting under his direction or control for Europe or 
America, other than (a) the oxide heveby bought and sold; (B) oxide for consumption 
in India, which last-mentioned oxide the'seller warrants shall not so far as it is in his 
power to provent the sume be exported thence, directly or indirectly, tv Europe or 
America, ‘The seller can nt any any tine ship oxide to Russia by Russian steamers 
that touch the ports of the Persian Gulf, and it is agreed that for any quantity the 
seller may ship before expiration of this contract to Russia, he must pay to the buyers 
five billings pox ton, anid it shall be at tho option of the buyers to deduct any amount 
shipped to Russia from the eighteen thousand tons, and in the event should the buyers 
not desire to deduct stich amounts shipped, the seller must provide the total quantity of 
cighteen thousand tons. 

4, ‘The weight of all oxide delivered under this contract shall be ascertained at the 
final port of discharge, if there is an ofl then by such official weigher, but in 
the event of there being no such official weigher, then by a certificate as to weight of 
4 single weigher to be mutually agreed upon by the agents for the seller and the 
buyers, or in the event of their being unable to agree upon a single weigher then 
hy a certificate as to weight of two weighers to be agreed upon between the agents 
for the seller and the buyers, or by an umpire to be appointed by such weighers in case 
of difference. ‘The seller and the buyers shall bear in equal shares the actual cost of 

ing the weigh dance with this clause, In the event of differences 

ng through the steamer being detained at Ormuz, all questions arising therefrom 
shall be submitted for arbitration to twoarbitrators at Bunder Abbas, one Lobe appointed 
hy each party, and if these arbitrators cannot agree they may appoint a third, who shall 
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act as umpire and whose decision shall be final. Any arbitration under this clause shall 
be held in the presence of the British vice-consul at Bunder Abbas and the local agent 
of the Persian Government. 

5. In respect of each of the three lots of two thousand five hundred tons of oxide 
mentioned in clause 7 hereof, the buyers shall on the Ist day of April in each of * 
three years, one thousand nine hundred and nine, one thousand nine hundred wi (Ps 
and one thousand nine hundred and eleven, hand to the agents for the seller the folrowmy, 
acceptances, videlicet :— 


On the first day of April one thousand nine hundred and nine acceptances for 
eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due May first one 
‘thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
June one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
July one thousand nine hundred and nine; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
August one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
September one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
October one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

On the first April one thousand nine hundred and ten acceptances for eight 
hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first May one thousand 
nine hundred and ten; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
June one thousand nine hundred and ten 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpenco duo first 
July one thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

For cight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence duo first 
August one thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fonrpence due first 
September ono thousand nine hundred ald ten 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds cight shillings and fourpenee due first 
October one thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

On the first day of April one thonsand nine hundred and eleven acceptances for 
cight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first May one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 
June one thousand nine hundred and eleven : 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds eight shillings and fourpence due first 

housand nine hundred and eleven ; 

For eight hundred and ci » pounds eight shillings and fourpenes due first 
August ous thousand nine hundred and cleven ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds cight shillings and fourpence due first 
September one thousand nine hundred and eleven ; 

For eight hundred and eighty-five pounds ight shillings and fourpence due first 
October one thousand nine hundred and eleven + 


and the buyers shall also refund to the agents for the seller their changes for bill stamps. 
and discounts at the current rate of the day: Provided always that if the buyers shall 
before the due date of any one or more of the said acceptances be desirous of takin 
delivery of a larger proportion of any of the three lots of two thousand five hundred tons 
ide than shall have been paid for by the acceptance or acceptances which have 


already matured, and of such desire shall’ give seven days’ previous notice in writing to 
the agents for the seller they shall on the date of shipment of such larger quantity either 
take up their outstanding acceptance or acceptances to an amount suilicient to ‘pay for 
such proportion of any of the said three lots of two thousand five hundred tons as may 
be in excess of the proportion which shall have been already paid for by the matured 
ceptances, or shall produce such evidence as the agents for the seller nay reasonabl 
requite that the necessary proportion of the outstanding acceptance or acceptances will 
he met on the due date of such acceptance or acceptances, the intention being that, 
notwithstanding the giving by the buyers of the acceptances mentioned in this clause, 
l-nnt ba at liberty to'iip anyradct oftany of the aitd tives loteot two thousad 

five hun i‘ tons of oxide, uulegs at the time of shipment they shall have sither paid 
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for the same in cash or given evidence to the reasonable satisfaction of the agents for, 
the seller that the same will be paid for. 


6. Subject to the provisions of clause 5 hereof with regard to the method of 
payment for the three lots of two thousand five hundred tons of oxide mentioned in 
clause 7 the following provisions for payment shall have effect, videlicet :— 


Tmmediately after the completion of the loading of each steamer at Ormuz the 
captain of the steamer shall telegraph to the buyers the weight of oxide loaded, and 
the buyers shall thereupon forthwith pay in cash to the agents for the seller forty-two 
shillings and sixpence per ton of oxide said to be loaded as soon as the weight of the 
oxide delivered is determined, in accordance with the provisions of clauso 4 hereof, 
the buyers shall further pay in cash to the agents for the seller any sum which may be 
found due to the ellos, and the goller shall Ikewise refund to the buyers any sum akich 
may be found to have been overpaid by the buyers immediately after the commencement 
of the discharging, but in no ease Inter than fourteen days after the arrival and 
berthing of the steamer conveying the oxide hereby contracted to be bought and sold at 
London or at any other port in the British Isles at’ which the ore is to be discharged, or 
any port in the United States of Ameriea, or on the continent to which any direct 
shipment may be made, the buyers shall express to the agents for the seller their 
approval or disapproval in writing of the oxide so dischar; 

7, Tn addition to the eighteen lots of five hundred and eighty-three and one-third tons 
mentioned in the following clause the seller undertakes that two thousand five hundred 
tons of oxide shall be ready mined and waiting shipment at. the usual shipping place 
for the buyers on or before the first day of April in each of the three years, one 
thousand nine hundred and nine, one thousand nine hundred and ten; and one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven, and the buyers shall be bound to provide tonnage 
for carrying away the said respective quantities of two thousand five hundred tons by 
or before the frst day of August in each of the three years, one thousand nine hundred 
and nino, one thousand nine hundred and ten, and one thousand nine hundred and 
eleven. 


8, Tn addition to the three lots of two thousand five hundred tons each mentioned 
in the precoding clause the seller further undertakes that five hundred and eighty-three 
nd one-third tons at least of oxide shall be ready mined and waiting shipment at 
usual shipping pluce for the buyers at any time within each of the following bi-monthly 
poriods from first day of April, one thousand nine hundred and nine, viz 


Between tho first April one thousand nine hundred and nine and the first day of 
June one thousaid nine hundred and ai 

Between the first June one thovsand nine hundred and nine and the first August 
one thonsand nine hundred and nine ; 

Between the first, August one thousand nine hundred and nine and the first 
October one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

Between tho first October one thousand nine hundred and nine and the first 
December one thousand nine hundred and nine ; 

Between the first December one thousand nine hundred and nine and the first 
February one thousand nine hundred and ten ; . 

Between the first February one thousand nine hundred and ten and the first April 
one thousand nine hundved and ten ; 

Between the first April one thousand nine hundred and ten and the first June 
one thousand nine hundred and ten j 

Between the first June one thousand nine hundred and ten and the first August 
one thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

Between the first August one thousand nine hundred and ten and the first 
October ono thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

Between tho first October one thousind nine hundred and ten and the first 
December one thousand nine hundred and ten ; 

Between the first December one thousand nine hundred and ten and the first 
February one thousand nine hundred and eleva 

Between the first February ono thousand nine hundred and eleven and the first 
April one thousand nine hundied and eleve 

Botween the first April one thousand nine hundred and eleven and the first June 
‘one thousand nine hundred and eleven ; 
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Between the first June one thousind nine hundred and ele he 

August one thousand nine hundred and eleven; SD Saeco 
tween the first August one thousand nine hn dred and 

October one thousand nine hundred and eleven, mare And eleven and the frst 

Between the first October one thousand nine hundred and eleven and the first 
December one thousand nine hundred and eleven 5 

Between the first December one thousand nine hundred and eleven and the 
first February, one thousand nine hundred and twelve ; 

Between the first February one thousand nine hundred and twelve and the 
fist Apat one thousand nine hued and twelve 

ie buyers shall be bound to provide tonnage’ for carrying away at least five 

hundred and ejghty-threo and” one-thinl tons of oxide within cal of ech bimonthly 
periods. ‘The buyers shall be entitled to take delivery at any time before the expiration 
of each or any of the said periods of two months of all 
and above the bi-monthh 
tons which may be read 

clause. i 


the date (being wit 
actually be taken, 


9. Subject to the provisions of clause 10 hereof the buyers shall not be entitled 
to any further extension of time for taking delivery beyond the expination of the period 
mentioned in clause 7 or any of the respective periods of four months: mentioied in 
clause 8, 


that in the event of the buyers failing to take delivery 

tioned in clause 7 or the extended period of four 

#8, as the case may be, the agents for the seller shall be 

it for any of the oxide waiting shipment and not already paid 

iyers shall not raise any defines provided nevertheless that it in 

consequence oreement of this right the buyers shall have paid eash for mors 

oxide than the amount of which they shall have tuken delivery the seller will at, any 

4 period of three months from the determination of th above-mentioned 

extended period of four months have already mined and waiting shipment for thera 

a sufficient quantity of the usual quality of Ormuz oxide to represent. the amount 99 
paid by the buyers in advance of delivery. 

«qi: In. the event of any short delivery by the seller of any of the quantities of 

He mentioned in clauses 7 and 8 of this contract it shall be at the option of the 

buyers to be declared by them by notice in writing to the agents of the eller withig 

forty-five days of the time when any such short. delivery shall come to the: keowleten 

of the buyers to reduce the number of tons short delivered on any occasion from the 

eighteen thousand tons mentioned in clause 1, or in the event of having already 

paid the amount of oxide they shall already become immediately entitled to reoeive 

such amount from the seller, 

12, Tn the event of substantial breuch of any of the provisions hereof by the 
seller or the agents for the seller or the buyers respectively, the seller or the agents 
for the seller or the buyers, as the case may be, shall be at, liberty to cancel this 
agreement by notice in writing to the other party without prejudice to any right to 
dimages that may have accrued or may accrue, In the event of any dispute us to 
whether or not a substantial breach of this agreement shall have taken place, such 
dispute shall be referred to arbitration in accordance with clause 14 of this agreement. 

13. All payments to be made by the buyers under this contract shall be made to 

nts for the seller whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge to the buyers, 
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14, In the event of any dispute arising, excepting differences in regard to delays to- 
steamers at Ormuz, referred to at the end of clause 4, it shall be referred to two 
arbitrators in England in accordance with the provisions of “The Arbitration Act, 1889,” 
provided that any umpire appointed under the provisions of that Act shall be some persou 
engaged in commercial business. ‘The arbitrators or umpire may accept such evidence 
as they or he may think fit, whether or not admissible in a court of lav 

18. The agents for the seller are only parties hereto for the purposes of the acts 
to be done by them or otherwise expressed with regard to them in clauses 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 17 and (so far as any dispute under any of these clauses is concerned 
but not otherwise) clause 14 hereof, and are not ‘otherwise under any personal 
liability to the buyers. 

16. In the event of Ormuz or any of the adjacent ports or places being declared at 
‘ny time to be infected, or in the event of quarantine being imposed, the seller and 
the buyer shall respectively be relieved during such time from any obligations hereunder 
that they may be prevented from performing by reason thereof, and for all purposes of 
caleulation of time and otherwise under this contract such period shall be treated as a 
a period during which the contract shall be suspended and as if such period had been 
non-existent, 

17, In any case in which notice in writing shall be given under this agreement 
such notice shall be deemed to be sufliciently given if delivered or sent by registered 
post addressed to the person to whom it is sent at his usual or last-known address, or 
In. the case of any notice to the seller if so delivered or sent to the usual or last-known 
‘address of the agents for the seller, 


steamer 


Buyers shall thereypon declare the quantity so * 


mentioned against such policy, and any oxide lost in transit after shipment per ocean 
steamer shall be paid for by the buyers upon the terins herein mentioned in accordance 
with the quantity mentioned in the capta -graphie advice of the quantity loaded 
and whether the quantity so mentioned shall or shall not be ac 


As withoss the hands of the part 


2.) 


‘An Agnus made the fourth day of December, one thor nine hundred and 
eight, betweon Haji Agha Mohamed Mouintudjat, of Bushire and Teheran (herein- 
after called the selle . of the first: part, and Messrs. Ellinger and Co., of Manchester 
(hereinafter called the agents for the seller), of the second part, and Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co., of 6, Lloyd’s Avenue, London, E.0, (hereinafter called the 
buyers), of the third part, Supplemental to an agreement. be even date 
herewith and made between the parties hereto (hereinafter called the contract). 


Whereas the seller has lying at the Port of Nordenham, on the mouth of the River 
Weser, in Germany, about one thousand one hundred tons of oxide, and at the Port of 
Avonmouth, in the United Kingdom, about two thousand eight hundred and forty tons 
of oxide, all of which has been mined at Ormuz, and is of the usual quality of oxide 
mined at Ormuz, and has been shipped to Nordenhem and Avonmouth in the steamer 
* Auchendale,” 

Now it is hereby mutually agreed as follows :— 

‘The seller shall deliver the said oxide to the buyers and the buyers shall accept 
dolivery of the said oxide as if it were delivered f0.b. Ormuz in accordance with the 
terms of te contract as follows :— 

On the first day of April one thousand nine hundred and nine two thousand five 
hundred tons ; 

On the first day of June one thousand nine hundred and nine five hundred and 
eighty-three an oue-third tous; 
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On the first day of August i i 

sna a Gay of August one thousand nino hundred and nine five hundred and 
Qn the first day of October one thousand nine hundred i 

the said oxide about two hundred and seventy-threo and onetiied tgs?” a ot 


and the buyers shall pay to the agents for the seller again in additi 
f : sb delivery in addlit : 
contract price of fortystwo shillings and aixpenco por ton £01», Orv for eke 
seventeen shillings per ton on all oxide delivered at Nordenham, and. fifteen shillface 
per ton on all oxide delivered at Avonmouth, for marine insurance as to eight thousand 
seven hundred and forty-seven pounds twelve shillings and twopenco at the rate of ten 
ngs per centun, and a8 to sis thousand and thirty pounds 9 
he rate of eleven shillings and et e per 
cram Ronee hillings an threepence Per centum 
weighing at Nordenham, thirteen pfennigs per one thousand, kilo 
, 0 8. for statist 
Govornment stamps, and sundry other expenses incurred at Nordenhann, fifty-five mates 
eighty pfennigs for landing, puiting into warehouse and re-delivery at Avonmouth two 


jhillin 
ahilings and three pence’ per tou, and for dock dues at Avonmouth sevenpenoe 


(2.) The agents for the seller aro only parties hereto for the purpose of 
be done by thom or otherwise hervin expressed with requrd bo theca and meets 
atherwise under any personal lability to the buyers EN (0 them and are not 
As witness the hands of the parties, 
Signature in Arabic.) 
ELLINGER anp Co. 
A. WEIR axp Co, 


AN Aorerar made the fourth da ber, one thousand ni 
Aonsraner made et, one thousand nine hundred and 
a Qutween Haji Agha Mohamed Mouintujer, of Bushiro and Tehran (heh 
Manchester (hereinafter called the “ Agents for the Seller”), of the second 
t ho § ) of the sec t, and. 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co,, of 6, Lloyd’s Avenue, London, 8,0, (iereinattes 


called the Buyers”), of the thi : : 
yers”), hird part, “Supplemental to an agreemei Finis 
even date herewith, and madelbetween the parties hereto, nn “eteement bearing 


er”); of the first part, and Mess. Ellinger and Co, of 


Whoreby it is agreed as follows -— 


. . 1, In the event of hindrance being raised by the Persian Gover r thei 
of sto ho shipment ‘of oxo or ould tases o lve the eefort 
oxide, or should ersian Government in any way prevent the shipping of oxide, 
the seller and the agents for the seller, shall be in. no sway eeroueils Mu Ces " 
shall have no right to claim any damage or demand delivery of oxide, and the seller 
has every right to cancel the contract or postpone delivery for a period of nob exceedinse 
three months from the imposition of dificulties by the Persian Government, It 
further agreed that in the event of the seller knowing for cortain that he cannot any 
longer ship by reason of the causes herein mentioned, the buyers shall be immediately 
notified by cablegram or telegram of the fuct, so that they may be prevented from 
serving tonnage to load at Orinuz at-times when tho seller ia cinablo to make deliveries 
le. 

2. The agents for the seller are only parties hereto for the purposes of . 
to be done by them, or otherwise Tac eee iehvepatd es een, sae 
otherwise under any personal liability to the buyers. 


As witness the hands of the parties. 
‘Sig 
ELLINGER axp Co, 
A, WEIR ap Co, 
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(27277) No. 145. 


ann) Si" 4 Nitlaon to Sir Ratard Grey.— (Received July 2.) 
0. 209. 
Telogrphia) B. 
SITUATION on the Turco-Persian frontier. 
T was informed to-day by M. Tsvolsky that information had reached him to the 
effect that the Turks had now pushed forward as far as Khoi and Salmas and were 
interrupting caravan traffic between those places. M. Isvolsky said that he would 
mention the matter to the Turkish Ambassador here, but he said nothing to me as to 
making further representations to the Ottoman Government. 


St, Petersburgh, July 27, 1910. 





(27357) No. 146. 
Mr, Wallace to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 28.) 


(Confidential.) 6, Langford Place, St, John's Wood, London, 
Sir, July 27, 1910. 

ITHANK you for your letter dated the 25th instant. Its’ concluding paragraph 
eaves me in doubt as to whether the position in regard to the proposed loan is clearly 
understood, T thought that I had anade it clear to Mr. Mallet; but it is of course 
possible that I may have failed to do so. 

T understood, before I sot to work to got together the British group to which you 
refer, that it would be palatable to the British Government if a loan were mado by such 
a group to Persia, and on that assumption I have persuaded the group in question 
to act, 

As rogards negotiations with Persia, the position is that I authorised Mr. J. R. 
Preece, who happened to be in Tchran in another connection, of which you have 
knowledge, on behalf of this group, to offer to the Persian Government to take up at 
80L. per cont: 5} per cent. Persian Hons, totalling 500,000, secured by the following 
pledges :— 


(a.) Of all the shares, rights, and royalties of the Persian Government in and in 
respect of the oil concessions and companies. 

(},) Of a segondary charge on the Persian customs revenue, ie, on the surplus, if 
any, beyond what is pledged under existing charges in respect of ‘advances prior to 
‘ours by other lendors, particularly advances made to Persia by the Governments of 
Great Britain and Russia, 

Of a socondary charge on the Persian telegraphs revenue, ic, on the surplus, 
if any, beyond what is similarly pledged in priority to our proposed loan. 


‘The Persian Government, I am informed by Mr. J. R. Preece, has made various 
counter-proposals, tho best of which is 5 per cent, bonds at 831. per cent, and, prior to 
receipt of your letter of the 25th, Lhad telegraphed to Mr. Preece that wo would raise 
‘our price to 881,, but that 54 per cent. was the lowest possible rato of interest. 

‘There the matter rests for the moment. I should like to hear from you how it is 
now viewed by the Foreign Office, and T propose tocall upon you to-morrow (Thursday) 
afternoon to ascertain this. If, say, 8 o'clock would not be a’ suitable hour for either 
‘Mr, Mallet or you to see me, may I ask the favour of your communication with the 
Burmah Oil Company's office and indicating some other hour which would be 
convenient ? 

Tam, &. 
©. W. WALLACE. 





[27355] No. 147. 


Mr, C. Greenway to Mr, Norman.—(Reeeived July 28.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Dear Mr. Norman, London, July 27, 1910. 
1AM much obliged for your Private and Confidential letter of the 21st instant, 
covering a copy of a despatch from Mr. Marling enclosing a copy of a report from 
Mx. Ranking relative to the recent negotiatious Detween our company and certain of 
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the Hee eae khans with regard to the purchase of the land required for our pipelines 
and works. 

T have shown these to certain of my colleagnes on the board, and am desired to 
say that we appreciate very much your kindness in placing the information contained 
in these documents before us, and to give you our assurance that it will be treated as 
absolutely confidential. 

As regards the negotiations in question, we had already formed the impression 
that they had been mismanaged, and had determined that when the matter came ee 
again for final settlemeut with the khans it will be necessary to take up a firmer stan 
upon the strict lines of the terms granted under our concession. This is the more 
necessary, inasmuch as we find that as our work progresses these attompts at extortion 
are being made on every side, and unless resisted it will mean that the outlay will be 
0 enormous as to quite preclude the possibility of our ever being able to establish the 
undertaking on a sound and remunerative basis. 

When the time comes we shall therefore be much obliged for any further 
assistance that His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz may be able to give our agents in 
Persia in bringing the khans to a reasonable settlement in the matter of the componsa- 
tion to which they are entitled for the land that may be required by the company for 
the purposes of their work. 

As to Mr, Marling’s suggestion that the company should appoint a permanent 
representative at Tehran there is no need for any action at present, since Mr. Preece, 
who is now in Tehran, is a representative of the company, and can, so long as ho is 
there, act on behalf of the company if and when any further need for the services of a 
representative may arise. But on his return to this country the board will consult 
with him on the subject and address you again. 

Yours sincerely, 
©, GREENWAY, 





[27391] No. 148, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received July 28.) 
(No. 304.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
SITUATION in Kermanshah. 
formed by His Majesty's acting vice-consul at Kermanshah that, a8 a result 
Russian propaganda, Russian Consulate is in grave danger ; Persian 
soldiers have twice fired at Russian vieo-consul in his house, and the Russian’ Cossack 
escort is unable to leave the consulate or appear in the streets, Nizam-es-Sultanoh has 
offered apologies to Russian vice-consul and given assurances of protection, but ho docs 
not seem to be able to enforeo his authority on the population. In the meanwhile 
Mr. Knox is making strong representations with a view to the restoration of order. 

M. Poklewski has received similar news from Russian vice-consul, but without any 
report of firing incidents. He iy taking strong action here, and is suggesting to 
St. Petersburgh that consular escort should be reinforced by fifty Cossacks from Kazvin 
detachment. 


Callahok, July 28, 1910. 





[27399] No. 149, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 28.) 
(No, 210.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 28, 1910. 
AY telegram No, 209 of the 27th Jul 
Situation on the Turco-Persian frontier. 
T cannot have understood rightly what M, Tsvolsky said to mo yesterday, for tho 
‘kish Ambassador told me to-day that the Russian complaint was that an advance 
id been made by ‘Turkish troops to a place named Maku, which is situated near the 
Russian frontier. M. Isvolsky had complained also tat communication between 
iinas and Khoi had been cut off by the Turkish troops. ‘The Turkish Ambassador 
ells me that Turkish troops have for some time past been in temporary occupation of 
Salmas and Khoi. 
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[26709] No, 150. 


Sir Eaicard Groy to Sir A. Nicolson 
(No, 410.) 
‘Pelegraphic.) P. 

INTERNAL situation in Persia. x 

Tt is inevitable that complete anarchy must soon result from tho disorder which, 
according to the most recent reports from Tehran, is prevalent throughout the country, 
especially in the south, and is spreading rapidly. 

Instances are numerous: the capture by robbers of a large British-Indian caravan 
on the Yerd—Tabhas-Meshed rond ; the constant destruction by Afghan cun-ranners 
of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department's line in Seistan and the flight of the 
British stall to Robat; two mail robberies near Kum; an assault and robbery 
committed by armed men upon the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company's servants 
about 7 miles east of Tehran itself; outrages by the notorious Naib Hussein, rendering 
the ‘Tehran—Tspahan road unsafe during June; the utter incompetence and venality of 
the new Governor-General of Ispahan, and the state of the road between there and 
Bushire, which has shown no sign of improvement since his arrival, and which, as you 
know, has been the cause of serious losses to our trade and has long been scarcely 
passable, 

Besides these, there have been several eases of robbery in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Ispahan, and at Kermansheh, when the town was threatened by 
Kalhwrs, the Governor wis forced to appeal to the Russian and British consulates to 
use their good offices to dissuade tho tribe from attacking it, as he was left without any 


means of resistance, 


Foreign Office, July 28, 1910. 


Although tho Porsian Government seem to be aware of the gravity of the situation, . 


they lack mon and money to enable them to deal with it, and do not see how the 
restoration of order can ever be effected without intervention on an extensive scale 
unless they can obtain both immediately. 

Even if they can offer good enough secunty to enable them to raise a loan from 
private sources, they could not get money in this way for some time (seo my telegram 
No, 223 to Tchran of the 22nd duly, paragraph 3); and I am still persuaded, for 
reasons giventin the subsequent paragraphs of the same telegram, that a spontaneous 
offer of an advance of 400,001, on terms proposed therein should be made by ourselves 
and Russia, Iam quite conscious that there are objections to this proposal (see 
‘Tehran telegram No. 300 of the 24th July), but I think that tho improvement 
which would inevitably result in the position of the two Powers would amply 
compensate for any disadvantag 

Teonsider that a joint representation by the two Powers, calling attention to the 
stato of the roads and offering a joint. advance of 400,000/,, unconditional excopt as to 
its proper outlay (which would removo all excuse for neglecting to police the roads on 
tho plea of lack of funds), would be most desirable, and would go far to strengthen our 
position should any third Power propose a foreign loan. 

Pleaso put the situation before M. Isvolsky, and urge on him the desirability of 
making representations on these lines. 





(26707) No, 151. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Russian Ambassador, aud, with reference to his note of the 22nd 
instant, relative to the recognition by the two Powers of the Valiahd as heir to the 
Persian Throne, has the honour to iniform his Excellency that, on the same day, he 
addressed a telegram to His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at Tehran, intimating the desire 
of the Russian Minister for Forcign Affairs that the two Governments should find 
some way of fing themselves with this formality, and instructing him to consult 
the Russian Minister on this poin 

Mi, Marling has now replied that, in M. Poklowski’s opinion, special recogition of 
the Valiahd is wmecessary, since provision for the succession to the Throne of Persia 
being provided by the constitutién, the circumstances which dictated such a course no 
longer exi 


Mr. Marling adds that the step migh i 
__ Mr. Marling ad P might also be resented 
interference in the internal affairs of tho country. Seat eee 

© suggests, however, that if this consideration appears unimportant, amd j 
_ He s, however, th nportant, and if th 

ipa grernments still think it necessary to mark in some way thes meet iene 
Timon @  Slauso: might be inserted with this abjeot tn the fotige ese 
ackngwledgment of the Persian Regent's circular communication, 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to recommend this i 
consideration of the Russian Government. eae rain Nena 


Foreign Office, July 28, 1910, 


= SS SS eee 


(26990) No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckondon{f, 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stato for Forei i 
Secretary ‘oreign Affairs has carefull 
perused the telegram from the Russian Minister at ehran, commented by he 
Russian Ambassador on the 21st instant, relative to the expected invasion by refugees 
ofthe legion of she two Powers in Persia and of the demands which those refugees 
are expected to make, and which, in M. Poklewski's. oping ions mi 
spate 9 ma lowski’s opinion, the legations might see 
Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in M. Poklewski’s view that th i 
1M. te two representative 
shonl enim al este had ek eels a tet semana 
punihment of the murderers of Seyyid Abdullah Afujtehed) and that they might, 
Ghould their advieo be asked, lond their moral support to steps taken by the Boers 
Gio rauent for the expulsion of the foreign fedat, but he considers that they aleiag 
sre ue gbinion as to the establishment of a Sonate, the dissolution of the Mediing vc 
the holding of new elections, since by doing so they might lay themselves open to the 
Accusation of attempting to intorvene in the internal allay of Borie: 
Sir B. Grey has instructed Hi Maj ty's Ambassador at. St. Petersburgh to make 
& communication in this sense to the Russian Minister for Foreien wonton 
consulted him on this subject on the 21st instant, a evi eele 
Foreign Ofice, July 28, 1910, 





[25229] No. 153, 
Foreign Office to Messrs, Seligman Brothers.” 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ofice, July 28, 

WITH reference to your letter of tho 7th June, vation ey te aunt 
Seng nancial assistance to the Persian Government, I am ditectod by Soctetayy 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that His Majesty's Government would not core oppose. 
any schemo of the kind by a British group of somo standing, provided that the atorecs 
is not secured on any source of revenue already pledged to the British ov liane 
Governments to the Imperial Bank of Persia, or the Russian Banque d'Bscompieny 
Trots, in respect of loans made by them to the Persian Government, and promion ines 
the debt of that Government to tho last-named hank hag previously been tonverted. 

Tt must further be understood that His Majesty's Governmaent ean accept no 
responsibility in connection with any such private loan. 

Tam, &c, 
W. LANGLEY, 





[27520] No. 104. 


ase) Mr. Marling to Sir award (Received July 29.) 
(Telegraphic) ee uae ling tologeam cakes ely 29, 1910, 
N continuation of my immediately preceding telegram of the 28 rh 
Situation in Kermanshah. te eee 


Tam informed by His Majesty's acting vice-consul at Kermanshah that part of 


* Also to Mesers, Boulton Brothers and Co. mutatis mutandin 


{1738} 2K 
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regiment to which soldier who fired on Russian vice-consul belongs has been disarmed 
by Governor-General and that outlook is brighter. 
‘AM. Poklewski has received similar report. 





(27530) No. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No, 211.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Persia. ; 
T saw M. Isvolsky to-day and left with him a memorandum, in which I had 
embodied the views and suggestions contained in your telegram No. 410 of the 
28h July. His Excellency promised that he would shortly give me a reply. 
M. Isyolsky said that his news from Kermanshah was more satisfactory. ‘The 
wornor had been successful in depriving the mutinous soldiers of their arms, and 
flad sent thom out of tho town. ‘To my enquiry as to whether the reinforcement of 
fifty Coasacks which it was proposed to send had yet started from Kazvin, M. Isvolsky 
ropliod that hw: had not yet received any information on this point. 


St. Petorsburgh, July 29, 1910. 





(27645) N 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received July 30.) 
(No. 306.) 
(Delographio.)) ehran, Fry 30, 1910. 
MY tolégram No. 288 of the 14th July and Confidential print of 2nd June, 
section 2, 
Tussian Ministor informed mo that the lands in question belong to Russian 
subjects who are minors and for whom Beylikdji, the vendor, is trustee. 
Louzsenszky appears to be merely a commission agent who generally acts for a 
British firm, Vox, 





(27646) No. 157. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —{Received July 30.) 
No. 307.) 
‘Volographic.) P. Gutahek, July 30, 1910. 
ADVANCE to Persian Gov 
1410 of the 28th July to St, Petersburgh. 
khbor-es-Sults Ta hich was 
promised by lato Ministry Tthink it unlikely that Russian Govern- 
mont will consent to offer an advance to Persian Government. 
Tas an understanding been-come to with the Russian Government with regard to 
rato of intorest that such sin advance will carry ? 


(27355) No. 


Mr, Norman to Mr. C. Greeneay. 


Foreign Office, July 30, 1910. 

MANY thanks for your letter of the 27th July with regard to the recent 
negotiations ‘our company and certain of the Bakhtiari khans for the 
purchase of land required for the former's pipe-line aud works, and Tam glad that 
the paper which I sent you has proved usef 

With reference to’ the penultimate paragraph of your letter, the services of the 
consul at Ahwaz will of course always be at the disposal of the company in connection 
with any future negotiations of the same kind, 

Tam, &. 
H, NORMAN. 
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(27659) - No. 159. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 31) 
(No. 308.) bast oe) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
KERMANSHAH situation. 
His Majesty's acting vice-consul reports to-day that the situation is much quicter. 
M. Poklewsky is advising his Government that it will probably not be necessary to 
increase consular escort. 
Trouble appears to have arisen thus: A Persian soldier climbed over the wall into 
the garden of the Russian consulate by night, and a Russian Cossack on duty shot him. 


Gulahek, July 31, 1910. 


(27663) No. 160. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdiward Grey —(Reeeived July 31.) 
(No. 213.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 31, 1910. 

RATE of interest on proposed advance to Persian Government. 

Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 307 of the 30th July and Mr, O'Beirne’s telegram 
No. 195 of the 3rd Jul 

Russian Government have now sent mea memorandum, in which they stato that 
they cannot make advance at a lower rate of interest than 7 per cent, ‘They quote the 

iy given in their memorandum of the 12th February last, copy of which 

was forwarded to you in my despatch No, 85 of the 13th February last. 


—_———S— ae ee 


127660] No. 161. 


Mr. Marling to Sir award Grey—(Received August 1,) 


(Releseray Rh. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 210 of 28th July. 
Russian Minister says that he has not received any report from consular agent at 


Maku that Ottoman troops have advanced to that point, and he is thorefore inclined 
to discredit news. 


Tehran, August 1, 1910, 





(27661) No. 162, 


. . Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 1.) 
(No, 
‘elegraphic.) R. 
MY legen No. 308 of 31st July. 
Kermanshah situation greatly improved. Russian Cossacks who had not appeared 


in town sinco 24th July are again moving abont freely without incident, 
St. Petersburgh informed. 


Tehran, August 1, 1910, 





[27646] No. 163, 


Sir Edieard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(Xo. 230.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, August 1, 1910, 
JOINT loan. Your telegram No. 307 of the 30th July, 
No details as to rate of interest have as yet been settled, 
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[27720] No. 164, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 2 
(No, 107.) 
Sir, Guilahek, June 19, 1910. 


added thai, boing about to proceed to t 
Meshed, he would report further on the sub 5 
Upon receipt of the second despatch in question, however, I informed Major 
O'Gonnor, in a despatch copy of which I have the honout to enclose, that I considered 
the present moment most inopportune for raising the question. 
Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARI 


Enelosure in No. 164. 
Mr. Marling to Aeting Consul-Generat O'Connor. 


Gulahek, June 8, 1910. 

T HAVE to acknowledgo receipt of your de No. 5 from Seistan of the 18th 
March and No. 15 from Meshed of the 25 ing the undemarcated portion 
of the Perso-Afghan frontier, about which his Highness the Ala-es-Sultaneh made a 
compla Sir G. cl Jam 

ADRK aneaaikosube est, and Tf, together with Sir G. Barclay, 
it i in the Sth section of the firsten 


ion hero is precarious, the Cabinot is perpetually resigning, 

nents hw I do not propose, therefore, to 
moot the ap) to return any answer to the note 
of the late 
‘again, 





23, 1910. 
WITH referonce to Sir Mair rowright’s te Youlidential, of the 
10th June, I asked the Persian 1 r yestel whether the 
Persian Minister in Vienna had been instructed to invite the Austro-Hungarian 
Government to intervene in pending questious between this country and. the two 
Powers, adding that T could not understand the reason of such a démarehe, as the 
relations between the threo countries were perfectly friendly. 
Moayin-ed-Dovwleh said that he had heard nothing of any such request to the 
Austro-Hungarian Government, and had never anthorised it, He added that he was 
reful to let the German and Austro-Hungarian Legatious here understand 
of his relations with thom that the Persian Government had no wish 
jon on their part. 
Thave, &. 
‘CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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(27723) No. 166 


, Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 111.) 
Sir, Gulahek, June 29, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire, with enclosure, respecting a promise of support alleged by 
M. ter Meulen, @ Dutch subject of Ahwaz, to have ben given him by His Majesty’ 
Government as agent for the British Dominions Marine Insurance Company (Limited). 

T should be glad to know what reply I am to return to Colonel Cox. 

: Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 166. 
Conaul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 


Sir, Bushiro, May 20, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to submit for your information a copy of a letter from His 
Majesty's consul at Ahwaz concerning M. ter Meulen as agent of the British Dominions 
Marine Insurance Company (Limited), and to enquire whether any promise of support 
such as that claimed by M. ter Meulen has been given him. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this lotter to the Government of India, 

Thavo, &. 
P, Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 166, 
Consul Ranking to Consul-General Cox. 


Sir, Ahwaz, May 14, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in conversation, M, P. ter Meulen, of the 
firm of Ter Meulen, Gratama, and Co,, Ahwaz, mentioned that somo corrospondenco 
had taken place between himself (?‘The British Dominions Marine Insurance Company, 
Limited) and the Foreign Ofice, London, with regard to the measure of support which 
night be expected by the former from His Majesty’s Government in his capacity as 
agent for the above-mentioned insurance company, He further went on to say that the 
Foreign Office had made him a promise of support. 

nowing M. ter Meulen’s powers of exaggeration, I should be glad to seo copies of 
the correspondence which passed, and to be informed as to what measure of support 
hhas been promised and is to be accorded to hi 
Thave, &e, 
L. RANKING, 





(27724) "No. 107. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auguat 2) 
(No. 112.) 
Gulahiek, June 29, 1910. 
HT reference to. my despatch No, 72 of tho 14th May, Iam informed by 
's agent in Tehran that, in addition to the island of Hormuz, the 
Muin-ut-Tujjar held Kishm, Minab, Namakdan, Khanir, Kong, and Mamaseni, ‘near 
Kazerun, under lease or firman from the Persian Government, 

At the time of the cancellation of the Hormuz concession the concessions for the 
above-mentioned places were, it appears, also withdrawn from the Muin, and orders 
have recently been sent by the Central Government to the local authorities to 
confiscate the sulphur mine at Khanir, 

ie Director of Customs has also been instructed to report the quantity that has 
already hoon extracted, and to forbid any farther shipments 
1738) 2L 
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Mr. Brown believes that there has been little, if any, export of sulphur or salt 
from these mines. 
Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(97725) No. 168. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 2.) 
0. 113, 

SG ’ Gulahek, June 30, 1910. 

nsmit herewith an extract from a private letter written 
by Mr, Bill, lately His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, who is on his way to 
Constantinople vit Van, in which he gives a short account of the condition of the 
Urumin district, 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLIN 


Enclosure in No. 168. 
Batyact from a Letter of Mr, J. H. Bill. 


‘THE ‘Turks are all over the plain of Urumia, but not in the town. ‘The Persians 
are in the town, but do not. show their noses outside, ‘The Russian infantry officer 
seems to think’he is here for the purpose of fighting the Turks, and the Persian 
commander of 120 fedai horsemen at Soujboulak told me he was. expecting orders to 
goto Urumia at any moment. Add to this that the Kurds are ragging villages all 
round all the time, and the Turks won’t say what villages they claim and what the: do 
not, and you have all tho cloments of a lively situation. Fortunately, all parties have 
a saving regard for their own skins. If only ono tribe of Kurds had the qualities of 
the Afridis the thing would be a bit less farcical, I had no trouble at all at Si lduz ; 
tho Kurds are making nuisances of themselves, but only in a quiet way, blackmailing 
villages by cutting off their water, and so on, The caravan route is quite undisturbed, 
I found no confirmation of the statement that the Turks were on both sides of 
Take Urumia! in fact, Iam sure that they have not been east of Sulduz. They are 
administering Ushnu ‘and taking revenue. Horo they are scattered about in small 
dotachments all over the plain, and they are said to be in force in the north, about 
Salus, 





(25923) No. 169. 


Mn, Marling to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reevived July 18.) 
. 114, 
Sir, } Gulahek, Tuly 2, 1910. 

‘THE number of robberies on the high roads during the last few days point to an 
alarming inerease in the insecurity of Persia, ‘The European post-cart was attacked 
and looted at Buinek, some 20 miles from Kazvin, on the Resht road, and two cases of 
the same kind have been reported to me as having taken place near Kum, in one the 

ail from Sultanabad, and in the other tho mail from Ispaban having been looted. 
Besides this, the Ispahian~Teliran road is rendered dangerous by the outrages committed 
by the nototious Naib Hussein, whose exploits, first. at Kashan and now near Kum, the 
Government appear to be powerless to arrest, and a violent assault and robbery by 
armed men on some employés of the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Department, about 
7 miles cast of Tehran, threo days ago shows that lawlessness prevails at the very gates 
of the capital, 

‘Mr of fou enges of obbery, one of them on a caravan on tho Ahwaz route, have 
‘occurred in the immediate neighbourhood of Ispahan. Of the condition of the roads 
between Ispahan and Shiraz and Shiraz and Bushire you are only too well aware, and 
the slight improvement which Iwas able to report appears to have been a mere pause 
to allow the marauding tribesmen to see whether the arrival of Zalfer-es-Sultanch, the 
new Goyernor-Ceneral, at Shiraz meant that serious measures were about to be taken 
to restore order, I regret to have to report, however, that Mr, Acting Consul Smart 
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describes his Highness as utterly incompetent, and bent only on filling his pockets, im 
accordance with the worst traditions of provincial rule in Persia. Mr. Consul- 
General Grahame’s reports of the Governor-General of Ispahan are scarcely more 
complimentary. 

Kermanshah, as T reported yesterday by telegraph, is threatened by the formidable 
Lur tribe of the Kalhurs, under Daoud Khan, and Nizam-es-Sultaneh, who is considered. 
to be one of the most capable governors that Persia possesses, was s0 mistrustful of his 
ability to crush the revolt that he applied to the British and Russian consulates to 
endeavour to dissuade Daoud Khan from attacking the town, 

‘The state of the Yezdabbas-Meshed road, on which a largo British Indian 
caravan of over 200 camels was captured by a force of 300 Arab robbers about a month 
ago, is deplorable ; while, 60 or 70 miles west of Kuh-i-Malik-Siah, Afghan gun-runners 
are continually breaking up the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department's central Persian 
line, and haye made it necessary for the English employés on the line to fly for safety 
to Robat. 

‘Thus, practically all the chief routes used by British trade are more or less unsafe, 
T have lost no opportmnity of urging on the Persian Government, both verbally and in 
writing, the paramount importance of taking energetic measures to put an end to this 
state of affairs, and I propose to bring it to the notice of the president of the 
Medjliss. 

T fear, howover, that representations will be useless, ‘The Government is quite 
alive to the situation, but it has neither money nor men, Under the old system a 
provineial governor Kept order on the roads by putting each section under the care of 
local headman, who was held responsible for its security, and if a case of robbery 
occurred the governor sent a handful of his retainers to exact a fine fron the negligent 
official, and by this rough and ready system an energetic governor maintained security 
without much expense. But these primitive measures were displeasing to the Medjliss, 
and have heen abolished in favour of a regularly organised force of road guards. 
Unfortunately, however, the road guards do not exist, or, in the few places where there 

5 a pretence of such a force, the men are unpaid, and naturally, in those cireumstances, 
nothing efficient can be expected. 

‘The ‘Treasury seenis to he in desperate straits, so much so that, when the Minister 
of the Court applied for 20,000 tomans to allow him to pay somo of the arrears due to 
the household, so as to induco them to face the extra expense of moving into tho 

hh, only 10,000 tomans was promised, and it is probable that. His 
Imperial Majesty will be obliged to spend the whole of the summer in ‘Tehran, I am 
told that the deficit for tho last two years is estimated by the Ministor of Finance at 
17 crores of tomans, or rather more than 1,500,001. 

To a great extent, the disorders in the provinces are only the counterpart of the 
chaos that exists in the Government at Tehran, 'The Cabinet itself is hopelessly 
divided ; intrigue is as rampant as ever; Ministers interfere in each other's dopart 
ments, and in the departments themselves there is no organisation or system, and tho 
feeble efforts that are occasionally made to reform them are constantly thwarted by 

Itinterest and ignorance; the Medjliss complains that the Ministers disrogard its 
wishes, and the Ministers that the Medjliss hampers their work, and both that the 
maleficent influence of the clergy is the root of half the trouble, 

‘The prospect of obtaining money in the near future is small, A necessary 
preliminary to avy financial operation—except with the two Powers—is, of course, the 
conclusion of an agreement for the consolidation and service of the Government's dobts 
to the Russian Bank, and the Persian Government are showing little disposition to 
push forward the negotiations for this purpose, But, supposing that this difficulty is 
surmounted, there still remains the question of security: for an advance, whother from 
the two Powers or from other sources. For an advance of 80 small an amount as 
00,0002. seourity can be found, but there will be considerable haggling before any 
arrangement is reached, for, thanks to the ill-considered offers made by such persons ns 
Mr. Cohen, Mr. Osborne, and Mr. Moro, the Persian Government have the most inflated 
ideas of the country’s eredit. ‘There is, of course, the possibility that the projected 
internal loan will meet with a measure of success, but. no one who is acquainted with 
the country has any faith in it, and the present state of insecurity 'is not calculated to 
reassure the native public. 

Tn such conditions the probability of the restoration of order on the southern roads 
in a reasonable period is slight, and I venture to suggest that tho time has come when 

is necessary to intimate clearly to the Persian Government thatthe prolonged 
interruption of British trade is intolerable, and that His Majesty's Government will 
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to it. ‘The: 
we are to 


thata threat of this kind has less: signifies 
by Russia, for the simple reason that the Persians are quite certain that our troops 
would be withdrawn a3 soon as their work was accomplished, On the other hand, it 
would, for just the same reason, be proportionately less resented. It would serve 
to bring the Persians to a sense of the deplorable failure which has hitherto attended 
the experiment of self-government. It would. stimulate the few who realise that, until 
European assistance, in the shape of advisers and instructors, fed no progress 
towards reform and reorganisation is possible to enforee their views ; it would bring 
the Government and Medjliss face to face with their desperate financial position, to 
which at present they appear resolved to shut their eyes. s 

It is quite possible that, under pressure of a’ threat of this kind, the Persian 
Government will find means to restore order. ‘The successful efforts of Yeprim in 
Azerbaijan show what ean be achieved when sufficient pressure is applied, and, now 
that Yeprim his arrived in Tehran, his services might be used with equally good effect 
in Fars, ‘The one real difficulty is the money: question, but the Government know 
qnite well that for such a purpose they have only to apply to the two Governments, 
and thoy are only restrained from doing, so. by the insensate anti-Russian agitation of 
the ultra-Nationalists, 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 


P.S.—Since writing the above I have received a letter irom the acting director of 
the Tndo-Furopean Telegraph Department, calling my attention to the alarming increase 
in tho number of acts of wilful damage to the telegraph line in the Fars province ; 
those acts of “wilful damago” are almost exclusively the breaking of insulators, and 
during the past month 377 insulators haye been broken, each breakage being 
accompanied by a partial, and sometimes a complete, irruption of wire suspended 
thereon. Mr. King Wood aids that the department gholams, who formerly were not 
called on to make repairs of this kind, save half-n-dozen times a-month, have now to be 
ongaged continuously upon this class of work, and are now frequently assaulted and 
robbed, Iam making strong ropresentations to the Persian Government on the 

vatter, 
©. MM. 





(27727) No. 170. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reveived August 2.) 


lahek, July 4, 1910. 

I1IS Majesty's Minister duly communicated to His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah 
the substance of your despatch No, 146 of the 27th October last, explaini 
attitude of His Majesty's Government in regard to the question of the Ture 
frontier in that district, and I have now the honour to transmit to you herewith copy 
of a despatch from His’ Majesty's consul-general at Bushire,* in which is enclosed a 
further letter from Lieutenant Wilson on this question. 

Lieutenant Wilson urges two additional reasons in support of the suggestion that 
ve should sock arguments that would enable us to set aside the recon ions 
the mediating commissioners and to uphold the boundary that has been recognised in 
practico by both parties for years past, and he requests that to enable him to examine 
the question on the spot thoroughly, he may be furnished with a tracing on the original 
scale of the maps prepared hy the commissioners in 1851. 

Colonel Cox generally endorses Lieutenant Wilson's remarks, and I venture 
myself to offer a few observations in support of them, F 

It may perhaps appear inconsistent that His Majesty’s Government should not 


* Consul-General Cox, No, 25, May 8, 1910 (not printed: see Persia,” May 28, section 2), 
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maintain the boundary recommended by their own commissioner, but I venture to 
submit that in the only circumstances in which the question of the frontier near 
Mobiammerah is likely to be raised, i.c., by the Turks, our position in arguing for tho 
formal recognition of the actual stats quo will be far stronger logically than that of the 
‘Tarks in attempting to repudiate it. ‘The supposition that the Turks would revive tho 
claim put forward by Dervish Pasha may, I think, be ruled out of court, and it is difficult, 
to see how they conld appeal to the recommendations of the mediating commissioners. 
‘They have almost invariably in the past, and more especially in recent years, studiously 
affected to ignore the findings of the commission, and their present attitude is indicative 
of a desire to act as though they were free to disregard its work entirely and examine 
the matter again ab origine. Such at least has beon their attitude in the pending 
frontier disputes in the Urnmia districts, where they have been endeavouring by not too 
serupulous means to create a claim founded on the argument of occupation, 
administration, nationality of inhabitants, &c., with little or no regard for tho findings 
of the Anglo-Russian Commission. In fact, the very arguments which they are 
endeavouring to make good in the case of Urumin are precisely those on which, with 
incomparably greater justification, Sheikh Khazal would rely at Mohammerah, to say 
nothing of the fact that his case is greatly strengthened by the existence of a de facto 
frontier recognised for years by the Ottoman authorities themselve: 

Tf there seemed fo be any reasonable prospect that the ‘Turks will admit. the 
mediation of the two Powers on the basis of the recommendations of the Anglo-Russian 
Commission in the Urumia districts, it would evidently be difficult for us to insist on 
any other basis at the southern end of the frontier; but that prospect is small, and in 
the circumstances I vonture to urge that it is perfectly legitimate for us, if not 
incumbent on us, in view of our relations with Sheikh Khazal, to sclect anothor line of 
argument, and especially that which the Turks themselves employ to make good their 
pretensions at other points of the frontier. 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





[27728] No. 171. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2, 


(No, 117.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 4, 1910, 
SARDAR ASSAD, the Minister of War, called on me on tho 27th ultimo, when. 
tho expression of popular feeling excited by the nationalists against Russia over the 
recent ingidents at Chargar and at Tabrees had reached its highest point, and asked 
me what I thought of the situation. I told his Excellency that observers well qualified 
to judge were asking themselves how long Russia would tolerate tho campaign of 
malicious agitation that was being conducted against her in Tehran, As for myself, 
T could not understand the extraordinary folly of these people. Could thoy ob 
realise that as Persia must have relations with Russia it was well that those relations 
should be good and friendly, and were they so insensate as to imagine that they could 
struggle against a Power whose armed forees alone were equal to one-third of tho 
entire population of Persia? And unfortunately the Government, instead of checking 
the pernicious clamour of that party, stood by and watehed public opinion. heing 
infected by it. Why did not the Minister for Foreign Affairs, whose special, duty 40 
was to foster good! relations betiyeon Persia and her neighbours, protest in ‘the 
Chamber against the campaign of the nationalists? Ihad never seon in the accounts 
of the proceedings of tho Medjliss a single occasion on which a voice had been raised 
against this suicidal agitation, and so far as I could learn the conduct of foreign 
relations was left entirely in the hands of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Mediliss, and the result was just what might bo expected from body of which ‘Taghi 
Zadeh, Hussein Kuli Khan, Wahid-ul-Mulk, and Hakim-ul-Mulls, all fanatical 
Russophobes, formed the majority. What possible chance was there of any Russian 
question obtaining a fair hearing from the committee, which never came into contact 
with the Russian Legation or with the British Legutiou, but which kept quite aloot from 
us, and sitting with closed doors probably worked itself up into hystories over fancied 
wrongs. ‘There must always be “incidents” between Russia and Persia the, aveat 
number of the, £0 to speak, “floating” population of doubiful or double nationality 
made that inevitable, and therefore it was the more necessary that every effort sliould 
be mate sae minimising them, and he, Sardar Assad, could be quite sure that. if 
7 2M 





these incidents were left to be settled by the Russian Legation and a competent 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, instead of being judged by a violently prejudiced 

Sgresponsble committe, the relaions between Persia and Russia would speedily become 
‘cable. 

Sardar Assad said he saw the trath of these observations, and, hinting that the 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs was totally unfitted for his post, promised that he would 
ikke himself the advoeate of a more conciliatory policy towards Russia. But, he 
Continued, the obstacle was the prolonged presence of the Russian troops. retorted 
by asking his Excellency why the Persian Government had made no reply to the 
intimation made by the Russian Minister about three weeks previously of the terms on 
Which he was willing to negotiate for their withdrawal? His Excellency said that the 
Cabinet crisis had prevented it, and went on to ventilate some of the grievances of 
Persit against Russia, but T cut, short his talo of woe by saying he was doing 
exuctly whet I had tried to warn him against, namely, expatiating on Persian wrongs 
Instead! of going to discuss them with the Russian Minister, who would always meet 
him in a most conciliatory spirit, Sardar Assad asked if T could guarantee that the 

‘ent's sentimentsand policy were really friendly. He entirely believed 
Poklewsky, but the proceedings of some Russian officials in 
‘ersin produced the impression that they were acting on secret instructions. I told 

Excellency that he only heard a one-sided account of these proceedings, and that in 
tho inajority of cases he would probably find, if he would take the trouble to discuss 
them with the Russian Legation, that, as ‘in the Tabre¢ incident, the Persians were 
‘at least us much respo ple as the Russians ; and as for the Russian Government, I 
could assure him that they desired good and intimately friendly relations with Persia 
no leas than ourselves. ; 

T havo. yentored to record this conversation at some length, as I think it will 
serve to depict fairly accurately the attitude of the Persian Government in Russian 
questions. 

(On leaving me, Sardar Agsad went to the Russian Legation, and, in. the cour 
conversation with M, Poklovwsley, the subject of the withdrawal of the Russian troops 

M, Poklowsky told the Minister for War of the bases of negotiation which 
in. ( namely 
(1) th 
Company's concession for exploration and prospecting, reqi 
the {uct Uhat for the past three years the disturbed! state of those regions has prevented 
the company from working; (2) the permission to import sixty motor, cars. duty-free 
for use on tho Resht=ehran road ; aud (3) the recognition of the orij $ 


«dar Assad at once said the first two points had been agreed on in pi 
alroudy, and that he could settle them definitively himself; to the third he made some 
slight demur, but he assured M. Poklowsky of his earnest wish to promote friendly 
negotiations about the troops. 

Up to the 3rd July, however, the Persian Government have given no sign of any 
desire to. discuss the question with M. Poklewsky, and on the 2nd, Sardar Assad 
declared in the Chamber that the Russians “have openly declared that they only search 
for protexts” russ Persia 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


P.S.—Sinco writing the above Lhave taken the opportunity of speaking in very 
much the same sense to Musteshar-ed-Dowleh, 
©. MM. 





{27729} No. 172. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Baward Grey, —(Received August 2) 

(No. 118) 

Sin, Gulahek, July 4, 1910. 
IN continuation of the telegram No. 271 of the 2nd July, in which I reported 

that, according to information received by His Majesty's consul at Tabreez, there 

tant al to be cerions grounds for apprehension that the Kurds might begin to commit 

excesses against the Christians in the Urumi ‘cts on_a large scale, T have the 

honour to stato that Mr, Shipley considers that the existing effervescence may be partly 
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ne to the irritation felt by the Kurds at the escape of a Christian woman from their 
clutches. According to the Kurds, the woman had voluntarily embraced Islam, but 
Mr. Shipley considers that this assertion is sufficiently disproved by the danger and 
sulfering she underwent to effect her escape. ‘The woman, who belongs to the Greek 
Orthodox Church, is now in safety at the French Catholic Mission, and the Russian 
Mi informs me that the Governor of Urumia has expressed himself to the 
Russian consul as feeling some uneasiness for the safety of the mission. 

It is possibly for this reason that the French Embassy at Constantinople, so 
M. Tcharikoff has telegraphed to M. Poklewski, is showing an interest in the state of 
those districts. 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





[27730] No. 173. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 


syndicate applvi 
option obtained by 
of the 22nd Junnary, 1909). 

He said that ho understood that Tis Majesty's Government were only anxious to bo 
assured that no third Power was behind the Dutch group, and he could assure me that 
this was not the caso; the Dutch syndicate hoped that. at least one-half of the capital 
would be British and the remainder Datch, and in the cireumstances he presumed that 
there would be no objection, I said I thought that he correctly described the attitude 
of His Majesty’s Government towards the project, hut that I could not of course givo 


him any ansiver until you had been consulted, and suggestod that the proper cours 
would be for the Nethérlands Minister in London to sound you. M, van Oudendijk, 
however, begged me to telograph to you. 

In answer to my questions, M. van Oudendijk said that the revival of this schomo 
had been mooted not by himself, but by a member of the Medjliss, whose namo he was 
obviously disinclined to reveal, but he could not say whether the Dutch syndicate had 
F found any financial backing in, Bugland; go far ashe knew, the only attempt 


heen made to Mr. Lynch by M. van Roggen, a Dutch engineer from the 

st Indies, who made a survey at Ahwaz in January 1905, It will be wit 
your recollection that this gentleman's work was adversely criticised by Major Morton, 
who was deputed by the Government of India to examine the prospects of successful 
irrigation in the interests of the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

M. van Oudendijk seemed to possess a very limited acquaintance of the question, 
and appeared to think that the site of the contemplated works was in Bakhti 
country. 

He concluded by saying that he had reason to believe that the acquisition of tho 
concession would be rendered easier if the Persian Government were loft under the 
impression that the enterprise was purely Datch, and ho therefore asked that His 
Majesty’s Legation would show no interest in it. 

I presuine that if the Dutch syndicate are able to satisfy His Majesty's Govern- 
ment a8 to the origin of the capital to be invested, it would be difficult to raise 
objections to the scheme being pursued here, more especially as irrigation works are 
not among those which we have specified as affecting our political or strategic 
interests. 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 








[27731] No. 174. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 120.) 
Sir, Gulahel, July 7, 1910. 

AS you may remember, Dr. Sadowski, the ex-Shah’s Russian. physician, over whose 
re-appointment there was so much difficulty after the revolution, died while on leave in 
Tussia last spring. 

On learning of Dr. Sadowski’s death, the Russian Minister consulted Sir G. Barclay 
whether he should recommend his Government to press for the engagement of a 
suecussor, and enquired whether Dr. Lindley, whose contract will expire in the course 
of this year, intended to apply for a renewal of his contract. Having heard a few days 

rovionsly from Dr, Lindley that he did not wish to remain longer in Tehran, Sir G. 
Barclay informed M. Poklewski in that sense, and the latter replied that in that case 
ho would advise his Government not to press for the appointment of a successor to 
Dr. Sadowski. When he lieard of Dr. Sadowski's death, Dr. Lindley changed his mind 
and informed Six G, Barclay that if he could count on being the only foreign doctor 
attached to the Shah he would apply for an extension of his engagement, to which 
Sir G. Barclay replied by pointing out to him that, if he made the application, 
M. Poklowski would certainly pross for the appointment of a Russian physician also. 
Dr. Lindley said that this altered the ease, and he would like to have time to consider 
his final decision, 

Subsequently M. Poklewski, who had apparently deferred his intended advice to: 
his Government, received an enquiry from St. Petersburgh whether it was desirable to 
appoint a successor to Dr. Sadowski, and he. informed Sir G. Barclay that le proposed 
to reply. that he should be authorised to inform the Porsian Government that the 
Russian Government would not press the matter except in the event of the appointment 
of 4 foreign medical man to the Palace; this advice was, of course, tantamount to 
barring Dr. Lindley’s re-engagement, as if only on the score of economy the Persian 

Jovernment would, to avoid boing forced to accept a Russian, have decided not to 

Buropean at all. 

stood thus on my arrival, and in talking the ease over with M, Poklewski, 

I pointed out to hin that the course he proposed would result in the immediate loss of 

two votes on the Sanitary Council, and very probably in tlic eventual gain of one vote 

to the Germans, There were several officials in the Shah’s entourage who bad been 

, and should the Shah's state of health at any time make it 

ble to call in Buropean medical advice, their influence would probably secure the 

selection of a German, following the precedent of Professor Danisch in 1907. ‘This had 

only to occur onge or twice and we should see a German doctor appointed first. as 

ry physician, and Tater ‘an in ordinary to the Palace, and the Russian 

minent would then be in the invidious position of having to force the Persian 

-nnient to engage a Russian doctor also. It seemed to me that the easier course 

of allowing Dr. Lindley to renew his engagement (which, I understood, would be a 

simple anatter provided the Russian Government didnot insist, on the appointment of 

a successor to Dr, Sudowski) was also tho more politic. Dr. Lindley took no interest 

whatover in polities, and Russian influence at court was, thought, well represented 
by M. Simimnoyw, the Shah's tutor, 

MM. Poklewski concurred in this view, and said he would defer replying to his 

fovernment until Dr. 1 ne would apply. for his 

hgngemient oF not. same timo hie y to the Persian Minister 

for Foreign Affairs that if a European physi Shah were appointed, the Russian 
Government would cla the right to noiinato a successor to Dr. Sadowski 

About ten days ago Dr. Lindley informed me that he was applying for a renewal 
of his engagement with the Porsian Government, But he was suggesting that, instead 
of being merely physician to the Shab, he should be nominated consulting physician to 
tho Shah, medical adviser to the Persian Government, and chief medical ollicer of 
‘Yohran, ' Ag consulting physician lie would he much less frequently at the Palace than 
hitherto, which he thought would render his appointment less unacceptable to the 
Russian Government, while, as a medical officer, he could render valuable services to 
the Government and municipality, 

__M, Poklowski, whom'T at once apprised of the proposal, said that he would advise 
his Government to acquiesce in it and not to press for the nomination of a successor to 
Dr, Sadowski. 


Dr. Lindley's proposed new contract contains no time limit, but simply provides 
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that it can be terminated at will by either party, in which case Dr. Lindley would 
receive one year's salary. This arrangement puts it in the power of the Persian’ 
Government to escape from the circumstances in which the Russian Government might’ 
press for the engagement of a Russian physician. 
Thave, &e, 
t CHARLES M. MARLING. 


(27732) No. 175. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived August 2.) 


(No. 121. Secret.) 
Sir, j Guta, Ju) 8, 1910. 

HIS Majesty’s Ambassador has been 80 good as to send me a copy of his despatch 
No. 387 of the 18th June, giving what purports to be tho substance of a telegram 
recently sent by the Turkish Ambassador in Tehran to the Sublime Porte, describing 
the views of the Regent on the situation of Persia in regard to the neighbouring 
Powers. 

T see no reason to doubt the authenticity of the document which has come into’ 

ir Gerard Lowther’s possession, for it is precisely the kind of report which Hassib) Boy. 
might be expected to send; but on the other hand, it seems to me to be extremely 
unlikely that the Regent, who is such an adept at sheltering himself behind amiable 
gensralties as to have earned the nickname of the “Gramophone,” would have given 
ance to so very definite a statement as that set forth in the telegram. Probably 
y, who is a ready talker, gave his own view of the situation to 
Naib-es-Sultanch, who sometimes politely assented to, or at least did not. differ 
from, and sometimes gently amended, the Ambassador's views, and in reporting to 
Rifaat Pasha, Hassib Bey made it appear as though the Regent had volunteered a 
general sketch of his own views. 

‘The statement itself is not without interest, as I think that, making allowances for 
the inevitable colouring given by its author, it sums up pretty fairly the present state 
of public feeling, ‘The intention ascribed in the first paragraph to Great Britain is 
undoubtedly that held popularly since the two Powers enunciated the conditions on 
which they were prepared to respond to tho Persian request for an adyance in 
February Jast, and it is not one from which the Regent would seriously dissent if it 
were suggested to him by the representative of another Power. "Tho reference to 
Germany is, I think, fairly representative of Persian views, i.e., they have no belief in 
German disinterestedness, but believe that her policy here is directed to achieve ono 
or both of two objects, ie, cause dissensions between Russia und ourselves, and gain 
some commercial advantage for herself. 

‘The rest of the statement amounts to no more than an admission that, if Persia 
as to be absorbed hy a foreign Power, Persians would find the process less intolerable 
at the hands of Moslems than of Christians. It is trno that the Turkish encroachments 
in the Urumia districts now attract little notice, but in the winter of 1907-8 popular 
feeling ran high on the subject, and I believe that the same may very well occur 
again, when the Russian detachments have been withdrawn, 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(27733) No. 176. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived August 2.) 
(No. 122.) 
Gulahek, July 8, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a statement, (raulated by Mr 
Churchill, of the receipts and expenditure of the national fund whieh has been prepared 
and presented to the Medjliss by the treasurer, Vekil-ul-Roaya, Vekil-ul-oaya, the 
Hamadan deputy, as you are aware, is an influential and trusted member of the 
Medjliss Committee for Financial Questions, and in the course of his duties he has 
unearthed and exposed with uncompromising rectitude a number of those abuses 
which were so common under the old régime, and of which many probably. still 
survive. He has thus made a host of enemies among those who are interested in the 
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continnation of such abuses, and in these circumstances it is pormissible to assume 
that the general belief that a recent question asked in the Medjliss calling in question 
the Vekil’s integrity was due to the intrigues of persons to whose interest it was to 
discredit him, and that the publication of this statement is meant as a vindication of 
his stewardship of the fund. 

‘The list of the contributors to the fund, and of the sums paid by them to the fund, 
is interesting reading, A significant fact is that against the modest sum of 50 tomans 
paid by Mirza Mohsin Khan we find the note “paid yoluntarily.” It is the only 
contribution so honourably mentioned, and it would thus seem to point to two 
conclusions : first, that only one individual in the Persian Empire has sufficient faith 
in the new ordor of things to offer his mite in its support; and, secondly, that the other 
contributions are, in the majority: of cases, really exactions from persons who are 
mown to have amassed wealth under the old régime, and whose sincere conversion to 
the constitutional erced has yet to be proved. ‘That this is true in the case of the 
Jargest contributor, the Zil-es-Sultan, who is mulcted in the large sum of 224,245 
tomans (more than 40,0001), in ciremmstances too well known to be repeated here, 
cannot be denied, and the merest glance at the other names in the list leaves no 
reasonable doubt that most of the other contributors had scarcely more choice in the 
matter than His Imperial Highness. 

‘The assessment of these ‘* benevolenc 























appears to have been made in accordance 
with the supposed wealth of each individual, allowance being made for the orthodoxy 
or otherwise of his political opinions, ‘Thus, Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh’s contribution is as 

,300 tomans ; while Moineut-Tujjar, who is credited with great riches, is, a8 a 
prominent member of the first Medjliss, let off with the modest sum of 20,000 tomans. 
From the legal point of view, an exaction of this kind is no doubt indefensible, but the 
general public opinion in this country approves it as a natural act of retributive 
justice, and those who condemn it as a sorry example of the way in which constitutional 
government is understood in this country should remember the straits in which the 
young Government found itself for money. 

‘Tho total sum thus collected amounts in all to 739,046 tomans, of which about 
300,000 tomans are represented by real estate, promissory notes, and securities, which 
apparently have not yet all been realised in cash, ‘The cash receipts amount, in round 
figures, to 437,000 tomans, and nearly all of this has been paid over to the Ministry of 
Winance ; out of this sum 120,000 tomans have been applied to the expenses incurred 
in the military operations in Azorhajjan, and 110,000 tomans to the payment of the 
Mujaheddin, an irregular force under little control, whose usefulness is 
‘eomme! 
rather a m 






































CHARLES M. MARLING. 












Enclosure in No. 176. 





Transtatioy of a Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure of the National Fund 
prepared by Vekil-ul-Roaya, 


Subscriptions Collected. 


‘Tomans ‘Tomans kr, ¢. 

















Haji Amie Nizam Manada 20000 0 0 
Ikbit-ed-Dowleh & 500 0 0 
Tiikllarot-Tujjar « i 2,000 0 0 
Aitieal-Aulk (tho Tate) 3000 0 0 
‘Amjud-od-Dowieh .. 700 0 0 
BahaouleAfulk Hawadani 2,000 0 0 
Aefa-ed-Dowleh (east and house) 10,000 0 0 
Urinco Raha-ed-Dowleh 1,000 0 0 
ab damnsbi 2,000 0 0 

WesbivetulMulle <2 fy 2954 0 0 
Salar Mansue 250 0 0 
Dabir-ed-Dowleh 200 0.0 
SandeuleSulk 7245 19 
Haji Seyyid-es-Sulianeh 1100 0-0 
yid-ul-Molk (the late 201000 0 0 

cv Suif-ed-Dowleh (shares in Astara Road), 5,000 0 0 
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Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh— 
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Prince Farman Farma— 


Paid by him to Mujabidin (not in Financo Ministry's 
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Vaghiullah Mirza Sipahsalar) 
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Draft on Premier 
Draft on Mustaufi-el-Mamaleh 
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Prince Nayer-ed-Dowleh— 
Estates ia Nishapur 











jer Serraf (claim oni Mobammed Ali Mirza) 
Btemsd-ul-Harem (shares in Sherket Umoumi) 
Mohazib-ul-Mulk os 
‘Ali Khan Mastaui 














‘Tomans Kr. c. 


ltan's promissory note -~ 

‘Sultauich’s promissory note 
Haji Parajs promissory note |. 
Haji Hagler Serraf's promissory note ian Oo 


Majd-od-Dovlels 
Nadsor-esSultanet's 
yer-el-Dowlel's 
week urdst 0 0 
Shareefa Avtar Road. 


ny Sherkot Omoumi ++ aeons 


Paid to Mukbber-es-Sultaneh 
iy Ministry of inance . 


‘Total receipts. ” 739046 1 90 


ived in eash by the Ministry 
rdi he of 439,046 tomans 1 kr, 30 ¢. [?) received: in cash by rhe x 
of Fee ete ‘no concern of mine, I give the following approximate account 
of its expenditure for the information of the honourable membe 


‘Tomans kr. c. 
‘or repairs (to the Madjlish (2)), ey tn accordance with draft of 


i ‘Askabad and Bar sds 


Paid to Mujahidin aga 


thor expenses + 





(27734) No. 177. 
Mn, Marling to Sir award Grey—(Received August 2.) 


ie ee Gulahek, July 2 1910, 
my Sir G elegram No. 822 of the 31st December, 1909, 
VINE. reference to Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 822 o Jecemnber, 
Thane the heaters to report that Mx George New took up his work in the Persian 

‘Dele, Jopartment on the Ist instant P bli ade 
Se aS Rega EEN STARE Moiiisg would not allow the contagion 
of any contract unless signed by Mr New himself. Tt was pointed out t 
aoe cone tie aarvicoee the tadia Office, Me. New could not gator into 
and that the arangement could only tbe concluded between the Persian 
and the Indo-European ‘Pelegraph Departinent, but the new Minister of ‘Tele 
Motanedi-Khakhan, declined to take the responsibility of disregarding the absurd 
objections of tho Chamber by signing the contract with the department. He, however, 
ropeatodly and urgently Ito Alt, King-Wood that Mo. New should take up is 
wwork at the Persian administration, and it was finally arranged that to et aver the 
difficulty ofthe eoatract, Me. King-Wood should write a letter to Motamed-{-Bhakhan, 
all the stipulations, of the draft coutract, and. providing that Mr. 
salary Shae be retained ont of the payasents 1 bea fn he deparment tthe 
Porsinn Ci t. The letter was acknowledged by the Minister of ‘Telegraphs 
retest prospects of enlyrorgsaign of the Persian deartont 
that an unreasonable objection of the Medjliss should have caused a delay of some 
six months in so simple a matter. Tiree . 
‘CHARLES M, MARLING. 


eee 
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127738) No, 178. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Groy.—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 125.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 12, 1910, 

TY’ uy telegram No. 268 of the 30th ultimo, I had the honour to report that an 
insurrection of a somewhat serious nature had broken out in the province of 
Kermanshab, 

Daoud Khan, at the head of the Kalhor tribe, recently appeared with 1,800 men 
at Mahidasht, some 20 miles from Kermanshah, asserting that he hoped to arrange with 
the Governor-General the affairs of his tribe. 

In view of the grave situation in Luristan, where Sardar Akram has formed a 
coalition of tribes and threatens Kermanshah and Hamadan, His Majesty's acting 
consul and his Russian colleague pointed ont to the Governor-General tho desirability 
of Daoud’s Khan's departure, His Excellency replied that he hoped to persuade the 
latter to withdraw in a few days, but, failing success, he would seek the consuls’ 
mediation. The Russian Minister and { thereupon instructed the two consuls, should 

m apply to them, to use their influence with Daoud, and to visit him if 


The Governor-General, however, made no application to the consulates, but on the 
‘28th ultimo left the town and with his Joyal Sinjabi force attacked Daoud. So far from 
realising his hope of inducing Daoud to withdraw, he was repulsed with heavy loss 
and returned to Kermanshah. ‘The khan then informed the consuls that, having beon 
thus wantonly attacked by the Nizam, he sought the aid of the two Powors to sottlo the 
matter in dispute; he would accept any proposals they might rake, and desired an. 
interview with the Governor-General. 

Meanwhile his Excellency, without making any fresh overtures to the consuls, was 
showing marked signs of again taking precipitate action, and, to obviato the danger of 
such a course, the two consuls proposed a settlement by the payment of arrears of 
taxes and the limitation of Daoud’s activity to his own territory. 

AM. Poklewsky aud T have authorised the consuls to inform the Nizam of Daoud’s 
letter, and, subject to his Excellency’s concurrence, to try,to arrange terms with Daoud, 
and, if necessary, by reason of the Nizam’s refusal to accept the consuls’ assistance, to 
advise him to submit to the Government. 

‘The Persian Government, to whom I did not fail to make representations in the 
sense of your telegram No, 201, have informed nie that Daoud has professed his loyalty 
to the central Government, and my latest information is to the effect that ho has retired 
some 15 miles farther from Kermanshah. 

Thave, &e. 
OHARLES M, MARLING. 





(27787) No, 179. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—-(Received August 2.) 

(No, 126.) 

Sir, Gulahek, July 12, 1910, 
SINCE I wrote my despatch No. 114 of the 2nd July the reports which have 

received from His Majesty's consul-genoral at Ispahan showed that the stato of affairs 

on the roads converging at that city from Shiraz and Ahwaz was growing daily worse, 

and Mr, Grahame at last described the neighbourhood as being “ terrorised by Kashgai 


ig found that notes to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and verbal 
representations to the Minister of Interior or Minister of War are equally useless, 
the former being merely referred to the Medjliss Committee for Foroign Affairs and 
the latter met with unfulfilled promises, it seomed to me necessary to take some other 
means of forcing the attention of the Government to the necessity of restoring order, 
and I therefore, as reported in my telegram No. 281 of the Sth July, instructed 
Abbas Kuli Khan, Nawab, to gain adinitfance to tho next couneil of Mfuisters and 
give them clearly to understand that His Majesty's Government could not much longer 
tolerate the almost total suspension of British trade, I encloso a memorandum by 
Abbas Kuli Khan of his interview with the Ministers, at which Musteshar-ed-Dowleli, 
the president of the Medjliss, was also present. Abbas Kuli Khan appears to have 


carried out his mission with great tact, for without himself making any mention of the 
(0738) 20 
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possibility of our sending troops, he succeeded in leaving behind him the impression 
‘that His Majesty's Government may be compelled to take that course ; and he did 
so without arousing any resentment. I have some hopes that, although it seems 

ractically certain that the present Government will fall, the good impression will not 

lost on their successors. But except under very strong pressure I am convinced 
fhiat the Persian Goverment, whatever it may be, will do nothing. It is not: that its 
tmombers could not do something; if they would employ the old-fashioned means the 
“task is not one beyond their powers, but the general sense of the Medjliss is against 
that course, and is even more averse from the appointment of the men whose 
‘experience, acquired under the old régime, would ensure the success of those means. 
Tiven these objections might be surmounted if the Cabinet were in earnest. But 
unfortunately the Cabinet, is much too occupied with its own internal squabbles and 
intrigues to look to the interests of the country, and until it receives a warning so 
serious that it cannot be disregarded, the same indifference to. our protests and 
Fepresentations will continue. 

On the morning of the 10th I received a report by telegraph from Mr. Grahame, 
the substance of which [forwarded to you in my telegram No, 282 of the same day, 
that the presence of 200 to 300 Kashgais in the town and the intended departure of 
the governor and a considerable quantity of the troops at his disposal gave rise to 
some anxiety. As the Cabinet had once more tendered its resignation, I at once sent 
telegraphic messages to the under-seeretaries at the Department of tho Interior and 
for Foreign Affairs requesting that energetic measures should be taken for the 
maintenance of tranquillity in fepahian ; nnd having oecasfon tho samo. afternoon to 
call on Musteshar-ed-Dowleh, who, though he has just resigned the presidency of the 
Medjliss, is certain to take some office in the new Cabinet, I spoke to him very earnestly 
‘on the deplorable state of the southern provinces, and he promised to use his influence 
to restore security. 

Thaye, &, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Enclosure in No, 17 
Memorandum by Abbas Kuli Khan, 


BY Mr. Marl struction I proceeded to town yesterday to speak to the 
Cabinet about: the increasing insecurity on the roads 
the Grand Vizier in the Parlianent bull 
come on the part of His Maj ‘affaires to put certain matters before the 
Cabinet, His Hxcelleney ushered me into the adjacent room where all the Ministers 
were sitting. After tho ust hange of compli Tasked leave to read ont to 
thom the three notes which His Majesty's chargé res had written to the P 

i Southern Persia. Notwithstanding 


eign Office about the deplorable si 
r protest that they had already seen the notes, I proceeded with the reading out of 
the last note of Mr. Marling’s, dated the 6th July. ‘The nd Vizier replied that if 
the present state in the northern provinces were to be compared with that of last year, 
it would he seen how much improvement was made, but in spite of that, the Russian 
and British Legations were always complaining at, the slightest quarrel even between 
udividuals. [ remarked that whatever might be the state of the northern 
provinces, the condition of the south was such that I did not believe that it could be 
tolerated much longer by His Majesty's Government, who are constantly approached 
dy the firms and traders doing business with Persia complaining of the increased 
insecurity in Southern Persia, What would be the ultimate result? I enquired 
Sardar Assad, Minister of War, at onco replied that the Persian Government highly 
appreciates tho friendliness hitherto shown by His Majes Wwernment in avoiding 
to make a military demonstration in the coimtry. OF course, his Excellency said, 
200 Indian sepoys would have restored order in Southern Persia, ‘To show their 
gratitude, T said, the Persian Goverment should take some steps to relieve This 
Majesty's Government of their anxiety by restoring order on the trade routes. 
Sardar Assad replied that, with regard to the Kashgai brigands near Ispaban, the 
Bakhtiatis have been ordered to pursue and punish them, but with regard to the 
Aisorder in Fars, a racial change in the administration of that province is intlispensable, 
and that the Cabinet is now engaged in discussing the matter, the result of whieh 
Would be communicated to His Majesty's Legation in the form of a reply to its notes 
addressed to the Foreign Office on the subject, 
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The Sardar added that when I spoke to him some time ago in support of the 
‘Soulet-ed-Dowleh he did not fail to point out to me that the Soulet was unworthy. 
I replied that His Majesty’s Legation has never supported Soulet or any other person, 
‘but I, in accordance with my instructions, only urged upon the Persian Government in 
a private and friendly manner the necessity of avoiding any conflict between the 
Soulet and his brother, the Zaigham-ed-Dowleh, hat might lead to serious 
complications in the south. 

I may add that in the course of conversation the Grand Vizier referred to the 
force at the disposal of the Governor-General of Fars for the purpose of keeping order 
in his province. I could not help remarking that governors did not always use the 
force at their disposal in the right way, but sometimes for their personal interest, and 
that the Cabinet was, no doubt, a better judge as to whether that was the case with the 
present Governor-General of Fars, 

With regard to the trouble in the neighbourhood of Kermanshah, the Cabinet 
informed me that Daoud Khan had already telegraphed his allegiance to the Persian 
Government, and that there was no ground for any anxiety as to tho safety of 
foreigners in that town. 


ABBAS KUL, 
uly 8, 1910. 





(27738) No, 180, 
Ar. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2) 


Confidential.) 
Gulahiek, July 12, 1910, 

IN view of the overtures which Messrs. Seligman are making through Mr. Moore 
for the negotiation of a loan to the Persian Government, I venture to offer a few 
remarks on the possibilities of such an operation, 

As T endeavoured to show in my despatch No, 102 of the 15th June, the revenues 
of the Customs are barely sufiicient to meet the charges imposed upon them, and there 
can therefore be no question of their serving as security for tho sorvico of other 
advances, The other revenues which might so serve are the profits of the mint and 
tho passport fees, Tt is ealeulated that, for the current year, the mint may yield ay 
much as 1,000,000 tomans, or, in round figures, 190,000, which, if it could be eounted 
on to amount to the same figure every year, would offer ample security for any loan 
that Persia could reasonably require, But the essential clement of stability is wanting ; 

ny 


8 to the passport fees, it is estimated that under good administration they should 
yield at least 300,000 tomans, or something like 60,0001, ‘The greater part of these 
foes are levied at the Persian consulates in the Caucasus, and, until a yéar ago, the 
peculation that was practised was such that the Government received little or nothing, 
Saad-ed-Dowleh however obtained from tho Chistoms the services of M.D'Hoedt, who, in 
the face of every imaginable form of obstruction and even intimidation, succeeded in 
introducing a certain measure of reform, T have not been able to learn what tho 
actual yield to the Treasury from this source now is, but if the collection of these fees 
passed from European back to Persian hands, the revenue therefrom would to all 
intents and parpos and would therefore be a very questionable security for a 
foreign Joan. I should perhaps have recalled that the passport revenues are to be 
pledged as a collateral guarantee for the contemplated internal loan, but: the’ prospects 
of the success of that operation are so slender that for my present purposes the fuct may 
Ibo negleoted. 

The revenues from the Post Office aro nil, and those from the ‘Telographs are 
already affected to the service of the Sterling Loan of 1903-4, 

‘The Persian Government have, of course, an asset in their shares in the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company; but as no dividend is expected to. be paid until the oil passes 
through the pipeline to Abadan Island, the date of which is uncertain, the Persian 
Government's interest in the company is not yet available as a guarantee for a loan, 
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It will, therefore, not be an easy matter for Persia to pledge any revennes which 
will provide first-rate security for a loan of the magnitude contemplated by Messrs. 
Seligman, and even if the sufficiency of those revenues could be proved, their value as 
4 security must depend on the reliance which can be placed in the good faith of the 
Persian Government that they will be honestly administered and not diverted to other 
purposes, Past experience is not reassuring on this point; it is notorious, for instance, 
that the frequent arrears in the payments due to the English and Russian banks were 
not due to the insulicieney of the revenues of the Customs pledged to them, but to the 
diversion of considerable sums, and I regret to say that even now there are symptoms 
‘of the same disposition to evade obligations. or instance, as you are aware, under: 
the recent arrangement for paying off the debts to the Imperial Bank of Persia, it was 
stipulated that the net receipts of the southern customs should be paid direct to the 
hank. Yet it was three weeks before any such order was given by the Minister of 
Finance to the Administrator of Customs. It is true that the monthly instalments due 
to tho Imperial Bank of Persia have been paid, but since the 20th March up to the end” 
of last month less than half the requisite amount was paid from the southern customs, 
the balance, or at least a great part of it, being taken from the northern customs which 
are pledged to Russia, ‘The bank's interests havo not suffered of course, and T only 
cite the fact to show that even in a service under European administration the 







































sand 
ith a gross 
in is not far 
rassment of the Treasury may be 
of the allowance to the ah were 
pnid not from revenue but from the und” (seo my despatch No, 122), that 
the fourth quarter is overdue, and that the Government cannot even meet the oxpenses 
necessary (0 enable the young Shah to spend the summer in the country. As for the 
adininisiration, there is none in the European sense of the word; the Medjliss has 
shown signs of wishing to break down the ald. sy: to introducing 
souething better, but nothing hi is chaos. 
Tn thesocireumstances, then, it would app Minister of 
te that Persia cannot borrow at less than 7 per cent. interest is not very fa 
th, and that therefore any scheme for paying off and converting the debt to the 
1 Bank of Persia and Banque d’Escompte, an ion requiring more than 
2,000,001, is, for the present, practically out of the question. ‘The Persian Govern- 
ment might, of course, make a small annual saving if the loan were for a long period, 
aus, though the interest would not he reduced, the sinking fund payable yearly would be 
mich smaller. On the other hand, the bondholders would havo avery doubtful seeurity 
unless the Pt mument would be willing to plodge the State jewels. Until the 
last day or tivo, however, the Persian Government, misled by the loose proposals of 
auch persons as Mr, Osborne and Mr, Moore, who have, Lam told, been talking of 5 or 
per cont, loans issued at par, have had no notion of the real state of affairs, and 
Preece informs me that he has receiv rom the V 
advance of 400,000 at. 6 per cont, issi proposal is 
on tho part of the Persian Cloverament, but Mt thin 
look upon it as inacceptable, even though they have special reasons to give easy terms 
in consideration of obtaining a mining concession and a lien on the Persian 
Government's shares in the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. ‘The syndicate apparently 
Leliove that they can got as se lien on the telegraphs and on the surplus of the 
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customs, and if Mr. Preece is right in thinking that with this belief, they will decline 
Vekil-ul-Roaya’s proposal, it stands to reason that when they learn that these guarantees 





aro not available they will not entertain it for a m 
the opinion of eminent London financiers, Persi 
‘even a small advance at 6°3 per cent. at par, and pres 
gigantic deficit of the last twelve months. 

In these circumstances, therefore, I think that it may be taken for granted that no. 
financial operation having for its object the paying off of the debts to the two banks, 
which carry interest at 7 per cent., is, as a business transaction, practicable for the 
present. 
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The Medjliss and tho Minister of Finance are agreed that it is “impolitic ” to 
publish the budget at present, which it is to be hoped is an indication that they realise 
the serious, if not desperate, state of the country’s finances, and that they intend to 
how to the inevitable, and accept the guidance of foreign advisers in the ‘Ministry of 


Finance. As a matter of fact, I believe that the necessity of this step is genorally 
recognised and even advocated in principle by all parties, but no one cares to admit 
the unpleasant truth by acting on it. 


Lkave, &o, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 






[27739] No. 181, 
(ee) Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1910. 


T HAVE the honour to report that at the end of June Mollah Kazim Khorassani, 
ono of the leaders of the ‘“Ulema” of Nejef, addressed strong telegrams in identic 
terms to the Regent, the Cabinet, and the Assembly, urging the removal from the 
Medjliss of the deputy Taki Zadeh, on the ground that his activity was harmful to the 
country’s true interests. T have not seen the actual telegrams, but I hear on very good 
authority that he is therein accused of being irreligious and a danger to his country, 
Tt was at first generally surmised that this action on the part of the “ Ulema” of Nejet 
had heen dictated by the Sipahdar, to whom Taki Zadeh was most distasteful, and that 
the well-known Mujtehed, Seyyid Abdullah of Tehran, had had a hand in the 
transaction, but I am told on the same authority that this is not the case, I 
understand that the “Ulema” have received independent information from numerous 
sources respecting Taki Zadeh's line of conduct here, and that they conscientiously 
disapprove it. The result has been that Taki Zadeh has asked for, and has obtained 
without difficulty, three months’ leave with practically unanimous approval of the 
Medjliss. Whether he will leave or not, however, remains to be seen, 

‘Two other messages have reached ‘Tehran from the Mujteheds of Nejef; in one of 
them the Government is warned against its alleged tendency to actions irreconcilable 
with the Shari Law, and in the other a strong protest is mado against vicious financial 
administration and the imposition of new taxation, such as the recent imposts on salt, 
opium, &e. If this is so, and I have every reason to believe in the correctness of my 
nformation, the assertions so often made that the “Ulema” of the sacred cities aro 
playing into the hands of the reactionaries seem incorrect; the idea has probably 
ee ros the fact that two or three noted adherents of the ex-Shah are in residence 
at Nejef, 

Even the denunciation launched against Taki Zadeh appears to ine to be quite 
consonant with constitutional views. Taki Zadeh’s sincerity of purpose no one will 
deny ; but his utility to the cause of freedom in Persia ceased with the abdication of 
Mohammed Ali, and he would probably now best serve his country by taking an 
almost passive part in public affairs, 























Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 









(27741) No, 182, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Biward Grey. 





—(Received August 2.) 


(No. 131.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1910. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 105 of the 17th June, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of the principal events that have 
occurred in Persia during the past four weeks, 
Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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Enclosure in No. 182. 









Summary of Bvents in Persia for four weeks ending July 15, 1910. 













Tehran. 

























j ‘DHE Cabinet was dissolved shortly after the resignation on the 7th July of the 
| president of the Medjliss, and on the 14th July, when Sipahdar and Sardax Assad wore 
tleted to be deputies, Mustauf-ul-Manalok announced that he had been entasted Dy 
the Regent with the formation of @ new Cabinet. : 
“On the Ist July Yeprem Khon (Davidian) and Sardar Bahadur arrived at Tehran 
from Azerbaijan, bringing with them'a number of prisoners captured in the recent 
expedition they led in those parts. 








‘The Medjliss, 


On the 14th June the regulations and conditions for an internal loan of 1,000,001. 
at 7 per cent, interest, repayable in twenty annual instalments, guaranteed by the 
Grown lands and passport revenues, were passed by the House. : 

At tive sitting of the 16th June the renewal for four years of the contract 0 
M. Momard, the Belgian Director of Customs, at a salary of 50,000 fr. «-year was 
approved, One of the dsputies, however, seized the opportunity to make an attack on 

, Mornard. : = 

eT ronitie: 16th Japa he Eue approved the grant of a pension of 350 tomans 
a-year to M, Bontemps, a former official in the Customs, who had to retire owing to 
the loss of his reason, ‘Furthermore, 200 tomans were allotted to his two daughters 
ill they come of age. 4 . 

" moe the Zist June the report of the War Office and Budget Committees regarding 
the proposed purchase of 90,000 rifles of the latest pattern was read. It was decided 
to send a deloyation of throe persons to Kurope to make enduities on che subject 

On the 23rd June w committee was elected to inspect the accounts of the Ministry 
nance, It is understood, however, that the intention was to examine the accounts 
Customs Administration. . . . 

On the 25th June the Budget Committee's report dealing with the proposal of the 
Minister of the Interior to. purchase 50,000 Mauser pistols was read. ‘Taki Zade used 
this as an opportunity: to make a long speech strongly criticising’ the Goveroments 
policy, Ho pointed out the danger of psig iolated propels of this nature before 
the budget had been presented to. the House ‘ cn 

Tho sitting of the 29th June was remarkable on account of the insubordination of 
‘ono of the members to the president, who, in order to enforce his authority, left. the 
House, ‘The incident showed that the president's popularity was great 
He had always attempted to shield the Cabinet, at ate af tings, 
but on the 2nd July he was unable to hold bi y longer. Sheikh 
Ismail Hashtroucl ions with some 
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of the Cal inisters respecting the atti f Russia, Sardar Assad, he 
declared, had said that the Russians havo openly declared that they only 
quite & i .” He led 

the Medjliss wa inet Ministers 








1 of thei pass a 
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to him. This move on Taki Zade's 
Ulema of Nejef, who telegraphes 
urging the deputy’s removal owing to 
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the Imperial Bank f 
committer was elected to examine b : . 
from the Zil-es-Sultan and thers, At the sitting of the 2nd instant the committee 
read their report and Vekil-ul-Roaya subsequently made a speech. a 

On the Sth July further attacks were made on the Cabinet, and on the 7th the 
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president of.the Medjliss, Mustashar-ed-Dowleh, tendered his resignation, which was 
accepted by the House without comment, Zoka-ul-Mulk was elected to replace hitn. 

On the 11th July Sipahdar and Sardar Assad attended, and were elected deputies 

by a majority, in the plice of members who have resigned, as provided in the Blectoral 

Taw. ‘ustaufi-ul-Mamalek announced that the Regent bad entrusted him with the 

formation of a Cabinet, which he hoped soon to present to the House. Both Sipahdar 

and Sardar Assad addressed the House in suitable terms, reminding tho members of 

their entry into Tehran a year ago, assuring them of their complete disintorestedness, 

to support the nation in the task before them, ‘These words wero 

reeeived with loud cheers. 








The Press. 


Not content with the publication of violent attacks against Russia, and incidentally 
against Great Britain, in the Persian language, one of the daily papers has started to 
publish one sheet in French. A weekly paper called the “Indépendance Persane” 
how also appears in French, ‘A specimen of the former is attached. 

: G, P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary. 


Tabreez. 


The situation in Azerbaijan has remained normal. ‘Two incidents at ‘Tabrees in 
which Russian troops were concerned have already been reported, 





Reaht 
1. At the end of May a Russian named Subulof, employed on a Persian tea-garden 
near Sari, quarrelled with a fellow Persian employé and shot him dead, Ho then went 





to Susi, accompanied by his Armenian servant, and gave himself up to tho police, Next 
day the body of the murdered man was brought. to Sari, and Subulof and his servant 
were put into prison; but the inhabitants of Sari took them out and killed them, the 
police being unable to stop the infuriated mob, ‘The Russian consul at Astrabad left 
for Sari to enquire into the matter, and the governor was subsequently dismissed, 

2. The Government troops under Yeprem and Sardar 
employed at Ardebil, passed through Resht on their way to Tehran in the middle of 
June. ‘They had with them fifty-nine Shahsovan prisoners, including the leading chief, 
Amir-i-Ashayer. 

3. His Majesty's vi 
Mr, Hart, of the Imp, 
absence. 




















consul left Resht on leave to Europe on the 6th Jily, 
Bank of Persia, officiates for Mr. Rubino during his 





Meshed. 


1. The state of the province continues tranquil, but the administration leaves much 
to be desired, owing partly to the multiplication of offices by the Persian Government, 
which renders it difficult for the various officials to know what duties: they are expected 
to perform and where their respective responsibilities begin and end, ‘The provincial 
assembly isa body devoid of either influence or retourees, and ita powse in locl polities 
may be said to be nil. The local Foreign Office agent recently informed Mujor O'Connor 
that the eastern frontier of Khorassan was in a rather disturbed stato, tho tribes being 
restless and robberies frequent, He attributed the unrest: partly to Russian agency. 
Rukn-ed-Dowleh seems to have had but little influence, and has been dismissed from the 
post of Governor-General. Sahib Ikhtiar has been nominated his successor. 

2. During June 5,568 cases were treated and sixty-four operations perfarmed in the 
consulate hospital. 











Seistan, 


1, The Russian consul, Baron Teherkassoff, arrived at Seistan from Bixjand on a 
i he 10th June. 

he province is generally tranquil, though Afghan gon-runners have rendered 
the Seistan-Kul Malik Siah road unsafe, The revenue is being. collected by the 
Customs and is coming in slowly, The village headmen complain bitterly to the 
Customs against the governor, and declare that unless something is dono to improve 
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their condition they will be forced to seek protection in one of the consulates, or, fuiling- 
that, to move into Afghan territory. 

'3, Captain McConaghey, His Majesty's consul in Seistan, arrived at Birjand from 
Meshed on the 4th June, 

4, Moo thousand one hundred and seventy-ight, cases were treated and thity- 
seven operations performed in the consulate hospital during May. 

5, The telegraph line between Dehanch and Kuh-i-Malik Siah was repeatedly 
interfered with by Afghan gun-runners during June. An arms caravan accompanied 
by 125 Afghans was at Baluch-Ab towards the end of June. ‘This was believed to be 
the last of the season, but on tho 11th July another caravan was reported to be near 
Bampur, Early in June some Afghan gun-runnors plundered the British rest-house 
and the Persian Customs official's house at Girdichah. ‘Their caravan consisted of 500 
to 600 camels, most of whose loads were arms, and was accompanied by 150 armed 
men, Birjand merchants have taken steps to have their goods stopped at Kuh-i-Malik 
Siah until the road is. safy. ‘The Indo-European Telegraph Department employés are 
also at Kuh-i-Malik Sinb, In spite of urgent representations, the Persian Government 
aye done nothing to stop the gun-runners, 














Ispahan., 


1, Lieutenant Ranking, His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, arrived at Ispahan on the 
28rd June, 

2, The condition of Ispaban town has continued normal. ‘The local assembly 
meets regularly, but does not appear to transact much business. ‘The roads to Ispaban 
wore safo during the first half of June, but during the latter half the Shiraz, Ahwaz, 
and Sultanabad roads were reported unsafe, and. several robberies occurred. On the 
Sultanabad road the robberies were the work of Lurs, who appear to have been raiding 
extensively. ‘They plundered the posts and killed several persous. ‘The robberies on 
tho Shiraz and Ahwaz roads were committed within « radius of 90 miles of Tspal 
tnd appear all to have been the work of Kasbgais, against whom the Bakhtiai 
Governo al. seemed Jined to take any measures, According to latest 
heh, to which plice Aga Norullah has gone to 
I ° ashgais have assembled in Ispahan itself, ‘The 
Porsian Government, however, state that there is no reason for disquietude on account 
of the movements of the Kashgais, Telegraphing on the 18th July, Mr. Grahame 
reported that earavans had come into Ispahan unmolested on the 12th and 13th, and 
that an cmissary from Soulet-ed-Dowleh had also arrived. On the Tehran road the 
posts have beon at times in with, This is attributed to the followers of Naib 
Tussein of Kashan, Naib Hussein apparently had to leave Kashan when reinforce- 
ent troops arrived. He was followed and attacked, and lost 
prisoners. On the 11th July his men robbed the post 
killing three Bakhtiari passengers and taking off fourteen 


Yeed. 


‘Phe town has remained quiet. A good deal of opposition has been displayed 
against certain ollicials sent from ‘Tehran to institute taxos on certain articles such as 
opiuin und firewood, owing to the fact that these articles are already taxed in Yezd by 
tho. governor. The latter appears. to. lave ‘supported, if he dil not instigate, the 
opposition, The officials concerned have referred the matter to Tehran. At Nain the 
‘attempt to impose theso taxes led to a crowd assombling in the British telegraph office 
and domanding redress from the Governor of Yeu. The question was referred to 
Tehran, and the tax on opium is now being collected without trouble. ‘The condition 
‘of the roads has been normal, though on the Kerman road exaggerated, accounts of a. 
robh fsinjan made muloteers nervous as to the safety of the road. A 
specie’ caravan of the Imperial Bank of Persia reached Kerman in safety. |The 
Parsees having failed to obtain a satisfactory reply to their appeal to Tehran in 
the case of the endowment house, mentioned in last summary, there has been a erop 
of cases in which Mabommedans question the correctness of” contracts, leases, &c., of 
Parsees. 








































from ‘Tehran nei 
post horses, 
































Kermanshah. 


1, The general situation and the conflict between the governor and the Kalbur 
tribe form the subject of a separate despatch, 

2, Ms, Knox took ovbr charge of His Majesty's consulate from Mr. MeDouall on 
the Lath June, 
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Hamadan. 


‘The Russian troops mentioned in last summary left for Kazvin towards the end of 
May. Their number is now given as three officers and thirty-three men, 






Kerman. 


The country generally is disturbed, and no road can be said with confidence to be 
safe, as the local authorities are unable to maintain orden. His Majesty's consul thinks 
that things are not likely to improve now that Kawam-ul-Mulk has left the province, 
The arrival of Sardar-i-Jang may have a good offect, but it is not: likely to restore 
order all at once throughout this lange province. On the 10th July a party of 500 Fars 
robbers had surrounded Sirjan, where fighting was in progress, ‘They had also plundered 
a post, burning the letters. ‘The people of Rafsinjan were much alarmed, 





Shiraz, 


The general situation in Fars shows, no improvement, ‘The Governor-Ceneral 
appears to be incapable, and, having used’ the Kawamis and Zaigham-ed-Dowleh to 
weaken Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s power, he has now alionated the former and will’ probabl 
alienate the latter. Meanwhile he has to some extent restored Soulet-ed-Dowleh’y 
and the only trade routes on which any traffic has taken place to Ispahan and 
are those which Soulet-ed-Dowleh insists on being used and’ for which he 
provides guards. He is reported to be at _Kumisheh, which is not in Fars but, in the 
province of Ispahan, ‘There seems little hope of any. improvement in. the situation 
until a capable governor is appointed. 











Prnstan Gute. 





Bushire. 





1, During the last week of May a c gnment of arms, said to be 500 rifles, was 
reported to have ded at Dilwar, a Tangistani port, It was suggested that the 
contraband had b ht over from Bahrei i it was received from the 
the Hamburg-Am ‘ica Line steamer “ Cheruski Haji Mohammed Hassan, Messrs, 
Wor igent, had apparently some connection with this consignment, a8 
he was seen showing threo now rifles as sainples for sale, 

On the Ist April Dr. Listemann notified His Majesty's consul-genoral that he 
med charge of the German vi nsulate fron Then Wassmuss, Ou the 
a notification reached His Majesty's consul: nn Herr Krumpeter, 

and Co.) that he had made over vegiun vice-consnlate 
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charge of the N 









. arya, Beyi, was in the middle of June still at Bunder 

Abtes! ‘Thc loeil astertly at Suntive Il almost ceased ta-eette, only syoicins 

of the six elected being still at Bushire, ‘Tho question of a fresh olection for the 

assembly had een referred to Tehran, Considerable uncertainty as to the aalaty of 

the roads to Shiraz and as to the road to be used seems to have existed during May and 

y Assistant § cl to travel mafly to 

On the Sth June it was 

that Soulet-ed-Dowlch had telegraphed to one of the Tangistani 

nnceforth caravans would use the F road, and that he would be 

the sifety of caravans passing through the country controlled I 

n question, Zayer Khudder, was reported to have offered the nov 

-General of Fars 8001, in the liope that caravans would be allowed to use the 

road passing through his jurisdiction, and that he would be given control of the port of 
Dilwar, the principal resort of smugglers. 
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Mohammerah, 


1, Mr, Ritchie, pipe line contractor of the oil comy 
He reported that work on the oil-fields was prac 
employés had struck owing to the depredations and blackinail of the guards, In hi 
opinion the return of an armed Indian guard can alone permanently improve matters, 
(1738) 2Q 





yy, arrived on the 27th April. 
tw standstill, as the native 
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. The sheikkh’s mistrust as to the intentions of the Bakhtiaris has not been 
dipallad by tho exshange of portfilios between Sardar Asead and Sipahdar and is not 
likely to cease until Sardar Assad leaves for Europe. Too much imy oes is me 
however, to be attached to these intertribal differences. According to Hadj Rais the 
ating ikhani and ibegat pay no attention to Sardar Assad’s commands,” ‘The question 
of the Kharran lands, nears Shuster, claimed by the Bakhtiari Khans, has been deci zi 
by the Minister of the Interior, who rejected the Bakhtiari claim. His Majesty's consu 

dors this very satisfactory. ey 

See ‘ist May ree ninals connected with the Minawi outrage who were 
wanted by the Turks were arrested by Sheikh Khazal and handed over with a polite 
note, On the 90th May the sheikh sent the val. polits note congratulating him on 
his return, and received a note couched in sual cordial langnage. ‘The ate a 
sent a temperately worded senhy to the vale letter accusing him of various illegal acts 
in regard to ‘Turkish interests and Turkish rule, 

- a ay ie beginning of June disturbances still continued at Shuster, and. ome) 
fifteen persons had heen killed in the fighting ‘The sheikh, being requested by the 

ral Government. to restore order, replied that he would do so if given a free 
hand. ‘The principal leaders on either side had arrived at Mobammerah: to see ihe 
sheikh, ‘The latest information states that the sheikh had succes eded in getting ord = 
resto In His Majesty's consuls opinion the Bakitiris have deliberately fomented 
the trouble, Except for riots at Shuster and Dizful, order is admirably maintained in 
the province, ‘This is due to the sheikh aud not to the Governor, who, having ee 
is quite incapable of governing Arabistan, He maintains good relations with the 
sheikh, 






























Aliwaz. 





1, M, I, 8, Gratama left Ahwaz for Europe on the 21st April, after handing over 
charge of the Dutch consulate to his compatriot M. P. ter Meulen, Russian consular 
ent, who returned from Europe on the 17th. ‘ 
Se TE Asian namelee ee bing himself variously as a German or Russian 
subject, arrived by caravan on the 2nd April, He stated that he was going from Baku 
taiBortiey, and ied eon robbed o all his property on the Bakhtiari road. ‘The latter 

statement proved on enquiry to be entirely fas 
Ou thy sth February, Ansadulls Mira, the Rus 
ormanshah at Burnjird, where he has taken up his residenc K 
me ath Mi aye unitate Ahwaz for ie an on the 22nd May by the’ Dinarun 
Valley route, 














an agent, arrived from 



















C. B. STOKES, 
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On the 26th June Lurs from Bi 
passengers aud wounding sev 
heighbouthood was suid to be in 


ord, killing five 
» horses. The 












Kermanshah, 





Fane Seis ines 
‘he post which left Kermanshah on the 16th June for Tehran was robbe 
Daulaeatae, and that from ‘Tehran to Kermanshah,due on the 27th, was aoe et 
Sorkhabeh, between Sultanabad and Kum, In both cases the robbers are supp. to 
have been Lurs. 





Hamadan. 


i , and 

On the 13th July the beans were closed as a protest against taxes, an 
disturlances were feared. ‘The cashier of the Russian Bank, swho is a Russian, had’ been 
maltreated. 
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27742) No. 183. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived August 2.) 

(No. 132, Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 15, 1910. 

THE Cabinet under Sipahdar and Sardar Assad appears at length to have resigned 
definitely after an existence of twelve months. For the last three months its situation. 
has been extremely precarions, so much so that for the major part of that time tho 
country has been in doubt whether Ministers were in office or not, ‘The Cabinet was 
never in any sense homogeneous and its cohesion has been constantly threatened by tho 
rivalry and personal interests of its members, but the main cause of its dissolution has 
been the progressively hostile attitude of the small but clamovous and plausible group 
of ultra-nationalists who consider that they represent the best spirit of young Persia. 
Their professed intentions for the regeneration of Persia are excellent, but in their 
desire to oust the Ministers, whom they deemed incompetent, they have entirely lost 
sight of the country’s interests, and their activity has resulted in paralysing tho 
sdinicatration In foreign affairs their action has been particularly pernicious, for it is 
owing indirectly to them that public opinion in ‘Tehran has boon sb wrought upon over 
the Russian incidents at Tabreez and Zenjan as to make the settlement of those 
incidents, which in themselves were of quite trivial import, so extremely difficult, Such 
a pitch of unreasoning hatred of Russia has thus been reached that Ministers have 
been afraid to confess that they have thought of compromise or even to admit {ucts 
that told in favour of Russia, “ But in spite of the importance which this party has 
been able to assume by posing as the champions of the country against the aggressive 
designs of Russia, I doubt whether Medjliss or even the general public uf Tehran, and. 
still less Persia, at largo, has the smallest confidence that, its members are capable of 
directing the aflaits of the country and it is this distrust which has, more than anything 
olse, kept the Sipahdar Cabinet so long in office, How conscious the Nationalists aro of 
their own weakness is shown by the fact that a mere telegram from the Mujtehed 
Mollah Kazim Khorassani, of Nejef, was nearly sufficient to drive Taki Zndeh, the most 
uncompromising wember of the party, in flight from the country. Still, weak us it 
really 1s, the Nationalists form the only purty in the Medjliss, and as discontent with 
the fiilur ® Government to effect anything towards. improving the condition of 
the country is rife in that Assembly, all the malcontents Appear to rally to tho baonor 





















































of the Nationalists, so that the Government were confronted to all appearance with a 
formidable opposition. Even so I believe that Sipahdar could have maintained. his 









position had he felt confident of the loyalty of Sardar Assad, but Sardar Assad has 
Troon eoquetting with the Nationalists fn the bali Gow teach his support they came 
into power he would be master of the situation. At the present moment, however, 
us there is no talk of his holding office in the new Cabinet, if seems as if Sardar 
Assad had fallen between two stools, Sipahdar, moreover, probably felt. that. the 

noment was ripe for his resignation, He must be aware that in the present. chaos, 
loth financial and administrative, of the country, there is no salvation except with the 
help of Great, Britain and Russia, with whou he has consistently advoeated ood 
relations, This reasonable poliey’ has, however, been. rendered. impossible. by the 
Nationalist party and “yellow” press, and he, therefore, has decided. th leave. te thone 
who have baulked him the task of rescuing Persia from the straits to which their 
short-sighted obstruction has brought her, He is probably, however, eonfident that his 
celipse is but temporary, and I haye no doubt that ho will use all the means at hig 
disposal to render it s0. 

As to the immediate cause of the fall of the Cabinet, accounts as usual are 
contradictory, though they so fur agree that the point at, issue was the engagement of 
foreign officials. T understand that the Nationalists and their friends ascort, thet 
Ministers refused to give effect to the decision of Medjliss that foreign advisers should 
be engaged for the Ministry of Finance, but considering that the decision of the 
Medjliss was taken on the motion of Vosoul ‘ed-Dowleh, the Minister of Finanee, and a 
member of the Nationalist party, this story seems in the last dogree improbable, The 
other account, which I have from a very well-informed and impartial Persian soutee, is 
to the effect that the Medjliss passed a resolution authorising the Government to engoge 
foreigners as advisers and instructors in several departments, and reeommended that foe 
the gendarmerie Italian officers should be selected ; that the Ministers pointed out. that 
Tussin would object to Ttalians as being subjects of a Great Power, and recommended 
~that a beginning should be made in the Department of Finance only. ‘The Medjliss, 
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however, insisted, their object apparently being to pay the Russian insistence that 
only Russian officers shall be employed ‘in the north, by coupling the two questions. 
My informant added that the Medjlics also insisted that the number of the financial 
fanctionaries should be six, not seven as proposed by M. Bizot, the seventh post, that of 
treasurer, to which M. Bizot attached special importance, being reserved adil 
Huzret, ‘Sadik Hazret’s qualifications for a post of so much trast appear to be 
that | ictotum,  fixet which should scarcely recommend’ him to 
tho Nationalist party of which he is ueyertheless.a prominent meinber. His reputation 
wdioere, 

Wat was the final quarrel is after all of small importance. ‘The D 
have succeeded in g Sipahdor, nod Sardar Assad and Mustashar 
ex-President. of the Chamber and colleuyue of Taki Zadeh, have t in thei 
with the fallen Premier, and their secession from the Nationalis they. persist i 
it, as seems at present, will render the formation of the new 
dificult. : 

The new President of the Couvcil of Ministers is Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek. ‘Th 
little experience he has of public affairs wos gained as Minister of War i eile 
Dowleh’s Cabinet lust year. He is uot credited with any. conspicuous ability, and 
thougli he is said to be financially em)arra-sed, his integrity has never been impugned. 
He is ofa good familly, and it is an open secret that he owes his selection fi 

of Premier to the prestige attaching to his name rnther than to his own past servi 
or capacity, ‘The compexion of the new Cabinet will be markedly Nationalist, a term 
which Lr yy implies in foveign affairs « policy of mistrust of aud’ di 
relations with the two Powers, Tt is probable, ‘that the sense of respon 

will temper their ulisurd suspicions, aul the necessity: of coming into direct contact with 
the two legations (instead of gaining second-hand impressions through Ministers ofte 
constrained by. cit es to colou their statements to suit the ce) will 
cortainly: op ail facts, 

Vhs general opi that the Cabinet will have a very brief existence, and 
certainly the varionseombinations which have been talked of do not inspire confidence in 
its stability 

Thave, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(27812) No. 181, 


Sir CG. Lowther to Six Kilieard Grey—(Receiced August 2.) 
No, 508.) 
Sir, Pherapin, Duly 

ON receipt of your telegram No. 174 of the Mth instant, Leommunicated swith i 

nel ani Russiin colleagues with regard to a representation to be mate to 
protesting agaist the persecution of Christians by Curkish K 
, 
‘ther my French colleague nox I had any definite data on the subject, and we 
greed that the Russian Arhassulor showd draw up a notice,” to he 
presented to the Porte, reciting specific cases in which Christians had been maltreated, 
and this his Excellency undertook tp : likewise 
nuudertok to support the sane verbally wit 

A copy of this “notice” is herewith enclo: 

When I urged. the matter on Rifaat Pasha's attention, ie replied that the cases 
Would be immediately inquired into, hue he was not certain from memory whether the 
places named were in the military ooouy f Turkish troops. If they were, steps 
would be taken to put a stop to the perseoutions; if they were not, it was for the 
Persians to fornish the remedy, 

um sending a copy of t ich to Tehran, 
Thave, § 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Enclosure in No, 184, 
Note communicated to Sublime Porte. 


AINSI qu'il appert des renseignements que Je Ministtre Impérial des Affaires 
Etrangéres tient de ses agents, la population chrétienne dans les parties du district 
@’Ourmiah, ob se trouvent actuellement, A titre provisoire, des autorités ottomanes, est 
molestée, perséoutée, et pillée par des Kurdes musulmans sunnites, dont certains ont 
adressé aux autorités ottomanes des “‘dekhalets,” on pridres d’étre reconnus comme 
fujets ottomans, Ces musulmans sunnites sont incités 4 présentor dos " dekhaleta ” eb 
4 sévir contre les chrétiens par Jesdites autorités dans lo but d’amener la population 
indigéne a solliciter 1a sujétion ottomane, Des lors Ja position des chrétiens de toutes 
es confessions dans les localités susmentionnées devient de jour en jour plus 
intolérable, 

Ta liste suivante contiont des données précises sur ce qui se passe :— 


1, Enlévement de deux jeunes filles chrétiennes, dont Vune, comme la Sublime 
Porte ne l'ignore pas, n'a pas été restituée jusqu’a présent, 

2, Le village Senguer, habité par des chrétiens, a été attaqué et assidgé par des 
Kaurdes sous les ordres de Mir Mehmed, ‘Temir Bek, et Kourdo Bek, protégés 
(“ dekhaletdji ”) tares. 

3, Le village ‘Takalouva, habité par des chrétiens,a été pillé par des Kurdes, ot un 
chrétien syrien y a été blessé. 

4. Une église chrétienne a été pillée A Marseguis. 

Chaque nuit on entend une fusillade autour de Ja ville d’Ourmiah, et chaque 
jour des actes individuels d’extorsion et de persécution sont commis par des Kurdes 
contre des chrétiens indigines. 


En vue de co qui préctde, il est d’urgenee que les mesures les plus efficaces soient 
prises par le Gouvernement oitoman pour mettre fin immédiatement aux instigations 
des Kurdes de la part des antorités turques, qui devraient, au contrairo, usor de toute 
eur influence dont elles disposent temporairement afin de faire cessor les déprédations 
et les actes de violenco envers les chrétiens, Vu que la présence sur les lieux du sujet 
ottoman ‘Timour Agha, chef kurde, présente un danger permanent pour les chrétions, il 
serait nécessaire que ledit sujet ottoman en soit sans retard dloigné. 


Constantinople, le 12 (25) juillet, 1910. 


(27694) No. 185, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auguat 2.) 


(No. Confidential.) 

Sir, St, Petoraburgl, July 26, 1910, 
M. ISVOLSKY a few days ago mentioned to me that M. Khomiakoff, lato president 

of the Duma, and some, substantial Russian financial housos were preparing a project 


for connecting the Indian and Russian railway systems by way of Persia, Ho had 
asked M. Khomiakoff to furnish him with a memorandum on the subject, and when. he 
received it he would be happy to allow me to peruso it, I told M. Isvolsky at the time 
that did not think that British, and certainly not Anglo-Indian, public opinion was as 
yet disposed to entertain such a project. It was quite likely that the time would arrive 
when transcontinental communication would have to be established, but the moment 
had not yet come to bring such schemes before the British public, 

M, Isvolsky observes ussia also there was opposition to su 
but chiefly in Russian commercial circles. At the same time a line trave 
and connecting the Russian and Indian railway systems would effectually compete 
with, if not kill, the Bagdad Railway, He thought that the question was one which 
would have to be considered seriously within the near future. 

Subsequently ML. Isvolsky lent me his copy of the memorandum which he had 

from M. Khomiakoff. It was a lengthy printed document in Russian, and 
entered into a mass of detail, in regard to which, M. Isvolsky informed me, the experts 
of the Foreign Ministry eonsidered that several of the data were erroneous. I beg 
Jeave to enclose a summary made by Mr, O'Beirne of the outline of the Russian project, 
(1738) 2k 
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‘The promoters of the scheme seem to be singularly optimistic as to the profitable 
character of the undertaking. 

M. Tsvolsky has in no wise presented the matter in any official form, and our 
conversation has been quite desultory and unofficial. There is therefore no necessity 
to take any official cognisance of the matter, and I merely report it as showing that the 
‘question is occupying the attention of certain prominent men in this country 

Thave, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No. 185. 


Abstract of Confidential Memorandum regarding proposal of Russian Syndicate 
for a Trans-Persian Raihcay. 


‘HD scheme is to create a “world railway,” connecting Europe with India and 
certain countries of the Far Bast by an uninterrupted line of rail. ‘The nearest 
approach hitherto made to realising such a sehemo was , when the provisional 
consent of the Persian Government was obtained to the construction of a railway from 
tho North of Persia to the Gulf of Chahbar, ‘That plan was abandoned owing to the 
political conditions which obtained at the time. Since then the conditions have 
radically changed, owing (1) to the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian agreement of 
1907; (2) to the commencement of the Bagdad Railway by Germany ; and (3) to the 
termination in Mareh of the current. vear of the Russo-Persian r 

A few yours ago w proposal such as the present would have aroused. sus 
England of aggressive designs on the part of Russia. Now the principal soure 
anxiety to England is the Bagdad Railway, and an English st 
profer the present scheme to the completion of tho Bagdad Railway under any 
conditions which are likely to be agreed upon between England and Germany. No 
doubt there still exists among a certain group of Englishmen some mistrust a3 to 
Russia's political aims in Central Asia, ‘This mistrust must be combated by the 
adoption in general of a straightforward policy calculated to consolidate the ties 
already existing between the two countries, and more particularly by adopting a line 
of action in regard to the proposed railway which dispel the last remaining 
suspicions in the minds of Englishmen. ‘Thus the initiative ought to be taken not by 
the Rnissinn Goverment, but by a group such as would offer full guarantees in English 
yes both from the political and the business point of view. It is important to make 

ion of the persons and private institutions to be connected with the 
proposed enterprise fidence in England, and give 
suspicions as to hidde . As rogards the direction of the proposed line 
Bnglishmen would naturally consid igerous from the strategie point of view any 
ting those points Of Russian and Anglo-Indian territory which lie clo 
ono another, We would therefore hardly expect England to co 
of our line from Kushk, which, moreover, would meet with obstacles from Afghanistan, 


ia tho important point is the selection of the place of departure from Russian 
territory. Englishmen are most interested in the point of union with the Indian 
yailway system. In order to avoid possible difliculties on their side, it is desirable to 
consult as far as possible the wishes of those Englishmen who are willing to co-operate 
in the enterprise, and also the point of view of the British Government. It would also 
ho extremely undesirable to divide the line into British and Russian sections 
respectively. Such a course could only give rise to mutual mistrust, besides probably 
creating difficulties on the part of Persia. ‘The best course would be to construct the 
whole line jointly, admitting to a participation in the enterprise only one foreign 
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element—the French—unless it may prove feasible to admit the Persians themselves to 
some share in the enterprise in connection with their indebtedness to Russia and 
England. The admission of France to participation would probably tend to remove the 
objections likely to be raised by the Persian Government. 

Tt may be objected by some Russians that the project will be injurious to Russian 
trade in North Persia because it will facilitate foreign competition, ‘To this it is 
replied that the time is past when foreign goods other than Russian were virtually 
excluded from the North Persian market. England is at liberty under the 1907 
agreement to establish railway and other communications in her sphere of influence, 
and both England and other nations can open up communications in the neutral zone, 
‘The Khanikin branch of the Bagdad Railway and tho projected line from Trebizond to 
the Persian frontier both threaten Russia's present position in the Persian market. 
Russia’s best course is to make up her mind that communications with Northern 
Persia will be established, and to establish means of communication which will be 
favourable to her own trade. 

In discussing the general course which the proposed railway should follow, the 
memorandum bases its reasoning on the distance between Calais (as the point on tho 
continent nearest to London) and Ahmedabad, to the north of Bombay. Of five 
geographically possible directions between Calais and Ahmedabad, four would 
through Russia, and one only through Constantinople according to the Bagdad 
scheme. The four directions passing through Russia are (1) the transeaspian direc 
(2) tho transaral direction ; (3) via Kerteh ; (4) vid Rostov-Baku, which is the present 
proposal. ‘The two first-named directions may be set aside on the ground of tho 
objections which they would arouse in England, as above explained, The Kertch. 
direction may also be set aside because of the expense and delay which would be 
involved by the construction of a bridge across the Straits of Kertch, ‘There remain 
the Bagdad Constantinople and the proposed line via Rostoy-Baku, ‘The 
distance between Calais and Ahmedabad vid the Bagdad line (taking into consideration 
tho actual length of the existing lines which would bo used) is 8,017 versts (4,800 miles"); 

ance between Calais and Ahmedabad vii Rostov-Raku is 7,864  versts 
(4,716 miles). re two possible ons to the Rostoy-Baku direction : (1) the 
construction of a line from Batoum to Kara; (2) the extension of the existing line to 
Viadi as far as Tiflis, whence it would conneet with Tabroez, ‘The former line 
isd «d on account of its proximity to the Turkish frontier, the. latter on account 
of the delay and expense which would bo involved by the construction of the lino from 
Viadi ross the mountains to Tiflis, ‘The proposed Rostov-Baku route would 
offer the advantage that Russian goods arriving from the interior vid. the Volga could 
be conveyed as far as Baku entirely by water. ‘The best direction for the railway to 
follow through Persia would appear to be Baku~Tehran-Kerman, the Tchran-Kerman 
direction presenting less technical difficulties than any other line running from Tehran 
(owarda the aoutli Fromi-Keryna ie ito’ would’ ov oonlnsad ts a polul onto 
Anglo-Indian system. ‘The selection of this point would be left to England, but 
England would probably choose Nushki. ‘Vhero should bea branch of the main line 
running from Kerman to Chahbar or another point on the sea. Passing to technical 
details, the memorandum estimates that, with an averago speed of 45 versts (27 miles) 
per hour, including stoppages, the journey to Bombay would be made in seven di 
eighteen hours. ‘Taking the price of a pa ticket through Persia_on the basis 
of the charges now made by the Bagdad Railway, a first-class ticket to. Bombay would 
cost about 400 roubles (102.), ‘The cost of construction of the line through Persian 
territory is estimated at 85,000 roubles per verst, or about 14,0001. por mile, The 
distance from the Persian frontier to Nushki being estimated at 2,10 versts (1,200 miles), 
tho total cost of construction would be about 18,000,000, "The capital required is 
Dt at over 20,000,000, an is estimated thal it would yiekd a profit of about 
5 per cent. 





(27695) No. 186. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 27, 1910. 
y L today a confidential menorandum giving your views as 
to the attitude which might be adopted by the British and Russian representatives at 


‘would run from the liead cf the Persian Gulf to Kote, and thence to Abmedabad, 





‘Tehran in regard to the arrest and punishment of the murderers of the mujtehed, ‘the 
expulsion of foreign fedais, and the institution of a senate, and the dissolution of the 
present Medjliss. M. Isyolsky remarked that the opinion expressed by you seemed to 
be quite soundand reasonable. T observed that the condition of Persia did not seem 
to bo improving, and L enquired whether ho had received any communication from 
M, Poklewsky as to the composition of the new Persian Cabinet. His Excelleney 
replied in the negative, but that he judged from what had appeared in the public 
foo pistahe velo onstatinot Meade particularly happy one. 

M. Isvolsky was not inclined to talk of Persian affairs proper, but appeared to be 
more preoccupied with news which he lind received as to the action of Turkish troops 
near Khoi and Salmas, the counection between the two places having been interrupted 
by thom. ‘They had also advanced to Maku near the Russian frontier. ‘The Turkish 
Government, he remarked, were continually giving assurances that no forward mov 
ments would be made, and these assurances were as continually violated. He intended 
to speak seriously to the ‘Turkish Ambassador on the subject. 

Thave, & 
A. NICOLSON. 
ee 


(28039) No. 187, 
Meawrs, Boulton Bros, and Co} to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 


Dear Sir, 9, Old Broad Street, London, July 29, 1910. 
WEE have to acknowledge with thanks your communication of the 2Sth instant, 
forming us that His Majesty's Government would not nowy oppose an advanee to the 
overnnent by a British group of sound standing, provided that the advance 
is not secured on any source of revenue already pledged to the British or Russian 
Governments, to the Imperial Bank of Persia, or the Russian Banque d’Escompte et de 

Prot. 

you could inform us as to whether the customs are already 

1 to any’ of these Joans, a. 
note that His Majesty's Governmont would accept no responsibility in 
ion witha private loan, In the event of tho Persian Government defaulting on 
ite Loan, are Wi iin assuming that His 's Government would take 


We remain, 
BOULTON BROS. axp Co, 


(28058) No. 188. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived August 2. 
(No, 311.) ; 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 
SITUATION in Lehran, C 
A rolative of Taghi Zalet, who himself has left Tehran, was murdered by fedais 
yesterday evening, Outrage is looked upon as reply to Seyyid Abdullah's murder, 
‘Earlier in the day two other murders were also committed. 
jient has resolyed to disarm all fedais and other terrorists. 
dispositions to be taken will be given them hy colonel of 
brigade, and forcible measures will probably be taken with the co-operation of 
the brigade to-morrow. ; : ' 
Fedais will probably offer some resistance, but I do not apprehend disorders in 
the town, 


———— ee Se ee 
[28188] No. 189. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived August 3.) 


fae phic.) Ry 
MY telegram No, 310 of the Ist August. 
Kermanshah situation normal. 


Tehran, August 3, 1910. 
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[28200] No. 190. 


Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 3.) 
(No. 313.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 311 of the 2nd August, 
. Goverament has decided to defer disarming of fedais for two days. House of 
Minister of Foreign Affairs was entered last night by fedais, but Minister was absent, 


Tehran, August 3, 1910. 





[28198] No. 191, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 3.) 


(No. 217.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
PERSIA, 

In conversation with me to-day M. Isvolsky, of his own accord, brought up the 
question of the presence in Persia of Russian troops, and repeated that he was ations 
to withdraw the Kazvin foree. He added, however, that it was difficult for him te de 
so until the Persian Government had removed the Governors of Urumia and ‘Tabroon, 
and had thus given evidence of their good intentions. ‘The Persian Primo Minister, 
moreover, had made a declaration in the Medjliss to tho offect that the Porsian 
Government hoped soon to secure the withdrawal of the Russian forces with the 
assistance of friendly Governments. ‘This was not a. wise statement for the Prime 
Minister to mako, and the Russian Minister at Tehran had boon instructed to take an 
opportunity of stating that his Government were unable to admit that, in a matter 
which concerned Russia alone, any pressure should be exercised by third parties, 

The present state of affairs in Tehran may possibly make more diffeult. or delay 
the withdrawal of the Russian force, 


Petersburgh, August 8, 1910. 





(27357) No. 192, 
Mr, Norman to Mr. C, W. Wallace,* 


(Private and Confidential.) 
Dear Mr. Wallace, Foreign Office, Auguat 3, 1910. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th July and our conversation of ‘the next 
day, relative to the proposed loan to the Persian Government, I am authorised te 
confirm in writing what I then said, 

Mr. Preece is at liberty to proceed with the negotiations, but we are not in a 
position to agree to their actual conclusion till the condition imposed by the Russian 
Government is fulfilled, i.c., till the conversion of the Persian Government's debt to the 
Russian Bank becomes an accomplished fact. 

As to the supplementary: security mentioned in your letter as B and ©, it is 
understood, as you say, that only the surplus of these revenues would be available after 
prior claims in respect of the advances to which they are already pledged iad boon 
met, As you know, with regard to B at any rate such a surplus docs not at_prosent 
exist. 

‘As to the scheme which you told mo liad been proposed to couple the conversion 
of the debt to the Russian Bank ahove referred to with the flotation of a Russian loon 
in London, it is not clear to us here exactly how this can be dono, but, so far as we ean 
see at present, there can be no reason why we should object to such a'transaction, 

Believe, &e. 
H, NORMAN. 





* Also to the Auglo-Persian Oil Company, mitatir mutandir. 
[a7ss} 
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(28206! No. 193. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived August 4.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 11, 1910. 

HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which, 
in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No. 355 of the 
2nd instant, I have addressed to M. Isvolsky, stating the views of His Majesty's 
Government with regard to the conditions of the proposed advance to the Persian 
Government. 

Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Enclosure in No, 193. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to M. Levoloky by Mr. O'Beimne, 


EN so référant 4 Vaide-mémoire du Ministére Impérial des Affaires Etrangires en 
dato du 3 (16) juin, Ambassado de Ia Grande-Bretagne a Vhonneur de faire savoir 
an Ministre Impérial que le Gouvernoment britannique consent & ce que, si le 
Gouvernement persan s'adresse aux deux Gouvernements en vup d'une avanee, cette 
ayanco soit garantio sur les revenus dos douanes tout entiers, du sud ainsi que du nord 
de la Perso; condition toutefois qu’aucuns des revenus du sud ne soient appliqués 
au service de la nouvelle avanco qu'apris que le service des emprunts anglo-indiens 
aussi que des dettes do la Banque Impériale aura été entidrement rempli, et que des 
comptes spars soiont dressés pour co qui concerne les poiements d'intéréts et 
amortisation sur les anciens emprunts et sur la nouvelle avance respectivement. 

To Gouvernement de Sa Majesté est tout prét  appuyer le Gouvernement Impérial 
dang opposition que celui-ci fait A Pentrée on Perse en franchise de droits de douane 
de Vargont brut, et il partage Pavis du Gouvernement Impérial qu'il importe de laisser 
Ala diserétion des deux représentants le choix du moment opportun pour informer le 
Gouvernement porsan que les deux Puissances consentent  avancer Ja somme en 
question, 

Mr. Marling a exprimé Vopinion que, vu le taux d’intértt pou élevé qui peut dtro 
proposé au Gouvernement persan par des syndicats privés désireux do conclure des 
omprunts, il serait nécessaire de réduire le montant des intéréts sur l'avance 4 5 pour 
cont; ot le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté serait disposé & se ranger & cet avi 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 20 juin (3 juillet), 1910. 





[28207] y 


Sin A. Nicolson to Sir Hiwward Groy.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 329.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 31, 1910. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 214 of to-day, I have the honour to forward 
to you herowith copy of an aide h I have received from the Imperial 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the subject of the joint advanee by the two Powers to 
the Persian Government, and stating that the Russian Government are unable to agree 
to a lower rate of interest than 7 per cent. 
Thave, &. 
(Bor the Ambassador), 
HUGH O'BEIRY 


Enclosure in No, 194. 


Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir A, Nicolson by M, Iscolsky. 


so référant A l'aide-mémoire de I’Ambassade britannique en date du 20 juin 
année courante, le Gouvernement Impérial note avec satisfaction le consentement du 
Cabinet de Londres & ce que, en cas de nécessité, Vexcédent éventuel des revenus des 


159 


donanes du sud de la Perse soit affecté au service de In part russe de Vavance qu'il est 
question de faire au Gouvernement persan, A condition, bien entendu, “qu’aucuns des 
revenns dn snd ne soient appliqués audit service qu’aprés que le service des emprunts 
anglo-iadiens aussi que des dettes de Ia Banque Impériale aura ét4 entigrement rempli, 
et que des comptes séparés soient dressés pour ce qui concerne les paiements d’intéréts 
et d’amortisation sur les anciens emprunts ct sur Ja nouvelle avanco respectivement,” 

Quant 4 la question du montant des intéréts a prélever sur l’avance en question, 
Te Gouvernement Impérial ne saurait partager lavis de Mr. Marling, qui croit nécessaire 
de réduire le chiffre de ces intéréts & 5 pour cent. 

Dans son aide-mémoire du 30 janvier, année courante, le Gouvernement Impérial a, 
6ji on Voccasion d'exposer en détail les motifs qui ont amené a fixer le taux des 
intéréts & 7 pour cent, et & son avis ce chiffre ne sanrait Gtre diminué, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 16 (29) juillet, 1910. 


(27645) No. 195. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Lawrance, Webster, Messer, and Nicholls, 


(Confidential) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 4, 1910, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 20th ultimo and provious correspondence 
relative to the proposed conclusion by clients of yours of a contract for the purchase of 
rowing timber ou the southern shore of the Caspian Sea, I am directed by Secretary 
ir Edward Grey to state, for your confidential information, that he has received 
telegram from His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at Tehran reporting that, according to the 
statement of the Russian Minister, the lands on which this timber grows is the property 
of Russian subjects who aro minors, and for whom the vendor, Beylikji, is trustee, 
Baron Luzsenszky appears merely to bo a commission agent who is accustomed to 
‘act for a British firm called Fox. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(28326) No. 196. 
India Ofico to Foreign Office.—(Received August 5.) 


Sir, India Office, August 4, 1910 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your loiter of the 26th July regarding the insecurity of the roads in Southern Persia. 

Viscount Morley concurs with Sir B, Grey as to the necessity of ensuring tho 
prompt restoration of order on the ono hand and of avoiding active intervention on the 
other; and having regard to the extreme improbability that the Persian Government, 
will succeed in obtaining cither money or arms in the near future, he is unable to 
suggest any alternative to the proposal now made by Sir 1, Grey. 

He observes that the estimated cost of the presont scheme of road guards is 
40,0002, and from the letter from your Department. to the Board of Trade, dated the 
24th February last, it appears that the surtax on the customs of the southern ports is 
likely to yield considerably less than 16,0002. in the present year, ‘The deficit to he 
made up from the revenues of Fars will therefore be large. 

From the memorandum of the Russian Government, dated the 30th December, 
1909, it may periaps be inferred that they will place no difcutis in tho way of tho 
scheme. 

In conclusion, I am to say that Lord Morley is willing to ask the Government of 
India to lend officers of the Indian army, should their services ho required, on tho 
understanding that no financial responsibility in connection with the scheme. is 
accepted by the Secretary of State in Council, save for a moiety of the cost of tho 
officers it is now proposed should be sent in the event of such eost proving irrecoverablo 
from the Persian Government. 

Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 
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[28363] No. 197. 


Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Sir Hdirard Grey.—(Received August 5.) 


Sir, , August 4, 1910. 
ASKING your reference to the letter addressed to you on the Srd August of last 
year, Tam de r ident to forward to you the enclosed letter received from 
firms mombe is Chamber, 

dent asks mie to si is duty to forward this document 

d, but he docs not necessa . of the © 

as to the affect of the 
however, 
that you should see it, 


As the document is, 
houses in this city, it is right 


W. SPEAKM, 


Enclosure in No, 1 


Aoint Leer received by the Manchester Chanber of Commer: 


Secretary . if 
WW in mind the petition whi ly forwarded to 
ot, but the general position has not inproved since that time, and w 
that in July : and the n nation gen 
sty's Govoriment, this is now no longer the ¢ 
evident from the publication of the blu 
April 1910, that His Majesty’ nment is acting throughout 
mony aud complet nent with the Ru nd therefore a 
ro of the oiliuan attacls ry oceupation of ) 
ni tho frequent a's internal 
uw the minds of Ve 
ano of i 
‘Pho pol 
ment, lias had the elf Koning t 
T hopes of a possible suec 
ng the state of disorder in the country and destroyin, 
confidence: 1 to the detriment of trade, ‘ 


‘or the last twelve months the 
reported in the potition ty Si 
the fact that Russia has largo hor 
itary in 
als to wstly hope that 
ament will no longer d tops for the 
ion of tho most active of the robber bands, whose activity is 
aflucnc 


an 


ELLINGER axp Co. 
[And 19 others 





[28390) No. 198, 


Mr, Marliny to Sir Edward Groy—(Reeeived August 
(No. 14.) 
(Welewraphic.) 2, 
MY immediately precoding telegram, 
Government have issued a proclamation for the surrender of arms possessed by 
uthorised persons within forty-eight hours. It is doubtful how far it will be oboyed, 
and the Government is not in a position to enforce it, as they cannot count upon’ the 
Bakhtiari, and tho Cossack briga cely 400 effectives in Tehran. 


Tehran, August 5, 1910. 
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Fedais are divided into two factions: firstly, those identified with the murderers 
of Seyyid Abdul; and, secondly, those who murdered Takizade's nephew, and who pose 
as championing the popular demand for the punishment of Seyyid’s assassins. 'Theso 
Jatter are headed by Sattar and Bagher Khans. 

‘At a meeting held yesterday they decided not to disarm until cortain demands 
were complied with, most important being dissolution of the Cabinet. 


[28183] No. 199. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 231.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, 

RECOGNITION of valiahd. Your telegram No. 208 of the 24th ultimo. 

Count Benckendorft has communicated further Russian proposal, which they 
suggest_we should also adopt, that a purely formal acknowledgment should be 
made of Regent's circular letter, and Persian Government at the samo time be 
informed verbally, in the same terms as on former occasions, that valiahd is 
recognised as heir-apparent. They do not, however, think it necessary that this 
statement should be made simultaneously by the representatives of the two Powers. 

Ttold his Excellency that wo could not send an immediate acknowledgment of the 

cular, sinee we had not yet received it, but that in other respects he was prepared to 
follow the Russian suggestions. 





(28521) No. 200. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived Auguat 7.) 


R. Tehran, August 7, 1910, 
ogram No, 314 of 5th August. 

Sattar Khan, with a considerable number of fedajs and mujteheds, has been 
established in Atabog’s garden, close to legation, and declines to surrender arms until 
arrears of payment alleged to be due to them ‘are paid, Government forces, with a 
fow small guns, surround them, but although period allowed for surrender of arms 
expired this morning, Government, seem to he afraid to act, 

Commander of Cossack brigade has been asked to send men but not guns, but he 
cannot furnish altogether more than 320, 

‘Town quiet. ‘Troops very well behaved. 


(28522) No. 201. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Recoived August 7.) 


iia aphic. Tehran, August 7, 1910. 
DESULTORY firing began about 220, and continues, Military attaché is in 
charge of legation. 


(28520) No. 202. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received August 7.) 
(No. 221.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, August 7, 1910. 
"THE following is tho substanco of the roply. which I hhnvo'reosived from the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs in regard to the proposed advance to Persia 
roferred to in your telegram of the 28th July, No. 410 


(R.) “ Members of the present Persian Cabinet have always manifested unfriendly 


sentiments towards Russia by encouraging anti-Russian movement in Persia, and by 
12738} 27 
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constantly paralysing efforts of the former Government to establish normal relations 
with the Russian Government, Tt is consequently necessary, before assisting present 
Cabinet, to wait till it expresses a desire for such assistance, and thereby in a certain 
measure affords a guarantee of its intention to observe henceforward more correct 
attitude towards Russia. 

“According to information possessed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Persian Cloyernment are in no wise ignorant that the two Governments are ready to 
advance necessary funds, A fresh declaration to that effect does not therefore appear 
necessary, especially as, in view of the political and economical crisis in Persia and of 
recent warning given to Persian Government in regard to securities for a foreign loan, 
it is most doubtful if a third Power would consent to lend money to Persia without the 
support of Russia aud England. 

“Russian Government are of opinion that, in order to induce Persian Government 
to revive question of an advance, it would sullice if the two representatives were to 
draw the attention of the Persian Goyernment as frequently as possible to the absence 
of security on roads and throughout whole country. Reiterated representations in the 
above sense would probably impel Persian Government to renew their request for 
‘pecuniary assistance from the two Powers.” 





[28758] No. 203, 


Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 8.) 
(No. 4.) 
se ) Bushire, July 16, 1910. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 3, dated the 20th June, 1910, I have the 
honour to submit a copy, with translation, of the Sheikh of Mohammerah’s third 
farman—in this case for the Fellahiyeh district—together with a copy of my covering 
letter (No, 50, dated the 16th July, 1910), to His Majesty's chargé d'affaires, 
‘Tehran, 
Thave, &e. 
P, Z. COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-Goneral for Fars, &c, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 203, 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
No. 50, Confidential.) 
ir, Bushire, July 16, 1910. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 42, dated the 26th June, 1910, I have the 
honour to forward a further communication received from His Majesty’s acting consul 
Mohammerah, giving cover to vernacular copies, with translations of a third furman 
‘and accompaniment possessed by the Sheikh of Mohammerah, by which the Fallahiyeh 
district was bestowed upon him, Tt is couched in the same terms as the two firmans 
already submitted with my despatch above quoted. 
Tram posting copies simultaneously to the Government of India and to His Majesty's 
Foreign Office, London. 
Thave, &e, 
P, Z, COX, Licutenant-Colonel, British Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-Gencral for Fars, cc 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 203, 
Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Cox 


(Ro. O85. Confidential) 
3 Mohammerah, July 5, 1910, 

WITH reference to the marginally noted correspondence,* T have the honour to 
forward a copy of a third and last farman of Muzaffar-ud-Din Shah, granting the district 
of Fallabiyeh to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

2, AS we were not directly interested in this farman he did not produce it along 
with the others, but mentioned that he had it in his possession ; T' asked to seo it, in 
order to take a copy, and he readily assented. 

8, esterday Hai Rois brougt round the thre original farmans and the covering 
Jettern to the Salar-on-Daulal with three copies of eadh, and aaked ms to. carey. 10 
the latter as true copies, as the Kanguzar had already done, ‘This I did. 

Thave, &o. 
A. T, WILSON, Lieutenant, I.A. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 203. 


Atabeg Azam to Salar-ud-Dauilah 
Salar-ud-Daulab, 

IN view of the excellence, good service, politeness and good works of Sheikh 
Khaz'al Khan Muizus-Saltanah Sardar Arfa’, we have left and granted to him as 
perpetual property in this lucky year of Pars IT, Falluhiyeh, which from ancient times 
till now has been the place of the tribes of the Chiab and part of his jurisdiction, 
in accordance with a separate farman which has been signed by the Shah, 

‘The governors of Arabistan should not demand a single additional cent. abovo the 
usual annual revenue from him, 

You, my noble son, and all future governors of Arabistan, should recognise 
Fallabiyeh as his personal property, in accordance with the separate farman and this 
august’ autograph, and give him every support and assistance in the execution of his 
orders go that he may remain at ease and be engaged always with great independence 
and zeal in performing State affairs. 

LS, 


(LS, 
(Seal of Mossteeaah Shah.) 
Dated month of Sharcwal, 1320 (January 1903). 


(Ls, 
Lroyat Seal.) 


(Seal on reverse.) 
(us) 
ATABEG AZAM. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 
Farman, dated Shawwal Pars IT (January 1903). 


SINCE Fallahiyeh from ancient times to the present hus been the place of the 
tribes of the Chiab, and is part of the jurisdiction of his Excellency Sheikh Khaz‘al 
Khan Muizz-us-Saltanah Sardar Arfa’,and since he hus always delighted the royal 
and benign mind by his good service and diligence in causing the aforesaid place’ to 
flourish. ‘Therefore, in order to bestow kingly favours in this auspicious year of Pars II, 
we have left and granted to him as perpetual property the place of Fallahiyeh, in 
order that each year he should pay the usual annual revenue to the Highest Govern- 
ment, and the present and future governors of Arabistan have no right to demand a 
single cent, and the Sardar Arf’ and the tribes of the Ch’ab also shall not have the 
right to sell or transfer the said properties to foreigners. 

The Sardar Arte’ ix permitted and empowered to exercind in those lands the 
possessory rights of ownership of every kind, ‘The Government have no right: to take 


* Consul-General Cox, No, 187 (Telegraphic), June 29; ditto, No. 42, June 26, 1910, 
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possession of or interfere with those properties, and the Sardar Arfa’ should with all 
zeal and hopefuness oreupy himself in easing the places to flourish, and the prosperity 
of the Ch’ab, and more than ever give pleasure as before to the kind and royal presence 
by reason of his good services. ; 
Tt is hereby ordered that the respected Mustaufis (Government. secretaries) 
should register ind record a copy of this august farman ond consider it their duty 


to do 80, 
(Ls) 
(Seal of Muzaffar-ud-Din Shab), 
Dated Shaivwal Para 11, 1822 (January 1903). 





(Seal on the reverse.) 





(LS) ZAM, 
LS.) D-DAULAH, 
tts ) D-DAFTAR, 











(28812) No. 201, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 8.) 

(No. 317.) i 

(Welegraphic.) Bn clair 
MY telegram No, 316°of 7th August. j 

Fedais surrendered last night, Sattar Khan being wounded, ‘Town perfectly quiet. 





Tehran, August 8, 1910. 








(28829) No. 








Mr, Marling to Sir Edicard Gre 





—(Received August 8.) 
No, 318.) 
(isica phic.) P. Grulahek, August 8, 1910. 
DISARMING of fedais, 
T havo the honour to report thi 












yesterday morning the German Minister, in 
company: with the Talian chargé Wafiaires and a secretary of the Turkish Embassy, 
Vassy'k Bey, and with his own stail, proceeded to the Atabog’s garden in Tehran, where 
som 300 fedais under Sattar Khan had taken up their position, and acting, as he 
explained to tho Ttalian chargé d'affaires, in the cause of humanity, attempted to 
paranade the terrorists not to offer any resistance, but to give up their arms. He was 
Informed that they would only do so on condi ng Payment for these arms, 
of obtaining the arrears of ‘pay. that aw nid of the granting of an 
amnesty, for which they required a guarantee from the Government. Count Quadt 
and his companions then went to the palace and Inid the demands of the fedais before 
tho Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister of War, who replied that the fedais 





































must comply. unconditionally with the proclamation for. dis: Whereupon 
n Minister telephoned a vague message to ‘Turkish conveying the 






impression to the Ambassador thi d 
Bey proceeded to Tehran, bit confined himself to speaking of the safe 
subjects to tho Minister’ for Foreig Between 1 and 2 o'eloc 
Teft town stating that alll was «l to British ry attaché, whom 
he niet on the road. About 2°20 firing commenced, Later in tho afternoon German 
Minister again retuned to ‘Tehran (Seemingly in consequence of a false rumour that 
the German Legation had been invaded by bastis), and, without addressing Turkish 
Ambassador, sent for Vassyk Bey to the Ottoman Embassy. Hassib Bey, however, 
refused to allow him to k 

Talim chargé daffaires, who has only recently arrived a, acted, I feel sure, 
in all innocence, and allowed himself to be led into. an indiseretion by Count Quadt, 
with sshom he was acquainted formerly, and with whom he is on very friendly terms. 

yk Bey acted, without consulting his Ambassador, on Count Quadt’s 

sition, 
Action of the G Minis 
attempt at interference in the internal 
recvived it appears that it was not 
Persian Government 
M, Poklewsky a 


his co-operation would be gladly accepted. Hassib 
y of Ottoman 


Count Quadt 







































looked upon here as a deliberate 
From information that I have 
ccoptable to, and certainly not invited by, the 

















nl Thave refrained from any form of interference. On the 3rd 
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instant; however, when consulted by Minister for Foreign Affairs, we stated that the 
two Governments would view with approval disarmament of dangerous elements, 
Russian Minister at the same time gave his Wxcellency an assurance that pretext for 
bringing the Kazvin troops to the capital would not be found in any military action 
taken for the above purpose, so long as the measures did not degenerate into disorders, 
whereby the lives of foreign subjects might be endangered, 


(Secret.) 


I understood from Italian chargé d'affaires’ statement that Count Quadt acted 
deliberately in this aifair. 









[28326] No. 206. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. 





colson. 
(Wo. 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 8, 1910. 

IN my telegram No. 410 of tho 28th ultimo, 1 requested your Excellency to 
Propose to the Russian Government that the representatives of the two Powors at 
‘Tehran should be furnished with instructions to make to the Persian Government a 
strong joint representation as to the state of insecurity prevailing on the trade routes 
in Persia, and T nov transmit to you herewith copy of & despatch trom Ele Alnjestee 
chargé d'affaires in that country, giving an account of the situation which renders such 
a step imperative,” and suggesting that the Persian Government should be informed 
that, if order on these roads is not restored by the end of September, His Majesty's 
Government will themselves undertake to perform that duty. 

I further transmit copy of a letter to. the India Office,t which will make clear to 
your Excellency the reasons for which, while entirely concurring in Mr: Marling’s view 
as to the necessity of a representation, I am reluctant to commit His Majesty's 
Government to a poliey of intervention on the scale proposed, but prefer, as suggested 
by Sir G. Barclay, to insist, in the first instance, on the formation of a body of road- 


guards, in the hope that this measure may prove suflicient to attain the object in 
view 























Finally, I enclose copy of the reply of the India Office, showing that that 
department concur in this latter proposal, and are willing, on certain financial conditions, 
to lend to the Persian Government officers of the Indian army should their services be 
required for the organisation of this force. 

T have to request your Excellency to explain to the Russian Government, the 
nature of the schemo, and to propose to them that, when making the roprosentation 
suggested in my telegram above referred to, tho two reprosentatives should insist on its 
acceptance by the Persian Government, 














Tam, &e, 
B. GREY, 
(28039) No, 207. 
i Office to Messrs. Boulton Bros. and Co. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 8, 1910, 


T AM ‘directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo on the subject of a proposed loan 10 the 
Persian Government. 

In reply to your question as to whether the Persian customs aro already hypothe- 
cated as security for any of the loans which you named, Iam to state that these revenues 
are already so pledged, and that they do not at present produce any surplus which 
could be assigned to the service of a further advance, 

With regard to the last paragraph of your letter, [am to 





nform you that in the 


event contemplated His Majesty’s Government would afford British creditors diplomatic 
support such as is afforded to all British subjects who have well-founded claims against 
the Persian Government. 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 








* No. 169. t No. 148, $ No, 196, 
2U 
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[289541 No, 208, 


Mr. Wallace to Mr. Norman.—(Received August 9.) 
(Confidentil) 
Dear Mr, Norman, Swan Hotel, Mansfield, August 7, 1910. 

YOUR letter of the 3rd instant has beon forwarded on to me, and I thank you 
for it. My understanding of our conversation on the 28th July is quite 
your confirmatory letter, and on the 28th I telegraphed to the same effect to Mi. Preece, 
particularly instructing him not to commit ns in any way for reasons which you gave 
me, and which I gave him briefly. I instructed him to continue negotiations, to 
inform us when and if the Persian Government were prepared to accept our terms, but 
not to clinch anything withont prior reference to me by telegram, 

Tn reply, he telegraphed that he had again seen one of the Persian M 
ad said that ho would reply in about a fortnight’s time. That being so, 
for a fortnight’s tour with my daughter. 

Hence. the informality of this reply, which T beg you to exouse. 

When 1 receive any substantial news from Persis on the subject now in question 
Twill at once communicate with the Foreign Oflice 

With reference to the last pa y as yet been put 
before ine oven in outline. Twas asked by one of the members of my group whether 
T would consider a scheme if put before me. After s ‘ou on the 28th I sent him 
word to say that I was quite prepared to consi he would formulate it, and T 
have hearil nothing more from him yet. 

If Thear more from him Iwill let you know. If you hear no more on the subject: 
you can assume that his idea has borne no fruit, 




















isters, who 
left London 































Tam, &e. 
Cc. W. WALLACE, 





[28970 No. 209, 
, 





rtracts from a Memorandum marked “With privilege of Manuscript. Most Confi- 
dential,” drawn up by the Russian Consortin, on the question of the Persian 
Railweay.—(Comminicated by Professor Pares, Auguat 9, 1910.) 


TIUSE, extracts were made by mo at tho request and with the help of 
M, N. A. Homyakéff, a member of the Consortium, and are accompanied by his 
comments." He has gont a similar summary to M. Stolypi 

















In the construction of a railway in Pei 





aay be seen not an object complete in 
itself, bnt simply a means of realising a task incomparably greater, namiely, the 
const ‘ion of a world route to unite by one continuous line of rails Europe to India 

nd other countries in the Far Bast. . . . pointed out that on the strategic 
side the railway will seeure not only Russia's position in ‘Turkey, but also our position 
in western sia, and yrill allow us to curtail the large sums which we might 
haye to spend on the defence of our Turkish frontier.’ . .... ‘The nearest approach to 
a positive sottlement of the question was made in 1889, when the preliminary agree- 
ment of the Persian Government obtained to the construction of a railway from 
Northern Persia to the Bay of Chakhhar.? Tn this plan took part ML 8. M. Tretyakofl, 
Baron P. 1. Korfl, M. 8. E, Palashkovsky, and M.N. A, Homyakofl, .. . .. Now there 
aro three new factors : (@) the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907, (b) the proposed con- 
struction by Germany of the Bagdad Railway, and specially certain conditions of this 








































we comments are M. Homyaksi's except where othe 
Tle Lussinn part of the projected world route is all tn exist 
from Baku to the Persian fronticr, —Teis required only that the li 
that more of it should be doubled. Reaching the western fro 
floats dtect ive, from Loon to Bomlay, tough N 
‘The plans include o branch from near’ Bagdad to'Trebizoud, close to the Rasso-Turkish frontier, ‘The 
Russian plan, if executed first, woukl make it unlikely that either the ‘Trebizond branch or the projected 
German linw to Toliran would get financial support. Russian expenses for the further strengthening of the 
Tine Kars-Erivan, would this bo obviated. 'Mhe construction of ‘the Persian part of the railway is estimated. 
Dy competent Iussian exports to require between three and four years. The number of bridges and tuauels 
i stated to bo insignificant, 

2 Kngland, tough then hostile to Russia, would then have had to extend its Indian railway system 
towards the samme point. 


iso stated. 














ieff, Poltava, aud Rostoff-on-Don to Baku, 

















































1s7 


scheme; and (¢) the fact that in March expires the Russo-Persian Railway Agree 
ment..... ‘The hostility between England and Germany is an obstacle to the 
construction of a railway to India by any other road. ...... We must find a way of 
action which can scatter the last doubts of the English. ‘The initiative must cortainly 
not come from the Government, but from a group which in the eyes of Englishmen 
offered every guarantee both on the business side and on the political. . As to 
direction, one could hardly expect the English to agree to the continuation of onr line 
from Kushk, which would also be opposed by Afghanistan, ‘The same partly applies 
to the construction of a line from Mery to Meshed, which would be. strategically rather 
dangerous for the English. It is quite a different matter if a line is carried right 
through Persia, for instance, from Baku or from the nearest station in the Baku 
section. . , . . To dispose of any possible difficulties on the Inglish side, wo should 
try to take as much acconnt as possible of tho wishes of those Mnglishmen who will 
take the most active and hearty interest in the matter in conjunction with the point of 
view of the English Government, Not less important is the principle of the method 
chosen for financing the enterprise. One conld hardly hope for success if one: started 
by dividing the line geographically into a Russian section in the Russian sphere of 
aflnence; and an English section in the English sphere’... . Such a method will 
only Jead to inmtual distrust, to suspicions that the line may be used with martial 
aims. In general we must flatly opposo the idea that an undertaking of world-wide 
significance—for instance, the Suez Canal—should bo considered as a weapon of local 
polities. We may assume that such division would also roflect unfavourably on the 
financial side of the scheme, which, instead of being a great economic undertaking not 
requiring any special sacrifice from the Russian Imperial ‘Treasury, would come near 
the category of expensive political designs. ‘The right thing would be to construct the 
(whole) line together, admitting ono other element, the Wrench, which would be most, 
useful both for balancing the others and from ‘the purely financial and technical 
points of view. Perhaps it would be possible to give a cortain share to the Persians 
themselves in connection with their indebtedness to Russia and to England... . . 
Tt is very probable that the French participators in the schome would agroo to leave 
their share in the profits of the construction of the line to the Russian factorios which 
live on French capital 

‘The same might be said of Russian fuel, in which English eapital is so strongly. 
interested. .... ‘The making of a direot line through Persia will help to botter our 
relations with Persia, giving to our international position in that country a stability 
which could not be destroyed by any now political combinations, Persia will become 
convinced that Russia is not returning to her former policy of hindering the construction 
of railways. 

Northern Persia has long been a useful mar 
from competition by two measures: (a) prohibit 
through foum, which cost us more than 150,000. 
the railway construction (in Persia). . 
ment hi 



























































for our export, which was guarded 
mn of tho transit of forcign goods 















200. sss 
the railway from 
the Bagdad Rails 
Kermanshah and ‘Tehran, 


























Persia, and not to wait passivel 
our monopoly. Apart rom that only by devel 
nerease the capacity of the Persian market, which is at. present very 
class of interests which can he affected by the project. is the Engl 
companies, especially the P. and O., which carries the Indian mail...» . 
the post takes twelve-and-ehalf days from London (via Brindisi) to Bombay. Ifa land 
route cut this down to six or seven days, then of course the steamship companies 




















* The sections would then have to bo capitalised separately and ailministered. separately. Chauges 
thor would delay transit. 
Kokovtsef, it appears, approves of this idea, If the Persian debts are tobe convorted, 
‘andl Russia will both be concerned in the matter, aud the oceasion might be taken to interest Pera 
{0 some sinall extent in the railway scheme, 
* Opiuion of M. Pechkovsky and of ML. Bangs. 
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would have to sacrifice their interests to an evident Imperial advantage (for 
England), 

Tt is on this ground (reasons of State) that the Russian Consortium insists on the 
quickest possible realisation of its project, which is favoured by the change in the 
political conditions, and by all the cireumstanees of the present, and, lastly, by the clear 
proofs that by the force of things, if we delay, the plan will be executed without us, 
outside our frontiers, and even in spite of us’. -... Ina few years—from four to 
seven—tho Bagdad Railway Company, that is the German Bank, will bring its line to 
Bagdad’. ..... Itis self-evident that after this will arise the question of extending 
this line (the Khanikin branch) into Persia—if only the question is not settled earlier, 
and ifthe German Bank does not decide to proceed with this branch simultaneously 
with the Bagdad Railway (main-line), which would of course considerably shorten the 
period within which the present project can be realised. 

How to realise the project... First, we must here notice the important services 
endered to the Empire by the late engineer of Stato Railways, S.:1. Palashkovsky, 
who died in 1910, ...._ He stood for a line from Baku to ‘Tehran, and on to the 
Bay of Chakhbar, on the Indian Ocean, 

Later projects, connected with the investigations of twelve years ago, 
conducted by the engineer Sakhdusky, entertained, besides the above, two other 
directions; (a) Tehran to Bushire, and (b) Tehran to Bunder Abbas. . . But now 
the question is not of making a lino which can attract transit and later be developed, 
Init a line for which its importance for transit is its very first consideration.* ‘There 
are five possible di 


















































‘The ‘Pranseaspian, 

‘The Nrans-Aral 1, a 6 
Constantinople-Bagdad 6489-2 8017 
Dhrough Kerch 3218 126 
Mrough Rostoft 1) ON] eanos 7.864 








‘Tho Kerch line would require a bridge over the Straits of Kerch, This line could 
bo shortened by 200 versts by making a railway from Batomn to But strategically 
it would hardly be right to carry a world route of transit along the Black Sea coast 
‘and later close to the Turkish frontien. . ‘The construction of the new sections 
would considerably delay the execution of the plan,.... ‘This also applies to a 
possible variant: Rostofl, Vladikavkaz, Tiflis, Tabreez. ..... A line would have to 
ho made over a pass with'a tunnel. Tt would be w and difficult, especially 
for two rails, andl it would take not Jess than ton y Phe line Rostoft-Baku, 
sides boing the shortost, has many other advantages. It 

in Russia it only lacks a short line to the Persian frontier. It passes along particularly 
well-sorved lines, Besides that, it is of extreme advantage that our trade, as far as 
Baku or Enzoli, can use a waterway. AU the freights of the Volga will thus get a 
considerable adeantage over foreign goods over a great part of Persia’ ‘The further 
distances are:— 




















































9 Telia es 
Huuider Abbas 
y of Chakhbar 








‘ohran to 
‘Noliran to Kareacheo 











. The 





tes sarest point of the British-Indian system is Nushki, from whence the 
English are ew oail to Seistan. It would therefore he best. of all to take 
our line from ‘Tehran to Kirman, according to the plan of 8. E. Palashkovsky and to 
subsequent investigations, and thence to Nushki. ‘This is technically the easiest land 
from northern Persia to Southern, and, according to the calculations of the engineer 
Sakhinsky, it is the cheapest... . . 









ined in the original, but printed in italics. 
+ he Bagdad line bas reached Koniel, 

Everything else is secondary or auxiliary. 

% Underlined in the original, but printed in italics, 
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Passenger Trafic —“ The chief factor . . . .” wrote Palashkoysky, “is in the 
closeness of the tie between the two respective populations.” 
- Since 1888 the trade relations of Europe with Asia and Australia hayo 

















considerably increased. ... . The population of Australia has in the last twenty years 
almost doubled. . In 1887 about 50,000 passengers went through the Suoz Canal 
in the year. .... Last year the figure was 116,000. .... We should scarcely 


exaggerate in reckoning on 60,000 first-class passengers at the time when the railway 
is opened. ‘The number of second-class passengers might be estimated at one-third of 
this number, that is, at 20,000. 

Time of Transit —At 42 versts (26 miles) an hour, allowing for the journey from 
London to Calais, the 8,250 versts (5,156 miles) from London to Bombay would take 
8 days, 6 hours; at 45 vorsts (28 miles) an hour, 7 days, 18 hours; at 50 versts 
(BL miles) an hour, exactly 7 days. At 45 versts an hour, as compared with the 
maximum speed of transit by Calais, Brindisi, and P. and O,, 44 days.will be saved. .. »« 
Tfat the same speed as engaged by the Bagdad Railway, the passage would take less 
than 6 days, 

Cost—To the Russian frontier the first-class passenger from London will pay 
about 73 roubles, Tothe Persian frontier . . . . he will pay 74 roubles, On tho Indian 
railways the price would not be more than 35 roubles, . ...... This would give a total 
(exclusive of the Persian line) of 182 roubles. ‘The remaining items would be .. . « 
through Persia, 150} roubles; extra payment for the through communication and for 
express service in Persia and in India, 60 roubles. ‘The whole cost of a first-class 
ticket from London to Bombay would be 3924 roubles (411. 6s.). Of every 400 roubles 
217} would go to the profit of the Persian Railway. The total cost is found to be less 
than even the half of the presont return ticket from London to Bombay, which for 
passengers direct through Brindisi is from 810 to 900 roubles, We must yet take into 
account the passengers’ food, ........ but there would be no difficulty in including 
this sum on the ticket, which would then cost 425 roubles, including a special passport 
or certificate for the passage through Russia. . .... Tho second class ticket may bo 
calculated at 231 roubles (240, 120.) that is 28 roubles less than half the return tickot 
from London to Bom! M illes, and 116 roubles cheaper than the single 

to third class passengers no calculation can bo made... , 
wy sent her relief foree to Kiaw Chow by land through Siberia, Perhaps with 
ne, land comintinication miglit be utilised for India too. 

Trade, Russia and Persia.—Vho present exchange by the Russian official statisties 
is from 1 to 17°7 million poods y y, with a value of 48,000,000 to 56,000,000. 
roubles. Of this, more than 80 percent, goes by the Caspian. .... The making 
of this line will certainly .. .. . start a trade in Russian products in India and other 
countries of the Far East, India and Persia. The trade between these countrie 
about 10,000,000 roubles yearly ; the whole trade of Persia with the British Empi 
35,000,000 roubles yearly (about 7,000,000 poods)..... . ‘The cost of transport. in 
Persia is at present very high, and isa heavy burden on trade, . .. . ‘Tho goods 
conveyed by caravan roads run considerable risks, Large dues are taken by the 
internal customs, ng trade of 3,000,000 pods (loss than half of the whole) 
will be no e imate for the first years of working. Products of warm 
countries: “No protectionist policy” wrote 8. E, Palashkovsky “ean enable ua to 
produce in Russia what only grows in the tropics. Thus our population, which needs 
products of ot climate, will never be able to get them in any other teay than by 
international trade.” .. ... A great part of the goods which we receive from India, 
the Dutch East Indies, other countries at Far Asia, and Australia, come through 
foreign middlemen to whom we pay every year millions of roubles as commission, 
Byen one-third of its tea import Russia receives from Great Britain and Germany. . . . . 
One of the effects is that the balance of trade on our Asiatic frontier is always against 
us, and to yery large amounts, for instance, in 1907 more than 20,000,000 roubles. 
Nearly all our cotton, kerosene, and tea (exeept what comes through Kyakhta) comes to 
us by'sea; .... . . this trade depends on the ships rocoiving full freights. In articles 
of sinall weight and high value at present. we eannot develop any trade by sea with 
several countries of the Far East...... The import to Russia of groceries and 
other products of hot climates, excluding what comes from Persia, amounts (0 
40,000,000 poods yearly... . With the introduction of railways through Persia, 
the quantity of such imports from Persia and India will inorease at the expense 
of the imports from America and elsewhere. In the last few years the trade 




















































































































4 Underlined in the original, but printed in italics, 
(1738) 2X 
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Detween Russia and British India amounted to 25,000,000 roubles. ‘The direct import 
of Indian goods to Russia has risen from 3,600,000 roubles in 1904-5 to 6,500,000 
roubles in 1908-9. ‘Those are the English figures; according to our official statistics, 
thie import of goods from East India averages more than 15,000,000 roubles yearly... . - 
‘The railway should carry 10,000,000 poods very soon... .. Petroleum, it is 
stiggested, should pass through a special conductor... . Tn the last tive years the 
Indian gold and silver import has varied from 160,000,000 to 300,000,000 roubles 
yearly and the export from 40,000,000 to 100,000,000... . From 1904 to 1909, 
the average exchange betiveen Burope and India has been 200,000,000... .. Since 
1888 the amount, has inereased fourfold, and the railway can count on such a trade of 
200,000,000 roubles, ‘There has been the same enormous increase in the mails, .. . « 
Té must be remembered that the projected railway will not only accelerate postal 
communication, but will make it possible to send the mails daily instead of weekly... .. 
Bearing in mind the considerable registration of the post and of precious metals, it 
would hardly be wrong to count on 2,000,000 roubles clear profit, apart from the use 
which will be made of the land-ronte for sending gold to or from Australia. 

I the above data we may base the following table of the possible profits of 
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Por eatriaie of mails aud precious metals 
10,000,000 poods of thio. 
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‘Total fm Tee de SG 





‘Tho clear profit this works out at more than 3,000,000 roubles a-year, which on 
the subscribed capital of 20,000,000 voubles would give 15 per cent. 

The whole question (of the rout) becomes clearer if we remember that up to 1907, 
when the Anglo-Russian agreoment was made, we could really stop the construction of 
railways in Persia; w! is from that date Persia is oflicially divided into three zoneg 
in ono of which, the English, we can do nothing to stop railway enterprise, whilst 
another, the neutral zone, we ean only guard our strategic interests wi 
limits ‘There ig no doubt that the English will continue their line to Seistan 
and Kirman ..... ‘Thus there can be no talk of the harm to our trade from the 
execution of the present project; but we can say the contrary: this project is the only 
way of helping it, the only strong weapon in the struggle for our commercial 
interests 6... 5 


































Cost of Making the Railay. 












Roubles, 
2,160 vorats, at 85,000 roubles pe 182,750,000 
Anterest on subscribed capital during. const 

120,000,000 roubles for fox years) i 8,200,000 
Taterest on ordinary stock dui ruetion (reckoning oh 

Hssuo of stock during four years), gene 21,000,000 


206,050,000 












tho st tal should come from the Cossortions in cach country as finally constituted and 
from sha 1 respective Governments. It shoukt be noted. that all the ator estimates are only 
nt forward ns conjectural, anil, fn all comparisons with similar enterprises, the Sgrures wiven are deliberately 
ied at n disulvastaye to the provent sehenie, Before any responsible estimate is made, authorities in Paris 


marily concerned, should be asked to ertcise al the flaancial detail. 
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Roubles. 
++ 20,000,000 
t+ 187,000,000 


Total .. —.. 207,000,000. 
‘The Russian and Indian systems are reckoned— 


‘To expend é es 
And to receive ¢, 


Subscribed capital. & se 
Ordinary shares (220,000,000 roubles at 4 per cont, realised at 85) 








+ 8,978,000 
17,608,000. 














Letter from M. A. Bunge to M. Homyaké} 


St. Petersburgh, Zamyatin 4, 
Dear Nicolas Alexeyevich, July 1 (24), 1910. 

M. Timiriazeff has come back from London, and has joined our Consortium, In 
London he saw Count Benckenkorff, who expressed his sympathy with our plan and 
promised his assi he also expressed the opinion that the diplomatic conversa 
tions in London should be begun only when Sir C, Hardinge has reached the place of 
his new post, and after a closer study of the Indian side can speak more authoritatively 
in favour of making a Persian railway. In London financial circles, M. ‘Timiriazelt 
did not speak of our plan; and in general he thinks that communications with the 
English banks should take place with the help of the French banks, which will other- 
wise say that they have been passed! over, and this might liter haye a bad effect on the 
finaneing of the enterprise. Anyhow we have more acquaintances’ and connections 
amongst the French diplomatists and bankers than amongst the English. So the 
French ean give us the best advice precisely as to what financial groups we should 
approach in England, in order to avoid touching the financial circles interested in tho 
Bagdad Railway, and also they ean show us the methods of approach which will be 
Those successful ait he) Euglisty Ta. any Canora’ mummnae, een ion ios already 
began in London and will last till October, so that just now no business can be 
done there, 

‘This is also the opinion of M. P, L. Bark, who thinks the right course is now to 
approach M. Noetzlin in Paris, 

Tn a talk which M. Bark had with Mirza Ali Goli Khan, before the latter left 
for Persia,"*it appeared that he was very disposed to help our plan ; but, in view of present 
opinion in Persia, he advises that the future company should officially be not Anglo- 
Russian, but either French, Belgian, or international, with a directorate not established 

hor in Russia or in England, 

On Friday, the 9th Ju , the members of the Consortinm who are on the spot 
(MIM. ‘Timiriazeff, Bark, Pechkovsky, Palashkovsky, and myself) mot at the Russian 
Bauk in M, Timiriazeff’s room, and, after exchanging opinions on the above ideas, 
decided to put off the vi nd till October; meanwhile, M. Bark will now. go 
to Paris to learn what is the disposition of French diplomatic and financial circles 
towards our plan, and in general to make the necessary enquiries and propare: the 
ground for the later negotiations in London. M. Bark expressed his willingness to go, 

The meeting desired me to tell you all this, aud to ask you togiveme your opinion 
on the resolution which we adopted. Perhaps you may have objections to raise, or you 
might agree to accompany M. Bark to Paris to help him with your friends and 
connections. 

M, ‘Timiriazeff and T will start on the Ist August (14) on a journey of some time 
abroad, and so we should like to have an answer from you as soon as possible. 

Tam sending a copy of this letter to M. A. I. Zvegintseff; perhaps he too will 
like to take part in the jonrney. A week ago I was with M.'V. N. Kokovtsoff and 
gave hima memorandum anda map. He said that he had long been awaiting this 
memorandum, for he is very interested in onr work. | He, however, says that any dire 

jarantee of capital is impossible; but to the formation of a gnarantee fund started by 
4 sum from the supplementary profits of the Russian railways he is ready to agree, 
M. Bark thinks such a fund insufficient to raise the capital, Dut I am less pessimistic 
on this point. M. Kokovtseff has no doubt of the possibility of the financing of our 
plan, but he fears diplomatic difficulties ; he also recommontls that attention should be 
given to Moscow" (the probable complaint that Russia will lose markets in Northern 
Persia), In a few days is expected here M. Schlesinger, president of the Moscow 
Commercial Bank; and M. Bark has promised to bring him into our Consortium, 





































































































































2 The application to M. Schlesinger was the best way of noting thin diiculty. 
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__ A few days ago T had a talk with Sakhiinsky. He puts himself entirely at our 
disposal. We think of putting him on our Consortium, if only the absent members 
consent. M. V.N. Pechkovsky has put at my disposal 5,000 roubles for the expenses: 
of the Consortiun, and M. Bark has written to tell me that he holds at my disposal a 
similar amount for the same object, M. Bark has sent to M. L. B. Nobel an invitation 


to join the Consortium, but he his as yet received no answer. M, Nobel is abroad. 
With all best wishes, 

















Tam, yours very sincerely, 













Letter from M. P. L. Bark to M. Homyak 





‘The Director of 
he Voliga-Kama Commercial Bank, 
St. Petersburgh. 


Dear M, Homyako, July 13 (26), 1910. 
m my talks with the Persia chargé d'affaires, Ali Goli Khan, it appears that 
rsia ther would be great difficulty in getting w railway concession if the 
application came from an English or Russian company, The present Anglo-Russian 
agreement makes the Persians extremely distrustful of anything that comes just now 
from Russia or Great Britain, and therefore, in the opinion of Ali Goli Khan, it would 
expedient to start u neutral international company (French or Belgian), which 
Would have a hetter chance of getting the concession. It goes without saying that in 
resentatives of both nationalities (English aud Russian) could also 
the board of direct Tn view of this, at a 
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that I should visit 
howeve 
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on the subject, exp 
as the whole question has yet to be elucidated 
Foreign Affairs has asked M. Kokovtsell’s opi 
Department of Railway Business and in the G 
nico), and will be given, so the Mi 





me for a visit to 

The d 
ig prepared in the 
ioral Chancellery of the Minister (of 
ister of Finance thinks, in a favourable 












1 1 nse in 
aweok md a-half. Howover, in view of the extreme impor question, the 
Minister of Finwice thinks it essential to bring up the que cussion. in the 














special Persian confercice on the return of M. Stolypin,!® 
with the Ministers of Finance, Trade and Industry, Forei fairs, War, and the 
Navy, M. Kokovtseff thinks that it is only in this last sta the questi L be. 
finally elucidated," and then it will be possible to proceed to its realisation in f 
M. Kokovtself promised mo that the question should be brought before the conference 
innmediately on the return of M. Stolypin, who is expected in the iniddle of August. 
Perhaps this delay will not do any particular harm to the business, if we remember 
that tho chief financiers both of Paris and of London are away, and, being on their 
holidays, will not much eare to take up a big afar, $0 that discussion would naturally 
he postponed till autumn. 


Tinyself have written to M. L. 2 Nobel, who is abroad, and toM, A. D. Schlesinger, 


presideney, 


















M No. ‘The exteiprive should be Anglo-Franco-Russian 
tho Persian railway, but the ts f the line 
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exaggerated: the Persians were hostile to. Ruse 
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Tam for open doors; 
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(Belgians. Tho fears, 


nyone miglit come into 
i. Transit is the real 
Persian distrust 

both countries were stopping them 
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chairman of directors of the Moscow Commercial Bank, and I am expecting to hear 
from them. 
Your obedient servant, 
P. BARK, 






A List of the Russian Consortium, with M. Homyakégf’s Notes. 





M. N. A. Homyakéff (notes of B. P.). A wealthy country ntleman of 
distinguished family, Long record of public service. Was head of'a department in 
the Ministry of Agriculture. President of the third Duma, 1907-10, Most Russians 
would name him as the public man who enjoys the greitest consideration of tho 
pul 








M. P. L. Bark, chairman of directors of the Volga-Kama Bank—one of the 
biggest banks in Russia, and the most solid, being entirely Russian as opposed to 
Jewish. It does not usually take up railways, but takes up this project with the 
broadest aims. M. Bark is @ statesmanlike man of business, and was for some time at 
the head of a very large Russian business in ‘Tehran, 

M. V. I. Timiriazeff (notes of B. P.) is chairman of a large bank, and was recently 
Minister of Commerce. His explanation of certain concessions (naphtha) was not 
considered satisfactory by the Duma, But he has heen a consistent friend of English 
commerce, and as president of the Anglo-Russian Chamber of Commerce he is more 
than anyone else identified with the commercial rapprochement, 

V.N. Pechkovsky is a very wellknown engineer, and is at the head of the 
Vladikavk ‘lway (Rostofi-Baku-iflis-Batoum, i.e, all the railroads of the 
Caucasus), Tt is the biggest and richest of Russian railway companies. 

M.S. S, Palashkévsky is the son of the celebrated engineer often mentioned in the 
memorandum, 

M.A, A. Bunge is nephew of the late very capable and conscientious Minister of 
nce (7 1881-87). He has a very good reputation, He was partner of the elder 
hkévsky, and is now at the head of a big firm for building railways and harbours ; 
it constructed the ports of Batoun and! Novorosise and tho rllay from Batoum to 

aku, 































who has done much work in the Caucasus, and 


n engine 
investigations as to a possible Persian railway on 


several yoars back carried out 
the spot. 


All the above have signed articles. 


M. 1. BE. Nobel, head of the well-known enormous kerosene busines 
prominent member of the Anglo-Russian Chamber of Commerc 
A.D, Schlesinger is head of the Moscow Commercial (“ Kupechesky") Bank, 
which is the “father” of all the Moscow banks. His adhesion would be a clear sign 
that the merchants and manufacturers of Moscow will not oppose on the alleged loss of 
markets in Northern Persia. 


No others are likely to be invited, unk 


M. A. 1. Zegintsef?, Member of the ‘Third Duma, reporter for the Committee of 
nal Defence, and secretary of the Russian branch of the Interparliamentary 








‘There have also been invited :— 





Mo is a 

















it be— 











in. 
M. Kokovteeff's (Ministry of 
Tsvolsky (Foreign Aflairs) has lately s| 
tolypin, it is said, may be taken 
should be carried ont on Rus 

M. Homyakéf? may come to England for a month in the autumn—eg., from 
September. He ¢ iter to be an entirely private affair, but one that 
needs the approval of both Governments, and must be carried out in’ the common 
interests of both States, He therefore thinks it most desirable that hoth Governments 
should know, quite informally and quite privately, how the project is proceeding. 


ace) attitude is seen from the foregoing letters. 
jon ane mors interest in the projet 
ith the nationalist idea that the whole 



























































































No. 210. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 9.) 





19.) 
phic.) R. Tehran, August 9, 1910. 

RSTERDAY a fedai in the custody of the police broke away and escaped into 
the legation gates, which had at that moment been opened to adn tary attaché, 
Persian Government sent me a note asking for his surrender for trial, and, having 
obtained Minister for Voreign Affairs’ verbal assurance that he would be granted an 


impartial trial and his Excellency’ mal promise that the man’s life would be safe, 
Tagteed to hand over the man to the police. 

































(28976) No. 211, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Angust 9.) 
(No, 820.) 
(Delegraphic.) P. 
(R.) MY telegram No, 818, 
German Minister has given’ Russian Minister account of his action and 
Tater to communicate it to me, It confirms general 


Gidahek, August 9, 1910. 








ed 
ctness of my report, but it, 
appears that German Minister returned from palace to garden and induced fedais to 
surrender rifles against payment, when fedais asked for guarantee of payment. 











Gorman Minister said he could not do this, but urged Turkish Secretary to do so, 
saying he would hold him harmless at Constantinople, Secretary agreed, and German 
Minister shortly afterwards left, thinking everything was sottled. Rifles were actually 
being handed over when a message from ‘Turkish Ambassador, who was ignorant of 
proceedings of his Scorotary, ealled lattor away 

German Minister said he had gone into ‘Tehran “ to obtain information,” and 
on the impulso of the moment, because he saw that neither Russians nor British 
Legation we sired to avert bloodshed. He did not 
know whether his action would he approved by his Government or not, but would “do 
it again to-morrow ” iu similar ciroumst nil of R) 


linister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon that interference 
from any foreigners was warmly resented by the Government. Hoe further stated that 
Persian Government were v ul to M. Poklewski for assurance he had given 
thom (see my above: without which they would have hesitated to 
take military action against the fedais. 

‘The failure of German Minister's me 
enhanced his influenee, but he would have s 











fed 















Twas informed 























naged rather than 
it succeeded. 





(Confidential,) 
I am of opinion that Count Quadt's action was more than half premeditated, 
notwithstanding his denial. In such cireumstances a Minister does not go. personally 


“tw obtain information” from people who are defying the authority of the 
lovernment. 






























(28977) ou219;, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 
(No, 821.) 
(Telesmaphie.) R Tehran, August 9, 1910, 





IY telegram No, 317 of the Sth Au, 
C ie: id to he: ‘Troops, &c 
and 40 wounded. 

Tnstead of 300 rifles expected, less than 70 were found in garden; rest are said to 
ho ina deep tank, but another explanation is that Bakhtiaris siole them during night. 

From rest, of town even fewer arms have heen surrendered, and sue 
disarmament seems to he uncertain, 


st, 
7 Killed and 23 wounded ; fedais, 18 





led 








Ss of 
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Bakhtiaris did a little plunder in 
being that of Smirnoff, Shah’s Russian tutor, but it was not serious, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asks me to keep lega 


: sation gates closed, which seems to 
indicate nervousness. Bazaars closed a part of the day. 


garden and in a few neighbouring houses, one 











[28978] No, 213, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived August 9.) 





No, 322.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Gulahek, August 9, 1910. 
INFORMATION having reached me from a reliable source to the effet that the 
Persian. Government contemplate returning a reply to joint declaration. regarding 
concessions, T yesterday took an opportunity of questioning the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the subject, In reply, he stated that the Cabinet had formed this intention, 
for which, however, he could give no valid reason, as he assured me that prosont 
istry would refrain from granting any concessions which might. be prejudicial to 
the interests of England and Russia. 1 pointed out to his Hxcelleney. that a most 
unfortunate impression would be ereated in London and St. Petersburgh if the Persinn 
Government were to send a roply after such a long delay, but I was only so far 
successful as to obtain from him a promise that, ponding further discussion with 
M, Poklewski and myself, no reply would be returned. 
When he presided over the Medjliss Committee for Foreign Affairs, Hussein Kuli 
Khan advocated the dispatch of a reply, and his Excellenoy now finds it dificult to 
retire from the attitude he then adopted, and I think it will bo hard to dissuade the 
Persian Government from taking this step. 





M 





























[28990) No. 214. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward G) 





—(Receii 





d August 10.) 


Therapia, Auguat 6, 1910. 
eroum informs me that, an encounter having taken 
place about three weeks ago in or near the Nakw district, in torritority to which the 
Turks lay claim, between Persian and Russian soldiers, tho vali is. proceeding. to 
Bayazid, where, so Mr. MacGregor is informed, he is to confor with the Persian vieo- 

ul. Tt appears that a Russian consular officer with a Cossack escort went to tho 
i ion, but the Turks wonld not lot him 1 i 





HIS Majesty's consul at 





















RARD LOWTHER. 








[29083] 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 2: 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION at ‘Tehran (see your telog 
the 22nd and 28rd July, respectively} 
Tshould be glad to hear what passed at tho interview 
the following demands which were made 
which Russian Government ask you to give 
Demands ar 





Foreign Ofive, August 10, 1910. 
am No, 207 and my telegram No, 225 of 





and to have your views on 
M. Poklewski in your presence, and to 
ur StIpport. 












1, That all fedai, without exception, should be disarmed ; 
Foreign fedai expelled ; and 
3. Murderers of Seyyid Abdullah arrested. 





I think the moment would be opportune for the foreign fedai to be 


m , pelled if all 
the fedai are now disarmed, for this should make o pulsion a 





easy mutter, 









































[28183] No. 216. 
Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and has the honour to refer to the conversation 
which took place on the 3rd instant between the First Secretary of the Russian Embassy 
and Mr, ‘Tyrrell, of this Office, relative to the recognition by His Majesty’s and the 
Russian Governments of the Valiahd as heir to the Persian throne. 

M. Sevastopoulo stated on t! nm that the Russian Government propose to 
return to the Persian Government a formal reply acknowledging the receipt of the 
circular letter addressed by the Persian Regent to the chiefs of States naming Prince: 
Mohammed Hassan as heir to the throne, and to instruct their representative at Tehran 
to make, when transmitting this reply, a verbal statement, in the terms hitherto used 
on such occasions, to the effect that the Russian Government recognise that Prince in 
this capacity. 

M. Sevastopoulo added that the Russian Government suggested that His Majesty’s 
Government should follow the same course, and that, as they did not consider that 
there is any necessity for a simultaneous statement by the two representatives, they 

ed to reply to the Regent's letter without undue delay. 

3, Grey has the honour to inform Count Benckendorff, in reply, that His 
Majesty’s Government have no objection to the slight modification of the proposal 
made in his memorandum of the h ultimo which involved in the present 
suggestion, but that they are not at this moment in a position to return any reply to 
the Regent's letter—hecause, as pointed out in that memorandum, they have not yet 
received! it. 

As soon as it shes them, however, Ilis Majesty's representative at Tehran will 
be furnished with instructions to act on the suggestion of the Russian Government 
and to follow the course adopted by their representative. 


Foreign Office, August 10, W910. 





[29111] No, 


A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 11.) 


St. Petersburgh, August 7, 1910. 
of an aide-mémoire which 
stating the views of the 

ued with regard to the joint 
advance of money to the Persian Government. 
T have, &e, 


A, NICOLSON, 


Enclosure in No, 217. 
Aide-mémoire. 


é les considérations exposées dans l'aide- 
imeémpire d si a mnique en date du 16 (29) juillet courant 
au sujet de 1 at Gouvernement persan, croit deyoir attirer Pattention de 
V’Ambassade snr ce qui suit, 

Tes membres du Cabinet actuel de ‘Téhéran ont de tout temps fait preuve de 
sentiments ma ants enyers la Russie, en encourageant le mouvement anti-russe 
won Perse et en pa mt constamment les ¢ du Ministére précédent d'établir des 
relations normales avs jouvernement Lnpérial. Tl faudrait, par conséquent, ayant 
de venir en aide Ace Cabinet attendre qui en exprime le désir, ce qui servirait, dun 

tain point, de garantie de son intention (observer dorénavant une attitude plus 
i Pégard de la Ru: 

Selon los informations dont dispose le Ministéxve Impérial, le Gouvernment persan 
wignore mullement que les deux Gouyernements sont préts avancer les fonds 
neécessaires, Une nouvelle déclaration & cet effet ne parait done pas étre de rigueur, 











77" 










(29212) No. 217°. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 11.) 


(No. 823. Very Confidential.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. 

DISARMAMENT of fedais, 

T haye the honour to report that the German Minister, who, in his attempt at 
mediation on the 7th instant (please se iy telegrams Nos. 318 and 320 of the 
8th and 9th August respectively), apparently counted on the support of the Turkish 
Ambassador, is very bitier agninet this lattor, Hassib Bey fears hint Count Quad wil 
cause his attitude in the matter to be misrepresented at the Sublime Porte. In these 
circumstances I venture to suggest that, in justice to the Ambassador, the real facts 
might be brought to the notice of Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs by His Majesty's 
Ambassador in Constantinople, Turkish Ambassador is a personal friend of Rifaat 
Pasha, and latter would welcome evidence on his behalf. 

I would point out that Vassik Bey (please see my telogram No. 318 of the 
8th August) openly defies his chief, and, as he has friends in the Committee of Union 
and Progress at Constantinople, he will in all likelihood intrigue against his chief, 

M. Poklewsky is suggesting to St. Petersburgh that Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople might be similarly instructed. 


Galahek, August 11, 1910. 
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: Vi 


@autant plus que, vu la crise politique et économique que le pays traverse actuellement 

i que Vavertissement que les deux Gonvernements ont donné récemmont. aut 
Gouvernement persan au sujet des garanties d’un emprunt extérienr, il est fort douteux 
qu'une tierce Puissance consente 4 préter de Vargent a la Perse sans l'appni do la 
Rnssie ot de ’Angleterre. 

En vue d’amener le Cabinet de ‘I'éhéran & revenir A la question de Vavance, le 
Gouvernement Impérial est. davis qu'il suffirait que les deux représentants & Téhéran 
attirent aussi souvent que possible Vattention du Gouvernement persin sur Pabsenco 
compléte de sécurité sur les routes autant que dans le pays entior. Des instances 
réitérées en ce sens ne manqueraient probablement pas de pousser le Gouvernement 
persan & renouveler sa pridre dassistance pécuniaire de la part des deux Puissances. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 24 juillet (6 aott), 1910, 














[27723] No, 218, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 
(No. 130.) £ 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 11, 1910. 


I HAVE received your despatch No, 111 of the 20th June, respecting a promise of 
support alleged by M. Ter Meulen to have been given to’ him by Ilis: Majesty's 
Government in his capacity as agent for the British Dominions Marine Insurance 
Company (Limited). 
haye to inform you in reply that, so far as can be ascertained by a careful search, 

no record exists among the correspondence preserved in the archives of this Office of 
any such assurance having been given, and that it would be convenient, if a furthor 
investigation of the question is desired, that particulars, such as tho date when the 
alleged assurance was given, should be furnished. 

Tmay add that the date in question would presumably be subsequent to 1903, as 
the company only caine into existence in 1904. 

















(29322) No. 219. 


Mr, Wallace to Mr. Norman.—(Ii 





ed Auguat 12.) 


(Private and Confidenti 
Dear Mr, Norman, 
REFERRING to my 


sent a telegram to Mr, Pre 





Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
London, August 11, 1910. 
ith you yesterday afternoon, after leaving you 
of which the enclosed isa copy. 
Tam, &¢. 
(Per C, W. Wallace), 
A. G. CHARLTON. 














losure in No, 219, 


Mr. Wallace, London, to Mr. Preece, Teheran, 

(Velegeaphic.) August 10, 1910. 
TE Persian Government agrees to loan conditions, tell them you aro prepared to 

sign documents as soon as consolidation Russian Bank loaus conipleted. - Meantime, 

you are authorised to get documents prepared. 








[1738] 


























(29337) 










Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

















(No. 324, Confidential.) 
(Pelographic.)P. 
i 

Persistent rumours haye reached me to the effect that Azad-ul-Mulk intends to 
resign the regency, as he disapproved of the forcible measures taken on the 7th ins 
against the fedais. It is not impossible that Sardar Assad might be a candi 
succeed His Highness. Tn the recent events the Bakhtiari have played the leading 
part, and it is now an open that Sardar Assad was behind the whole movement. 
Tn view of these circumstances, [submit that the two Governments should resolve on 
what attitude they would adopt in the event of Sardar Assad’s candidature proving 
successful. ‘The powerful tribes in the south-east of Persia might take umbrage at the 
Sardar’s promotion to the regency, and serious disorder might result. 

M. Poklewski is telographing’ to Russian Government in similar sense. 


Gilahek, August 12, 1910. 






























































[29343] No, 221, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Hidwward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 
(No, 325.) 
(Relegrap P. Gulahek, August 12, 1910. 








) 

DISARMING of mojaheds. 

With roferenco to your telegram No, 232 of the 10th Augu 

M, Poklowski’s telegrams scom to have been misunderstood by the Russi 
Goverment. ‘The following is substance of what happened: On the 2nd instant, at 
4 roview of the Cossack brigade, the Minister for Foroign Affairs informed Russian 
Ministor aud myself that the Cabinet had received authorisation from the Medjliss to 
oimnploy forcible means in order to effect the disarmament of the moja Tn reply, 
Wwe exprossed our warm satisfuction that such a resolution had been taken, and 
specially advised that it should be executed impartially, and that the murderers of 
Soyyid Abdullah should be arrested and the foreign mojaheds expelled. During the 
next two days the Cabinet seemed inclined to vacillate, and M. Poklewski and T agreed 
to urge thei not to give way, Russian Minister reported this to St. Petersburgh, as 
the Russian authorities are necessarily i in the expulsion of the mojaheds, 
As 1 felt sure of your approval 1 did not telegraph. ‘The Government have since 
proved equal to tho task that was before them, and there is no need to urge them for 
tho present. We should not hiesitate, however, to give them urgent advice suggested 
if they should seem at any time to need backing up. 




































































(29201) 


No, 222, 


Sir award Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 





(Velegruphic.) 2. 
LOAN to Persian 


Foreign Office, August 12, 1910. 

yy oil company. 

y that a loan of 500,000, 

Government had promised to give Mr, Preece 

told the company that I approve of the tran 

to keop you informed of the negotiations. 
Coinpany fully recognise that their only real security is the Persian Government's 

interest in their own concern, and they are satisfied with this; however, for the sake of 

appearances, they are anions that stnplas of eustoms and telegraphs should also be 

mentioned 








being arranged, and that Persian 
‘definite answer hy yesterday, I have 
tion, and they have instructed Mr. Preece 
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[27727] No. 223. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Poreign Ofice, August 12, 1910, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 16th Jane relative to the question of the 
Turco-Persias frontier in the neighbourhood of Mohammerah, I am directed by 
Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence 
exchanged with His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire on the subject and of a 
despateh from His Majesty's chargé Waffaires at ‘Tehran, in which he supports. the 
contention advanced by Lieutenant-Colonel Cox that, if the question should be raised, 
His Majesty’s Government should insist on the recognition of the lino at present locally 
ailmitted in preference to that laid down by the mediating commissioners. 

T am to state that Sir B, Grey, after careful consideration of the arguments 
adduced by Mr. Marling, finds himself unable to modify the view expressed in the 
despatch of the 27th June to Colonel Cox, and Lam to transmit to you herewith draft 
of the reply which, with the concurrence of Viscount Morley, he would. propose:to 
return to this communication. 


























Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


(29337) No. 224, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No. 434) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN internal situation. 

With reference to Tehran telegram No, 324 of the 12th August, please inform the 
Russian Government that I would propose not to interforo in regard to Sirdar Assad’s 
candidature, and to leave Persia as far as possible to settle her internal difficultios for 
herself, in spite of the fact that disorder in the south-east may result from such a 
policy. 


Foreign Office, August 14, 1910. 








(29599) No, 225, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward G 





—(Received August 15.) 


(No. 135, Confidential.) 
a Gulaheh, July 25, 1910, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that not long after their arrival in Tehran, Yprim 
nd Sardar Bahadur called at the British and Russian Legations, and also, I beliove, at: 
some of the other foreign Missions. Neither M, Poklewski nor I was at home, and I 
asked M, Poklewski whether he intended to return the call of the former, ‘Tho 











the point to his Government, and lind bee 
as he pointed out, it would practically pr 
of Yprim, 
Treturned Yprim's card, 
M. Poklewshi has reasons for thinking that Yprim does not intend to remain long 
‘The Armenian Tashnaksoutioun Association, of which Yprim is an ardent 
is bolieved to be very discontented with the presentstate of affairs in Persia, 
th they think offers very little opening for forwarding Armenian interests and 


+ Nos, 458 and 622, Part XN{1; and No. 





instructed to return the call, even though, 
Inde Russia from asking for the surrender 




















+o Mr. Marling (draft), 
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aspiritions, and they especially resent the fact that only a single Armenian repre- 
sentative is allowed to sit in the Medjliss. ‘They are therefore not disposed to allow 
Persia to profit by Yprim’s abilities and prestige, which they think they could util 
to better effect in their own interests in ‘Turkey. 
Thave, &. 
CHARLES ARLING. 





(81302) No. 226, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 
(No, 136.) 
Sin, Gulahek, Tuly 25, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 100 of the 14th June, T have the honour 
to transmit herewith a further despatch from His Majesty 
merah respecting the concession reported to be held ‘by 
lands near Husseinabad, in the neighbourhood of Dizful 
lly inspested the lands in question, and is of 
opinion that the chance of sucessful iigation on a large scale ig very small indeed, and 
that the immediate interest of the Sheikh Kha’zal in the question is not sufficient to 
induce him to oppose the concession with much energy at present, although later on he 
Pll duh Noes dvaid Gonnjenant len emibehelE of che Al athia aude grant of land 
clsewhere, 
Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLIN 


Enclosure in No 


Aeting Consul Wilson to Mr. Marling, 


(No..52, Confidential.) 
Mohammerah, June 6, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 33 of the 4th June, 
subject, I haye the honor to. give below, for your information, further details 
obtained by personal observation in 1908 and 1909 of the lands to which, as it now 
‘appears, the concession applies. 

2, Phe Husseinabad ict was uequired by the late 
Governor of Arabistan, by grant Government some tw 
informed, in exchange for certain Kurdist to 
Government for the settlement thereon of nomad Ku 

8, The validity of the late Nizam-es-Sultanch's is [know 
disputed locally. “On his death about wig onths ag at 
Sultynoh took over the tuanayement of the property, but nformed that he 
only has a right to balf the income, the other half, and the ultimate reversion of 

belonging to the late Nizan-es-Sultanieh’s son, a minor, who is, L believe, 
now in Shiraz The Sheikh of Mohammerah, however, pays the rent in full to the 
Sardar Mukary i 

4 The hk wed, not from the Diz, but from the Shaur, 
4 sinallstreat its origin in springs which in their turn are fed from the 
Kurkhah, ‘The quantity of water is not large, and is the same both in winter and 
suminer, Tt is already utilised to some iy the local Arabs, the. principal canal 
boing the Nahr sl i I should think, to water 
200,000 acres, and T doubt whether, in any case, the irrigable area of the Husseinabad 
ind is more than half this fig 5 

6, ‘The Husseinabad district is now in the occupation of the Al Kathir Arabs, under 
Sheikh Haidar-bin-Ghafil, who is tributary to SI Khaz‘al of Mohammerah, This 
tribe is powerful, numbering about 2,500 fighting men, and ccupied the Husseinal 
Jands for many years, at-all events long before the Nizam-es-Sulta 

They are in close touch with the Cha’b Dubais Anvbs, under Farhan A\ 

Keep up relations with other tribes, such as that of the Mushattat, the Khasri 
Tam, &e,, who are independent, and occupy the Turoo-Pi 
probably actively resent displacement, and would have to be substantially compensated 


when 


* 
K isl 
by a grant of land elsewhere, They are not a true nomad tribe, as they cultivate langely, 
and keep in working order a considerable number of small canals, 
6, As regards the prospects of an imigation scheme in these lands, 1 am of the 
opinion that a very small working capital would suffice, say 50,000L,, but doubt whether 
SEE UIR CuH DD conte (GaGa iby on dior iy Mean BUTTS 
Twenty-five years is a short lease, and makes a minimum return of 10 per cent, per 
annum on the capital invested essential if the scheme is to pay its way financially, 
Probably only half the area is cultivable, Labour is dear, though obtainable near 
Dizful without serious difficulty. ‘The Husseinnbad lands are close to the frontier, and. 
exposed to attack not only by independent Arab tribes, but also by the Sagwand and 
Dirakwand Lurs, Tt is scarecly likely for many years to come that in this corner of 
Arabistan the requisite political security will be fortheoming which alone could induce 
investors to subscribe funds for agricultural development. No part of Arabistan is more 
insecure, as it is adjacent both to the Tureo-Persian and the Arabistan-Luristan border, 
and is too distant from Mohammerah for Sheikh Khaz‘al to be able to exercise effective 
influence thei 
7. ‘The attitude of the sheikh to the conces now somewhat different from that 
escribed in my telegram No. 1 of the 3rd January, as the sheikh was then, like myself, 
impression that the lands referred to were between the Diz and Karun, near 
Band.i-kir, and consequently actually within the limits of bis official and reedgnised 
jurisdiction. He now maintains a guarded attitude in regard to the question, He 
es the title of the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, but, as lessee, he expects adequate come 
lf of the Al Kathir Arabs, if they are disturbed, and he expects land 
Tbe tients tayarantec tare ines 
He personally, I believe, considers that the difficulties which I have deseribed 
above will probably prove prohibitive, and I am inclined to agree with him, ‘The 
distance of the lands in question from the nearest: seaport, Mohammerah, is more than 
200 miles, a serious handicap to the export of cotton or cereals. The cotton hitherto grown 
in and around Dizful has be indifferent quality, Tt seems improbable that the 
concessionniaires will be able to utilise the Diz for the carrying of their produce, owing to 
its many shoals and rapid current as well as to the danger from the semi-independent 
‘Arabs along its banks. It will have to be sent by land to Dizful, thence to. Shushtar, 
where it is ferried across the Karun; thence to Shalili, where it is placed on Messrs, 
Lynch Brothers’ steamer and transported to Ahwaz, for transhipment to Mohammerah, 
‘The cost of this circuitous method of transport will probably prove prohibiti 
My own view is therefore that, assuming the “-Sultanch’s concession is 
Husseinabad lands near Dizful, the chances of irrigation being successful on a 
rge scale are so sinall that it is not worth our while to exercise much pressure to 
ned, unless it be considered desirable to do so on 
ng into the hands of 


sst in the question is, I believe, not sufficient to indue 
nt a very decided ine against the concession, although he will no 
, when the concession takes shape, make demands for compensation on 
behalf of the Al Kathir for disturbance, and a grant of land elsew 
Thave, &e, 
A. T, WILSON, Lieutonant, LA. 


{81303} No, 227. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 
(No. 187.) 
Sir, Gulahel, July 25, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 120 of the 7th July, I have the honour to 
report that the Russian Minister has informed mo that his Government, have agreed 
to his recommendation to refrain from insisting on the appointment of a successor 
to the late Dr. Sadowski as Physician to the Shah in the event of Dr, Lindley’s 
contracting a fresh engagement with the Persian Government. 
Dr. Lindley informs me that he believes he will succeed in doing 0. 
Thave, &. 
‘CHARLES M, MARLING. 


——— 
[1738] 8A 














29600) 


), 228. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Reecived August 15, 


(No. 138. Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 29, 1910. 

‘AS I reported in my despatch No, 132 of the 15th July, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek 
Shicountered great difficulty in forming a Cabinet, as tho moderate section of the 
Nationalist, party, such as Musteshar-ed-Dowleh and Musbir-ed-Dowleh, rofuse to join 

im, and the assassination of Haji Seyyid Abdullah Mujtehed on the evening of the 
Sth instant appeared to extinguish the last chance of his success. ‘The rime was 
Dbnpotrated quite openly, our fedais—three Persian and one Russian subject, iis 
Shid—presented themselves at the soyyid’s house, and were at once admitted to the 
room where tho seyyid was sitting with his son and four friends. ‘The first shot was 
fired by the leader, and was followed by seven or eight others from the pistols of his 
iecoriplices, the mujtehod being killed on the spot. No attempt was made to seize the 
assassins, who left the house as easily as they had entered it, and, walking quietly to 
tho Street corner, where a carriage awaited them, drove off through one of the most 
froquented streots of Tehran unmolested, The murder caused a profound sonsatis 
Tn the eyes of the public it was a reply of the Extreme Nationalists to the denun 
Taumched against Taki Zadeh by the ecclesiastics of Nojef, and was tantamount to an 
open declaration of war against religion by the so-called Socialists. It was recalled, 
moreover, that this was not the first political murder committed in ‘Tehran of late, a3 
Amin-ul-Mulk, a month or s0 ago, had been made away with a8 a warning, so it was 
Wolioved, to Sipahdar, whose partisan ho was, and it was widely believed that a list of 
further victims, among them being Sipahdar and Nasr-ul-Mulk, had beon drawn up and 
placed in the hands of the fodais, ‘The timidity of the Tehranis no doubt exaggerated 
the gravity of tho situation, but that there was genuine and widespread alarm is 
incontestable; Sipahiar’s house, for instance, was strongly guarded by his own 
retainors ; Nasy-ul-Mulk announced his intention of leaving for Europe, an intention he 
huis since carried out, and Vekil-ul-Ronya sont to me to say that he felt his life 
was in danger, and to ask if he might take refuge in the legation in ease of need. 

‘Dhe apathy of the authorities showed clearly that no attempt would be made to 
arrest Soyyid Abdullah's, assassins, and it was generally felt that, unless a strong 
Uemonstration of public indignation were mie, the fedais would be encouraged to 
catablish a reign of tortor, The bazaars therefore remained closed, and a number of 
mullahs and merchants collected at the Masjid-iMervi, and there were whispers of an 
appeal for the interference of the British and! Russian Legations by taking bast in the 
villages of Gulahok and Zerguendeh. 

Twas at first rather disposed to believe that the demonstration was being worked 
up for party purposes hy the friends of Sipahdar, and I told M. Poklewski—who was 
telographing to his Government suggesting that, if an appeal were thus made to.us, we 
should bo justified in giving our support to it—that L thought it by no means sure that 
tho demonstrators would take bast with us, and also that, before following his example, 
I should wait to assure myself that the movement was a genuine and spontaneous 
oxpression of public feeling. ‘What this was so became evident in the course of the 
next fw days from the increasing numbers and representative character of tleussombly 
at tho mosque, and it seemed to me also that the leaders of the demonstrators might 
fecl tninaalvae eo mnuch cobppromieed ISAb Ney might be driven into an appeal or oar 
intervention, ‘The demands put forward also were natural and au 
arrest. and punishinent of the murderers of the mujtehed, the expu 
fedais, and, lastly, the conv: 
Moiljliss. 

OF the expediency of the first two of these points there can be no question, though 
possibly the expulsion of fedais might have been attended with some bloodshed. ‘The 
Russian Minister, however, was quite rea 
ancl 60 great Is the moral effect of an order from the Russian L 
probable that the leading fedais, most of whom are Ru: 
tamoly sirendered, and in that ease the backbone of their resistance would hav 
roken, As for the ereation of the Sonate, Iwas very sceptieal as to any usefu 
aceruiiy from it, and it seemed to me, as you suggested in your telegram No. 
the 23rd July, that itwas more than likely to prove a fresh element of discord ; but 
on the other hand, T agreed with M. Poklewski that there was a fair prospect that fresh 
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elections ‘might result in the retumn to the Medjliss of a more practical body of deputies 
than the present legislators, and in the exclusion of some of the most violent partisans. 
‘The demonstration, in fine, appeared to me to be an honest expression of discontent 
againte te existing Ghade ase ob coteat uulost tue vourestont to power Ge Wks Gants 
responsible for bringing it about, and I thought that, as such, the two Powers might 
yery properly give it their moral support. It was clear that our intervention would 
tend to the restoration of Sipahdar to office, and, although 1 cannot pretend to think 
that he is likely to be an ardent reformer, he would, at all events, with a loyal Cabinet 
and a less obstructive Medjliss, be capable of maintaining order in the country at largo 
and of putting Persia’s relations with the two Powers on a satisfactory footing, two 
conditions indispensable for the reorganisation of Persia. ‘The appeal to the tivo 
legations, however, was not made, for assurances were given to the party at the Masjid- 
Mervi that every effort would be made to punish Seyyid Abdullah's murderers, and an 
announcement—printed, Iam assured, at the Government press—was circulated by the 
Committee of Union and Progress stating that the Russian Legation had sent a 
memorandum to the Persian Foreign Office threatening that, “if in three days the shops 
re not opened, the public excitement is not over, and the crowd is not dispersed, we” 
—the Russian Legation—‘shiall, for the protection of our interests and for tho 
prevention of any untoward incident, have recourse to military measures, and will 
undertake the maintenance of order at Tehran.” ‘The effect of this announcement, 
which was, of course, entirely unfounded, was instantaneous, and on ‘Thursday. the 
bazaars were reopened, but, though the bulk of the gathering at the mosque has 
dispersed, practically all the leaders still remain there, and arrangements have becn 
made for feeding them, &., which indicate that they will persist. until the murder of 
the seyyid has been avenged, 
Meantime, Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek seemed to be no nearer forming’ his Cabinet than a 
week earlier. "No one eared to compromise himself by joining a combination which 
wwas manifestly distrusted by the public and whose tenure of office was likely to. bo 
brief, and on Sunday evening Sipahdar was summoned to ‘Tehran by the Regent. I 
have not yet learnt what passed between them probably ho declined absolutely to take 
office at present, except on his own terms, but that he promised to give his support in 
tho Medi of which he aid Sardar Assad were mado members when they resigned 
oflice, to any Ministry that might be formed, The Nationalists evidently felt that a 
Government formed exclusively from their own ranks would not command the respect, 
of the country, and it was said that they were endeavouring to persuade Ain-od-Dowleh 
or Farman Farma to assist them. To be reduced to enlisting the services of such a 
notorious exponent of government by tyranny and extortion as Farman Karma is in 
itself a confession of failure, and it would be interesting to know what arguments were 
found to overcome his reluctance to take office. His own reasons were, of course, that 
by joining a Nationalist Cabinet he could free himself for ever of the charge of having 
reactionary tendenc 
On the evening of the 25th Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek 
Medjliss. Ho himself takes no portfolio, and the Mini 
and Instruction is left vacant. The other M 
Hussein Kuli Khan (Foreign Affairs). 
Hakim-ul-Mulk (Finance). 
Kawam-us-Sultaneh (War). 

Farman Farma (Interior). 

Assadullah Mirza (Posts and Telegraph). 

Dabir-ul-Mulk (Justice). 
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His personal relations with M. Poklewski lave hitherto heen quite friendh 
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Of the other Ministers, Assadullah Mirza is pro! 
1g, vain, and intriguing, but Kawam-ts-Sultauch is credited with a 

done good work as Under-Secretary at the Ministry of War. Hakimeal-Mulk is en 
with neither brains nor experi ‘These four represent the Nationali 
the Ministry, or, as the native papers call them, the  Ejtemaioun,” or Socit 
The press has given the combination a very cool reception, and even in the Medjliss 





bly the most intelligent, but. he 
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there are si mness in some of the groups that assisted to bring abont the 


fall of the late administ fee 
CHARLES 1 





(29994) No. 229. 
‘Telegram communicated by Cowit Benckendorff, August 15, 1910. 


M, POKLEWSKI télégraphi 
i ici : i n'approuve pas Femploi des armes contre 
“Te bruit court ici que le Régent, qui n'approuve pas Temploi des armes 
Salar ot Bagir, compte donner si déinission, et, en vue du role prépondérant des 
Bakhtiaris dang les derniers événements, beaucoup de monde pensent que c’est Sardar 
Awsad qui sera élu. pl ae, 7 
“serait. tbs désirable de déterminer ilés maintenant. les points do wee des 
onyernoments russe ot britannique au sujet de cette éventualité 
“Ht semble hors de donto qu'une parclle clévation un chet Bakhtiar! ne sera pas 
populaire aux youx de la gi jc de la population persine et provoquerat des 
troubl ‘les peuphules nomades du midi, qui sont en rivalité avec les 
Tu question dynastique pourrait surgir 4 tout moment. 





(29686) 230, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office—(Received August 15.) 


ia pr complime: Under- 
THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Un 
Wee a "Binte tos Foreign Afiairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, iran 
hi, for the information of the Si yy of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Vicoroy, dated the 2nd August, relative to road guards in Southern Persia. 


India Ogice, August 13, 1910. 
Enclosure in No. 280, 


iavount Morley to Government of India. 
inte Morley rament of eign 


(Melographic.) 
WO SSUTITERN Bessa road aan 

is proposed to inform Persian n y 
ata tas peut restored by them on roads in south, formation of a force of 1,000 


vernment that if by the end of September 


i vig el licers of Indian army, wh¢ 
or 1,200 to be levied and officered by eight or ten offi “ of u 1 
Sea ie naked to lend, will Vo insisted. upon by: His Majesty Goverument. It is 
proposed that cost shall be met from revenues of Fars plus surtax of 10 per cent. on 
customs of Gulf. 





(29724) 
(Received August 15.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, August 13, 1910, Gia 
: interview wi x ime back, when 
WITH reference to my interview with Mh hort time bucky when I 
Handed him copies of correspondence exchangerl betw fim and Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co.3 although I do not see any inmedi ty for my aving 49 
trouble you any further in connection with the matter, I think it advisable 1 should 
xond you a copy of a letter received from Mr. David Brown, of Tehran (toget ist with 
copy of the supplement ‘agreement he refers to); also copiessof two telegra 
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which Ihaxe exchanged with him regarding a dispute which has arisen between the 
Muin-utTujjar and Messrs, Bllinger and Co. 
Thaye, &e, 
FRANK 6, STRICK. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 231. 
Mr. D. Brown to Messrs. Prank C. Strick and Co., London. 


Dear Sirs, Tehran, July 22, 1910. 

I TRIED my utmost to have the contract signed before leaving town, but to no 
purpose. The legation is very anxious, too, that it should be signed. With the 
present Cabinet difficulties, itis quite impossible to make any progress. Thope on my 
Teturn fo town about the beginning of August to have the matter arranged, 

The Muin-ut-Tujjar is working round to the other side of the fonce, and, seeing 
that it was hopeless for him to combat the Vekil-ul-Roya, he has been trying. to get 
into the good graces of the latter. He informed tho Vekil-nl-Roya last weck that he 
held a letter from Weir absolving him from all liability in the event of the Persian 

Jovernment taking the islands from him, I wired you to this effect on the 13th 

tant, and added that I hoped to obtain this letter within a week. Tt now turns out 
that a supplemental contract was made, copy of which I now enclose, and Lam also 
sending a copy to Mr. Marling. Tam trying to borrow the original, and have a copy of 
it certitied by the logation. In the face of this supplemental contract, I do not uniler- 
stand what right Messrs, Weir and Ellinger had to protest through the Foreign Office 
against the sale of oxide to you by the Persian Government, 

Tam instructing the bank to wire you that I am sending you the copy of supple- 
mental contract between Weir and Muin-ut/Dujjar, and that 1 have handed a copy to 
the legation. 

Thope that within a few days of this letter reaching you the whole business vill 
bo finally concluded. Tt has been dragging on for a very long timo, 

When the new Cabinet has been arranged, it will have to be explained all over 
again to the new Minister of Mines and Public Works, whoever he mnay be, and there 
should be no further delay. 

‘The supplemental contract between Weir and the Muin makes things look much 
brighter. 

Tam, &o. 
DAVID BROWN, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 231, 
Supplementary Agreement. 


AN agreement made on the 4th December, 1908, between Hadji Agha Mohammed 

n-ut-Dujjar, of Bushire (hereinafter called the seller), of the first part, and 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co,, of Manchester (hereinafter called the agents for the seller), 
of the second part and Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, of 6, Lloyd Avenue, London 
(hereinafter called the buyer), of the third part, supplemental to an agreement bearing 
even date herewith and made hetween the parties hereto : 


Whereby it is agreed as follows :— 


1. In the event of hindrances being ralsed by the Persian Government of their 
officials as to the shipment of oxide, or should now taxes be levied on the export of 
oxide, or should the Persian Government in any way prevent the shipping of oxide, 
the seller and the agents for the seller shall be in no way responsible, and tho buyers 
have no right to claim any damage or demand delivery of oxide, and tho seller bas 
every right to cancel the contract or postpone delivery for a period not exceeding three 
months from the commencement of difficulties (hindrances). It is further agreed that, 
in the event of the seller knowing for certain that he cannot any longer ship by reason 
of the ane mentioned herein, the buyers shall o immediately noted by eablegrann 

[173s B 
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or telegram of the fact, so that they may be prevented from sending tonnage to load at 
Ormusz at times when the seller is unable to make deliveries. 

2. Agents for the sellers are only parties hereto for the purposes of the acts to be 
done by them, or othervvise herein expressed with regard to them, and are not otherw 
under any personal liability to the buyers 


Enelosure 3 in No. 231. 


Cablegrams exchanged betwe David Brown, Tehran, and Messrs. Prank C. 


‘Strick and Co., London. 


a.) 
Mr. D. Brown to Messrs. Mrank C. Strick and Co. 


August 11, 1910. 
MUIN-UT-TUJIAR has dispute with Ellinger and Co., Manchester, and he wishes 
to transfer his account to you. Will you act as his agent? 


@) 
Messrs. Prank Q. Strick and Co. to Mr. D. Brown. 
August 12, 1910. 


INADVISABLE our name appear. Would arrange reliable man act under advice 
‘our solicitor, 





(29750) Novi233e 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received August 15.) 
(No. 223.) aie 
(Welegraphie.) P. _____ St. Petersburgh, Auguat 15, 1910. 

THE Russian Go from their Minister in ‘Tehran that a proposal has 
been introduced by the Persian Government into the Medjliss, according to which the 
following foroign advisers should be engaged to reorganise the administration : For the 

ance Departinent, seven Frenchmen ; for the police, some Swedes; and for the 
gendarmerie and Ministry of the Interior, a certain number of Ttalians. 

In M, Sazonow’s view, special objection attaches to Italians being engaged, He 
soos danger in an application being mado by. the Persian, Government for advisers who 
fare nationals of Great Powers other than England or Russia, for Germany would be 
given a pretext for claiming to participate also. ees 

‘AM. Sazonow evidently is anxious to learn your opinion on this question. 





(29751) No. 233. 
Mn. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auguat 15.) 

No, 224.) 
loge Ps St. Petersburgh, August 15, 1910. 

SOUTHERN roads of Persia. . aay 

Tho Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs states that he sees no objection to the 
proposals contained in your despatch No. 219 of the 8th instant respecting the 
restoration of order on the southern roads, but hie wishes to wait until he has received 
tho views of the Russian Minister at Tehran before returning a definite reply. He has 
already asked for M, Poklewsky's views. 
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(29746) No. 284. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
( 
(Telegraphic) P. 
PROPOSED loan of oil company to Persia. 
Oil company desire to authorise their agent to sign-without delay the Ioan contract, 


which is now ready for signature, Persian Government having accepted company’s 
terms. 


Please ascertain whether Russian Government have any objection to signature. 


Porsign Office, August 15, 1910. 





(29212) No, 235. 


Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 207.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Opies, August 15, 1910. 
TEHRAN telegrams Nos. 320 and 323 of the 9th and 11th August. 
Tf Rifaat Pasha asks any ions, or if you think it will do any good, you may, 
their contents privately and anglieially to 
No, 318 of the Sth instant, emphasising tho 
judicious attitudo which the Ambassador of the Sublime Porto adopted at Tehran in 
view of the resentment shown by Persian Government 9s to the German Ministor’s 
recent action and as to their jealousy of foreign interference in general. 





(28363) No. 286, 


Foreign Ofice to Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 
(Confidential.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 15, 1910. 


T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant, forwarding a communication from firms in Manchester 
interested in trade with Persia, relative to the unsatisfactory conditions of that 
country, with special reference to the insecurity of the roads, 


I am to state, in reply, for your contid nation, that His Majesty's 

Government haye recently proposed to the Russian Government that a strong joint 

representation should he made to the Persian Government as to the state of the roads. 
His Majesty’s Government have also. under their considerati 

effective scheme for dealing with tho 

to insist if the Persian Government fail to take action thems 

remedy it within a given time. 


1 more 
yy intend 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(29866) No. 287. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Auguat 16.) 
(No. 336.) 
(elegraphic.) _P. iahel, August 16, 1910. 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign functionaries, 
A proposal for the employment of the following foreign exports has been Taid 
before the Medjliss by the Government:— 
For the Ministry of Finance 1 Frenchmen. 
For the Gendarmerie =. r Italians. 
For the Police... 1m sus T wo Swedes. 
For the Ministry of Justice... _.., f To.exports of whim one 
is to bo Egyptian, 
‘There appears to be no provision made for military instructors. T-was informed 
Yesterday by the ister for Foreign Affairs that he was confident that the Cabinet 
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would obtain the approval of the Medjliss forthwith, but he gave me no details respecting 
the negotiations, : ‘ 

Tn conclusion, he added that the Persian Government intend to |. Bizot to 
return to Persia. 





[29868] 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 
No, 225.) 
(Melographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 16, 1910. 
GANDIDATURE of Sardar Assad for the Persian Regency. Please refer to your 
telegram No, 4:4, dated the Mth Aug ke Z 
‘Your view that interference on the part of the Russian and British representatives 
in this matter would be undesirable is shared by M. Sazonow. 





[29874] No. 239, 
Mr, O'Betrne to Sir Haward Crey.—(Receined August 16.) 


phic.) P, St. Petersburgh, August 16, 1910. 
PROPOSED lon transaction by Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Your telegram No e Tih August. ‘ re 

In accordance with your ons, T am eng views of the Russian 
lovernmnent, but it isto be presumed that they still hold to their stipulation that the 

ion of the debts due by the Persian Government to the Russian Bank must 

precede any transaction of the nature contemplated. ae 

M. Sazonow will probably ask me whether the contract in its final form includes 
the surplus of the northern afd southern customs among the securities for the loan, and 
I should therefore be grateful if T could be furnished with information on this point. 





(29875) No. 240, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdicard Grey —(Received August 16.) 
(No. 297.) 
(Velegraphie.) P. 

MY tolegram No, 226 of to-lay : 

Proposed loan transaction by Anglo-Persian Oil Company , 

T have had a conversation on the above subject with the Acting M 
Foreign Affairs, to whom I handed an enquiry in writing, M. Sazonow saic 
conclusion of a Joan of the nature contemplated by the oil company 
his Government in principle, but that if the contract were now sig prospe 
the conversion of the debts due to the Russian Bank would vanish. ‘They the 
objectod to its conclusion at the present moment. . 

In roply, Largued that the transaction was not strictly a loan, but was rather of 
tho nature of a transfer of shares, the Persian Government merely making over to the 
oil company the shares which they held in that concern, M. Sazonow, however, was 
not impressed hy this argument. 


St. Petersburgh, August 16, 1910. 


[29750] No. 241. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 237, 
(ieigerthic) P, ‘oreign Office, August 16, 1910. 
INGAGEMENTT of foreign experts, ne 
What are your views aud have you heard any report of such an intention on part 
of Persian Government ? (see St. Petersburgh telegram No. 223 of yesterday repeated 
to you). 
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[28970] © No. 242, 


: “oreign Offiee to Board of Trade. 
(Most Confidential.) 

‘DHE Under-Secretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the 
Secretary of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of rade, and is 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to him herewith copy of a paper 
communicated to tI Professor Bernard Pares, of the University of Liverpool, 
containing extracts, in translation, of a memorandum drawn up by M, Homyakoff 
formerly President of the Russian Duma, with regard to a schome for the construction 
of a. mulway destined to connect Hurope with India and the Far Bast by way of 

eraia.® 

Lord Hardinge of Penshurst is to request that the Branch will furnish their views 
as to the commercial aspects of the scheme from the point of view of British trade, and 
that a reply may be returned to this communication with all convenient speed in order 


that Grey may be enabled to discuss the question with Professor Pares during 
the course of next week, 


Foreign Office, August 16, 1910. 





29924) No. 243, 


Messrs. Ziegler and Co, to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 
Sir, Manchester, August 16, 1910, 
REFERRING to the letter which the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
forwarded to you on the 28th July dealing with the highly unsatisfactory stato of tho 
ronds in Southern Persia, we beg to address you again on this subject, as it is of tho 
utmost importance to ns and to all merchants trading with tho Persian Gulf that a 
remedy be speedily found to put an end to the existing state of chaos on the trade 
routes, 

We have for some years past been struggling under the most adverse conditions 
to do all in our power to maintain our trade in South Persia, buoyed up by the hope 
that with the advent of the now régime effective measures would be taken to ensure a 
retuirn to more normal conditions 

We are of course aware of the measures which were proposed last year with a view 
to bringing about an amelioration of the position, such as the patrolling of the roads 
and the payment of an additional import duty to contribute towards the necessary 
funds, but nothing came of all these proposals, and, far from there being any improve- 
ment in the situation, it is an indisputable fact that matters have simply gono from bad 
to worse. 

‘The very important export trade which we formerly carried on to Northern Persia 
has already been entirely extinguished by the Russian advance in Azerbaijan, 
and we fear that, although from a different cause, the same fato will overtake British 
trade in South Persia unless a remedy be speedily found, security restored, and quicker 
and regular transport ensured on the main trade artery, the Bushire-Shiraz-Ispahan 
route. 

Instead of being able to do a remunerative business as in former years, we now 
find ourselves confronted year after year with such formidable losses that the time has 
come when we have seriously to consider whether it will be possible for us to continue 
doing business there at all or he compelled to retire entirely from the market. 

‘The extreme gravity of the position with which we are noy confronted—the 
seriousness of which we have in no wise overstated—impels us again to appeal to you 
for assistance, in the hope that some measures may even yet be taken of a nature 
calculated to restore confidence and revive enterprise. 

We have, & 
PH. ZIEGLER axp Co. 





* See No, 209. 
[1738] 





No, 244. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received August V7.) 


(No. 328.) 
(Telegeaphic.) P. 

STRATHCONA § 

Persian Government. have been favou 
the prospect of the construction of a tram-le to connect Kerman 
Gulf, and Mr. Preece has accordingly been proceeding on the assumption tha 
line should be vonstructed from the coast to Kerman and connected with mines by 
branches, He has now received instructions to insist th nk line should end at 
tho mines, and not at Kerman. Prospects of obtaining concession will be jeopardised 
by insistence on this, point. 

T submit that rich mineral fields to west of Kerman would also eventually benefit 

Kerman be made the objective of the trunk line ; it would probably lead to extension 
of lino to Yezd, and our trade would gain greatly thereby. 


August 17, 1910. 





29964) No, 245, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Kdward Grey—(Reecived August 17.) 
(No. 320.) 
(elographic.) P. Gulahele, August 17, 1910. 

PHRSIAN Government and oil syndi posed advane 

With reference to your telegram No. 233 of the 12th August, I have the honour to 
roport that Mr. Preece has received instructions to apply, among other securities, for 
aurplus of customs from southern ports and for telegraphs. It appears, however, that 
tho Persian Government are unwilling to accede to either of these demands, and_in 
this connection 1 submit that it would be to the terms of our understanding 
with Russia, in which it was stipulated that joint advance from two Governments 
should be scoured on revenues of customs as a whole (see your telegram No. 203 of the 
2nd duly), to pled, 

just recoived your telegram No. 236 of the 15th August. I consider state- 

ment promature at present. 





29985) No. 246, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hiward Grey —(Receivod August V7.) 
(No. 380.) 
(Tolographic.) | P. Gulahek, August 17, 1910. 

ENGAGEMEN' of foreign assistants. 

Your telogrim No. 287 of the 16th August and my telegram No. 326 of same date 
have crossed. 

Tyenture to point out that Germans are perfectly aware that tho joint Govern- 
ments ave refrained from exercising any influence on the Persian Government with 
regard to the choice of Frenchmen for the Ministry of Finance, and that they have 
even stated that that selection might. be inconvenient from certain points of view. On 
that score, therefore, I submit that Germany could not address remonstrances to the 
Powers. She could’ not do go either on the ground of engagement of Italians, since 
Italy is Germany’s ally, except. in the face of insistence on the part of the two Powers 
that their own subjects be employed in some capacity by the Persian Government. If 
they did so, they Would be claiming more than we ourselves ask foi 

Up till now, Persian Government have not. come to any decision with regard to 
military instructors, but. the choice of Austrians is, 1 have reason to believe, 
conteniplated. In view of the close rolations existing between Vienna and Berlin, this 
selection appears open to objections, and I suggest that, to avert it, the two representa 
tives be instructed to convey an intimation to the Persian Government that they should 
apply to. small Power for inilitary instructors, as Great Britain and Russia would be 
Obliged in the event of choice being mado of subjects of a Great Power to insist that 
‘they should be excluded from regions in which their strategic interests might be 
affected. 

M. Poklewskt is telegraphing in similar sense to Russian Government, 
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(29990) No. 247. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Ediward Grey —(Received August 11.) 
(No. 228;) 
raphic.) P._ St. Petersburgh, Auguat 17, 1910. 
NDIDATURE of Sardar Assad for ihe Persian Regency. 
‘The views of Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, as reported in my telegram 
N of the 16th August, seem now to have undergone some modification as the 
result of a telegram which he has since received from M. Poklewski, He appewts now 
favour an intimation being made to the Persian Government by tho two 
representatives at Tehran to the effect that the sclection of Sardar Assad as Regent would 


not be desirable. Count Benckendorii has been instructed to make a communication to 
you to this effect. 


(29964) No, 248. 


: Sir Bdward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No, 240.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 17, 1910. 

PROPOSED loan of oil company to Persia, See my tolegran No. 203 of tho 
2nd July 

‘The understanding with Russia to which my telegram refers applied to the joint 
advance which it was then suggested that the two Powers should make, 

your telegram No, 320 of to-day, 

The advance which is at present under consideration will be made by British 
group privately to the Persian Government, and we did not understand that it was 
proposed to pledge the northern customs as security for an advance which did not 
concern Russia, 

Tn answer to last paragraph, of your above-mentioned telegram, we hear that 
company have now decided to draft their contract hero and submit it, to the Foreign 


Office for their concurrence before authorising its signature instead of instructing 
Mr. Preece to draft it as proposed at first. 





[29875] No. 249. 
Edward Grey to Mr. 3 


A August 17, 1910. 
Joan of oil company to Persia. 

Tivear from the oil company that Mr, Preece has telographod to them that the 
Russian: Tehran consider that, if the loan wi hout delay, it would be of 

antage to them in arranging for the conversion of the Russian Bank debt, anc 

that consequently they ediat 

Thi 1 telegram No. 227 of yesterday, 
i and that his loan will have 
to wa 


Ts there any prospect of concession being concluded ? 





(29874) No, 250, 


, Sir award Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 

147.) 

legraphic.) DP, ign Opfiee, August 17, 1910, 
ROPOSED loan of oil company to Persia. See your telegram No, 226. of 


have decided to ask for surplus revenue of southern customs only as 
supplementary seeurity for thoir loan (see my telegram to ‘Tehran No. 240 of to-lay), 
instead of including the surplus revenue of all cusioms as they originally intended, 








(29343) 
Sir Biiward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


HIS Maje incipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compli 
iments to the Russian Ambassador, and, with reference to the conversation which his 
Excellency had with Mr. Mallet on the 9 tive to the attitude to be observed 
by the representatives of the two Powers the questi 
the fedai and the prosecution of the mu Abdullah Mujtehed, has 
honour to state that he addressed a telegram to Mr, Marling, enquiring what passed at 

w in the course of which, in his presence, M, Poklewski was stated to have 
jan Government on these points, 

has now replied that on the 2nd instant the two representatives met 
the Pe ister for Foreign Affairs at a review of the Cossack brigade, and, on 
being informed by his Excellency that forceable measures for the disarmament of the 
fedai had been authorised by the Medjlis xpressedl their satisfaction at this 
step, and especially advised the ance of this work, the expulsion of 

the foreign fedai and the arrest of Abdullah's murderers. 

During the next two the Persian Government showed signs of weakening 
in their resolution, M. Poklewskiand Mr. Marling agreed that they should be encouraged 
to act with firmness. 

‘As the expulsion of the foreign fedai was necessarily a matter of interest to the 
Russian Government, M, Poklewski reported the at the time, but Mr. Marling, 
fecling sure that his attitude would meet with the approval of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, did not think it nocessary to do s0. 

‘Mr, Marling adds that since the time referred to the Persian Government have 
shown their ability to deal with the situation, so that further action on the part of the 

‘sentatives is at present supertiuous, Lf, however, the latter detect signs of 
vacillation they will not hesitate to give tiem urgent advice, as has been suggested. 


Poreign Opice, Auguat V7, W910, 





{30234} No. 2 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorgf, August 18, 1910. 


COMME In réponse du Gouvernement persan & Ia note collective du 7 (20) mai 

no nous sera sins aucun doute pas favorable, il parait nécessaire de décider di 
<illo éventualit 

os Ktrangires est de opinion qu'il 

restituent aux Persans leur note 

ote du 7 (20) mai contenait, non pas une 

nent au Gouvernement 

Gouvernement persan ue croyait pas devoir tenir compte des 

3 exprimés dang cotte note Puissances voisines qui lui ont 

toujours montré do In bien issances s¢ réservent de prendre des 

mesures on conséquence. 





80121) No. 253, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 18.) 

(No. 381.) 
(Telographic,) P, Gulahel, August 18, 1910. 

OIL company’s proposed loan to Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No. 240 of the 17th August and to my telegram 

0) of same date, 

in ny above-mentioned telegram, what I desired to suggest was that the surplus 
of the revenue from the southern customs is very small, and if it is further burdened 
with the loan for which the Strathcona group are negotiating it could not provide any 
security for the service of joint advance from the two 
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[20122] No. 254. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 


(No. 332.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

OIL company’s proposed loan to Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No. 243 of the 17th August, I have the honour to 
point out that Persian Government are greatly in need of money, but they are prevented. 
from obtaining any loan until the arrangement for the conversion of debts to the Banque 
d'Escompte et des Préts has been concluded. M Poklewski hopes to turn this circum 
stance to account in order to expedite settlement of conversion. 


Gulahek, August 18, 1910, 


[30103] No. 255. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O' Beirne. 
Wo. 449.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Roreign Office, August 18, 1910, 

FOREIGN advisers and instructors for Persian Government, 

Please see your telegram No. 223 of the 15th instant. 

Tagree with the Russian Government in their view that it might be conveyed to 
the Persian Government in a friendly and. nnofiicial manner that the two Goveriments 
welcome the news, which has reached them indirectly, that the Persian Government 
intend to employ foreigners as instructors, &e. ; that it might be suggested that it would 

Persian Government's own interest, and would obviate international jealousies 
and interference by the large Powers, wore application to be made to the Governments 
of the smaller Powers, such as Denmark and Holland, the posts in the Ministry of 
Finance to be filled by Belgians under the direction of M. Bizot, with Danes and 
Dutchunen instead of Austrians and Italians in other departments. 

Thave told Count Benckendorfi of this, but. you should ask whether tho Russian 
Government concur in the proposed communication, and add. that we have heard from 
tho Italian Government that an intimation has been received by them from the Persian 
Government that Italians will probably he asked for as gendarmerie instructors. ‘The 
Italian Government enquire whether Great Britain and Russia would have any 
objection, and will not reply to the Persian Government till they hear from us. 

I propose to answer immediately, in order that the reply’ may reach tho Italian 
Government, if possible, before the two representatives at Tehran approach the Persian 
Goyermuent. I should say that we are grateful to the Italian Government for their 
friondly and courteous proceeding in consulting us prior to returning an answer tg the 
Persian intimation, Lut that we would esteem it a fayour if the Italian Government 
could decline the application, since its acceptance would put us in an embarrassing 
position, in view of our advice to Persian Government only to employ subjects of 
smaller Powers, in order to avoid international jealonsies and competition, 

Plea: ‘tain at once whether Russian Government concur in terms of this 
reply: 





(30103) No, 256. 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benekendorf} 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and, with reference to his Excolleney's 
conversation of the 15th instant with Mr. Mallet on the subject of the proposed 
engagement by the Persian Government of foreign officials for the reorganisation of 
yarious departments of the administration, has the honour to state that His Majesty's 
Government share the opinion of the Russian Government, that it. would be well to 
instruct the representatives of the two Powers at Tehran to declaro that their 
Governments have learnt from an indirect source of this intention, which is a subject 
of satisfaction to them, and to suggest that the Governments of the smaller European: 
Powers should bo approached vwith the request to rocominend persons suitable for the 
work, a course whereby the intervention of the greater Powers would be avoided and 
the danger of arousing international jealousies removed, ‘The representatives might 
[1738] 3D 





194 


add a proposal that Belgian subjects should be engaged for service in the Ministry of 
Finance under the French financial adviser, and Danish or Netherland subjects in 
other departments instead of Austrians and Italians. 

Tis Majesty’s chargé d'affaires at St, Petersburgh has received telegraphic 
instructions fo ask the concurrence of the Russian Government in this communication, 
and to state that the Italian Government haye informed His Majesty's Government that 
they: havo received from the Persian Government an intimation of their intention to 
apply for tho loan of Italian subjects to undertake the reorganisation of the 
gondarmerio, but that. before returning a reply to this request, they would be glad to 
Jearn whether (ireat Britain and Russia have any objection to compliance. 

Yo this communication His Majesty's Government would propose to return an 
immediate reply, to the effect that the two Governments are grateful to the Italian 
Government for their friendly and courteous action in making it, but that the engage- 
ment of Italian subjects in the proposed capacity would place the two Powers in a 
most difficult position, in view of the fact that they have urged the Persian Government, 
for the reasons given above, to seek the officials whom they require among the subjects 
of the smaller Powers. 

Mr. O'Beime has been told, in addition, that His Majesty’s Government are anxious 
that the reply of the Russian Government should he, as far as possible, expedited, since 
it appears desirable that @ reply should be returned to the Italian Government before 
tho British and Russian representatiy ¢ any communication at Tehran, 


Foreign Ogice, August 18, 1910. 


(29417) No, 257, 
Mr. Mallet to Baron Gericke. 


My dear Minister, Foreign Office, August 18, 1910. 

N the course of our conversation on the Sth August on the subject. of the Karun 
irrigation scheme, you told mo that M, van Roggen had approached Mr. Lynch with 
referenco to this question, and liad been informed by him that it would be necessary, 
in order to carry out the project, to obtain a concession from the Persian Government, 
and that, ag it was certain that’ the Persian Medjliss would give no concession to « 
British subject, it would have to be obtained in the name of aNetherland subject. You 
added that M, van Roggen proposed to go himself to Mohammerah and arrange matters 
with tho Sheikh, I replied that I concurred as to the necessity of a concession, and 
adlded that any communication with the Sheikh must be made through His Majesty's 
Government, 

Thrive informed 8 ey of what passed between us on the occasion 
referred to, and am authorised by him to say how highly he appreciates the loyal 
attitude adopted by your Governnient in this matter, and to explain to you the stand- 
point of His Majesty’ Government with equal frankness. 

Tn May of last year the Sheikh of Mohammerah made to His Majesty's Government 
proposal that, as regards that portion of the proposed irrigation works depending on 
the construction of a dam at Ahwaz, they should help him to induce the Persian 
Government to grant. concession to him in his name only, on which he would engage 
to depond solely on British assistance, As regards such’ minor works as would be 
independent of any dam at Ahwaz, he stated that he was prepared to undertake schemes 
Of that nature himself without reference to tho Persian Government, giving priority to 
British concessionnaires recommended by His Majesty's Government, and applying to 
Great Britain for any external help of a financial or expert nature which he might 
roquire, 

Tn the following month, His Majesty's Government informed the Sheikh in reply 
that they took note of his declarations, both as regards the concession for works 
depending on the Ahwaz dam and the minor operations, and that they would give him 
their support and approval in his application for a concession for the construction of 
the dam when the opportune momer 1 for such a step. 

Tn view of the fact that the Sheikh desires the concession for himself, as shown by 
the above declarations, His Majesty's Government would find themselves obliged to 
oppose the grant of it toa Netherland company; but when the Sheikh is ready to act, 
and the moment appears opportune for him to do so, they will be prepared to advise 
Hiinto AGiit a entero! Nemeandleapltal—up ty Ick us ey, one foaxth of the whole: 
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Six. Groy hopes that this proposal (which, he begs, may be considered as given 
for the confidential information of the Netherland Government, and not for communi- 
cation to capitalists who may have been approached by M. van Roggen) may be 
considered to offer a basis for a satisfactory solution of the question, 
Tmay add that the question of an opportune moment for an application to the 
ian Government will eventually have to be considered, and that, in this connection, 
which have been received here, that, as the Sheikh’s 
‘Arab at present depend for water almost entively on 
what they receive from the Karmn, serious injury would be inflicted on the trees if 
they were deprived of this supply before irrigation from the Tigris and Euphrates is 
undertaken. Such deprivation would apparently result from the construction of a 
dam at Ahwaz, while, on the other hand, the trees cannot, as far as His Majesty’ 
Government's present information goes, receive water from the Tigris and Euphrates 
till the scheme for utilising those rivers for irrigation purposes has heen carried out. 
Yours, &e. 
LOUIS MALLED. 





(30345) No. 258, 


M, Isvolsky to Count Bonckenidorff.—(Communicated to Foreign Office, 
August 19, 1910.) 


LVAMBASSADEUR d'Italie m’a fait part de V'intention du Gouvernement du 
Schah dinviter des instructeurs italiens pour la gendarmerie et s'informa quel serait 
noire point de vue dans cette affaire. 

Jo Iui-répondis quo le désir du Gonvernemont persan était tr?s compréhensiblo, 
les Persans ne pouvant pas ignorer les résultats excellents aoquis par les Italiens dans, 
Vinstruction de Ja gendarmerie macédonienne, et que nous n’aurions en, principe 
absolument rien contre des instructeurs de gendarmerie italions en Porse, Vitalie ne 

vant dans ce pays aucun but politique. 
<n méme temps, je Ini ai fait observer tout confidenticllement que Tinvitation des 
instructeurs italiens ne manquerait pas en toute probabilité d'entrainor Vinvitation 
comme instructenrs de sujets d'autres Grandes Puissances, par exemple, do l/Allemagne 
ou de l’Autriche, ce qui ne pourrait en aucun cas nous étre indifférent. 

Nous aurions done préféré que les Porsans invitassent pour aider au travail de la 
réorganisation de leur administration et de leur police fies sujets de Puissances 
secondaires. 

L’Ambassadour m’ayant demandé. ensuite comment nous envisagions V'invitation 
éventuelle en Perse d’employés financiers francais je lui répondis que Vidée en a été 
donnée aux Persans par M, Bizot, qui'désirait, trés naturelloment, choisir ses aides parmi 
ses compatriotes, et que, de notre cté, nous n’ayions nullement donné notre appui i co 
plan, les fonctions d'omployés étrangers au Ministere des Finances pouvant, (aprbs 
notre opinion, étre données i des sujets de Paissances secondaires, 





(80181) 


ign Office (Revived August 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Inclia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, und, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to the letter 
from the India Office, dated the 18th May, 1910, copy of enclosures in a letter from the 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 21st July, 1010, relative to 
the warning recently administered to the editor of the “ Hablul Matin.” 


India Office, August 18, 1910, 





196 


Enclosure 1 in No, 259. 


Government of Bengal to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Darjeeling, July S-9, 1910. 
continuation of my letter dated the 21st May, 1910, Tam directed to submit, 
for the information of the Government of India, a copy of a letter, dated the 
20th June, which has been received from the editor of the “ Namai-Maqaddas-Hablul 
Matin” in reply to the warning that was recently administered to him for certain 
objectionable articles which appeared in his newspaper. I am to add that the 
licutenant-goyernor aequits the editor of any intention to offend, 
Thaye, &e. 
E. V. LEVINGE, 
Officiating Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 259, 
Seyyid Jalaluddin-al-Hussaini to Government of Bengal. 


Sir, Caloutta, Tune 29, 191 
THAVE the lionour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential commun 
tion, dated the 21st May, 1910, and, in reply, I bog to submit that the exception which 
has beon takon by Government in respect of the tone of the three articles in the 
“Hablul Matin” Of the I4th March, 1910, is probably attributable to the inadequate 
rendering of those articles into English, and to the consequent misconception of their 
trae significance. Lf, however, in the heat of the moment and in the zeal for the 
support of my contention I have allowed to go in somo expressions which had better 

heen avoided, Lam sincerely sorry for the same. 

T have heen conductitig the “Hablul Matin” on the one and the same policy— 
regeneration of Persia—for the last eighteen years; but I am proud to say that I have 
not been misunderstood in my aim and object, which T have constantly kept in view in 
oditing that paper, Nothing can, therefore, be a greater source of misfortune and 
humiliation to me than the ble impression which my writing may produce 
on the mind of Government officials, for I am devoted to the British Government, 
hich is the champion of good government in e and among all nations. 

It is a woll-known fact that the pri policy which governs the conduct and 
destiny of the “Hablul Matin” is patriotism for Persia—my dear 

ion is dearer to me than life itself. ‘The aim and object of the “ Hablul 
nd not to make awitation and create 

robo) fhe fact that the 

of “Hablul Mat 


mament to 
ill be told to leave 


rule, and shall leave this country for 
h is the object ‘of my life. 
hing on your valuable time by this some- 


JALALUDDIN-AL-HUSSAINI. 


197 


[30160) No. 260. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 19.) 


Sir, India Office, August 18, 1910, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 9th June last, I am directed by the Secretary 
rd, for such action as the Secretary of State for Fore) 
iairs may consider desirable, copy of a telegram that has Deon received from the 
Government of India regarding the dofenees of the consulate buildings in Sonthorn 
ers. : 


“d Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 260. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 23rd June, 
Our officers are being consulted in regard to. measures for dofence of consulate 
buildings under Government of India, As regards those at Ispahan and Shiraz, wo 
suggest enquiry should be addressed to Minister at Tehran, 


August 13, 1910. 





(30243) No, 261. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 19.) 


(No. 229.) 
slept ic.) P, 
YOUR telegram No. 449 of the 18th Au, 


St. Petersburgh, Auguat 19, 1910, 


Engagement of foreign advisers by 1 ; 

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs has informed me that ho agrees to the proposal 
that an intimation in the senso suggested should be made to the Persian Government, 
He is instructing M, Poklewski accordingly. 

A communication similar to that made in London was mado by the Italian 
Ambassador here, M. Sazonow agrees to reply to tho Italian Government as. you 
suggest, and the Russian representative in Rome will be instructed accordingly, 


eee 
[80243] No. 262. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Wo. 245, 
(Telegraphie.) P. 

FOREIGN assistants. 

Seo St. Petersburgh telegram No. 220 of to-day and my telegram No, 449 of 
yesterday to St. Petersburgh. 

You should concert with M. Poklewsky with a view to make to Persian Government 
a communication in sense indicated in latter telegram. 


-=).]s 
[80114] No. 268, 


* Sir Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd, 


Foreign Office, August 19, 1910. 


No. 101.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1910. 

THE Italian Ambassador called at this Office on the 15th instant and informed 
Mr. Mallet that the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs lind received information from 
Persia that the Persian Government proposed to ask the Italian Government for the 
Joan of some Italian subjects to reorganise the Persian gendarmerie, 

Mr. Mallot read to the Marquis Imperiali the part of Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram 
No. a of i 16th instant bearing on this point, and his Excellency said that the 

V 3E 
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yersion of the proposal given in that message was probably the correct one, namely, 
that Italian officials were to reorganise the Ministry of the Interior and the gendarmerie. 
Ho added that the Margnis di San Giuliano would not reply to the Persian Government 
Without first ascertaining whether the proposal was agreeable to His Majesty's and the 
Russian Governments. 
Mr. Mallet thanked his Excellency and said that he would lay the matter 
before me. 
Your Excellency will find in my telegram No, 449 of yesterday to Mr. O'Beirne 
the terms of the reply, which, with the coneurrence of the Russian Government, I 
propose to return to tho Italian Ambassador's communication. 
Tam, & 
B. GREY, 





[30243] No. 264. 
Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis Imperiali. 


HIS Majesty’s Principal Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to the Ttalian Ambassador, and has the honour to refer to his Excelleney’s 
ion of the 15th instant with Mr, Mallet on the subject of the engagement of 
Is for the reorganisation of certain departments of the Persian 

administration, 

‘Tho Marquis Inperfali stated on that oceasion that the Ttalian Government had 
recoived from the Porsian Government an intimation of their intention to apply for the 
loan of Italian subjects to undertako the reorganisation of the gendarmerie, but that, 
bofore returning a roply to this request, they would be glad to learn whethor Great 
Britain and Russia had any objection to compliance. 

Sir Iu. Grey lias the honour to oxpress the thanks of His Majesty's Government for 
the friendly and courteous action of the Italian Government in making this communi- 
ation, and to stato in reply thereto that the engagement of Italian subjects in the 
proposed eapvcity would plieo tho two Powers ina most. difiaull postion in-view of 
tho fact that they have urged the Persian Government, in order to avoid the danger of 
arousing international jealousies, to seek the officials whom they require for the 
reorgiunisation of their administration among the subjects of the smaller Powers. 


Foreign Ogice, August 19, 1910. 





{30122} No, 265, 
r, Norman to Mr. C, Greenway, 


Dear Mr, Greenway, Foreign Office, August 19, 1910. 

IN the course of our conversation over the telephone yesterday you read over to 
mova telegram from Mr. Preece to the effect that the Russians at Tehran were most 
auxions that the transaction of your group with the Persian Government should be 
eonclided, as this would greatly assist the Russian Government in carrying through 
the conversion of the Persian Government's debt to the Russian Bank. 

J told you that our information was to the effect that the view held at St. 
Petersburgh, at any rate, was precisely the contrary, and I promised that the matter 
should be cleared up. 

With the object of doing this we telegraphed to ‘Tehran, and have now received a 
roply stating that the Russian Minister there hopes to uso as a lever to expedite the 
conversion of the debt the fact that, though the Persian Government are badly in need 
of money, they are precluded from obtaining it till after that conversion is/an 
agconiplished fact, 

Tt would! therefore appear that Mr. Preece has misunderstooll the attitude of 
M, Poklowski. 

Believe me, &e. 
H. NORMAN. 
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(27228) No. 266. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ilinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 19, 1910. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowlodge the reeeipt of your 
letter of the 26th ultimo relative to the question of the shipment of red oxide from 
Hormuz, enclosing contracts signed by your firm, Muin-ut-Tujjar, and Mes 
Weir and Co. on the 4th December, 1908, on this subject. 

With reference to the last paragraph of that communication, dealing with the 
claims put forward by yourselves and Messrs, Weir in connection with this question, 
Sir E. Grey observes that items 1 and 2 of the latter consist of the gross amount which 
they reckon that they would have received for certain oxide lying at Avonmouth and, 
Nordenham, in return for the payment of which sum they aro prepared to hand over 
the mineral to the Persian Government, 

It appears to Sir E. Grey that the basis on which this part of tho claim is’ mado 
out is an incorrect ono. Messrs. Weir hold the oxide under an agreement which they 
consider to be valid, and with which, they contend, the Persian Government had no 
ight to intorfore, and he is of opinion thaf, in those circumstances, they should realise 
the mineral at oneo, and claim the difference between the sum s0 obtained und tho 
amount which would have been theirs if the contract had been allowed to stand and 
their monopoly had been maintained. Messrs. Weir would, of course, have to furnish 
proof of the correctness of the calculation by which they fixed the latter sum, and, if 
tho price of oxidle has fallen, to show that this is duo to the intrusion of another party 
into the Hormuz trade, and not merely to the ordinary Actuation of the market, If 
this method of fixation is adopted, it will of course be impossible to draw up this 
portion of the claim in its final shape till the 6,583 tons of oxide has been sold and the 
extent of the firm’s losses established. 

Sir E. Grey has no observations to offer on the third item of the claim, but, in 
accopting the figure at which it is put, assumes that its justice can bo established by 

dence in the event of its becoming necessary to subinit tho claim to the decision of 
some tribunal, whieh, he notes, you have, in your Teter under reply, expressed your 

i 8 to do. 

sgards your own claim, Sir E, Groy perceives that the fist of the two items of 
composed is on acconnt of commission as agents on the undelivered portion 
000 tons of oxide, which form the subject of the contract, at the rate of 

5 per cent. 

Sir B. Grey is unable to find in any of the documents forwarded by you any clause 
to show that you are entitled to a commis: in connection with this business 
or what the amount of your remuneration was to be, 

He is accordingly of opinion that, if Muin agreed to pay you such a commission, 
you must look to him to observo his undertaking, and, in the event of his failure to do 
0, exhaust your legal remedies before appealing for diplomatic support. It appears to 
Sir E. Grey’ that you are equally entitled to sue Muin in respect of this item, whethor 
his title to the concession is good or bad, because the provision at the beginning of tho 
second supplemental agreement does not affect action by you against him, 

‘As rogards the second item of your claim, Sir TB, Groy is unable to find in tho 
Aocuments submitted to him any clauso in virtue of which it is included, the 
31,000 tons in question being apparently entirely outside the coutract on the strength 
of which the claim is made. 

Tam accordingly to suggest that you should explain in greater detail the grounds 
on which you consider yourself entitled to the sum in question. 

Tam to add that the contracts enclosed in your letter under reply will be returned 
to you in due course. 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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[80372] No. 267. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 

(No. 163.) 

(Telegraphie.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
The Minister for Foreign Affai me that, in view of 

susceptibilities, he will not send the reinforcements which haye been asked 

account of the disorders by the Ottoman consuls at Soujboulak und at Urumia. 
This telegram has been repeated to His Majesty's representative at Tehran. 


Constantinople, August 20, 1910. 





(18408) No, 268. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 135.) 
Sir, reign Office, August 20, 3910. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith ‘clo which recently appeared in the 
‘mos newspaper* relative to the h trade with Persia of the state of 
affairs at present prevailing in the southern portion of that country, together with a 
leading atticle® commenting thereon, and a letter contributed by Mr. H. F. B, Lynch 
to a subsequent issue of the same journal on this subject. 

Tinfor from observations madé hy you during your recent stay in this country on 

that you share the doubts which have been expressed by His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St, Petersburgh as to whether it would be possible to induce. tho 
Russian Government to lend their support to His Majesty's ( nent in attempts to 
prevail on the Persian Government to conseut to a gi ion of the Persian 
ciistoms tariff, and that you are accordingly of opinion that this question cannot 
itably be raised, at any rato, at present 

As regards the particular question of the reduction of the export duty on wheat 
and the import duty on tea, respecting which British traders have complained, I would 

or you to Mr Marl patch No, 13, Commercial, of the 20th April, im whi 

expresses the opinion that there is at present no chance of obtaining any modification 
of the latter, and 1 presume that th hich he adduces as reasons for 
this view would equally apply to the case of the former. Circumstances may, however, 
arise which would dep ng's objections of much of their strength, and T 
authorise you, if in your judg the situation should alter in this direction, to 
discuss the question with your Russian colleague, and, i he agrees, to press the matter 
on the attention of tho Persian Government, whoso interests would undoubtedly be 
sorved by such a reduction, 
ards the best method to he adopted in dealing with cases of fraudulent 
among Persian traders, resulting in sorions loss to British commerce, you 
proposed, while in England, that His Majesty's Logation should, from time to tine, 
present to tho Persian Government a list of cas h, owing cither to the 
nonexeeution of judgments or to othe there has been a denial of justice, and 
should hold them responsible. I authorise you, should you see fit, to act on this 


«ny 


‘As rogards the state of tho southern roads, which is also alluded to in this article, 
it is unnecessary to patch, since, as you are aware, the question of 
improving their condition is already being dis 
Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 


(29724) No. 269. 
Forcign Office to Messrs. I*. C. Strick and Co. 
Gentlemen, oreign Office, August 20, 1910. 
T AM directed by Secretary to acknowledge with thanks the 
receipt of your letter of the 13ih instant, enclosing copies of correspondence exchanged 


© Of May 17, 1910 (wot priuted). t OF May 28, 1910 (not printed). 
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with your agent ot Tehran relative to the question of the shipment of red oxide from, 
lormuz, 

As regards Mr. Brown's observations as to the bearing on the caso of the 
supplemental contract, copy of which forms the enclosure in his letier, Lam to observe 
that the first article of it presumably only relieves Muin-ut-Tuujjar of all responsibilit 
towards Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, in the event of unjustifiable interference with 
his rights by the Persian Government, and does not invalidate a claim made against 
him by that firm and Messrs. Ellinger in the event of proof being fortheoiing that he 
had, in fact, no rights and was guilty of fraud in making the contract at all. 

As regards the protest made by Messrs. Weir and Ellinger against the action of 
the Persian Government in selling oxide to your firm, Iam to obsorvo that this step 
was taken before those firms had any reason to doubt Muin’s good faith and his right 
to make the contracts, and while, therefore, they still belioved that the Persian 
Government were violating his rights. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(31304) No. 270. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Groy.—(Recoived August 29,) 


No. 139.) 
ir, Gulahek, July 29, 1910. 

IN your despatch No. 153 of the 17th November last you were 0 good as to 
inform Sir G, Barclay that his proposal to maintain the Shiraz consular escort at. its 
present increased strength till the end of the year 1910 was sanctioned, 

Thave now received a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul ‘at Shiraz, copy 
of which I have the honour to enclose, expressing the hope that no reduction in the 
consular escort will be made at the end of this year. 

Tentirely concur in the opinion expressed’ by Mr. Smart, and, as I seo from the 
confidential print which has just reached me (“Persia,” June’ 9, Section 2) that 
Viscount Morley agrees with the Government of Indio thatthe reduction ¢t the ose, 
is not desirable, I suggest that I may be authorised to inform Mr, Smart that the escort 

vill be mnaintained at its present strength pending a more settled stato of affuins in tho 
province of Fars. 
Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Enelosure in No. 270, 


Acting Consul Smart to Mr, Marling. 

(No. 32.) 
Sir, Shiraz, July 6, 1910. 

WITH reference to Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 13 of the 15th December last, T 
Venture to hope that no reduction in my escort is contemplated for tho end of this year, 
‘The sepoy and marine detachment is, of course, of no use for escort purposes, and tho 
eleven sowars at present available for escort duty are less than might be required at 
any moment. 

Thaye, &e, 
W. A. SMART, 





(81306) No. 271. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 29.), 


Gulahek, Tily 31, 1910, 
IN obedience to the instructions contained in your telegram No. 224 of ‘tho 20th 
July, T have the honour to enclose translation of the note which lis Highness the 
Regent addressed to His late Majesty King Edward announcing the appointment of 
His Royal Highness Mohammad Hassan Mirza as Heir Presumptive to the Throne of 
Persia. 
2735] ar 
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As Thave had the honour to report—see my telegram No. 298 of the 24th July— 
the Persian Government do not expect any recognition of the appointment to be made, 
but should His Majesty’s Government still consider that their special position in Pome 
galls for some expression on their part, I venture to suggest that it should be embodied 
in the Royal letter of acknowledament. 

Thave, &o, 


CHARLES M. MARLING. 
ee 


Enclosure in No. 271. 


Taller addressed to King George V by Azad-ul-Mulk, 
(Translation,) 
My Glorious and August Brother, 

WHEREAS ‘the appointment of the Heir Apparent and a successor to the Crown 
and ‘Throne is one of the good customs of the great Kings of Porsia, and is alee 
inewbent on our Royal person, we hava, in accordance with the rales laid down by 
our Royal ancestors and in conformity with the oxigoncies of the country, appointed 
our dearest brother, His Royal Highness Mohammad Hassan Mirza, as Heie‘to the 
Mhrone of Persia ponding the grant of a son to our Royal person, 

In view of the friendly relations existing between the Governments of Great 
Britain and Persia, and in view of the amicable’ sentiments which wo always entertain 
towards your Majesty, we havo taken this opportunity to inform your Majesty of the 
above fact, with the hope that, by your Majesty's concurrence with our sacred intentions 
and by the, will of the Almighty, the frioudship between the two Governments: may 
roach its highest point, 


Ttake, &e. 
Tn the namo of His Imperial Majesty Sultan Abmad Shab, Kajar, 
AZAD-UL-MULK, Regent, 
Tn the Palace at ‘Tohran, month of Safar 1328, 
tho first year Of our roign. 


SSS 
(80508) 


—(Received August 22.) 


Gulahek, August 4, 1910. 
fairs on the Ist instant and 
statement had been made in 
yof putting an end to the 

cl of bringing abont good 


T CALLED on the Persian Minister for Foreign A 
enquired what his policy, about which only a very vague 
the Modjliss, would be, and urged upon him the necessit 
ingane anti-Russian agitations of the past few months, 
tions betwoon St. Potersburgh and ‘Tehran, LE was afraid he would find. his soon 


personal position would make the task rather dificult, for, whether rightly or wrongly. 

fhe was porhips more than anyone else identified with the policy of the party that hed 

fomented those agitations which had had the double effect of proventing the late Cabinet 

from establishing good relations with Russia, and of finally ousting Sipahdar ovet 

Russian questions, Would he now, as he assured me was his intention, reverse the 

policy of the party that had placed him in office ? 
Hussein Kuli Khan assured mo that it would be 

to place the relations of Persia and Russia on 

confident that he would be able 

‘one pressing question on. whicl 

dismissal of Mukhber-os-Salta 


and he was quite 
88; but there was 


accomplished ? 

not see whore the difficulty la 

a written. promise 1 

necessity of fulilling official engagements would be a s 
Governmont if attacked in the Medjliss for giving way 
M. Poklewski had, as his Excellency must be aware, 
intimated that if tho Porsia 
him on a 


the end of May, 
-s they had: given 
he would undertake 
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to withdraw the detachment at Kaavin. Thanks to the efforts of the party with which 
he, Hussein Kuli Khan, was identified, the late Government had aot been able to 
respond to M. Poklewski's overtures, but I believed the offer was still open and advan~ 
tage should be taken of it. ‘The Nawab said that there would be no difficulty about one 
of M. Poklowski’s conditions, viz, the extension of the:Karajadaghi Mining Company's 
period for exploration, but the state of public opinion made it, impossible for the 
Government to agree to the Russian Road Company placing motor ears on the Resht~ 
Tehran road. He would be grateful if I would explain this to tho Russian Minister, 
Continuing, his Excellency said that the question of the Cossack rigado had also been 
mooted in this connection, but he was of opinion that it was best to leave matters a8 
they stood. What the Russians required was that in all matters concerning tho 
internal organisation of the brigade, promotions, punishments, dismissals, &e,, nothing 
should be done except on the recommendation of the commandant. ‘This was reasons 
able enough so Jong as it was understood that the brigade as.a whole and its commander 
were subordinate to the orders of the Minister of War as regards the use to be made of 
the force. I said I was very glad to learn that his E: cellency took that view of the 
ion, and said T would of course tell M, Poklowski what he had said about tho 
motor stion; but for myself 1 could not understand the reluctance of the 
Persian Government to agree to tho establishment, of service which would obviously 
be of benefit to the country, or, for that matter, on what grounds the Persian Govern- 
ment considereil themselves entitled to prohibit the use of one kind of vehicle rather 
than another. However, it was not a question on which. T was competent to offer any 
opinion Twished to urge was that if the Persian Government could not. comply 
with the wishes of the Russian Legation on this point, they should offer satisfaction on 
some other point. Probably the best way would be to discuss all tho main points 
at issue, such as the recall of Mukhber-es-Sultauch, the withdrawal of the troops, 
and try to find a general adjustment. His Excellency could be quite gure that any 
reasonable proposals would be received by M. Poklewski in the most coneiliatory spirit, 
Dut there must be give as well as take, and his Excellency must not hope that appeals 
to the necessity for conciliating public opinion in this country would always prevail; 
public oj Russia had to be considered by the Russian Government, and his 
Excellency should ask himself what sort of effect would be produced hy the news that 
consul in Kermanshah had been fired on bya Persian soldier, Hussein 
ated his assurance thathe would neglect nothing that could tend toward 
settling pending questions, and especially that of the withdrawal of tho Russian troops, 
and went on to say that the Persian Government had no intention whatover of inttoe 
ducing any other Power on the stage of Persian polities, as they wore quite aware that 
if they did so they would be only offering themselves’ ax a eatspaw, with disastrous 
sults to themselves.” I said that his declaration gave me the gresvect pleasure for the 
two Powers had felt some nneasiness on that score, Int that now that their approhene 
‘ions on this point were relieved, there was nothing in the way of their coming forward. 
an Goyerument in the work of sation to which both were 50 
anxious to contribute, ‘The Nawab said that the Cabinet had stated in their declaration 
of polic he Medjliss that they intended to proceed at once to engage foreign 
functionaries, which he hoped would convince us of the sincerity of their wish 

for reforn then asked if the two Powers would give financial assistanc; 

ions. 1 said that I could a 
tions whatever would bo attached to an advanc 


hictory. 
chief 


(Confidential.) 

T think ing, at least for the moment, the Nawab's 
1 n sure, ready toadmit M, Poklewski’s 
mivineed of the sincerity of the Russian 

Government's professions of friendliness, while, as for the Russian officials in Persi 

Tegards the great majority of them as “agents provocatours,” whose sole business 
de excuses for the retention of the Russian troops. ‘This was very noticeable in 
our conversation, during which Hussein Kuli Khan was constantly endeavouring to 
cuss the us recent “Russian incidents.” In every case he dismissed the 
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sian account as utlerly unworthy of credence, and would not admit any variation 
from the Persian version. Iwas obliged to tell him that in cases where I had the 
independent but friendly evidence of a British consular officer my information 
invariably corroborated the Russian account in essentials, and therefore I 

his Bxcelleney would do well not to put too implic ce on Persian reports. 
however, that the Minister's confidence in his offci fon—so remarkable in 
official who cannot but have liad a lar; en's inv 
tulents—was notin the , and in this case T fear that discussion of incidents 


hetween him and M, Poklewski cannot fail to be dil 


CHARLES M. MARLING, 


(31489) 
Licutenant-Colonel Coz to Sir Baicard Grey.—(Recoived August 29.) 


(No. 5. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushive, August 7, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Foreign Office despatch No. 1, 
dated the 27th June, 1910, in connection with the Turco-Persian boundary question as 
affecting Mohammera. 

A copy has been duly forwarded to His Majesty’s acting consul, Mohammerah, for 
information. 

With reference to the conelud of the third paragraph of Mr. Mallet’s 
communication, T venture to explain that your despatch No, 146, dated the 27th 
October last, to His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, was not actually cited or referred to by 
Lieutenant Wilson or myself for the reason that only the purport, and not the number 

ch No. 20 of the 6th December, 


wore by no me 
contrary, we clearly understood froin Sir George Barclay that the me¢ 
missioners’ map of 1850 had been communi: a Majesty's 
Government considered that, except. aft ion with the Russian Government, 
aud as the result of an agreement with the 'Purkish Government, they could not support 
any line but that of 1850, 
Pho fact, was, that at the time of onr previous of July 1909, we 
positive ax to which precisely was the wediati ’ map of 1850, 
ving beon enlightened on this point, aud the aspect of the line therein traced (s0 
far as it could be determined from the small-scale reduction at our disposal) appea 
to he extremely inconvenient from a Mohaimmerah point of view, we ventured to draw 
altention to this fact, and to urge a reconsideration of the decision come to by His 
Majesty's Government in 190S, should it be atall feasible to recede from it on the score 
of expediency, 
‘Dho following reasonings underlay our representation (if 1 may be pardoned for 
ing, then) :— 


It is true that « copy of the map of 1850 was communicated to the Porte, but they 

riot accept the line at the time. No mention was made of it in the identic map of 
1860), nor was the commission of 1850 even referred to in the accompanying declarati 
of that year. Evidence to show that it was upheld by the commission of 1876 
ippear to be in any’ way defini tly, it would appear that the Porte have not 
heen actually apprised of the attitude of His Majesty’s Government as indicated in 
Foreign Offico despatch No. 75 of the 25th February, 1905, to His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Constantinople. In yievr, therefore, of these considerations, we do not seem, 
vised-via the Porte, to be irrevocably committed as yet to father the line of 1850. Now 
that we realise (as far as it is possible to judge from the small-scale map available to 
us) what that line apparently is, and seo that the enforcoment of it would mean a 
highly inconvenient and impracticable alteration of the boundary locally accepted and 
acted on for many years past, and would produce a most complicated situation, very 
projudicial to our interests with the Sheikh of Mokammerah, we bog to enquire if there 
s tio possibility of devising a way of escape from it in anticipation of the raising of the 
issue, 
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T learn from Mr, Mallet’s present letter that His Majesty's Government, after 
reconsideration of the question, hold that there is not, and that they feel obliged 10 
adhere to the decision intimated to me in Sir George ‘Barelay’s despatch of the 6th 
December, 1909. 

There are, however, one or tivo points brought out by your despatch under reply 
upon which I venture to touch before concluding. ‘ 

It is noted that in the records of His Majesty’s Government neithor the original 
nor any copy of the mediating commissioners’ map of 1850 exists, the original having 
been irrevocably lost hefore it reached England, ‘Tho only autlentic version of the 
modiating commissioners’ map extant must therefore be the copy communicated to the 

Is it known for certain whether that document was a replica or a reduction of 
nal, and whether it still exists in the archives of the Porte, and could be 
by them ? 

short of the production by the Turks of the copy given to them, apparently. 

to depend upon for an indication of the correct boundary as recommended 
by the commissioners is the document issued as Appendix B to My. Parker's momor 
randum of December 1906. I heg respectfully to enquire what is the precise value 
and authority of this document, either as to tho correct position of the geographical 
features, which are necessarily very sparsely shown on such a small-scale map, ot 8 to 
the position of the mediating commissioners’ lino in relation to those features’? 
__, Seconilly, as regards the fort of Sheikh Jabir, understood to have been demolished 
in 1850 by order of the commissioners, I have asked Lieutenant Wilson to seo. what 
information he can obtain quietly in Mohammerah on this point, but the records at 
Mohammerah are meagre and incomplete, and if there is no objection I boy that 1 may 
be favoured with copies of any documonts in possession of His Majesty's Foreign Ollice 
either bearing on the procise site of the structure or giving details of what passed in 
connection with its destruction. 

1 trust that, in view of the importance attaching to the subject locally, I shall be 
pardoned for troubling you with these enquiries, 
ng Coby. of this coumunication is being sent to His Majesty’s chargé d'atfaires, 
Tehran, for information. 

Thave, &e, 
P. %, CON 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf and 
Consul-General for Fars, dic. 


——— a ee 
(80410) No. 274. 


Sir B, Goschen to Sin award Grey—(Reecived August 22.) 


, Berlin, August 15, 1910. 
1 semi-official newspapers have expressed strong approval of the pro= 
s of the German Minist 


represen 
Otlice, 


h led to 
the following 
Berlin telegram to 


“Russian and English newspapers consider it fitting to reproach Count Quadt 
with having unwarrantably interfered in Persian internal a ‘The truth is that on 
the morning of the day upon which the disturbances took place Count Quadt went 


into Tehran in order to provide for the safety of the German community. Riding 
(0735) 3G 





through the town with the laudable object of seeing with his own eyes whether proper 

s had been taken for the protection of his countrymen, he came by chance and 
quite unintentionally upon the garden where Sattar Khan and his people had taken 
their stand. With the sole idea of avoiding bloodshed, he undertook to carry a 
message from Sattar Khan to the Persian Government.’ The communication with 
which he was charged was of sucha nature that, had it been delivered, all danger of a 
conflict would have peen precluded. Unfortunately, however, the firing of a shot led 
to immediate hostilities and prevented the fedais from carrying out their intention to 
lay down their arms. It is clear, therefore, that Count Quadt did nothing which could 
he possibly regarded as an interference in an internal Persian affair, and that he 
only acted im the cause of humanity, ‘The people who now find fault with his action 


lay themselves open to the charge of complete indifference as to whether blood was 
shed or not,” 


‘The ‘Frankfurter Zeitung” reproduces the above, and adds on its own account: 
“Toven the most sensitive national feeling camnot regard an attempt on the pa 
foreign diplon assistance in a difficult situation as an interference in 
internal affairs, and the ravings of the Russian and British press can only be explained 
by the selfish and egotistical attitude adopted by the Russian and British Governments 
in dealing with Persian affairs.” 

‘The “ Frankfurter Zeitung” adds that, for certain reasons of their own, the 
an and British representatives were extremely anxious that Sattar and Bagher 
should bo put out of the way or, at least rendered linrmless, and that therefore 

it was easy to understand how much’ they resented the action of their German and 
‘Purkish colleagues, action which was within an ace of bringing to naught their 
carefully planned diplomatic combinatioy 

Tn conclusion, the “Frankfurter Zeitung” warns the Persiin Government that it 

ig only to Governments from whom they expect much that Great Britain and Kussia 
pay court, and that therefore they had hetter be prudent and take at its proper value 
tho flattery which they are now, no doubt, receiving from the two representatives upon 
their recent onslaught upon Sattar Khan and his fedais. 

Tshould mention that among the more independent German newspapers there are 


gomo who do uot share the views of the semi-official press, and who observe that, while 
Connt Quacdt’s action was doubtless well meant and inspired by humane considerations, 
it was nevertheless somewhat tactless and indiscreet. 


Thaye, &c. 
W. E. GOSCHEN. 





(80432) No. 275, 


Sir Gh, Lowther to Sin Badieard Grey—(Received August 

No, 578.) 

Sin, ‘Therapia, August 16, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 546 of the 6th August last, I have the honour 

to transmit herewith copy of a despatch received from His Majesty’s consul at 

Ergroum, giving a detailed account of the Turco-Persian frontier incident which 
recently occurred near Kizil Dize, 

‘Phe Russian Ambassador here endorses Mr. MeGregor's account in all but the part 
which refers to the Russia consul, His Excellency informs me that the point in 
dispute between Turkey and Persin lies due south of Bayazid; there are two roads 

ing south of Kizi of which the most westerly lias constituted till now the 
undisputed houndary. But the ‘Turks have now encroached. 

‘Phe matter, his Excellency asssures me, is too important for the Russians to close 
their eyes to it, a8 the place in dispute is close to the point where the three Empi 
tieek M, eliawykow bas aduessed a sbrongly woitled note (0 Rifaat Pasha insisting 
on the maintenance in this district of the status quo. In reply his Excellency has 
received verbal assurances from Rifaat Pasha that the atatus quo will be maintained, 
‘but so fur it has not been re-established, nor have the Persians been allowed to go and 
reap the crops that were sown by them on the lands from which they have been driven 
by the Parks. 

T have sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran, 

Thave, &, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
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inclosure in No, 275, 


Consul MeGregor to Sir G. Lowther, 


(No. 54. Confidential.) 
Sir, Erzeroum, August 5, 1910, 
WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday's dato, I have the honour to report 
to your Excellency that, although the local authorities display unusual reticence on the 
subject, it has become known that on tho 20th ultimo Turkish troops from Kizil Dize, 
in the sanjak of Bayazid, advanced into Persian territory, and after an encounter with 
some Persians (whether soldiers or civilians is not clear) established themselves on the 
right bank of the Inji Chai, about an hour-and-a-half’s march on the Persian side of 
the frontier. 

On the 31st ultimo the Vali of Erzeroum unexpectedly left, for Bayazid, having 
given ont that he proposed taking the roundabout route by Khinis, whereas it, is now 
stated that he is proceeding direct to Bayazid with instructions to discuss tho incident 
with the Persian vice-consul in that town. It is also said that ‘a Russian consul,” 
accompanied by a Cossack escort, had proceeded to the spot, but that ho was compelled 
to abstain from conducting an enquiry, the officer in command of the Turkish troops 
having declared to him that the matter was one exclusively regarding the Ottoman and 
Persian authorities 

Tealled to-day on Daud Khan, the Persian consul-general, who confirmed in its 
main features the version submitted above, with the exception of the rumoured 


intervention of a Russian consular officer, and supplemented it by the following 
details : 


‘Dhree years ago a Turco-Persian commission, headed on the ‘Turkish side by Rerile 
Abuk Ahmet Pasha, fixed as the houndary line in'the neighbourhood of Kizil Dize the 
stream called Inji Chai, and since then no misunderstanding had arisen until about a 
month ago, when the Mutessarif of Bayazid, on visiting Kizil Dizo, received a complaint 
from some of the inhabitants to the effect that the Persians had been encroaching on 
‘Purkish territory on the right bank of the Inji Chai, and had sown crops there, ‘Pho 
Mutessarif, without making further enquiry, and either ignoring, or ignorant of, the 
‘agreement above mentioned, immediately sont two battalions actoss the Inji Chai, with 
the result that a conflict took place in which two Turkish soldiers were killed and ono 
was wounded, the Persians losing four killed and seven wounded. I gather that there 
were no Persian troops in the locality, and that the opponents of the Turks were morely 
peasants resisting the incursion into their fields. ‘The Turkish troops are now stationed 
several miles within Persian territory, and the authorities now. refuse to allow tho 
to enter Ottoman territory , the pretext for this step being 
as appeared i As a matter of fact, however, no ordinary 
ave beon prescribed at Kizil Dize, and’ the action of the ‘Turks 
in requiting that the mail should be conveyed by way of Van savours of gratuitous 
provocation 
‘The Persian consul-general expressed the opinion that, as the Turks were evidently 
bent on exploiting the present weakness of Persia, the negotiations between the vali 
nd the Per a e-consul at Bas could hardly be other than tless, and, 
judging by the language usually held here by the leading officials and the mombers of 
the committee, he has probably good reason for his apprehensions, 
Tove, ée 
P. J, O. McGREGOR. 


August 6.—Atter copying out this despatch T received « message from Daud 
1 informing me that, according toa Persian merchant who had just arrived here from 
Dize, the Ottoman soldiery were being reinforced, and had violently taken possession 
of about 200 houses in Persian territory. A squad of Russian Cossacks had also arrived. 
on the spot to protect the Persians. 


P. J.C. McG, 





[30618] 
Count Benckendorff to Mr. Mallet,—(Received August 


Dear Mr, Mallet, Gorman Embassy, August 20, 1910. 
M. SAZONOW informs me that he has telegraphed to our el 
Rome, the following instruction 


2 remercier le Gouvernement italien pour le procédé dont il a usé 
parche du : an concernant V'entrée de 
de Perse comme instructeurs. Venille: i lui confirmer 


opp 





(30627) 
Mr. Wallace to Mr. Norman.—(Received Auguat 22.) 


Winchestor House, Old Broad Street, 
Dear Mr, Norma alugust 22, 1910. 
absence abroad T opened y «ldressed to him, and I 
havo to thank you for giving us the clear exposition of Russia's attitude tov 
Joan novs in contemplation. 
Meintine the Persian Government appear to have gone off at a tangent. 
ing of the 15th Eeft with Mr, M copy of Mr. Preeco’s telegram 
of the 13th, which we took to be Persia’s agreement to the terms put before her 
by Mr. Prooee, 
‘To make the position clear to you I now enclose copies of telegram. 


©. W. Wallace, London, to J. R. Preece, Tehran, 15th August, 1910. 
J. R. Preece, Tehran, to C. W. Wallace, London, 16th August, 1910. 
©. W, Wallace, Loudon, to J. R. Preece, ‘Tehran, 16th August, 1910. 
©, W. Wallace, London, toJ. R, Preece, Tehran, 17th August, 1910. 
WR. Preece, Tehran, to C, W, Wallace, London, 1th August, 1910. 


I would also ret graph 3 of your letter to me of the 3rd of thi 
which confirms what Mr, Mallet was good enough to say to me on the same subje 
the 2nd July, 1910, 

Tnow propose to reply Preece that we are not prepared to recede from the 
position taken up. in an i to him of the Lith of this month, and that the 
British Government is ready to acquiesce on the Persian ( mont’s giving us part 
of tho collat ty for the proposed lo 8 of the southern 
customs and of the telegraphs available after prior claims in respect of the advances to 
which they are alroady pledged have been me 

T would like to see Mr ‘ou, however, for a few minut fore doing so, 
and, in the iopo of seeing one of you, 1 will call at the Foreign Ollice on my way to 
Winchester House at about midday on Tuesday next, the 23rd instant. 

Tam going up to London on thi for a meeting arranged between some 
members of my group and solicitors, at 2 ra. Hence my desire to see you at noon 
if possible, for unless and until the Persians recede from the attitude described in 
Mr. Preece’s telegram of the 1Nth it is impossible for me to proceed. 

Believe me, &c. 
(For ©. W. Wal 
HL. S. ASHTON. 
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Enclosure in No. 277. 


Telegrams exchanged beticeen Mr. Wallace, London, and Mr, Preeee, Tehran. 


3) 


Mr. Wallace to Mr. Preece. 
August 15, 1910. 
‘YES ; add Persian Government profits and shares as further security, referring to 
our telegram of the 10th, Foreign Ollice has telegraphed Russian Government to-day 
requesting acquiescence our loan. Until reply received, you must do nothing more 
in connection with. 


2) 
Mr. Preece to Mr. Wallace. 


August 16, 1910, 

REFERRING to your telegram of the 15th: Very good. 

Do not anticipate 20 [sie] objection Keren the Russian, Moet eympathising regards 
loan, as etrong help aiding him gotting bake” debt, consolidated, which they (he now 
being engaged in, : e 

terview yesterday afternoon Persian Government strongly objected to giving 
any security except Anglo-Persian Oil Company Board of Directors eharo(e) and ‘profit(e), 
but may be induced give you second lieu on southern customs, 

Russian object any interference with the northern and mint. Southern customs 
in twelve yeard will: be! vellevéd\ of (from) bank lien (on) jPandiim\eipliteadi of english, 
Do you agree? 


B) 


Mr. Wallace to Mr. Preece. 
August 16, 1910. 
OUR minimum is first, Persian Government oil shares, royalties, and percentage 
profits; second, surplus ‘southern customs; third, telegraph; fourth, Persian 
Government mining shares, royalties, and percentage profits. 


(4,) 


Mr. Wallace to Mr. Preece. 
August 17, 1910, 
REPLYING to your telegram of the 13th August, we will send in o fow days 
draft agreement and power of attorney. You must await former, 


(6) 


Mr. Preece to Mr. Wallace. 
August 19, 1910. 
REPLYING to communication of your telegram of the 16th August, have 
received following :-— 


“Have to thank you for the copy telegram from the syndicate regarding security 
for proposed loan, and beg you will Kindly convey to them our reply that of the four 
securities mentioned the first only—that relating to Persian Government, oil share and 
profit—can be accepted, Question of the Kerman mines and railways for the Persian 
Government, whether this loan comes off or not, stand as it was, and will remain open 
until finally arranged by the parties. 

[1738] 3H 





Reason for above is either unwillingness ask two Governments to sanction 
security of customs and telegraph as they must in accordance with their agreement, or 
they want them cover future loanérom the two Governments, which they will probably 
ask them for shortly. 





(30642) No. 278. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived August 22.) 


(No. 834, 

(Welographic.) P. : 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. - 
Thavo the honour to report, with reference to your telegram No. 449 of the 

18th August to Mr. O’Beirne, that we shall make a verbal communication in the sense 

desired. In this connection, however, we venture to point out that if our advice is 
aecepted by the Persian Government, France may very possibly lose the post of 

Financial Advisor in Persia, up till now held by M. Bizot. M. Bizot, who is at present 

neo on leave, and whose return is doubtful, was alw jon that the 
ment of assistants of another nationality would ischarge of his 
tvemoly difficult, I would also recall your attention to the fact that 

M. Bizot himself tocommended that after the seven assistants had been engaged the 

post of Financial Adviser should be abolished. 


Gulahek, August 22, 1910. 





[30643] No. 279. 


Mr. O'Beinne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived Auguat 22.) 
(No. 20.) 
(Welegeraphi St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1910. 
PERSIA: Oil company’s loan, 
Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 382 of 18th August, 
ing Minister for Foreign Affairs has communicated to me the substance of a 


telegram from the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran stating that, from the point of view of 
Russian inte’ unquestionably desirable that the loan agreement 
should be postponed until complotion of negotiations respecting conversion of debts to 
Russian Bank, with which negotiations Persian Government are to proceed one of 
these days. 





(29983) No. 280, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
No. 246. 
(tote ‘ie Foreign Ofice, August 22, 1910. 

EN Mines Concession. (See Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 328 of the 
27th instant, 

Mr, Marling may have overlooked your despatch No. 223 of the 30th December, 
1909. Ploaso refer to this and also to correspondence in general regarding Tndo- 
Buropean ‘Telegraph Company's application for improvement of communication between 
Gulf and Kerman. 

Ben if Preoce's pals consented, and you yourself considered the moment 
more favourable, we should have to communicate with Russian Government and the 
Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company, and obtain concurrence of Government of India 
before supporting him. 


A eS 
(80234) No. 281. 


dward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 247.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 22, 1910. 
JOINT note to Persian Government. (See Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 222 of the 
9th August.) 


Suggestion has been made by Russian Government that, in-the event of Persian 
Government giving an unfavourable reply, yon and your Russian colleague should 
retum the note, observing that no answer is required to the joint note of the 20th May, 
which was merely in the nature of a warning to the Persian Government, that the two 
neighbouring Powers, who have always shown good-will to Persia, reserve to themselves 
the right to take the necessary steps if Persian Government does not see fit to fall in 
with the legitimate demands. 

T suppose any such communication would be verbal, in accordance with decision 
made in June last. 

Give me your views on proposed course, and state what steps you would suggest 
if it becomes necessary. to execute the threat. 


[80713] No. 262, 
Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received August 23.) 


31.) 
(felegray hie R. 

PERSIA: Southern roads, 

My tele; No. 224 of 15th Aug 

Aide-mémoire received from Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs states that the 
Russian Minister at ‘Tehran [?has been) instructed to join his British colleague in 
making a strong representation to the Persian Government respecting, the insecurity 
existing on cortain trade routes, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs sees no objection to the proposed levy of a force 
analogous to tho Cossack brigade, to bo commanded by Tndian ofleers, provided that 
its activity does not extend to points in the Russian sphere such as Ispalan, 

From information recently received Russian Government think that it would bo 
preferable to allow the Persian Government three months instead of twvo [sic] to restore 
order themselves, more especially in view of the impending nomination of a now 
Governor-General at Fars. 


St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1910, 





(29924) No, 288. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 248.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Auguat 23, 1910, 
THAVE received « complaint from a firm at Manchester that the Russian advance 
in Azerbaijan has entirely ruined their trade in Northern Persia, 
Ishould have supposed that the diminution in their trade had taken place pro- 
viously. 


(30627) No. 284. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 250.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Augnst 23, 1910. 

OIL company's loan (seo Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 331 of the 18th August). 

Oil company are only offering loan in the place of a joint advance ands oblige 

They would therefore be glad to retire from their undertaking should Persian 
Government now renew request to the two Powers for an advance, If, however, 
Persian Government weré to apply to us for an additional advance after having first 
concluded loan with oil company difficulties would arise, because no sufficient security 
would remain for a joint advance, oil company's loan having already been given on 
security of sorplua of Boulhers customs revenue. If this, wore 19 happen the two 
Powers would have to refuse an advance, in spite of their anxiety to oblige the Porsian 
Government. 





Southern customs and telegraph revenues are, on the other hand, essential, in the 
company’s opinion, as supplementary security for their loan, and without them they 
ean give no loan. s 

Owing to this dilemma, success of oil company’s negotiations is imperiled. Can 
yon suggest any solution? Mr, Preece’s reports give cause to believe that subsequent 
application to the tio Powers is contemplated. 





[30160] No. 285. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 251.) 
{Sox hic.) P, Foreign Office, August 23, 1910. 
WITH reference to point 3 in Mr, Marling's telegram No, 283 of the 15th June, 
the India Office inform me that it is with regard to consulates at Shiraz and Ispahan, 
that the Indian Government require your opinion, 





(30618) No. 286, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 
(No, 285.) _ 


(Welegraphie.) P, * Foreign Oyfice, August 23, 1910. 


FORE \ insuctors, Xc,, for Persian Government. 

Please tell Italian Government that I am yery sensible of their courteous and 
friendly procedure in consulting me as to Persian Government's request for Italian 
subjects as instructors to gendarmerie before replying to it. 

told the Marquis Imperiali that in view of the fact that we have always 
1 Persian Government to employ only subjects of lesser Powers, we should 
embari jovernment were to accede to the request. 





[80248) No. 287. 
Sir Edward Grey to M. Daeschner, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 23, 1910, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Italian Government have recently 
informed His Majesty's Government and the Russian Government that the Persian 
Government proposed to ask the Italian Government for the loan of some Italian 
subjects to rvorganiso the Persian gendarmerie. ‘They added that they would not 
reply to the Persian Government without first ascertaining whether the proposal was 
agreeable to His Majesty's and the Russian Governments. 

‘The two Governments have replied that they are grateful to the Italian Government 
for their courteous action in. making this friendly communication, but that the 
ongagement of Italian subjects in the proposed capacity would place the two Powers 
in a most diflicult position, in view of their having recommended the Persian 
Government to apply to the minor Powers forstheir foreign adviser. 

It appears that the Persian Government also contemplate asking the Frencl. 

nent to appoint five French experts to assist M. Bizot in the reorganisation of 
ances, and His Majesty's Government would be glad to know the intention of the 
Vrench Government as regards accepting this invitation. 

In order to avoid international jealousies, His “Majesty's Government would 
themselves prefer the appointment of Belgian subjects to assist M. Bizot if euch a 
solution would be agreeable to the French Government and to M. Biot, whose 

‘ces are highly appreciated by His Majesty's Government. 

Thave, &. 
E. GRE 
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{30851} No, 288. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 
(No, 335.) 


(Velegraphic.) P. Gillahek, August 23, 1910. 

KERMAN mining concession. 

With reference to your telegram No. 246 of the 2nd August, T have the honour 
to report that it appears to me doubtful that foreign enterprise would be more 
favourably viewed now than in December by the Medjliss. It is true that the danger 
from Afghan gun-runners has practiéally ceased, but the situation in Kerman district, 
according to recent advices, does not show any improvement to justify the dispatch of 
an engineer, which step was all that the other group contemplated for the moment, 
unaccompanied by a strong escort. [am enquiring further, however, on this point. 

Pending your instructions I shall not support Preoce. 





80852) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey —(Recvived August 24.) 
(No. 336.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 23, 1910. 

WITH reference to your telogram No. 247 of the 23rd August, I have the honour 
to state that, while concurring in the suggestion that wo should return any reply 
received if it is unfavourable, I would deprecate using the threat proposed. 

I submit that if we return the reply, wo should at the same time make a yerbal 
statement, pointing out that no answer was required to our joint note, which merely 
conveyed a warning as to the consequence of the Persian Government disregarding 
the legitimate desire therein expressed by the two neighbouring Powers, who had 

s been animated by feelings of good-will towards Persia. 

M, Poklewski agro 





[80916) No. 290, 


‘ Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 24.) 
(No. $37, 
(elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 24, 1910, 

OIL company’s proposed Ioan to Persian Government. 

Thave the honour to report, with reference to your telegram No. 260 of the 23rd 
August, that the Persian Government have refused to give customs and telegraphs ag 
security to the Strathcona group, and that therefore the negotiations, so far as a loan is 
concerned, have broken down. 

It is not apparent by what reasons the Persian Government have been actuated in 
this matter. 

‘Their refusal may possibly foreshadow an application to the joint Governments, 
Dut the attitude of the Minister for Foroign Affairs, so far as I have seen, affords no 
indication that such a step is contemplated at present. 





(30917) No. 291, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reevived Auguat 24.) 
(No. 338.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

POLICING of southern roads. 

With reference to Mr. OBeirne’s tologram No. 231 of the 22nd August, T agree 
that a period of at least three months wherein to restore order should be given to the 
Persian Government. Ibelieve that the Government intend to nominate Ain-ed-Dowleh 
Governor-General of Fars in the place of Zafar-es-Sultanch, and so far as I am able 
to judge this appointment promises well forthe futur, 

The proposed representations regarding the southern roads had occurred to me 
when cael in London in connection with an offer of financial assistance without 
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Gulahek, August 24, 1910. 
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political conditions hy the joint Powers. I still adhere to the advisability of such a 
step in this connection. If representations are not accompanied by offer of money, it 
appears to me advisable that they should be postponed for the present. 

‘The present, Cabinet shows promise, and has announced that the restoration of 
ordér will be one of its first tasks, 





(30914) No. 292, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived August 24.) 
(No. 233.) 
(Delegraphic:) P. St. Petersburgh, August 24, 1910. 

PROPOSED loan by Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Persian Government. 

Tn a conversation which I had to-day with the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
T remarked that, in the event of the conclusion of the oil company's Ioan being 
ostponed owing to delay in the negotiations for the conversion of Persia's debts to the 
Russian Bank, the result would probably ia would make application for the 
advance which had heen offered to her by the two Powers. It was still open to her to 
do this. I expressed a helief that Russia would probably profer to see the money 
advanced by the company rather than join in supplying it herself. 

M, Sazonow acknowledged that Twas right in my supposition, but said that the 
Persian Government, even if they obtained the money which the oil company wero 
prepared to advance, were certain to apply within a few months for a further advance 
fron the two Powers. If the southern customs were pledged as security for the oil 
coinpany’s advance, no adequate security would he left for a subsequent advance by the 

Powers, He thought, therefore, that it might be preferable if the loan to be made 
by the oil company could be of such an amount that any further application by Persia 
to the two Powers for money might be rendered unnecessary. 





oe | No. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 


No, 234,), 
‘Pelogeaphie.) P. 
‘CGAGEMEN'T of financial advisers by the Persian Government. 
ir Gi. Barclay’s telegram No. 334 of the 22nd August. 


St. Petersburgh, August 24, 1910, 


Twas informed to-tiy by M. Sazonow that instructions had already been sent to 
tho Russian repr ive i iy ph to explain to the French Foreign 
Office the ions why, in the opinion of the British and Russian Governnients, it was 
preferable that the nationals of minor Powers should be employed. 

M, Sazonow remarked that the French Government intrested itself but little in 
Porsian affairs, and said that he believed that the explanation which he had offered 
svouild ho quite satisfactory to them, 





(30852) No. 294, 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 479.) 
(Pelegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, August 24, 1910. 
ASK Russian Gov nent to concur in our confining ourselves to the announce 
ment suggested in Sir G, Barelay’s telogram No. 336 of the 23rd instant, in which 
M, Poklewski agrees, 
[think Sir G, Barclay is right in regarding uso of threat as injudicious, 
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(30961) No. 295. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofiiee.—(Received August 25.) ° 


Sir, India Ofice, August 24, 1910, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to address yon in connection 
svith Lieutenant-Colonel Cox’s telegram to His Majesty's chargé d'aflaires at Tehran 
(which was repeated in the latter’s telegram No, 303 of the 26th July last), regarding 
the cssurances to be given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

Viscount Morley has now examined the papers enclosed in Lieutenant-Colonel Cox's 
despatch No. 2 of the 16th June Inst to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and 
he has formed the opinion, in which he trasts that Sir B. Grey will concur, that: in the 
dispute between the sheikh and the Vali of Bussorah the former showed a commend- 
able self-restraint and a genuine desire to subordinate his personal inclinations to the 
policy of His Majesty's Government. Tt further appears to his Lordship that, on the 
merits of the question at issue, the sheikh had right on his side, and that, though it 
would he too much to pretend that his administration hns at all times been impeccable, 
the specific allegations made against him by the vali are sufficiently disposed of in 
Mr, Wilson's despatch of the 4th Jun 

these circumstances, and in view of the sheikh’s not unnatural impatience 
described in Colonel Cox's above-quoted telegram, Lord Morley is strongly of opinion 
that the assurances of His Majesty's Government's support: may now safely be give 
and_he is prepared, if Sir E, Grey approves, to submit the sheikh’s name to the King 
for the grant ofa K.O.LE. 

‘Dhe attitude of the local Turkish a 


ions to the Turkish fleet are not likely to diminish. 

forley would suggest, for Sir Ei. Grey’s consideration, that the time is rapidly 

approaching when it would be well for His Majesty's Government, to make some counter~ 

demonstration at the head of the gulf. If Sir B, Grey shares this view, the investiture 

of tho sheikh with the K.C.LE, might be made an occasion for somo ceremony, and for 

a show of considerable. ngth in the neighbourhood of Mohammerah and 

Koweit, 

Tn conclusion Tam to suggest that a copy of the assurances should be furnished to 

Mr. Cousul Crow with such further explanations as to the policy of His Majesty's 

snment as Sit E, Grey may eonsilor desirable to ensure co-operation between the 
British consulai 

Tam, &e. 
Rt. RICHIE, 


{31014} No. 296, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received August 26.) 
No. 339.) 
clegraphic.) P. 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign ass 
With reference to my telegram No. 234 of the 22nd August, T have the honour 
to report that my Russian colleague and I made the communication verbally and 
separately to the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday. His Excellonoy evinced some 
surprise. He had understood that the tivo Governments desired tho engagement of 
French assistants in the Ministry of Finance. ‘The selection of Frenchmen recommended. 
itself to him also, and he had been attempting to conquer the opposition of a section 
of the Medjliss who were opposed to them, 
Although his Excelleney rejected any idea of being directed by our influence, he 
gave me to understand that he would no longer endeavour to carry the measure through 
the Medjliss. 


Gulahel, August 25, 1910. 
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[82015] No. 297. 
Sir G, Barélay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received August 25.) 


Coicgeeahi ) P. Gulahek, August 25, 1910. 
ey to your telegram No, 248 of the 25th August, [have the honour to state 
that Tam asking for a report from the consular ofcer at Tabree, bt enquiry woul 

e facilitated if T could inform hiin of the name of the Mancheste stion, 
te ae ate tp aotet to tendo i gonoral or to thelr on trade with Northern Dersia 


‘A considerable increase has, I believe, taken place in Russian trade. 





[81025] No. 298. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived August 25.) 
St, Petersburgh, August 25, 1910. 


to joint note as to concessions. 
M. Fag G. Barclay suggests, and will instruct, 


M. Poklew 





[81014] No. 
Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


7 at Roreiaiv Of gust 25, 1910. 
(Polegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 25, 1910. 


FORDIGN assistants. Your telegram No. 339 of ih August. a 
SE OUasal teat eenadtnen teat course oh jecuonnle ena meroly as contravening 
neiple.of employment of subjects of minor rather than those of Great Powers. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs no doubt clearly understood that we were opposed to: 


it for no other reason, 


{81015] No, 300. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
Melogephie) P 
Ue tanta hin anne seas logan 
claim formerly to ha don in Northern Pers 





(81045) No. 301, 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received August 26.) 


Constantinople, August 21, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. of the 16th it tant, I hi re the honour to 
forward herewith a minuto from Major ‘Ty yy attaché to this embassy, in 
regard to the Turco-Persian boundary near 
Lasked Major Tysrell to furnish me w 
acquainted with the district in question, 


emorandum as he is personally 


Thave, &. # 
RARD LOWTH 
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Enclosure in No. 301. 


Copy of a Minute from Major Tyrrell, Military Attaché to His Majesty's Embassy 
at Constantinople, dated August 20, 1910, 


REFERENCE Mr. MeGregor's despatch No. 54, 

As the Russian Ambassador appears to have told your Excelleney that the western 
oad, of the two running south from Kizil Dizo, hus been the undisputed boundary, T 
venture to make a few remarks from personal knowledge of the locality. 

Kizil Dize is, and always has been, well within the Turkish frontier. I was there 
in 1905, before the Turks had commenced their forward movements, and even at that 
time there was no question of the Persian frontier coming within some miles of 
Kizil Dize. 

OF the two roads south from Kizil Dize, the more easterly one is the caravan 
route to Tabreez, One had to go 5 or 6 miles along this road before reaching the 
frontier. As for the western road, which M, Tcharvkoff says marks the boundary line, 
that lies entirely and for its whole length within ‘Turkish territory, though from 6 to 
10 miles south of Kizil Dize it skirts close to the watershed which was understood to 
be the frontier when I was there, 

At about 10 miles south of Kizil Dize this road crosses the Bghri Chai, the 
valley of which runs across the general line of the water parting alluded to above, s0 
that in this place the well-defined natural frontier line is broken, and it is probably 
somewhere on this stream that the disputed fields lie, 

(It is of course possible that the ‘Turks hh 
basin, and that the 


G. E. TYRRELL, 





(31147) No. 302, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdwoard Grey.—(Received August 26.) 

(No, 341.) 

(Tolegeaphic.) P. 
ENGAGEMEMT of foreign as 
With reference to my telegram No, 339 of the 25th August, T have the honour to 

report that the Belgian Minister, who had heard a rumour that tho engagement. of 

Swiss financial assistants was contemplated, has urged upow ine the advantages of tho 

choiee of Belgians. “In reply, I informed him that the joint Jegations had recently, 

recommended the selection of subjects of the smaller Powers, and. that I’ had 
entioned Belgians to Hussein Kuli Klan as suitable for assistants, under M. Bizot, 
in the Ministry of Finance, 


Gulahek, August 26, 1910, 


(Confidential.) 
His Excellency appeared to be doubtful as to what view Belgian Gi 
would take with regard to the suggested subordination of Belgians to M. Biz 





[81157] No. 803, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received August 20, 
(No. 342.) i ee) 
(Telegraphic.)P. Gilahek, August 26, 1910, 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants 
In reply to your telegram No, 254 of the 26th August, T have the honour to report 
that there can be no misapprehension in the mind of the Minister for Foreign Affine, 
We made it clear that we were actuated by the desire to obviate the jealousies of the 
owerss 


[1738] Te 
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[81205] No. 304, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Recoived August 27.) 


Sir, India Office, August 26, 1910. 
IN reply to your lotter"dated the 12th August, 1910, am directed to say that the 
Secretary of State for India concurs in the terms of the reply that the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs proposes to return to the despatch of His Majesty's chargé d'affaires 
‘at Tehran, dated the 4th July last, as to the ‘Turco-Persian frontier in the neighbourhood 
of Mohammerah. 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 





(81157) No, 305, 
Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
Foreign Office, August 27, 1910. 


clude Persian Government will ask for French Swiss. 
ice is to your telegram No, 341 of the 26th August. 





{30917} No. 306. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
‘No. 493.) 
Pelographic.) Re Foreign Office, August 27, 1910. 
RG. BARCLAY’S telegram No, 338 of 24th August: Restoration of order in 
Southern Persia. 
Inform Russian Government that T agree with Sir G. Barclay, ond think that 
representations should he deferred for a while, 





[30914] No. 307. 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
(No, 494) 
(Selegraphic.) P. 
PERSIAN advance, 
icate have abandoned their negotiations. ‘They would not lend more 
money. We were endeavouring to surmount difliculty as to the customs which had 
already occurred to us. 
I tho adyance were from (ireat Britain and Russia, would the Russian Govern- 
ment equally insist on conversion of their debt as a preliminary? 


Foreign Office, August 27, 1910. 





(31266) No. 308, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 


Fulahek, August 28, 1910. 
's proposed loan to Persian Goverment. 
With reference to my telegram No. h Angnst, Ihave the honour to 
report the resumption of the oil company’s loan negotiations. 
Proposals now put forward by the Persian Government are as follows: A loan of 
200,000L, secured on the Southern customs and on oil shares, or a loan of 100,000. on 
former security only. 
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I submit that a solution of the difficulty set forth in your telegram No. 250 of the 
23rd August would be arrived at if the smaller of the above proposed loans were 
secured on the Persian Government's shares and profits in the oil company. It would 
be even more satisfactory if the Persian Government’s shares and profits in the oil 
company and in the new company could be made security for the 200,001. 


[81544] No. 309. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 


4No. 344.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Gulalick, August 28, 1910. 

STRENGTRENING. of consular buildings in Persia, With reference to. your 
telegram No. 251 of the 23rd August : 

Consulate at Ispahan consists, Mr. Grahame reports, of straggling buildings 
commanded on two sides. ‘There are no defences, and it would entail a heavy and 
useless expenditure to construct such. His Majesty's consul-general is of opinion that 
it would be useless to attempt to hold consulate with five times present numbers 
against an armed force. He is entirely adverse to adoption of defence works. 

's consul at Shir 8 defence works to be unnecessary. 
T share the opinions expressed abo 





[31309) No. 310, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bateard Grey.— (Received Auguat 20.) 

145.) 

; Gulahiky Auguat %, 1910, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 312 of the 8rd instant, I havé the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at Kermanshah, 
reporting on the disturbances which recently took place there, and desoribing the 
steps which he took to afford support to his Russian colleague, 

I consider that Mr. Knox showed most commendable judgment and energy on a 
very trying occasion, and I have expressed to him my entiro approyal of the action 
taken by him in the matter. 

‘The Russian Minister has verbally exprossed to me his warm appreciation of 
Mr. Knox's servieos. 

Thave, &e, 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure in No, $10, 
Acting Consul Knox to Mr, Marling. 


Kermanshah, July 28, 1910. 
10 report that since the morning of the 24th July serious 
jan demonstrations have been taking place, On the night of the’ 23rd (as 
reported in my telegram No. 20 of the 24th uly) a Persian soldier of tho Kerendi 
regiment was shot in the Ru in consul’s garden. Previous to this, soldiers from the 
Governor's camp had continually entered the garden at night—usually in the intention 
of stealing fruit—and two gardeners had been wounded by them, This man was first 
seen about midnight near the door of M. Lissowski’s house; ho was then challenged 
and took to flight. An hour later the same man returned, and was this time shot. 
Early the next morning more than 100 men of his regiment arrived before the 
n cousul’s house and made a violent demonstration, « 
wski and his rnment 
all Persian guards and se nts fled, and M. Lissowski 
One of the soldiers sneceeded 
balcony, and aimed at him with his rifle, 
ind, thus diverting the shot, which did no 
twenty or thirty I 
rrived, dispersed the soldiers, and beat the aggressor, He is now 
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under arrest in the Governor's honse. Very shortly afterwards Samsam-ul-Mamalek, 
commander of cavalry, the Rais-i-Kushun, and several civil dignitaries called to offer 
apologies and to see that the Russian consul was effectively guarded. Some fifty men, 
Persian Cossacks and soldiers of the Hamadan regiment stationed here, were, posted 
in the garden, and at night horsemen patrolled the neighbouring ground. During this 
day and the next no disturbance took place. Small groups, however, of the Kerendi 
soldiers passing before the house shouted insults at M. Lisowski. 

On the afternoon of the 25th Nizam-es-Sultaneh called on the Russian consul and 
gaye every apology and assurance for the future, promising the same day to disband 
the regiment. He nevertheless warned him that the Russian Cossacks should not for 
the present appear in the streets. 

Next morning I received a note from my Russian colleague, saying that he hoped 
that the matter was near settlement, On the evening of the same day I called on him 
and found that the situation had grown still more serious. He had that afternoon 
been on his verandah with the officer commandi ig the guards whom Nizam-es-Sultaneh 
had sent, when one of throe Kerendis passing by aimed his riflo at him. ‘The man was 
seized by Persian Cossacks before he could fire, and is now under arrest. Further 
insulting demonstrations were mado before the house. 

My Russian colleague seemed now determined that if this state of affairs did not 
immediately cease he would forthwith leavo Kermanshab with his escort as a protest. 
T did all in my power to dissuade him from this step, and offered, pending a reply 
from his Government, to exert independently all possible pressure on Nizam-os- 
Sultanch to obtain the instant disarmament of the Kerendi regiment and the introduc- 
tion of fresh troops, in order t re a proper maintenance of public security. My 
Russian colleague cordially accepted ny proposal 

Teonsoquently telogriplied what steps { proposed to take, and early next moraing 
addressed a strong note to the Govorn esting immediate disarmament and the 
introduction of fresh troops, and stating id that, since such 
disorder prevailed that the of the Russian consul tened, I had no po 
guarantee of the safety of British subj T closely followed pa vi 
the Goyernor, accompanied by Persian Gos acks, whom he had 
movement fo escort me. Thegin by telling him that, if he were willing to treat me 

h complete frankness and confidence, and receive ‘wy advice in the same friendly 

in which it was given, a solution might be found for this unpleasant affair. I 

med hin that the Russ dotermined at the first recurrence of these 

disorders to quit his post as a protest, and that the consequences of this step would be 
for himself as for the future of Pe 

He replied denying that any insult had been offered to th 
flag, and stated firmly that no attempt had been made on his life. Las fortunately 
able to repeat almost verbatim the statement of my Russian colleague to Nizam-e 
Sultanel’s “munshi-bashi,” which T had heard the night before. T then point 
that his words were belied by his own actions; that ho had sent troops to. que 
first disorders and officers and officials to apologise ; that ho had himself 
to M. Lissowski and warned him that the streets were not safe for his ( ks; and 
that hie had that morning taken the unusual step of sending horsomen to escort ne. 
further entreated him vi ably to abandon this attitude and deal openly with me, 
Dut was again met by the same s al. Ho even offered to hold a meeting with 
M. Lissowski and myself when the officor of the guards whoin he had sent to the 
Russian consul could be examined as to the facts, I replied assuring him that 
complete frankness existed between the two consulates, and that the time was past 
when a provincial governor in Persia could hope to guin his own ends by stirring up 
suspicion between the British and Russian consuls, and told him that I was not come 
to test tho veracity of my colleague, but to exact the execution of his duty as Governor 
towards tho representatives and subjects of foreign Powers. ‘Thereon he gave me the 
fullest assurances that he would disarm and disband immediately the company of 
100 men towhich the man killed had belonged, and that he would do his utmost to 
dismiss the remainder of the regiment and replaco it without delay. 

T then went directly to the Russian consul, and informed hit of the Governor's 
attitude, My colleague immediately sent for the officer in question, who, on our 
Fequesting him to relate what had happened, entirely confirmed the details reported 
above, ‘The Persian guards of this consulite, who belong to the same regiment, on 
independent examination by my “ mirza,” further confirmed this account. 

At 3 oclock on the same afternoon one company of the Kerendis was paid off and 
disarmed. Later they were escorted outside the town. Ihave addressed no further 
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Communication to the Governor, and await your instructions as to my attitude 
towards him, 

‘This morning I have received an official reply to my note, copy of which is 
enclosed.? I regret that I haye had no tine to make a translation before the departure 
of the post. . 

Nizam-es-Sultaneh states in this communication that complete order prevails, and 
that no insults have been offered to foreign subjects or consulates, He nevertheless 
gives me cognisance of the disarmament of tho company of Kerondis, and informs me 
of his plans for dismissing and replacing the remainder. 

On the whole the outlook is more hopeful to-day, but the Governor’s incongruous 
attitude does not appear likely to mend tho situation, and I am afraid that itis 
impossible to persuade him to desist from his absurd denials. Apart from this, 
Nizam-es-Sultanch has done all in his power, and that with great promptitude, in tho 
matter of supplying my colleague with a strong guard, 

Anti-Russian propaganda continues in the town, and feeling against foreigners in 

al is pronomnced. I think, however, that, after the Governor’s action in 
Siu part of the troops, there is litle likelihood of a further attempt against the 
an consul. 

Since yesterday afternoon the telegraph has been interrupted. An. urgent 
telegram reporting the results of my intervievr could not be sent yesterday, nor has my 
Russian colleague yet received a reply to his message reporting the renewed 
disorders, 

M, Lisowski, who during four days has been subjected to a continual nervous 

has throughout acted with great moderation, On some occasions tho guards 
with difficulty been restrained from firing on the soldiers outside, and no rash 
action has boen take 
Thave, &e. 
G, G. KNOX, 





[31310] No, 311. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey,—(Recoived August 29.) 
(No. 146.) 
Sir, Gulalick, August 7, 1910. 
wlegram No. 278 of the 8th July, T have tho honour 
to report that Mr, Brown, Messts. F. Strick and Co's agent in Tehran, has con 
cated to me a copy of wh: nent between Miuin-ut-Tujjar, 

18. Ellinger, and Messrs, And supplementary to, and of equal date with, 
the contract between the same parties of the 4th December, 1908 You will see from 
the enclosed copyt that this instrument virtually rel ut jjar 

ibility towards M A. Weir in the event of his being prevented by any 

from supplying the oxide stipulated in the main 

Tf valid, then this agreement would appear to relieve 

ns. Strick also from the obligation they have assumed by their contract with the 

n Government to accept any responsibility for violation of the Muin's agreement 

th Messrs, A. Weir, Tay ‘if valid” because this supplementary agreement is signed 

ouly hy Messrs A. Weir but not. by either of the other two parties. ‘The agreement, 

moreover, is not upon stamped paper, and I conclude from these two circumstinees that 
it has no legal validity. 

Mr. Brown is sending a legalised copy of it to Messrs. Strick. 

Mr. Brown and Mr. A. 0, Wood, of the Imperial Bank, have both seen the contract 
of the 4th December, 1908, and assure me that it too hus the same defects ; it would 
therefore, to all appearances, be as worthless as the supplementary agreement. hope 
tobe able to obtain a copy of the principal agreement, and if'T succeed it will be 
forwarded to you. 

Tt has occurred to me that these two papers may be nothing but copies sent to 
Muin-ut-Tujjar for his convenience, and that Mess. A. Weir may have in. their 
possession legally executed agreements; I do not think, however, that this can be the 
case, as to be valid in England the Muin-ut~Pujjar’s signature (or seal) vould have had 
ols Jegalised inthis eousulate-general, but there is no resord of any such legalisation 
in the fee book. 


* Not printed. t Buclosure printed in 27228, 
[1738] 3L 
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In the ircumstances it seems more than probable that the: surmise of Messrs. Strick 
that there has never been any real contract at all between Messrs, Weir and the Muin 
is correct, and the whole circumstances of the case appear to me to be so shady that T 
venture to suggest that before any steps are taken here to safeguard Messrs. Weir's 
Interests the firm should be called on to. produco the original of the contract with the 
Muin-ut-Tujjar on which they might base their claim against Messrs, Strick and Co, 
‘The conduct of this firm throughout this affair seems inex} ible; they have consistently 
appeared as the principals in a contract which now seems to have no existence, and 
further, from the correspondence communicated to. your department by Messrs. Strick, 
it seems almost certain that the real principals are not Messrs. A. Weir but 
Messrs. Bllinger. 

What the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s part in the present development may be T cannot 
pretend to say with any certainty. Ttseems unlikely that the supplementary agreement 
Could now haye been shown to Mr. Brown except with his consent (the supposed original 
contract was actually shown, by the Muin to Mr. Wood and Mr. Brown last December), 
and in the eireumsta it is conceivable that, secing that his combination with Ellinger 
and Weir has failed, he desires to gain favour with Messrs. Strick and the P 
Government by putting them in possession of evidence showing that so far 
‘Messrs, Weir are concerned there is no 1 claim for compensation. But Muin-ut- 
‘Tujjar’s business methods are so tortuous that it would be rash, without strong confirma 
tory evidence, to build on this conjecture. 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(81311) No. 312, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Reccived August 20.) 


(No, 147. Confidential.) 
Sir, 

THE d 
for Foreign Affairs, called on me and 
ollicial reception which he had announced for the following day, for if I did not do so 
it would create a bad impre I said that though it would be at some inconvenience 
to myself, T would of course attend it would be of any service to him. After ma! 
some allusion toa question which arose two years ago. as to whether a newly appoi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs or the foreign representatives should pi 
his Excellency said that he intended to follow a precedent that had been set on one 
gceasion by Aln-es-Sultanch and merely to leave cards at each amission—he had, he 
said, an excellont excux, as the distances were so great he could not possibly make 
tho Goinplete round that afternoon if he had to spend a quarter of au hour at each 

fou. [said 1 hoped he would at all events try to see the Russian Minister if he 

sure M. Poklewski would make a point of attending his Excellency’s 

P T hoped Excellency would understand that the Russian 

Government wwished to be on good and cordial relations with Persia whatever the 

party tight be in power; that, above all things, they wished to see a stable 

Adininistration; and that M. Poklewski, if it was hinted to him that by attending his 

Excolleney's first reception day he could give the new Cabinet any moral support, 
would do so as readily as myself 

Hussein Kuli Khan paid the call, and ML Poklewski of course retumed it on the 
reception «ay. 

Tlussoin Kuli Khan evidently thought there was some danger that the British and 
Tiussian representatives might make a sort of demonstration against him by abstaining, 
from attending his first official reception, and I have ventured to report this trifling 
incident, as it serves to illustrate the erroneous conceptions entertained by the new 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Uh ..‘titnde of Russia towards this country. 

he Minister for Foreign Affairs only left cards at tho other Iegations, but 
the German and Austrian Ministers found it inconvenient to go to ‘Tehran the 
next day. 

Thave, &o, 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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(31510) No, $13. 
M. Oudendijie to Mr. Marling —(Communicated privately by Mr. Marling, August 29. 


My dear Marling, Tedgricho, August 8, 1910. 

REFERRING to our conversation of yesterday, I would he very much obliged 
if you could seo your way to asking your Goverment whether they would have any 
Objections to changing their attitude re the Karun irrigation scheme to such an extont 
fis to consent to the final concession in this matter being granted to either a Dutch or 
‘in English company, with the provision that if the company be Dutch, its capital shall 
bo exclusively Dutch and English. 

Tt seems to mo that in this way the “open door.” would be adhered to, wherens at 
the same time British political and other interests in the rogions of the Persian Gulf 
sould be in no way jeopardised, but, on the contrary, sufficiently safeguarded for the 
future; while vis-a-vis tho Persians, Great Britain would thus show that she is in 
fayour of the economical development of the country, fit would make 

ion a more honest one with regard to the Persian Government, 

y add that should it be deemed expedient for the company to be registered in 
Holland, it should of course first come to a complete understanding with the British 
Government on all points which your Government might think desirable to be settled 
previously. 

‘Acting on these lines, I think it should be immaterial to England whether the 
company be Dutch or British, as, in cither case, the cortainty of a satisfactory 
co-operation would be equally fully and effectively obtained. 

Yours, &e, 
W. J, OUDENDIIK. 





(31312) No. 314. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20. 
(No. 148.) Ua oe) 
Sir, Ghilahek, August 1, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summary of events in Tehran, 
and the pr -s during the past four weeks, The state of affuits in the south has nob, 
I regret to say, been materially improved, though there was a short period at the end of 
last month when the seenrity on the Shiraz-Ispahan road was better, ‘The Ahwaz~ 
Ispahan road is, however, now fairly safe, 

T have constantly urged the Permian Government to take effective measures to 

store order in Furs, but the Cabinet crisis and, since the formation of a new 
ficulties which have beset Ministers in ‘Tehran have provented 
anything being done yet, but I hope that the recall of Zafir-es-Sultanch, of whose 
incompetence I have had to complain so often, from the gc hhip of Bars indicates 
that the Government intend at last to take the question seriously in hand, 
Thave, &o 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure in No. 314. 


Monthly Summary of Beents in Persia for four weeks ending August 11, 1910. 


Tehran. 

SEYYID ABDULLAH, the principal inujtehed of ‘Tehran, a priest whose 
repntation for honesty was not good and who had taken a prominent part throughout, 
i constitutional movement, was murdered in his house on the night of Friday, 

ly by a band of men who took no pains to hide their identity. ‘They were 
“fédai,” andthe murder w a political one, intended to impress the’ pau 
Ihe was supposed to have sided with, or at any rate to put an end to his alleged 
intrigues against a section of the Nationalists, ‘The party of whom ‘Taki Zadeh was one 

the most prominent members was held responsible for the outrage, and shortly 
afterwards Taki Zadeh was forced to leave the country, ‘The murder created 
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i i i : hers collected 
considerable stir in the capital, and a large number of merchants and others coll 
vos tuen ali (oie oh enran ail the-ehre oF yee ane action 
apt the derers. . - 
Ua OR e orate oR ee ee ea 
considerable difficulty, was presented to the Medjliss by the Premier, Mustaufi-ul- 
Mamalek, It was composed as follows — 


Farman Farma. 


Minister of the Interior ... er 


Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Minister of 

Minister of War 

Minister of Justice 
Minister of Posts and 


y ion of them ile onalists, for one 0 
hy Z "ih Sera Khan, a te n-law of ae are This was looked 
{ipo as a reprisal for the of th SOD ee eee 
The new Cabinet there ioe ea u b aes pa peer 
1g upon the disarm, but they replied by 
ing under the hip of Sattar Khan—the def abreez—at the park of 
te Atabok, and by formulatin jain demand te of affairs lasted until 
the 7th instant, when 
In the 


n troops at Ka 
cre placed in danger. M. Poklewski thought, 
y others, that the undertaking would turn out to be a much more 
ents proved to be the 
n the 7th instant an wiforeseen exchange of shots at the park gates 
i” and some Bakhtiari opened active hostilities between Sattar Khan's 
supporters a c " 
i park walls, which are in close proximity. cs 0 c 
SHRI STaeaM Screen Teen i ly after nightfall a bre 
was made in the wall in the direction of the F 1, by which the 
taking Sattar Khan prisoner, togeth dausher Khan, who had je 
wid the whole of their following, some 900 men, including a number of unarmed 
merchants, Sattar Khan was wounded in th 
» killed at the loopholes and about forty: we 
atid to Haye ae eve y 
he Ne lian Glia foremost on the Go 
showed © i no doubt, to their 
ibe ace ae 
‘Yo di arvlar Mohy (Moez-es-Sultan), another leader of 
q rene the ex-Prime AGN ipahdar, took refuge with his follow 
Parkish Embassy in the comitry, and it seen 
disorder in olan in, rosived 
dovernment is likely to. be enhanced thereby. i 
Se als rvtings of His Meeliee during the pat four weeks do not ell fo 
any special report, as they were not of any particular interest. Most of the importan 
Dusinoss of the House was conducted in séeret as usual, 
Nasr-ul-Mulk left for Europe at the end of July, and his family has taken a house 


sucth yillagesoti ulate G. P, CHURCHILL, Oriental Sceretary. 
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Tabreez. 


1. Three hundred and four Russian recruits, to replace time-expired mon who 
returned to Russia in Novemborlas, arrived at Tabreez between the 15th and 19th July. 
Of this number, 197 were infantry, 36 artillery, and 72 Cossacks, 

Mr: Shipley left for Europe on leave on the Ist August, handing over change of 
the consulate to Mr. C. Stevens. 

2, Tt appears that the Governor of Maragha not long ago arrested tho officers of 
suuall force of armed police sent there by the Governor-General and had thers beats 
The latter is said to contemplate sending a strong force to punish the offendors, 
Mr. Stevens thinks that the local governor, who is reactionary, will prove too abrong 
for this. 


Resht. 


1. On the 29th June # Georgian bomb-maker was murdered by a Russian subject, 
who was arrested by the Persian authorities. ‘The Russian consul claimed the priseuor, 
who was removed in custody to the Russian consulate, 

2. A number of women at: Lahijan having disregarded the order issued by the 
Governor of Ghilan, forbidding them to work in the eocoon-sorting, bree tee 
European firms, armed mon were sent to remove them, An affray ensued, during 
which a Russian subject was severely, and a Turkish subject slightly, wounded, The 
Russian consul immediately procioded to Lahijan with forty Cossacks, accompanied. by 
the Turkish viee-consul. “The two consuls returned later to Resht, but the Cosenolty 
remained at Lahijan, 


Meshed. 


Rukn-ed-Dowlch, who was dismissed from the post of Governor-General, lis, in 
consequence, of ministerial changes at ‘Tehran, remained at his post... ‘The  Ieoal 
commander-in-chief returned early in July from his abortive expedition to. the 
western frontier of Kho He accomplished nothing, and fresh robberies were 
reported near Turbut, six travellers being suid to be killed. ‘The eastern frontioe off 
Thorasmn was alo’ end tn: boring aenaied eee A large band of robbers, 
consisting of Kakaris, Jamshidis, and Afghans, was established near Zorabad. undet 
one Mangul Khan, Kakari, and had committed soveral robberies, one being that of 
a lange caravan, the property of Russian subjects, bringing sugar to Meshed Princo 
Dabija protested strongly, and the Persian authorities promised to take measures to 
suppress the brigands A good deal of friction seems to exist between the local 
jrlite and local gevarnora notably. at Bujnurd, Kuchan, Sarakhs, and Birjand, ‘The 
Interference of the police is said to exercise a bad effect on the general administratios 
and the collection of revenue is suid to be retarded in consequence, The ehiet of 
Police at, Meshed is aecused of having amassed money illegally, and is losing favour 
all round. 


Seistan, 


1. Baron Tcherkassov returned to Birjand from Seistan on the Ist July. 

2. The local assembly at Birjand, after deliberation, decided to rofer tho question 
of the imposition of taxes on salt, opium, fe, to, Mechel and Teh Up to dato 
the payment of these taxes has not been enforos 

3. On the 26th July the Persian and Mekran coast| was reported clear of Afghans, 
The caravan route from Nushki was once more opened, and on the Sth August the 
European employds of the Indo-European Telegraph Department were ordered back to 
Dehanneh from Kub-i-Malik Siah, ‘Though the movements of Afghan caravans wore 


reported to the local authori no troops were moved with a view to pepe, them 


until it_was known that they had gone by, During July the Kuh-i-Malil 


Siah and 
Palang Kuh routes were both unsaft. 


Tspahan, 

The chief features in the situation have been the arrival of some 900 Kashgais 

at Ispahan and the despatch by Soulat-ed-Dowleh from Kumishah of an emissary to 
the Governor-General, ‘The object of Soulat-ed-Dowleh's negotiations with Sarderic 
Ashjaa appears to be to gain the support of that section of the Bakhtiaris to which 
the latter belongs, while the rival section is supporting Zeigham-ed-Dowloh in his 
efforts to nie the allegiance of the Kashgais, “So ansious 4 Soulated-Dowleh for 

(1738) 
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this support that he expressed his willingness to, pay compensation for all robberies 
committed by Kashgais reeently in the Tspahan district, | There is reason to believe 
that many of these robberies were not committed by Kashgais, but by Bakhtiaris and 
Chaar Mahulis, instigated thereto by Amir-i-Mufukham, who covets the governorship 
of Ispahan and seeks to discredit Sardar‘-Ashjea, Zeigham-ed-Dowleh has been in the 
akbar country since the middle of July. Barly in August fighting between 
Bakhtiaris and Kashgais was reported to have taken place, some 30 miles south-west of 
Kumishah, but this has not yet been cor Soulateed jowleh’s emissary stated to 
Poth the Governor-General and the local assembly that bis master's intentions were 
rife, and that he was a staunch and loyal constitutionalist. ‘The emissary, Moavin-ul- 
famalek, visited His Majesty's J-general, and naire why His Majesty's legation 
hhad votoed the appointment of Soulat-ed-Dowlch to the governorship of the Gulf ports, 
fr i ing his visit, delivered a message from His Majesty's changé 
i ‘ts of friendship made by him on behalf of his master wi 
the lntter’s acts. On the 11th July the post from Tehran 
men near Tnamzadeh, but apart from this the road 
there has of lute been an improvement in the condition of the p 
pat a certain insecurity still exists on the Yezd and Sultanabad roads. | 
consulegeneral considens that the recent improvement may perhaps be attributed to the 
qtaite at Soulated-Dowleh to figure well in the eyes of His Majesty's Legation and 
of the public; in the same the insecurity now prevailing on some roads may. 
Tis aweribed in great measure to bands of Kashgais who are out of the control of 
thelt chief On the 6th Anyust 100 camels were carried off by Kashgais at the very 
gate of Ispahan, 


Yeed. 


1, Surdar-ieTung has not yet left to take up the governorship of Kerman, though 
his nephew, Surumeul-Mulk, who, it was said, would succeed him at Yezd, has been 
(hore brane time now, ‘The Tspahan road has been unsafe at times, ‘The Imperial 
Tank of Porsia, has forwarded large amounts of specie to Yezd recently, This has 
somovhnt troubled the postal authorities, who are very short of horses at their stages, 
The tax on opium is now being levied, but the other proposed ness taxes remain, in 
ubayaneo, AU Nain those on silt and opium are being levied after a. reference by the 
people to ‘Tehran, Merchants in Yea are reported to be ordering Russian and 
Fiidtrian goods, particularly cloth, through agents at Tebr practical 
Dlorkade af the southern rittes, This: diminishes the d productions and 
for English and Indian yarox. Merchants also are inclined to order such Indian ar 
Tlish goods a thoy require through Hindw traders at, Kerman to obviate the risk 
of texinig Hurthor consiguinents, The chiefof the judicial department has telegraphed to 
‘Telinin protesting agumust the interference invasions eases of the yovernor and his 
entourage. 

2, Naib Hui f Kas 0 followers, rached Ardistan on the 14th July 
and demanded a eonteibution of 2002. from the town. His followers also seized many 
animals ‘and ‘The deputy governor fled to Ispaban on 
Tearing of Naib Hussein's approuch, while the local road guards went over to him, | A 
house was pillaged and a edravan iobbed. Naib Hussein visited the British telexraph 
offion andl enquired about the state of things at Yezd. One of his sons subsequently, 
came to the ellice and, despite the refusal of the signaller on duty to give up bis two 
riflis, took then maid him 12L, which was some 6t. less than their value, On the 
Truk Naib Hussein, hearing that’ forces were moving against him from Natang and 
Tapahan, left for Zavareh, His Majesty's acting vieo-consul at Yezd informed the 
governor of Naib Hussein's movements. "The Sarda thereupon sent-a telegram th Naib 
Frusarin during him to come on to, Yeud, but ashe mentioned that he had heard of his 
inetenients from the telegraph officials, and as a son of Naib Hussein’s had already: 
Tclired that his father owed them a grudge for reporting his movements, and would 

was not delivered. It appears that Naib Hussein was in 
spondence ‘On the 2nd August Naib Hussein. wi 
where § nivhich he was successful. He was, howe 
we. A force of Bakhtiaris is said to be in 


ermanshah. 


1. Daoud Khan, Kalhur, who had on the 7th July withdrawn to Harunabad, 
returned on the’ 15th to Mabidasht, still accompanied by a large foree, but with the 
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avowed intention of making his submission to the governor, He camped 5 miles outside 
ihe town, and next morning, after cloeely surrounding the governors camp with n lisge 
mimber of horsemen, he proceeded himself to the governor's tent, ‘The interview, 
which took place under the rifles of Daoud Khan's bodyguard, was brief and 
unsatisfactory. Daoud Khan, after making the customary gestures of submission 
replied to a question of the governor that he had not taken this step earlier for fear of 
treachery, and was then dismissed, His Majesty's acting consul and his’ Russian 
colleague, seeing that Daoud Khan was acting’ so high-handedly and with such open 
ist of the governor, decided to make to the latter the communication they tnd 
already been authorised to make by their respective legations. ‘The governor replied 
king them for their communication, and informing them that Daoud Khan had now 
made his submission, and he hoped a peaceful settlement was assured. ‘The two consuls 
then wrote to Daoud Khan, who had proviously applied to them, tht they nd refered 
is application to their legations, and, having received their reply, they had informed 
the governor of his letter, expressing to him the hope that the questions at issue 
syould be settled without further bloodshed, ‘They hoped an amicable solution was 
assured, and advised him to accept whatever conditions the governor olfered, 
2, Kermanshali, except foran incident axising out of the shooting ofta Persian soldier 
iy/a Thusiant Conmick: wisi na elteady issn. Aly soporte igor Rash fen ned qule 
though there has been some firing at ‘n man being killed and two or three 


policemen wounded. | Mush feeling exists ayainst local Government institutions at 
mnanshah, Buryjird, and Senueh, On the 15th July some Kurds bringing in fh 
were robbed 24 miles from Kermanshahi, one man being killed 


Hamadan. 


On the 11th July the bazaars were closed as a protest against the collection of the 
salt tax and octroi. ‘The former is especially obnoxious, as much salt is used in 
the tanning industey here. On the 12th there was an orderly demonstration, but on the 
Sih the demonstrators were joined by roughs, ‘The windows of the shop of a German 
st were broken after he'had been warned to close his shop and had refused to do 
A crowd met the cashier of the Russian Bank, a Russian, and beat him, He was 
tly hit with sticks as he walked through the crowd, but not hard enough to 
aamage him. Mr; MeMurray, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, met a similar crowd 
med with sticks the same day, but it made wny for him an saluted him, ‘The Russian 
islographed to Tehran, but was later reported to have acoepted an apology from the 
crowd. The same day the crowd went: to the seat of the local government, and, erying 
out that they wanted the bricks and mortar they had contributed last year for the 
i lding, pulled down a pillar or two and took away the furniture. ‘The Jews and 
Armenians shut themselves up in their houses. ‘The Hazaars remained closed until. the 
16th, when news of the death of Seyyid Abdullah was telegraphed trom ‘Tehran. with 
perinission to celebrate the funeral, This was done very quot ati th tans Wee 
reopened. ‘The news seemed tocalm the town, while the priests went to Amir-i-Af him 
in great trepidation, “On, the 19th the governor, Surdar1-Nascr, who had spent the 
lust four months in a garden outside the town, cnterd the town with 200 men, His 
pearance had a good effect, and the taxes were paid. Amit-i-Af kham, a man of great 
Weal influence, is Widely neuse of having fomented the distress al of being very 
ede There nite accrity; the poli, who, hadly paid, disappeared come 
nletely during the disturbances, In the town robberies take place every nig] 0 
Herat nsateth WOM naH SOME cam Se ae 


Kerman. 


and Nusrat-u 


Some 
12th July 


also reported that Kund one 


‘The band of Fars robbers mentioned i 
e and Afshars and were put to flig! falled and en prisoners. 


plunder was recovered from them, "Though the Shiraz-Kerman road i 
qelciassly Oetrads cave us eatebces = a inal See ny: 
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Shiraz. 


‘The situation appears to be that the Governor-General, acting under the orders of 
Sipahdar while still Minister of the Interior, completely re-established Soulat-ed-Dowleh’s 
power in Pars, Several local governorships have been given to the latter's adherents, 
and a large part of the Kashgais who had gone over to Zeigham-ed-Dowleh have 
sturmned to Soulat-ed-Dowleh. Zeigham-ed-Dowleh was appointed Governor of Behbehan, 

int informed th ‘al Government that, owing to the difficulties created for him in 
his own tribe by Zaffar-es-Sultanch, he could not take up the post. Zaffar-es-Sultanch 
requested Soulat-ed-Dowleh to send 800 Kashyais to Shiraz to be at his disposal for 
administrative purposes, and over 100 have arrived, under command of a notorious robber. 
His Majesty's consul was officially notified by the Governor-General that from the 
8th July the Government of Kazéroun had aécepted responsibility for the telegraph 
route to Bushire, but as Soulat-ed-Dowleh is known to oppose its use, caravans are afraid 
to use it. e much disgusted at the re-establishment of Soulet-ed- 
owleh are in communication and are 

ham-ed-Dowleh was requested by 

ri country “ with or without forces.” 

be utterly suppressed.” Zeigham- 

th only fifty horsemen, ‘The Firuzabad road 

one scems to have much confidence in the 

Tspahan rond, on cluding some of posts, are reported. On the 
former road muleteors aro subjected to much extortion, On the 9th August it was 
announced at Tehran that Zaffir-es-Sultanch has been dismissed from the governorship 


of Fars, 
Persian Gone. 
Bushire. 


i i ot, Darya Begi, arrived from Lingah on the 19th June after four 
months absence, He is endeavouring to revive the local assembly, which ceased to 

exist owing to petty quarrels among embers. ‘ 
song NeW Shirase wns robbie on. te sth Tine between Kazeroun and Mian 

otal 
the attention of Darya Bey to the activity in the 
and the latter svems inclined to take measures against 
ive has been done, 


Mohammerah, 


During the time that Sipahdar was Minister of the Interior there was a 
siderable i nt in the relations of the sheikh with the central Go nment, 
as Sipaldas ri vi vay’ worded. ‘The re was the case under 

thet 
ard at His Majesty's consulate at 


by an employé of the oil compan 
ae F named. Panton struck omnia, who fl 
‘upparently seriously hur a who rode off to fetch a 
doctor, ‘The doctor reported the man to be only mighty hurt, but in view of the 
threatening attitude of the other eoolies it, was considered desirable to transfer Le 

to Nasir. ‘The above version is that of the oil company’s agents, who received a 


ey, managed by a Russian, will be 
ii Rael The 


established himself: 
oxisting there, 
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__ 7. On the 14th and 15th July the sheikh and Sardar-i-Assad had a long conversa- 
tion over the telegraph wire. Sardar-i-Assad informed the sheilch that he and Sipahdar 
had ceased to be Ministers and had become deputies. He expressed the usual cordial 
sentiments for the sheikh. His Majesty’s consul learns privately that he promised the 
sheikh that Luristan should be under his control. 
©. B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché. 





[31313] No. 815, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 


(No. 149. Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulaheh, August 11, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 136 of the 25th July, I’ have the Honour to 
transmit herewith copies of despatches which I have to-day received from His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire and His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz respecting the rumoured 
ease of certain lands in Arabistan to a Russian subject, Tariverdiefl. 
Thave, &c. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure 1 in No. $15, 
Tieutenant-Colonel Cox to Mr. Marling. 


Bushire, July 9, 1910. 
the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of a letter which I 
1 to the Government of India in the Foreign Departinent, giving cover to 


oaso 

of land by the ltanch to the Russian subject, Abbas Agha ‘Tariverdiof, 

referred to in your despatch No. 77 of the 19th May to His Majosty’s Foroign Office, 
Thave,& 


have addre 


a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah, on the subjot of th 


Enclosure 2 in No, 315. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to the Government of India, 
(Confidential.) pee. 
Sir, Bushire, July 9, 1910. 

WITH reference to the papers forwarded undor dato ofthe 7h Jno, 1010, K have 
the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of Tndia, a copy of a 
lotter which Ihave since received from His Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah, in 
which he offers his comments on the enclosures to Sir A. Nicolson's despatch No, 200 
of the 18th April to Sir Edward Grey on the subject of the leage of land by Nizam-os 
Sultaneh to the Russian subject, Abbas Agha Tasiverdio, which was sent to him for 
perusal. 

Tam forwarding a copy of the correspondence to His Majesty's Legation, 

Thave, &e, 
P. Z. COX, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 315. 


Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Cox. 
Sir, Camp Ahwaz, June 26, 1010. 

IHAVE the honour to return herewith the Foroign Office print of Sir A. Nicolson’s 
despatch No, 200, dated the 18th April, to , enclosing translations of Abbas 


Agha Tari s lease of lands near Dizful from the Nizam-es-Sultanch, 
[1738] 3N 





2.1 beg to offer the following comments on the lease and on the explanatory 
smemorandum which precedes it. ‘ 

3, Explanatory Memorandum—Cereals yield only one harvest annually in 

Arabistan; the sugarcane is not cultivated; indigo scarcely at all. The Arab 
population of tho lensed grounds is by no means pesesl, and tle disposed towarda 
agriculture. 
Be Mole labour costs about 121. per annum, not 31, as euggested. Female labour in 
proportion. Cotton is grown in Arabistan, but not largely, and the quantity is poor. 
‘his is due to climatic conditions. The summer heat is so fierce as to ripen the bolls 
too quickly to enable them to attain the maximum size and length of staple. ‘The 
heavy rains in November near Dizful also often spoil the crop before it is ready for 
picking. Irrigation experts in general, and Sir W. Willcocks in particular, have 
hitherto held that Avabistan was suited rather for cereals than for cotton, a crop which 
needs vory careful management and expert handling. 

4, Krom paragraphs 4 and 6 of the explanatory memorandum it would seem that, 
in return for annual payments of 4,100 to 7,300 tomans, the lessee receives the right to 
existing rent payment of 6,000 tomans a-year from the Arab tribes occupying the land. 

‘As a matter of fact, the nominal rent of the land is 4,500 tomans a-year, but the 
‘average payments by the Arabs have not exceeded 3,000 tomans, and the rent for the 
‘past tivo years is still owing. 

. If is stated in paragraph 8 of the memorandum that the lessee has paid rent in 
advanco, It is noteworthy, however, that tho Nizam-es-Sultanch continues to claim 
rent from the Sheikh of Mohammorah, who is his agent for the collection of his rents 
from the Arabs. 

6. With roference to paragraph 9, the family surgeon and secretary of the Nizam- 
GgSilianeh referred to is probably Mirza Yusuf Khan, who has been soveral times to 
Kurope. 

7. Tt was Sir W, Willeocks’s opinion that to import cotton-seed from Egypt here 
would he to court failure, the climatic conditions being quite different. 

8. Paragraph 11, regarding customs revenue, needs no comment from me. 

0. ‘The Tease is signed by none of the principal mujtahids of Tehran, and has not 
the seal of any Persian Government officials on it. It may not improbably be difficult 
for tho lessee to obtain the sanction of the Persian Governmer 

10, The additional agreemont in paragraph 6 provides for the possibility of 
opposition from local tribes, It may he safely assumed that this will bo of the most 
rigorous kind, and will, under the present conditions, sullice to prevent the lessee from 
doing anything. 

11, Paragraph 7 of the additional agreement refers to the construction of a 
metalled road from Dizful to Mol Tn this connection it is well to call to mind 
that the Persian Road ‘Transport Company held the concession for this road, and that 
the Persian Government cannot, until that concession lapses, grant the right of con- 
structing such a road to any one else. 

Thave, &e. 
A. 'f, WILSON, 
Hig Majesty's Acting Consul for Arabistan. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 315. 


Lieutenant Ranking to Mr. Marling. 
Confidential.) 
Sir, Alcaz, August 1, 1910, 

IN continuation of this ollice telegram No. 29, dated the 2nd May, 1910, and your 
reply thereto No. 37, dated the 7th idem, I have the honour to address you on the 
subject of the reported lease of land in Arabistan to Russian subjects, 

On comparing logation telexrams dated the 3rd January, 1910, and No. 37, dated 
the 7th May, 1910, with No, 193, dated the Lith April, 1910, from Sir A. Nicolson 

ir [. Grey, a copy of which’ was received in camp forwarded from Bushire, it 

pear that the definitions of the position of the leased lands differ, In the two 

former it is stated to be between the Diz and Karun Rivers, in the latter as being near 
Diaful. 

In view of this apparent diserepaney, I would beg to be informed if any real doubt 
exists as to the exact position of the leased lands. 
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As, however, it is probable that His Majesty’s Legation’s secret informant was in 
ossession of correct information, I forward herewith a memorandum on the Shwabeh 
Tands, in which is situated the land reported to have heen leased to Abbas Agha 
‘Tariverdieff. 
Thave, &, 
L, RANKING. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 315. 


Memorandum onthe Sheabch Lands, part of which reported Teased to Russian 
: Subjects, 


Designation—The land reported leased to Russian subjects, shaded on the 
attached map, is part of the Shwabch lands, so-called from the tomb of a saint, 
Havarat-iShwaib, which is situated in these lands on the easter bank of the 
River Diz. 

Situation of Shwabeh Lands—The Shwabeh Iands are situated between the 
Shateit and the Diz Rivers, and extend northwards from the confluence of these two 
rivors at Bend-i-Rir for 18 miles along the Shateit bank and about 25 miles along the 
Diz bank, their greatest breadth being about 15 miles, 

Boundaries, Bounded on the east by the Shateit River, on the west by the Diz 
River, on the south by the Diz River, where it flows west from Bend-i-Kir, and on the 
north (a) on the Shateit side by a low ridge of sand hills rising to a height of 50 fect 
above the level of the surrounding desert (general strike, east and west), and (}) on the 
Diz side by the lands belonging to Farhan Assad of the Cha'ab-i-Dubais Arabs. 

Physical Features.—he Shwabeh lands consist of flat, open desert, with a low 
ridge of sand hills 50 fect above the level of the surrounding desort, running in a 
general direction north and south at a distance of 4 miles west of tho Shateit River, 
general slope of ground being slight from north to south. 

‘Whe eastern portion, that is to say, the portion situated between the sand hills and 
the Shateit River, is more thickly populated, and hence more largely cultivated than 
the portion similarly situated on the Diz side, 

With barometrical data 0 = 302 inches, the average altitude of the Shywabeh lands 
is 550 feet. 

Yhe banks on the Shateit side havo an average height of 15 feet above the level of 
the water (month of May), and support but scanty jungle growth, while the banks on 
the Diz side are lower and aro covered with a heli of dense, low jungle growth, about a 
mile in breadth, 

‘The jungles aro chiefly composed of tamarisk and willow and a species of reed, 
and practically supply all the fuel of the towns of Arabistan and that used in Messrs, 
Lynch Bros. boat the “ Shushan.’ 

Owing to the lands being waterless all camps and habitations are along the river 
Vonks, except in spring, when the winter rains haye been good and pools have 
formed, when the Arabs for a short time inhubit such portion of the lads as. lie 
between the sand hills and the jungle belt, which affords good pasturage for thoir 
flocks and herds. 

Composition of Soil-—Alluvial, and strongly impregnated with salts of sodium; 


equation— 
H,S0, + Na,CO, = H,CO, + NaS. 


Possibilities for Irrigation.—Irvigation by canal works in the eastern portion is 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, owing fo the difference of the land and water 
levels, but on the western or Diz side irrigation is possible, as is testified to by 
the remains of the ancient canal which, having its head works at. Waza, used to 
irrigate the greater portion of the lands on the Diz side of the sand hills right down to 


{Clunabel on the banks of the Diz, not far from the later’s confluence with the Shatet 
ver. 
Tt is supposed that this canal formerly irrigated an area of (approximately) 
10,000 khesh (= 100,000 acres), o m 
_ Local Nomenclature.—The following table shows the local nomenclature of the 
various sub-divisions of the Shwabeh lands, It will be noted that the table reads from 
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south to north, starting fron the contiguous lands at. the southern or Bend-i-Kir- 
end :— 





Shoteit, or Eastern, Side, Diz, or Western, Side. 





Deban 
Gobair-i-Bisseh, 


Waznab. 





Ownership of Land.—This land has from time immemorial been inhabited by 
Anafijeh Arabs, At one time it was Crown property, but was given by Nasirudden 
Shah to the late Niczam-es-Sultanch during his second governorship of Arabistan about 
twelve years ago, as a set-off to the expenses incurred by the latter in an attempt to 
repair the Shushter Bridge. These lands were then leased by the late Nizam-es- 
Sultanch to the Sheikh of ‘iva, and continue to be inhabited by Anafijeh and 
other Arabs, who are the Sheikh of Mohammerah’s subjects. 
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The following table shows the Tribes inhab 


Chamm-il-Humaydiyeh. 





Cultivation, 





Gown | Sie Donte) toes | Cams| 


Families. Fighting men! Baffalos, 


Khowait-ibn-Bashariyeh 











-+| Shivayeh-ibn-Hussayin 


«+ +| Otabiribn-Mahammad 


<+| Mollab Abdollab 





++| Shaikh Dimmin-iba-Mutalib 


=| Mabdi-Yobarah 


| Mubd-i-Ballat 


«| Sayyid Sale Hayal.. 


‘Nore. —Tribes above the line shown in table have their babitat along the Diz banks, those below along the Shateit banks 
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Taxation of ‘Tribes—Vhe tribes settled in the Shwabeh lands are under the 
authority of Sheikh Alwan of the Anafijeh, and pay taxes to him as the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah’s deputy according to the following rates :— 


er khosh® 3 72 krans. 
Per cow or butfalo 5 krans per head. 
Por 25 sheep @ 3 rans. 


Sheikh Alwan himself pays to the Sheikh of Mohammerah taxes assessed at 
87 krans per khesh, payable on half his cultivated land. 
“Archeological. —Traces of sites and remains exist at the following places -— 


Gusaboyeh, Karweb. ‘Makam-icIsbak, 
Abd-i-Ali. 


Waznah,—Head works of ancient canal. 

Greriyeh—A low, solitary mound, 5 miles west of the Seyyid Saleh encampment, 
surmounted by a building 50 feet square, having bastions at the four comers and a 
circumscribing wall, conforming to the shape of the mound top. Nothing now remains 
except the marks of the walls on the ground surface. 

‘Shucabell.—Uhe grave of Hazarat-i-Shwach-i-Nabbi, mentioned supra, isa place of 
“ giarat” (pilgrimage) to which the inhabitants of Shushter, Dizful, and local Arabs go. 
‘According to local tradition, Shwach was a holy man of great sanctity, and a 
‘contemporary of Moses, to whom he gave one of his daughters in marriage. 





(81317) No. 316. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Baward Grey —(Received August 29.) 


ite. 152.) 


; Gulahek, August 11, 1910 
PH Cabinet whose formation I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 138 
of the 20th July, hid been in office but a few days when it was called on to deal with 
the very diflictlt question of the disarmament of the fedais and mujahids, a measure 
the necessity of whieh was imposed hy the perpetration, on the 1st instant, of the three 
political murders reported in my telegram No. 311 of the 2nd instant. ‘That these 
Grimes wero purely political is proved by the fact that one of the victims, Mirza Ali 
Mohammed ha 
went only a few 
that he and two others were threatened, Mirza Ali Mohammed was shot by a party of 
fedlais in a teachouse in ono of the busiest streets of the town, and three or four other 
nis. were wounded hy the reckless shooting, but no attempt was made to arrest the 
The next evening the Mini ‘oreign Affairs’ house was visited by 
fedais, ut fortunately his Hxeellency was absent, or lie would undoubtedly have been 
killed, 

‘Mhese crimes were ovidently reprisals for the murder of Seyyid Abdullah, and it 
seemed as though political warfare in ‘Tehran was to be carried on hy the revolvers of 
assassins, Who were constituting. themselves the champions of the rival parties. The 
stato ofalfairs was becoming intolerable, and the Government began to talk of a general 
disarmament of the fedais and mujahids, who were both an expense and a danger to 
the State. 

Tho Ministor for Foreign Affairs mentioned the proposed action to the Russian 
Ministor at. tho review on the 2nd instant, and when T joined in the conversation, 
M. Poklewski was giving it his cordial approval, particularly urging the arrest of the 
murderers of Seyyid Abdullah. As the Russian Minister and I had already talked over 
the matter, and agreed that we ought to eneourage the Government, L expressed similar 
views, though I rather urged the superior importance of disarming the fedais, ns it 
seomicd to me that the arrest of the assassins and the expulsion of the foreign fedais 
would bea comparatively simple matter when the disarming hal taken place. From 


* {Fie is oily an oprosinate for. of lan Yostiramént ad beluga, ony ix approximate 
‘oquivalent ean be arri which is computed thus:— = 
Tesh Cat anoant of nin whieh 15-30 
in Has | 
appro 
10 allo ares ately 1 esd, 


suns hawezch ean be sow 
4 fe 4669 square yards = 
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what the Nawab said it was clear that the Ministers were apprehensive lest if the 
fedais should make any serious resistance, the Russian Government should make it a 
pretext to bring troops from Kazvin to ‘Tehran, and he was obviously relieved when 
‘AM. Poklewski assured him that there was not, and never had been, any wish on the 
part of the Russian Government to find a pretext to send troops to ‘Tehran, and the 
Persian Government could be sure that unless the disarming operations resulted in 
such serious and prolonged disorders as to be dangerous to foreigners, not a man would 
de moved. Hussein Kuli Khan also showed some anxiety. to find out whether the 
Russian Minister anticipated that Colonel Vadbolski would raise any objections in case 
the Government called on the services of the Cossack brigade under his orders. 
M. Poklewski naturally pointed out that Prince Vadbolski was in the service of Persia, 
and would of course place his services and advice, and the foree he commanded, at the 
disposal of the Government. If he was asked to do impossible things, he would, of 
course, raise objections, but only on military grounds. 

‘The same evening Colonel Vadbolski was invited to attend a Cou 

sted to effect the disarmament. This he declined to do, as he said that 

rch for arms, such as was then contemplated, required a larger 

-150 men of the brigade then in ‘Mehran, and he would not aceopt 

ity of attempting it with the assistance of the half-disciplined forces 

all the support that the Government could offer him, but he was undoubtedly 

din his refusal by seeing that the Ministers were by no, means unanimous 

‘measures. As a matter of fact the idea of immediate 

night, and on the next day the Government issued. a 

ing that all unauthorised persons were to deliver up their arms 

against payment wi rty-cight hours, after which measures would be taken toseizo 

them. ‘The decision, as 1 told the Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom 1 saw that 

ternoon, seemed to me to be unw t would encourage the fedais to. think the 

jovernment was vacillating, and it would give them time to prepare for resistance, or 

least to hide their rifles, and in the meantime another murder might be committed, 

But if none of these predictions were fulfilled, the proclamation produced no result in 

the shape of surrendered rifles, ‘The fedais’ of all kinds were equally unwilling to 

surrender the weapons which alone gave them their importance, and they did not 

believe that the very weak Government was prepared to go to extremities with them, 

In this, however, they were mistaken, for the Ministers had succeeded in securing the 

aluabl ‘es of Yeprem, and they could count on the support of Sardar Assad 

nd the Bakhtiaris, who three or four days earlier had declared that they would not 
assist to disarm the fedais. 

On the afternoon of the 6th, fedais of all parties began to collect in the garden 
close to His Majesty's Legation, known as the Atabek's Park, where Sattar Khan and a 
few of his followers were living, and the troops and gendarmerie quickly occupied 
‘every coign of vantage in the upper floors, and on the roofs of neighbouring houses and 
on the city, wal s to the garden was, however, unimpeded, and Bagher Khan, 
Sattar Khan's colleague in the defence of Tabreez, is Known to have left the place and 
returned to it on the following morning, the 7th. I am reporting in other dospatchos 
the events which took place on that day, and it is sufficient to say here that by 9°30 rast, 
the fedais had surrendered, Sattar Khan being slightly wounded. : 

To all apps he victory of the Goverament was complete; they had 
captured about 300 fedais, but when on Monday morning it was known that only some 
fifty or sixty rifles were forthcoming instead of the 300 which the fedais had taken 
into the garden, people began to say that the Bakhtiaris who had made the final assault 
had stolen them ; and it was certainly rather a significant fact that thes auxiliaries 
had done a little looting in the neighbouring houses, and in the garden iiself, Tb 
subsequently transpired, however, that the Government's theory that the rifles had been 
thrown into a deep tank in the garden was correct, for about 300 were eventually 
recovered. On the otler hand two of the most notorious leaders of fedais, Sardar 

iain-es-Sultanch Bakhtiari, were still at large, the former having betaken 

uncle's house in Zerguendeh, where he was secure as being under 
Russian jurisdiction, and the latter being in hiding, and the surrender of rifles from tho 
fedais and mujahids in the town was pitifully small. 

‘Tehran does not quite know what to make of the sitnation. Tt is recoguised that 
the Government has shown courage and. energy, and has done a public service in 
breaking the power of the fedais and mujabids. But on the other hand tore 
strong current of sympathy with Sattar Khan, who is believed to have deprecated the 
resistance in which he was forced by cireumstances to take a leading part. ‘There 1s 
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also certain discontent among the Moslems that the direction of the affair should have 
been placed in the hands of Yeprem, a Christian, and a perceptible anti-Armenian 
iment is abroad; and finally, no one has any real confidence in the Government, 
and whose strength in the recent crisis has been 

dar id the scenes. 

The s, in spite of the Governn remain partially closed. ‘There 
has been an attempt by the chief of the clergy to take bast at Shahabdulazim, and 
Moez-es-Siiltan (Sardar Mohi) has left Zergnendeh to take bast with some twenty 
other mujahids at the Turkish Embassy. These incidents, and many others too trifling 
to recount, are proof of the prevailing uncertainty and apprehension, and so far as I 
can sce the next development will he determined by Sardar Assad, who is believed to 
be influenced far more by considerations of his personal advancement than by the 
public interest, 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[81818] No. 317. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Recetved August 29.) 


(No. 153. Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 11, 1910. 
IN my despatch No, 132 of the 15th July T hazarded the hope that the advent to 
power of Nationalist Cabinet would, by bringing us into official contact with that 
party in the person of the new Minister for Foreign Mfairs, enable the two legations 
to dispel to some extent the distrust felt of Ru and in a less degree of Great 
Britain also, M, Poklowski and I have, of course, done all in our power to bring 
result, and, happily, the events of the past fortnight haye afforded us 
unexpected opportunities, a few of which T have recorded in other despatches. It 
would, 1am woll aware, be premature to say that Hussein Kuli Khan is completely 
reassured; it would be more correct to say that he is surprised at finding that the 
‘attitude of tho Russian Minister is so entirely different from that which he has pictured 
to himself, [am not, sure that to say this is to do justice to Hussein Kuli Khan's 
intelligence, but what T think is certain is that he has, perhaps unavoidably, allowed 
himself in the heat of party warfare to be pushed by his friends into making’ political 
vapital out of the anti-Russian feoling which unquestionably exists in Persia, but by 
no means to the extent which some recent incidents seem to indicate, The Nawab is, 
consequently, in a dificult position, As president of the committee for Foreign 
Affairs in the Medjliss he used his influence to prevent the late Cabinet from putting 
Porsia’s relations with Russia on a satisfactory footing, and M. Poklowski’s action in 
half-a-dozen questions—as an instance I would cite his having prevented the reinforce- 
ment of the consular guard at Kermanshah when the Russian consul’s life had ty 
heon attempted by Persian soldiers—has proved to him the readiness of Russia to 
establish good relations with any and every Government in this country ; but if he i 
to somo extent persuaded himself, the Nawab has still to prove to his party the 
i ity of his conversion by results. If he ean do so by « general settlement of the 
important questions pending between the two Governments, of which the chief 
is the withdrawal of the Russian troops, his position is seoure, for he will have done 
an immense service to his country; but if he fails his numerous enemies will accuse 
him of haying sold himself to Russia, Ihave soen Hussein Kuli Khan threo or four 
it, and have done my best to impress on him that his own and 
his country’s interests is in friendly relations with Russia, and to persuade him that 
tho smallest advance on his side will meet with cordial response from M. Poklewski. 
It is an encouraging sign that something has been achieved, that Nawab should have 
enquired whether the two Governments were still disposed to assist Persia financially, 
to which I replied that he could count upon it and that no political conditions would 
he attached to any advance. On the other hand there is the intention, which 
aported: Dh my telegasia No 892 of the ih’ inalant, to wend a-roply fo" the fol 
declaration of the wishes of the two Powers as_ regards concessi but this is, 
1 think, rather a matter of sentiment on which Nawab feels that his past attitade 
towards the two Powers obliges him to insist provisionally. 
On the whole, I think that a small advance has been made towards gaining the 
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confidence of the Persian Government, and there is also a negative gain to us in 
tho resentment of the Persian Government at the inept and fruitless attempts of the 
German Minister to mediate between the Government and the Fedais. 
Thave, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 





[81319] No, 318. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 99,) 


Xo. 154. Very Confidential 

ir, ; Gulaheh, August 11, 1910. 
ALTHOUGH in my telegrams No. 318 and 320 of tho Sth and 9th instant T have, 
I think, given a substantially accurate account of the German Minister's attempt at 
mediation between the Government and the fedais, whom thoy had called oh. to 
surrender their arms, I venture to think that a more extended account, containing some 
corrections of detail and ono or two additions, will not be without interest, 

Count Quadt seems to have arranged on Saturday with the Italian chargé @aftaires 
and Vassik Bey, a secrotary of the Turkish, Embassy, that they would visit 'Pehran on 
Sunday morning, and the two first-mentioned gentlemen, with a military. officer 
tomporarily attached to the German Legation, M. Kauitz, and the German dmgoman, 
M, Litton, arrived there between 7 and 8 a.a. and towards 9 o'clock went, as thoy 
assert merely out of curiosity, to see the Atabeg’s garden where the fedais. were 
assembled, I must say in this connection that when M. Montagna fitst told mw of what 
had passed I gained a very distinet impression that, while on the 
Count Quadt had expatiatéd on the duty 
had a more than half-formal intention, 
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to Tehran at once, He did not mest Count Quadt, but on reaching Tehran, at once 
sent word to Vassik Hey to come immediately to the embassy. Vassik Bey and his 
colleagne obeyed, and the fedais declined without them to proceed with the surrender 
of their arms which had just commenced. 

During the afternoon Count Quadt returned to Tehran, and while the fighting was 
in progress, was lamenting his inability to arrest it, and at one moment when Haase, 
the German instructor of artillery, was about. to open fire with « machine-gun, forbade 
him to do so. In this, perhaps, he was justified, as Haase’s instructions preclude him 
from taking an active part in hostilities. Haase, however, disregarded his Minister’s 
‘orders and served the gun himself. 

's Count Quadt has denied to M. Poklewski that he went down with any intention 
of interfering, liis statement must be aecepted 5 b itial evidence is worth 
anything, I think that it is permissible to belie 5 ementW 
mental reservations, In the first place it i 

ends just the tivo persons in the diplomatic body who would be most like 

mpose, ‘The Italian chargé d'affaires is a former acquaintance, and since 
, barely two months ago, has almost lived at the n Legation, and it is 
ons that all his views of Pers vn from that source; what was 
moro natural than that, he should ha his old friend and adv: 
here would not lead him into any se y is also an intimate at the 
German Legation, and, indeed, it is practically w 
any questions that may arise between the two mi nost iguoring the 
sailor, Vassik Boy has always aoted very independently of his chief, and pretends to 
treat him with conterpt, so, that he was just the sort of tool that the C 
would require, Then again the excuse that he went to “gain information” is 
palpably weak, A foreign Mi 'y in such circumstance as then prevailed like 
to satisfy himself personally of the state of security of the town and of his countrymen, 
Dnt it ix an elementary rule that he should not visit persons iu resistance against 
the authoriti she has first ascertained the wishes of the Government. In the 
circumstances I think it impossible to acquit Count Quadt of having gone to town with 
ponaée He probably calculated that with Herr Kinderlen Wachter at 
the Horeign Of Borlin instead of Herr von Schoen, his ‘‘indiseretion” would be 
condoned, provided it was crowned with success; while if he failed, it could be 
excused on the grounds of humanity 

‘Thoro is, however, ono point in his conduct which is inexcusable, namely, that he 
should have employed the argument that resistance on the part of the fedais would 
offer Russia a pretext for occupying ‘ehran. It is certain that he did use this 
argument, for when taxed with it by M. Poklewski, he was unable to deny it, 

As it is T think that Count Quadt’s action’ has done his cause no good. ‘The 
Porsian Government resent the mere fact of his intervention, and they wisely refused 
to follow his advice to make any concession to the fedais ; but if they had accepted it, 
they would have had to thank him for a most certain dimunition of their prostige. Tt 
is:also possible that the interest he showed in the fedais by his mediation encouraged 
thom to hope that after all the Government might relent. ‘His mediation failed, but if 
ithad succeeded there can he no question but that—even though the Government 
might resent his intervention—Germany would have acquired a new importance in the 
eyes of the public, Count Quadt probably thought the risk worth runing. 

‘Tho Italian chargé d'allaires acted, am convinced, in all innocence, and it is to be 
hopod that his Government will not take too serious notice of an indiseretion into which 
io was led by too great confidence in the representative of an allied Power. 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 








{81320} No. 819. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.— (Received Auguat 24 
Ne. 155, 
& : Gutahel, Auguat 

THE Cos gale took very little part in the di nt of the fedais in th 
city on the 7th instant, but a detachment of them posted to observe one of the main 
thoroughfares cap foilais, who were it once conveyed to the Cossac 
suinmer camp at Kase Kajar. the prison 1 subjects, and 
Colonel Vadholsky, instead of handing them over to the Persian authorities, asked 
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M. Poklewsky by telephone whether he should send then to the Russian Legation. 
M. Poklewsky at once replied that they should he treated like the other prisoners, 
and he (Mf. Poklewsky) would apply officially for them to be surrendered to the legation. 
Prince Vadbolsky thereupon requested instructions from the Minister of War as to the 
disposal of the prisoners, but. he received no reply until Wednesday, when Kawam-es- 

aneh sent orders that they should he delivered to the police. ‘The colonel at once 
gave the necessary orders, but to his surprise his men refused to obey him. ‘Their 
argument was that they would have heen qnite ready to shoot the prisoners when they 
were captured, but now the prisoners had eaten their bread they were, according to all 
Persian ideas, in bast with them, and they could not be surrendered to thie Ciovernment, 
Every, kind of argument was exhausted by the Russian and Persian officers to persuade 
the troopers that the prisoners would have a fair trial, and, finally, ont of the 160 who 
had refused to obey orders, all but about 50 were won over, but. these 40, taking one 
of the prisoners with them, made off to Zerguendeh about sunset, avriving there about 
$30. ‘The majority remained in the village, but three: presented themselves at tho 
Russian Legation, saying they had come there rather than to another legation, as. they 
considered the Russian Mf the Czar, to. be Colonel Vadbolsky’s 


induced them to return to the camp under the charge of M. 

secretaries, and the whole of his escort of eighteen Russian Cossacks, 
Poklewsky hopes that the affair will blow over withont attracting too much 
mn, and I only report it as a very curious and interesting sample of the mentality 


Thave, &e, 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(31322) No. 820, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reesived August 29.) 
No. 157.) 
Sir, Gulahiek, August U1, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith « memorandum by the military attaché 
to His Majesty’s Legation reporting on the fighting which took place on the 7th 
instant. 

‘On Sunday morning, when the situation appeared to be growing serions, I directed 
Major Stokes fo proceed to the legation in town, as I considered it desirable to havo a 
member of His Majesty’s Legation present, and he remained there until Monday 
evening. 

Thaye, &e, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


closure in No. 320, 


Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the fighting at Tehran on Auguat 7, 1910. 


BY 1 ra, on the 7th August some 800 men, who refused to lay down their arma 
in accordance with the proclamation of the Persian Government issued on the 4th, had 
assembled in the garden known as the Atabeg’s Park. Tho park has been occupied for 
some time past by Sattar Khan and his followers, ‘They were joined during the 
morning by Bagher Khan, Of the 300 men, however, a large number were followers 
of other leaders, notably Sardar-ieMohi (Moc/-cs-Sultan), who, having encouraged their 
men to retain their arms, left. them in the lurch when it came to fighting. ‘hero is 
good reason to believe that Sattar Khan was against fighting, but was overruled by the 
men, Inthe hope of securing « peaceful settlement, the tin of the expiry of the 
Government’s ultimatum had been postponed until noon, and further delay was caused 
by the appearance on the scene of German and Tarkish diplomat ‘gotiations 
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continued during the morning, but proved abortive. Meanwhile, the Government 
forces detailed to deal with the fedais had been paraded, the approaches to the park hed 
been secured, and some troops had already occupied and fortified positions whence 
they could fire on the park, Yefraim, who, conjointly with Sardar Bahadur, Bakhtiari, 
was in command of the forces, was at the central police station, while two of his 
ordorlies awaited instructions at the palace, where the Cabinet was assembled. At 
2 rat an enquirer at the palace was officially informed that, failing the laying down of 
arms, offensive measures would be taken within an hour. This was the situation when, 
at 2°30 Pa, one of the fedais attempted to leave the park by the main gate, A 
gendarme told him he must lay down his arms if he wished to go. ‘The man 
immediately fired at the gendarme with a Mauser pistol, but missed him. A Bakhtiari 
shot the fedai, who, badly wounded, attempted to regain the park. Two or three of his 
friends came out to pull him in, whereupon firing became general. ‘Tho Gove 
troops now began to occupy positions for a regular attack on the park, and while they 
wore doing this those already in position maintained a desultory fire on the defenders. 
‘Phe park is a rectangle, 500 to 600 yards long and 130 yards wide, its north wall 
lying within 100 yards of the northern ramparts of the town, which command it, It is 
surrounded by a mud wall 15 fect high and about 2 feet thick, and has three gates, at 
the south-east and south-west corners, and in the centre of the south faco, Along each 
faco runs a street, the opposite side of which is formed by houses or garden walls which 
high enough to command the interior of the park. ‘The park, which is fairly 
thickly wooded, contains two houses, one of them haying two storeys. At 4°45 reat. the 
attack was begun in earnest, two Creusot quick-firing guns and two Maxims being 
brought up. “One Maxim, posted at the north-east, corner of the British Legation, fired 
‘at intoryals along the south faco of the park, but was never directed at the park itself. 
Ono quick-fiving gun put several shells into the park, but, the field guns for the most 
rt endeavoured to make breaches in the park wall, ‘The defenders fired in most 
from loopholes made ia the wall At 7 mat. an Austrian pattern field gun was 
hrought up to the north-east corner of the British Legation, whenee it opened: fire on 
the south-east corner of the park, \ breach was effected near the south-west corner of 
tho park at about.$ rat, and the door at: that corner was set on fire. The attackers 
ontered at this poi ‘an hour Inter, and by 10 vat, Sattar and Bagher Khans and 
7 op , besides some thirty or forty bazaar people who had come to 
the park to join in what thoy thought was a demonstration and had been unable to get 
away whon the fighting bogan. ‘Though over 2,000 troops were held in readiness by 
the Governmont, less thir 1,000 actually took part i ‘The Government 
Josses wy Killed and about a dozen wi iu is lost fifteen killed and 
{wonty-seven wounded, among the lator being Sattar Khan. Of ton corpses of fedais 1 


saw in tho park, eight had boen shot through the head, presumably at loop-holes. The 
troops un 


Unkut 
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(81327) No. 321. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 29,) 


same i. : St. Petersburgh, August 20, 1910. 
THE Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed mo on the 15th instant of the 
pet which tie had reeeived fiom the Russian Minister at Tehran regarding the 
troduction by the Persian Goverment into the Medjliss of a proposal for the 

employment of foreigners to teorganise the Persian civil services. | M. Poklowski’s 
ort differed in some minor details from that furnished to you by Mr. Marling in his 

am No, 826 of the 16th August, but it stated that the Persian Government 
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roposed to employ a certain number of Frenchmen in the financial department and of 
Vetoas th the pontarmna Me WoMeraii tall alay report that the Persian 
Government were believed to contemplate the employment of Austrians as military. 
instructors. 

In the course of a short conversation which we had on this occasion M. Sazonow 
showed himself fully alive to the danger that if Persia called in the assistance of 
nationals of great Powers other than England and Russia the German Government 
would claim that Germans also should be engaged. His Excellency said, however, that 
if the German Ambassador came to him with representations on the subject he proposed 
to tell him with representations on the subject he proposed to him that Germany should 
address herself not to the Russian but to the Persian Government in this matter; that 
Russia and England were specially interested in the financial branch of the Persian 
administration, but that if the Persian Government chose to employ Germans, ih the 
gendarmerie, for instance, that was the affair of the Persian Goverament and not of the 
two Powers. It seemed to me that there were obvious objections to a reply in this 
sense being given to Count Pourtalds, and I said to M. Sazonow that the employment: 
of German officers in the gendarmerie would certainly be used by Germany to create 
trouble of all kinds for the two Powers. His Excellency readily acquiesced and showed 

h to adhere to the particular form of reply to the German Ambassador which he 
had indicated, I gathered generally, as stated in my telegram No. 228 of the 
15th August, that before coming to any definite conclusions he was anxious to know 
your views, 

Yesterday morning I had the honour to receive your telegram No. 449 of the 
18th August stating your views as to the intimation which should be made to the 
Persian Government on the subject of the employment of foreigners, and informing me 
of the communication which with the concurrence of the Russian Government you 
proposed to make to the Italian Goverument in. this connection, Tat oneo called on 
the Acting Minister for Foreign Affuirs and read your telegram to him, M. Sazonow, 
said that he entirely agreed in the advisubility of the proposed friendly and unofiicial 
intimation to the Persian Government, and that he would immediately telegraph 

ions to the Russian representative at Tehran in the sense suggested by you, 
He remarked that the fact of the two Powers huving made the intended communication 
to the Persian Government would strengthen their hands in the event of any vemon- 
strances coming from Grmuny:  Taay note that Ts Hxeelloney append to gee no 
objection to the employment of subjects of a mitior Power as’ military instructors, 
although the Russian Government: not long ago certainly contemplated that the task 
of military reonganisation should be reserved to Russian officers; and it seems from 

Marling’s telegram No. 830 of the 17th instant that M, Poklewski takes the same 

iow of the matter as ME. Sazonow, 

As regards the raply which you proposed to return to the communication from the 

ian Gor Teaeta}o Coste aah inaaaeae ieee RR A APACE Hu tS 

1 by the Italian Ambassador here, and that he would at once instenet: the 
Russian, representative in Rome to give the Italian Government an answer in the 
terms whieh you proposed. 

Thaye, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





[31373] BNors23) 


Sir G. Louther to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received August 29.) 
00.) 
‘Thorapia, August 21, 1910, 
ON receipt of your telegram No. 207 of the 15th instant, relative to the action of 
the German Minister at ‘Tehran in intervening in the Government's difficulties with the 
fedais, I spoke in an unotficial aud private manner to the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
‘irs on the 17th instant, in the absence of the Minister, regarding the incident, and 
he assured mo that the action of the Turkish Secretary at Tehran in supporting the 
an Minister's action has met with the disapproval both of Rifaat Pasha and of 
the Sublime Porte. 
In a conversation which I had with Rifaat Pasha himself on the 20th instant, his 
Excellency observed that the action of the German Minister was possibly dictated by a 
3 


{1733} 





desire to avoid the shedding of blood ; Imt he added that the action of the ‘Turkish 
Secretary had been disapproved of by his Government. 
Texplained to him what had really occurred. 
Thave sent a copy of this despatch to Tehran, 
Thaye, &c. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





[31328] No. 323, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 29.) 


(No. 350.) 
iS 


St, Petersburgh, August 21, 1910. 
ON the 16th instant, having received your telegram No, 438 of the 
T called on the Acting Minister for Poi 
méngire of which T have the honour to enclose a copy (Enclosure No. 1) stating that 
the Persian Government had ace ich the Anglo-Pe 
Company proposed toma and that the loan cont 
ready for signature, Tengu had 
tothe i 
delay. 

M, Sazonow said at once tha ian Government entirely approved 

on here that a good reason for their 
ian Government by private 
by the two Powers, in which as 
vare the Russian Government agreed to join onl fi i 
Majesty's Gi ent and to which the Russian Finance Minist. particular 
consented greatest reluctance. M, Sazonow added, however, that the Russian 
Government had this objection to the immediate signature of the loan contract, that 
it would in their opinion destroy all prospect of the conversion of the debts due’ from 
the Persian Go nt to the Russian bank, 

memorandum of which I have the 
x the substance of a telegram from 

the Russian Ministerat 'ehran on the subjec proposed loan, M, Poklewsky, 
giving ¢ warding the proposed agre the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Compiny and the Persian Government, expresses the opinion’ that from the point of 
view of Russian interests it would be unquestionably desirable that the contract should 
be postponed until the completion of the negotiations for the conversion of the debts 
due to the Russian bank, ‘to whieh ‘conversion,’ he adds, “the Persian Government 
are to proceed one of these days.” 

Tn handing me this communication, M. Sazonow rem 

6 see 


joint advance then in contemplation by the two Powers. 

the oil company’s Ioan was concluded, I rather supposed that the idea of the joint 
advange would be dropped. ‘The question of the seontity for the latter would, therefore, 
not arise, 

Teed not report to you the arguments wi M. Sazonow on 
different occasions to show that the conclusion of the oil company’s loan would not in 
reality be prejudicial to the conversion of the debts to the Russian bank. It is 

vident that tho Russian Government wish to delay. the company’s loan not because 
ion of the floating debts, but because by with 
i pressure to bear to expedite the conversion 

Bhi betiee 


j 


offer of an advance which is still open, the Réssian Government might be disposed 
to reconsider the position which they have taken up in this question, 
Thave, &c. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 323. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to M. Sazonow by Mr, O’Beirne. 


EN se référant & Yaide-mémoire du Ministdre Impérial des Afnires Btrang’i 

4 (17) juillet, 1910, YAmbassade britannique se fait un devoir de porter & la connaissance 
du Ministre qu’a la suite des pourparlers qui ont eu liew ees derniers jours entre In 
société Anglo-Persian Oil eb le Gouvernement persin ce dernier vient de se déclarer 
pret A accepter les conditions posées par la société en vue d'un emprunt au Gouverno- 
ment du montant de 500,000! La société est maintenant désireuse dautoriser son 
agent 4 ‘Téhéran A signer sans Aélai le contrat de Vemprunt, et, Yambussade serait 
heureuse d/apprendre si le Gouvernement Impérial y verrait dobje 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 3 (16) aoat, 1910, 


Enclosure 2 in No, $23. 


Note by Russian Minister at Teliran, 
(Pranslation.) 
No final agreement has yet been arrived at between the Government: of the Shah 
and the Anglo-Persian Naphtha Company, Only the general basis of such ani agreement 
has so far been drawn up which is as follows 


The amount of loan to be 500,001, at 5} por cent. h will give the 

Persians a clear 415,0002 ‘The term of amortisation is sixty years In addition the 

ives, instead of'the three (3) concessions previously proposed, the right to work 

nals approximately between 32 and 40 parallels (meridian of Greenwi Aa or 

thie 304 parallel south to the eu, Upon the formation of tho company tor working this 

the Persian Government reoeives in eash the sum of 80,0001, 20,000 shares 

and 10 per cent. of the net profits (revenue). ‘The company also binds itself to advance 

the Persian Government a sum amounting to 300,000/, for the construction of a tram: 

probably from Bunder-Abbas to the mines ‘The tramway will be constructed by 

pany at the expense of the Persian Government, will be controlled by. the 

company, moreover, the company will enjoy a reduction of $3 per cent. on the general 
tarif for Tonding the property of tholeompany pmuveyed’on he line, 

As security for the loan the company demands, in addition to the shares of the 
Persian Goverment in the naphtha business, revenue from the telegraphs and residue 
from the receipts of the southern customs, ‘To this the Persians have uot as yeb 
agreed. 

From the point of view of our interests, T consider it unquestionably desirable that 
the above-mentioned agreement shall be postponed until the completion of the negot 
tions respecting the conversion of the debts owing to our bank, to which conversion the 
Persian Government are to proceed one of these days, 


Tehran, August 6 (19), 1910. 


[31377] No. 824. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 29.) 


(No. 594. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, August 2, 1910: 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 578 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's consul at Er: respecting the 
recent Tureo-Persian frontier incident near Kizil Dizé. 
Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





prey 


Enclosure in No, 324. 


Consul McGregor to Sir G. Lowther. 
Coe) Erzeroum, August 13, 1910. 

” WITH reference to my despatch No. 54, Confidential, of the Sth instant on the 
subject of the recent Tureo-Persian frontier incident near i Dia a ha ie the honaue 
to report to your Hixcellency that, from the meagre details which T have een, able to 
collect, no progress appears to have been made towards a mutual settlement Boa 
Appear that the vali, wo has been at Bayazid for more than week, was instructed t 
discuss the matter, not with the Persian vice-consul at Bayaz d, but with the a 
genoral at Exzeroum, and the la instructed by his Ambassador in the 
samo sense. He alleges, how ot proceed to Bayazid without oxders 
from the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and for that reason the beginning of 1 

rpotinti is still delayed. % 
ee EN conned Whe tastasok the caee, Euign, Pig , acting chief of the Eraeroun 
division, stated to me to-day that the intervention of the furkish Pio BE we eres 
necessary on account of sanguinary altercations between ‘Turkish and sian er 
each party claiming the right to mow certain fields on: either side of fae otr een 
that up to the present no Nurkish troops had entered Persian territory, | His Excellency 
was, however, unable to say how many troops had been dispatched to the seend af he 
incident, aud in reply to a question, he declared with emphasis that, as he had no 

e did not know where the frontier was. 
a net Mnathoy saforial ime that the Russian consul at Makw had hurried to 
the spot and, after a minute inspection of the locality, had crossed the frontier (our 
Heellency will observo. the contradiction involved’ in this statement), and ha 
proceeded to Bayazid, where he taxed the authorities with a violation of ie 
territory. ‘The Mutessariff and the commandant ‘of Bayazid replied that the matter 
was one which did not concern the Russian Governm nt, and the consul thereupon 
took his departure, ‘The action of this offi ial, Emin ‘ashi declared, was zoe 
significant, and it was difficult not to suspect that the whole incident had been : na 

Rassian Coy With the object of finding a pretext for an eventual 

aku. 


dospatelt already. re 
measure was preserib 


proceeding has now received the sunctio 
boon proscribed at Kizil Dizé and Kurji Bulak, « dou 
that there are no doctors available to put it into execution, 

‘Tho conclusion forced upon one is that the frontier hus been closed for p 
reasons, and the few facts which have leaked ont with regard to the incident asa whole 
tend to confirm the general impression that, however the original pretext may have 
boon furnished, the Turks have taken advantage of it to continue the policy so 

illy putsued by them further south, ; 
no Persian consul-aeneral informs me that he has received no news recently from 
Baya and Tvnderstand that the vai wil xeturn to Preexoum jn about tex days. 
ave, Se. 
P. J: ©. MeGREGOR. 





{31345} No, 825. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived August 29.) 
te. oe) St, Petersburgh, August 24, 1910, 
i f spatch No, 219 of the Sth instant, T handed to the 
rs the aide-mémoire of which L have the honour to 
lation by His Maj 
| anid proposing that 
‘Teliran to 
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Prevailing on these roads, and] to insist on the stheme in question being accopted by the 
ersian Government. 

Tenclose also a copy of the aide-mémoire which I received yesterday from the 
Russian Government in reply. Tn this communication it is stated that the Russian 
representative will be instructed to join with his British colleague in making the strong 
joint representation to the Persian Government. suggested by you in regard to the 
existing insecurity on certain roads. It is added that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
see no objection to the propesed levy of a foree analogous to tho Persia Cosuck 
Brigade, to be commanded by Indian officers, provided that its activity does not extend 
to points in the Russian sphere such as Ispahan, It is further ‘stated that from 
information recently received the Russian Government believe that. the period of “two 
months” which His Majesty's Government propose to allow to the Persian Government 
to restore order themselves ip not sufficient, and that ie would be preferable fo extend it 
to three months, more particularly in view of the impending appointment of a new 
Governor-General of Fars, probably Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh, 

Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 325. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to M. Sazonow by Mr. O'Beirne. 


IN an aide-mémoire dated the 16th (29th) July, 1910, His Majesty's Embassy 
communicated to the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs the substance of information 
received from His Majesty's chargé’ d'affaires at Tehran relative to. the inseourity 
revailing on the trade routes of Persia, more particularly in. the southern districts, 
is Majesty's Embassy proposed that the two representatives at ‘Tehran should 
be instructed to make a strong joint representation to the Persian Government on the 
subject, 

A despatch has now been received from His Majesty's chargé daffaines, of which 
an extract is enclosed, giving particulars respecting the increasing disorders on the 
southern and other roads in Persia, In this despatch Mr, Marling suggested that the 
Persian Government: should be informed that if order on the southern roads was not 
restored by the end of September His Majesty’s Government would themselves undertake 
to perform that dut 

Hix Majesty's Government, while fully appreciati importance of the prompt 
restoration of order, consider that the policy. of active intervention sugyested. bj 
Mr. Marling is open to abjection, On the other hand, they have adopted a suggestion 

Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who has recently been in London on 

nge Barclay suggested that the Persian’ Government. should 

ey fail to restore order on the southern trade routes by the end of 

eptember His Majesty's Government will feel obliged to insist on the formation of a 

force of 1,000 or 1,200 men, analogous to the Cossack Brigade, for the protection of the 

roads This force would be levied and officored by eight or ten officers of the Indian 
army, lent for the purpose by the Government of Indi 

His Majesty's Embassy is instructed to bring the nature of this scheme to the 
knowledge of the Imperial Government, and to propose that, when making the joint 
representation suggested in the aide-mémoire above referred to, the two representatives 
should insist on the scheme being accepted by the Persian Government, 


St. Petersburgh, July 30 (August 12), 1910. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 325. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Mr. O'Beirne by M. Sazonow, 


LE Ministre Impérial, ayant soumis & un examen attentif les propositions 

fait objet de Yaide-mémoire de ?Ambassade britannique en date du. 30 juillet 
(12 aot), année courante, consent 2 ce que le Ministre de Russie 4 Téhéran, conjointe- 
ment avec son collégue britannique, attire d'une fagon énergique Vattention du 


* Mr. Marling, No. 114, July 2, paragraphs 1, 2, 9, 4, and 5, down to “ unsafe,” 
[1738) aR 
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Gouvernement persan sur Tinsécurité qui existe sur certaines routes commerciales en 
Perse. 
Quant a la formation p 
ew ivanetetiicir te : 
persane, pour In sauvegarde desdit e impérial 
objections, & la condition toutefois que V'activité de cette force ne sétende pas sur 
points situés dans la sphére d’influence russe, tels qu'Ispahan. : 
So basant sur les renseignements qu'il vient de recevoir, le Gouvernement: Impérial 
pense que le terme de deux mois projets par le Gouvernement britannique pour la 
restoration de ordre sur les routes par le Gouvernement persan Iui-méme est insuffisant, 
ot quill vaudrait mieux le porter & trois mois, d'autant plus que le nomination. d'un 
nouveat. Gouverneur général du Kars—probablement celle du, Prince Ain-ed-Douleh— 
doit avoir liew un de ees jours. 


Saint-Pétershourg, le 9 (22) aottt, 1910. 





(31346) 
dwcard Grey —( ed Auguat 29.) 


St. Petersburgh, August 24, 1910. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 350 of the 21st August, I lve the honour 
to state that, having today attended M. Sazonow’s weekly reception, I took the 
opportunity of alluding to the question of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's proposed 
Joan to the Persian Government, I remarked that if this loan was postponed owing to 
delay in the conversion of the debts owing to the Russian Bank, the probable result 
would be that the Persian Government wonld apply to the two Powers for the advance 
Gffored by them—an offer which still remained open. I said that I believed the 
Russian Government would rather see a loan made by the oil company than find 
themselves ealled upon to take part in one themselves, and I asked if Twas right in so 
thinkiny 

M. Svzonow at once agreed that this was the ease, but said that, even if the Persian 
Government did secure the proposed loan from the company, it would not Tong suffice 
for their needs, and they would be sure to come to the two Powers for further financial 
assistance within the next few months. If the southern customs had meanwhile been 
imade part security for the company’s loan, there would then remain no sufficient 
security for an advance by the two Powers. ‘Che proposed loan by the company did 
hot therefore constitute a real solution of the present di His Excellency would 
Have thought it preferable if the company coukd have arranged for a loan of @ larger 

nonnt, such as would have removed the necessity for the Persian Gov 
subsequently applying to the two Powers. 

M, Sazonow had evidently not gone into the que ¢ far it would be practicable 
for the Anglo-Persian Company to find security for a much larger loan than that now 
contemplited. But his remarks make it plain that, from the point of view of the 
Russian Government, the main thing to be desired is that they should not themselves 
have to advance money to the Persian Government. 

LThave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRN 





[81549] 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived August 29.) 


(No. 240.) 
‘elegraphic) P. 
PERSIAN loan Your telegram No. 494 of the 27th August. 
It seems to me clear that the Russian stipulation as to the conversion of the 
Persian Government's debts to the Russian bank prior to the conclusion of an advance 


St. Petersburgh, Auguat 29, 1910. 


does not apply to an adv h the two Powers might make to the Persi 
Government, The text of the aide-mémoire from the Russian Ministry of Foreign 
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Adairs of the 17th July last (see my despatch No. 216) implies that this is the Russian 
view ; of. the following phrase : “Que In conversion . . . . en dehors des Gouverne- 
ments russe et anglais.” 


Unless you think it necessary for me to do so, I should be inclined not to address. 
an enquiry on the subject to the Russian Government. 





{31266} No, 328. 
Foreign Office to Mr. U. W. Wallace. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 29, 1910, 

WITH reference to your lotter of the 22nd instant, and conversations whitch have 
taken place at this Office, relative to the proposed advance to the Persian Government, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a 
telogramn from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran stating that the negotiations on this 
subject, which he reported on tho 24th instant to have broken down, have been 
resumed, and that the Persian Government now ask for a loan of 100,000/. on the 
security of the surplus revenues of the southern customs, or of 200,000L. on the same 
security, with the addition of their interest in the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

‘You are aware from the conversations above referred to of the objections felt by 
His Majesty’s Government to the use of those surplus revenues for the purpose in 
question, and of the grounds on which those objections are based, but it was 
understood, from observations which you made on the o ion of your last visit, that 
the group who were contemplating the advance of 400,000L, would be unw ling to 
accept any arrangement whereby these sums would be eliminated from the security 
offered. 

Lam to suggest, however, that, as the advance of 0 large a sum as 00,0001, 
appears no longer to be in question, your group might be prepared to reconsider their 
position and accept tho Persian Governmont’s interest in the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company as suilicient security for an advance of 100,001. if it is decided only to lend 
that sum on that interest with the addition of the profits of the company and of tho 
new company which will be formed to work the concession which it is now sought, to 
obtain for the exploitation of the minerals in the district of Kerman. 

T am to add that Sir B, Grey much approciates the trouble which you and the 
gentlemen associated with you haye been good enough to take in order to oblige 
His Majesty's Government in the matter of this advance. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE’ 





[30851] No, 829, 


Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Ogiep, August 29, 1910. 

WITH reforence to previous correspondence relative to the project for the 
acquisition, in the name of Mr. Rt Tarbett Meming, of a concossion for the exploitation 
of minerals in the district of Kerman which is at present the subject) of negotiation 
with the Persian Government, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform 
you that, according to a telegram from His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at ‘Tehran, one 
Of the chief inducements which the Porsian Government would have to grant: this 
Concession is the prospect of the construction, in conection with it, of tramway lines 
Dotween Kerman and the coast of the Persian Gulf, and Mr, Preece, in conducting the 
nogotiations, has accordingly proceeded on the assumption that a trunk line will bo 
built to Kerman with branches to the mines. He has now, however, received 
instructions to insist that the contemplated line shall have the mines themselves, and 
not Kerman, as its objective. 

Mr. Marling is of opinion that the prospects of obtaining the concession will be 
seriously affected if this condition is maintained. 

While bringing to your knowledge these facts, which may prove useful to tho 
parties intorestol in the enterprise, I am to state, for their confidential information, that 
Sir E. Grey has been approached by another British group of substantial financ’ 
standing anxious to obtain from the Persian Government a concession for the construction 





of a caravan road beiween Kerman and Bunder Abbas, with powers to develop this 
road into.a cart road to be used for motor traffic, and eventually, if permissible, to 
build a railway either along or beside it 

Tam to state that this schemo, which has not yet been carried beyond the earliest 
stage, was brought to Sir E, Grey's notico a considerable time before hie was aware that 
such a project, or anything analogous to it, formed part of the work to be undertaken by 
the group in which your company are interested, if they are successful in obtaining the 
concession now sought, but Cam to point out that, if the other group eventually mature 
their plan to the point of opening negotiations with the Persia Government on the 
subject, Sir E. Grey will not be in a position to afford your company 
exclusive support in connection with this part of their programme, sine 
would inyolve preferential treatment of one British enterprise as against another. 

Tam to add that, in the opinion of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who has now 
returned to his post, it is doubtful whether the Persian Assembly are better disposed 
towards foreign enterprise in Persia than they were at the end of last year. He further 
states that, though danger from gun-runners has practically ceased in Southern Persia, 
recent reports from the district of Kerman do not show that a state of security exists 
there sullici varrant the dispatch of an engincer to make surveys with a view to 
the construction of a road, accompanied by a strong escort, though he is maki 
further es on this point 

It therefore appears unlikely that any steps towards the realisation of the scheme 
can usefully be taken, in any case for the present. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(31643) No. 380, 


Mesara, Diseon and Co, to Poreign Ofice.—(Received August 80.) 


(Private and Confidential.) Whitworth House, Princess Street, Manchester, 
Sin, August 20, 1910. 

WE bog to address you in connection with the state of our trade with Per 
have from time to time made representations, both personally and. in conju 
othors concerning the extremely adverse conditions prevailing in the countr 
oflect upon trade and the necessity of action being taken to make the trade rout 
Wo do not at this time write further on these matters, but would respectfully draw 
attention to our own individual position at the present time as compared with a few 
yours ag 

Prior to the eommiencement of the troubles in Persia ov 
many years steadily progressive and mainly’ profi 
Doing such as are normally to be anticipated in such our turnover had 

chod some 150,000. p and we had every r spect to continue 
ilar trading to the advantage not only of ourselves, but generally of the cotton goods 
uluicers of this distyiet, 

But in the past few years the whole situation has completely changed—from 
prosperity to practically a ruinous position, In that time, instead of gaining any profit 
we have suffored actual loss to the extent of some 8,000L., direetly attributable to the 
Tayvless state of the country, the causo of the losses arising ma 
on the roads of our goods, and also from robbery of our cust 
consequence they have been unable or have refused to pay tis. So disastrous have 
boon our ventures that we haye been compelled to reduce ovr exports to one-third of 
what they were, and have sent even this diminished quantity in great fear of results, 
and solely for the purpose of retaining some hold of the trade which has taken so many 
years of labour to establish, and which we feared might otherwise be transferred to 
traders in other countries and thus he persnanently lost to Lancashire. 

We are moved to write this in the belief that the extremely serious and dangerous 
state of affairs has not been fully understood, and in the hope that if some action is 
contemplated it may be taken with as little delay as p 

‘Thanking you in «ticipation for sympathetic consideration of the facts we have 
placed before you, we have, &e, 


trade there had been for 
losses that were incurred 


from direct robbery 
xs’ goods for which in 


F H. C. DIXON axp CO. 
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[31205] No. 331. 


: Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 143.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 30, 1910. 

THAVE received Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 116 of the 4th ultimo, relative to the 
question of the Tureo-Persian frontier in the neighbourhood of Mohammerah, in which 
ho offers certain observations in support of the contention advanced by His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire and consul at Mohammerah that His Majesty’s Goyerument, 
if this question is raised, should insist on the recognition of the line at present locally 
admitted in proference to that laid down by the mediating commissioners. 

Yon will by now have become aware that Lieutenant Colonel Cox forwarded direct 
to this Office a copy of his despatch No. 25 of the Sth May, which forms the enclosure to 
the communication under reply, and you will have perused my despatch No, 102 of the 
27th June, enclosing a copy of the answer which T caused to be returned to him, and 
which contains an expression of my views on this question, 

To what I there said I may now add that His Majesty's Government will of course 
use their best endeavours to. prevent this question being raised by the ‘Turkish 
Government at all, or, if they insist on raising it, to persuade them to desist, but that 
it would be difficult, while urging them to abide hy the decision of the modiating 
commissioners as regards the northern portion of the frontier, to insist on thoir 
disregarding it as regards the southorn, even granting that they themsolyes were to 
adopt an equally illogical attitude in the matter, 

Should the question, however, he forced on His Majesty’s Government it would of 
course be open to them to negotiate for the recognition of the locally accepted 
Donndary while retaining that of the mediating commission as tho basis of 
discussion, and they can with equal justice refuse to tolerate the recognition of 
anything but the status quo as regards the southern portion of the boundary until the 
‘Turkish Government udinit the line of the mediating commissionors in the north. 

Lam, &o, 
BE, GREY, 





[31776] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey—(Reeeived August 31.) 

(No, 345.) 

(Telegraphic.) _P. 
SOULET-ED-DOWLEH. 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s designs are evidently causing the Persian Government some 

uneasiness. A threatening telegram has been received from him, and in Ispahan it is 

believed that he intends to march on the capital, 
Sardar Assad has ordered 2,000 Bakhtiari reinforcements to proceed to Iapahan 
from Charmahal. 


Gulahek, August 31, 1910, 





(81549) No, 333. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. 0’ Beirne, 
(siege ) BR i Office, A 
(Telegraphic, Porvign Office, August 31, 1910, 
YOUR telegram No. 240 of the 29th August : Loan to Persia. ae 
Tagree. 





(31863) No. 334, 
Mr, Wallace to Mr. Mallet.—(Received September 1.) 


Dear Mr, Mallet, ‘The Raven Hotel, Droitwich, August 30, 1910. 
AFTER telegraphing as I told you that the Persian Government was willing to 
accept the loan which Uhave been working at for so long, Mr. Preece wired that the 
Ministers had changed their minds again, and told him that Persia would have no 
Ail in rene (presumably elsewhere) at 5 per cent. interest, with an issue 
fl 38 
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price of 831. per cent., also that they would now not agree to hypothecate the securities 
that [ had asked for. Mr. Preece added that information to the same effect was being 
wired to you from the legation at ‘Tehran, You have probably, therefore, already heard 
of my failure to come to terms with the Persians. 3 

{am sory to have failed at that end—when I did not expect to fail—after 
succeeding in the seemingly much more difficult task of getting men willing to lend 
fo Persia on any terms, but I will renew the effort if the Persians change their minds 
again, 

Tam, &. 
©. W. WALLAC! 





131896} No. 335. 


ir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received September 1.) 
(No. 340.) 
(eleseraphic.) Ps 

'FGRKS’ and Sheikh of Mohammerah x 

Lhave recoived His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire’s despatch No. 40 of the 
V6th June, and Tsubmit that, at least with regard to the vali’s bombardment of Zain, 
the contents entirely vindicate Sheikh Khazal. During the whole period he acted 
with moderation, and followed implicitly the advice tendered by British consular 
officers. ‘ 

‘There appears to me, therefore, no reason why the assurances should not be given 
to him, accompanied by the decoration, 5 

‘ho caso against the Vali of Bussorah is very strong as presented by Lieutenant 
Colonel Cox. It is evident from his above-mentioned despatch that the vali is hostile 
to our intorests at the head of the Persian Gulf, and I find the same difficulty as di 
His Majesty's constl-general in comprehending how security on the Shat-el-Arab i 
promoted by his presence, since a serious Arab rising, as a result of the vali’s 
behaviour, was probably alone averted by the correct and patient attitude of the 
sheikh, It is, however, possible that vi ing under instructions from the 
Sublime Porte, and on this account, His Majesty’ ment may deem it impolitic 
to risk precipitating the raising of graver questions by urging his recall at Con- 
stantinople, 

Tam forwarding a despatch on the same subject. 


Gulahek, September 1, 1910. 





[81899] No, 336. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 
(No, 347.) 
(Telographic.) P. 
‘TURKS ‘and Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
With reference to my immediately. preceding telegram, I have the honour to 
transmit following telegram No. 240 of the 31st August from His Majesty's consul- 
goneral at Bushire 


Gulahek, September 1, 1910. 


is Majesty's consul at Mohammerah again points out that the abnormal delay 
that has elapsed in the matter of the assurances to be given to the sheikh has rendered 
the latter suspicious, and it is difficult to deal with him. He further reports that a 
decree forbidding land to be registered in the name of the sheikh or his representa- 
tives in the Bussorah vilayet has just been issued by the Turkish Government, ‘This 
step has annoyed the sheikh, and he represents that the vali has broken all his 
romises and has done his best again to change the status quo. I should be glad to 
now if there is any hope of a decision on the part of His Majesty's Government in the 
near future.” 
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(31898) No. 337. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 
(No. 348.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, September 1, 1910. 

OIL company’s proposed loan to Persian Government. 

In continuation of my telegram No. 343 of the 28th August, I have the honour to 
report that Mr. Preece has suggested to the Persian Government that their share in the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company and in the mining company should be made security for 
the proposed Joan, I understand that he has not yet informed his principals of this, 
but he auticipates no objection on their part provided that the concession is obtained. 

I learn from Preece that the oil company’s board meeting will take place on 
Monday next, and that his syndicate's negotiations will probably then be considered. 

I venture to submit that His Majesty's Government and the Government of India 
would benefit so greatly by the successful termination of the present negotiations that 
it would be worth while to urge the syndicate to authorise their representative at 
‘Tehran to pursue negotiations on the lines he has suggested as acceptable to the 
Persian Government, especially in connection with the proposed tramway from the 
coast. 

In the event of His Majesty's Government being deterred hy the Indo-European 
Telegraph Company's scheme (please refer to your telogram No. 246 of the 
22nd August) from supporting Mr. Preece's proposal, I would bring the following 
consideration to your 

Putting on one side the question of what view the Medjliss would take of the 
proposed concession—and I am a little doubtful, although the Vekilul-Roaya is 
optimistic—I feel sure that the Medjliss will he strongly opposed to the Indo-European 
‘Telegraph Company's scheme under which a British road is contemplated. On the 
other hand, Mr. Precce’s negotiations aim at a Persian tramway, the profits of which 
the Persian Government will receive. 





(81907) No, 338, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived September 1.) 
(No, 349.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahel, September 1, 1910, 
WITH reference to my telogranis No. 385 of the 23re August and No, 348 of tho 
mber. 


ining concession in Kerman district. 
His Majesty's consul reports that the district under consideration will probably 


remain safe until the end of the year, after which date its condition depends on the 
movements of the Afghan gun-ranners, 





{31906} No, 339, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 
(No. 245.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia, 

In conversation with the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs to-day his Wxcelloney 
informed me that he had been approached by the Persian chargé d'affaires yesterday on 
the subject of the continued presence of Russian troops in Persia. M, Sazonow told 
the chargé affaires that if the Persian Government would fulfil the conditions which 
had been prescribed by the Russian Government as necessarily preceding the 
withdrawal, then he would undertake that orders should be issued within twenty-four 
hours for the withdrawal of the Kasvin force. M.Sazonow told the chargé d'affaires 
that he could give him no definite answer as yet with regard to the troops at ‘Tabrecz, 


but stated to him that the same general principle that applied to Kasvin applied also 
to Tabreez. 


St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1910. 
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[32081] No. 340. 
Tndia Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 3.) 


Sir, India Ofice, September 2, 1910. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to address you, with reference 
to the correspondence ending with your letter of the 30th September, 1909, on the 
subject of the permanent appointment of an intelligence officer at Meshed. 

‘The proposal was fully discussed in Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 8th July, 1908, 
and in Sir F, A, Campbell’s letter of the 21st September, 1908, the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the ‘Treasury were informed that “ Sir E. Grey considers that there can he no 
question of objecting to the charge on Imperial funds of one-half of the expense 
involved.” After some further correspondence, their Lordships agreed to the appoint 
ment ‘for a period of two years, on the understanding that the question of 
continuance will be considered at the end of that period” (Sir G. Murray's letter of the 
11th November, 1908). 

‘Whe period in question expires on the 20th October next, and 
trusts that Sir E. Grey will now be willing to press the Lords Comm 
Treasury to agree to place the appointment upon a permanent footing. am to enclose 
copy of a le d from the Government of India on the subject 
and to say that his Lordship concurs in the views therein expressed. He is strongly of 
opinion that, in the absetice of any British consular officer throughout the whole of 
Central Asin, it is impracticable, on Imperial no less than on Indian grounds, 
to dispense with the one trustworthy source n to what is taking 
place in a vast area which is, moreover, not open to the unrestricted movements of 
foreign 

‘Murning to the question of expenditure, Tam to enclose copy of correspondence 
with the Government of India dealing with the points raised in your letter of the 30th 
September, 1909. Lord Morley agrees generally with the remarks of the Government 
of India as to. the designation and. duties of the intelligence officer at Meshed, who 
would, in his opinion, be better so described than by the somewhat misleading title of 
military attaché, The question whether the expenditure is excessive should, therefore, 

thinks, be considered ou its morits, without reference to that incurred on dissimilar 
Appointinonts elsewhere, 4 
According to the information now furnished, the expenditure up to the 21st 
October, 1908, w as follows :— 
Rupees. = 
1008-5 
1905-8 5. 
107 | 
107-8 
April 1-Oectoboe 21, 1905 


‘Dhis expenditure has not up to the present been included in the annual statements 
of diplomatic and consular expenditure in Persia (vide notes on Meshed in Enclosure 2 
of the letter from: this Office of the 17th March, 1909, and of the 19th March, 1910); 
and, owing {6a misapprehension, the Imperial’ Exchequer has been invited: and has 
undertaken to share the pay ouly from 574, 8s, to 9271 4s, per annum) of the 
oflicer holding the appointment. : ‘ 

Ax rogards the future, it will be seen that the ordinary charges connected with the 
inaintenance of the post are estimated by the Government of India at 31,953 rupees 
= ¥,130/,) when the incumbent holds the rank of major. 

In your letter of the 30th September, 1909, Sir i, Grey expressed the opinion that 
the expenditure contemplated was neither in accordance with precedent nor with the 
requirements of the post of military attaché, and that the proposal to charge one-half 
1 the Imperial Exchequer was subject to grave and insuperable objection. 

Morley ventures to hope that on further consideration Sir E, Grey will 
he severity of that judgment. The question of precedent has been dealt with 
overnment of India, As regards the requirements of the post, it will be seen 
that the bulk of the expenditure is due not to the personal requirements of the officer, 
but to the nature of his duties, ‘These duties involve the employment of an elaborate 
and necessarily somewhat expensive organisation, without which information can 
neither be obtained nor corroborated, and the Government of India are of opinion that 
any material reduction can only be effected at the expense of general elliciency. In 
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this opinion Lord Morley concurs, with the exception that he thinks that the duties of 
the post could be adequately discharged by an officer with the rank of eaptain, By 
this reduction there would be a saving of about 1901. per annum, and the maximum, 
cost might be put roughly at 2,001. per annum. 

During the six years that have passed since the appointment was first. proposed, 
the question of its maintenance has been examined from every point of view, with the 
result that the Army Council, the Government of India, two commanders-in-chiof in 
India, and three distinguished officials who have held the posts of Minister or chargé 
d'affaires at Tehran, have been unanimous in recommending it—so long, at all events, 
as there are in Central Asia no British consular officers from whom the same informa: 
tion might be obtained, though probably at greater expense. ‘This recommendation 
vas acoopted in principle by Sir B, Grey in Foreign Oiee letar to the Treasury above 
quoted. 

Tord Morley fully shares Sir E, Grey's desire for a substantial reduction in the 
cost of the Indian consular establishments in Persia, and the question has for some 
time been under examination by the Government of India, His Lordship has reason 
to believe that their proposals will include a reduction of about 40,000 rupees (2,666).) 
in the cost of the Meshed Consulate after providing for the native agent at ‘Turbat-i- 
Haidari, where, as Sir E, Grey is aware, the consulate has been abolished, In view of 
this important fact, and of the considerations urged above, Lord Morloy earnestly trusts 
that Sir E. Grey will now move the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to sanction, 

manent measure, the payment. of half the cost of the appointment of military 
attaché, subject to a maximum of 2,000I. per annwn. 
Tam, &, 
COMIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 340. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Secret.) 
My Lord, . \ Sinla, July 7, 1910. 

YOUR Tordship's foreign Seeret) telegram of the 2th November, 1008, conveyed 
sanction to the appointment of a military attaché at Meshed being continued for 
period of two years, with effect from the 21st October, 1908, subject: to reconsideration 
on tho expiry of that period. We now desire to ask your Lordship for an early decision 
as to the maintenance of the appointment beyond thint date. 

2. The importance attached to this post and the reasons leading to its creation 
have been fully stated in the previous correspondence on the subject, commencing with 
our Secret military despatch of 1904. There is, in consequence, Tittle that can be 
added to the forcible arguments which from timo to time have been adduced in favour 
of this appointment being placed on a permanent footiug. In this connection, we 
would desire to invite your Lordship's special attention to our Secret military despatch 
dated the 7th November, 1907, and also to the correspondence between tho India and 
Foreign Offices, copy of which reached us under cover of your Lordship’s Secret 
despatch of the 18th December, 1908. Wo desire to reiterate and ondorse the 
arguments and opinions contained in these papers. 

3. We may furthor bring to your Lordship's notice that the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff has recently addrossed the commander-in-chiof with a view to the General 
Staff in India assuming entire responsibility for intelligence work in Russian Turkistan, 
a proposition which his Hxeelleney could only accept on the supposition that the 
services of a military attaché at Meshed will be permanently retained. We fully realise 
that the abolition of the appointment would place us at a serious disadvantage in the 
matter of maintaining an efficient intelligence service. In support of this opinion we 
would invite your Lordship's attention to the letter of the 16th September, 1908, from 
the War Office to the Foreign Office, in which the Army Council urge that “ interruption 
in the system of obtaining intelligence, which has been so successfully inaugurated. by 
the military attaché at Meshed, would be disadvantageous to the Imperial as well as to 
the Indian army.” 

4. A further careful consideration of this question in all its bearings has only 
deepened our conviction that this appointment is a necessary one, and we therefore feel 
no hesitation, both in Imperial and Indian interests, in strongly recommending its 


permanent continuance for your Lordship’s favourable consideration. 
(1738) om 
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5. We have addressed your Lordship separately regarding the cost of the 
appointment in our despatch dated the 12th May, 1910. 
We have, &. 

MINTO. 

OM. CREAGH. 

G. FLEETWOOD WILSON. 

S. P. SINHA. 

J. L. JENKINS. 

R. W. CARLYLE. 


SS 


Enclosure 2 in No. 340. 


; Viacount Morley to the Governor-General of India in Council. 
Seoret 

ve India Office, December 10, 1909. 

TFORWARD herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from the Foreign 
Office relating to the estimate of expenditure in connection with the post of military 
attaché at Meshed,, which was forwarded with your Secret letter in the Army Department 
of the 12th August last, Your Excellency will observe that, in the opinion of 
Sir Edward Grey, tho special expenditure now contemplated will neither be in 
‘accordance with precedent, nor with the requirements of the post military attaché, and 
that the division with the Imperial Government of the expenditure involved is, he 
considers, * subject to grave and insuperable objection.” : 

® Refore replying to the Foreign Office, I shall be glad to be furnished, at a 
vory early date, with any observations on their letter which your Excellency may wish 
{o offer, and also with information on the following points :— 


(1.) What, sums were expended on the appointment during the years 1904-5, 
19056, 1906-7, 1907-8, and from the Ist April to the 2lst October, 1108, details of 
tho expenditure boing given, as far as possible, under the heads shown in the statement 
tay your letter of the 12th August, 1909 ? 


(2.) Has this ‘expenditure eon included in the annual statements of diplomatic 
and consular expenditure in Persia (vide memorandum accompanying political despatch 
of the 30th July, 1909)? 

3) Ts there any additional outlay for quarters owing to tho presence of the 
military attaché and his clerk? If they occupy a portion of the buildings of the 
onstilate-genoral, I presume that the rent paid is taken in reduction of the general 
expenses of the consulate? 

(4,) What. is the “contingent” expenditure for which an annual charge of 
4,356 rupees (2011) is estimated ? 


8, Finally, I roquost that T may be furnished with a careful estimate of— 


a.) he ordinary charges connected with the maintenance of the post; and 
(h) The exceptional and 1 charges, information being given as to the 
intra ah whieh those may, be. expected to occur, I observe, for instance, ‘that 
the expenditure on travelling in 1900-10 is high in consequence of the officer being 
relieved, and that there is also additional expenditure for an officiating clerk. 
Thave, &. 
MORLEY. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 340. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


Simla, May 12, 1910, 
have duly received and considered your Lordship's Secret despatch dated the 
10th December, 1909, with enclosures, in reply to our military Secret despatch dated 
the 12th August, 1909, dealing with the expenditure connected with the post of military 
attaché at Meshed and the share to be borne by the Home and Indian Governments 
respectively. 
2. Your Lordship desires, in the first place, to be furnished with any observations 
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sre may wish to offer on Foreign Offic letter dated the 20th September, 1909, addressed 
to the India Office. 

Tn this connection wo observe that Sir Edward Grey is apparently inclined. to 
jnclude this post of military attaché at Meshed in the general question of Indian 
consular establishments in Persia, 

‘We aro unable to endorse this view. Except for the fact that the military attaché 
resides at Meshed, as being in the circumstances the most convenient centre, the raison. 
@etre of the appointment is uncomnected with Persia and Persian affairs. ‘That this is 
$0, is clearly shown in the original proposals for the creation of the post, which formed 
the subject of our military Secret despatch No. 170 of 1904. 

Further, we gather that Sir Edward Grey regards the appointment as being 
analogous with that of an ordinary military attachéship in Europe and elsewhere. We 
saat Submit on the eoutary, lige a marked distinction is to be drawn between tho 
two cases. 

Ordinarily, « military attaché is accredited to and resides at the capital of the 
country concerned. ' He is a recognised official of the Embassy or Legation, as the case 
may be, and thus acquires, and as a matter of courtesy is accorded, many facilities in 
the discharge of his duties. 

‘Dhe military attaché at Meshed, on the other hand, is very differently placed. He 
does not even reside in the country wherein are centred his responsibilities. Although 
resident at Meshed, his duties lie beyond the Persian border, in Russian Turkistan, and 
itis only by means of agencies located in Russian territory, that those duties can be 
adequately carried out. He is, in fact, an intelligénce officer, forced by circumstances 
to reside outside the country on which he is expected to report. The pay of the agents 
employed forms an item of extraordinary expenditure, which is obviously peculiar to 
the Meahed post, 

Tt will also readily be understood that the control of these agencies entails a more 
elaborate, and consequently a more costly, clerical establishment, 

We are, therefore, strongly of opinion that this, appointment is to be regarded as 
being ots very apectal nature, and distinct from Brith representation in Porsia and 
military attachés in general. ‘Were this appointment abolished we should be practically 
without any means of keeping ourselves informed concerning Russian military 
movements in Central Asia and on the Afghan border land. 

"3, We now proceed to give the information your Lordship desires on certain 
points :— 


(1,) A statement showing the sums expended on the appointment during the years 
1904-5, 1905-6, 1900-7, 1007-8, and from tho Ist April to the 21st October, 1908, is 
attached (Enclosure No. 4). f 

(@,) The expenditure has not been included in the annual statements of diplomatic 
and consular expenditare in Persia, all charges having been passed direct to debit of 
the military estimates. 

(3) The military attaché occupies a portion of the buildings of the consulate- 
general, and any sums recovered on account of rent, debitable to the military estimates, 
‘vill be taken in reduction of the general expenses of the consulate, 


The military attaché's clerk lives outside the consulate, and the payment of rent is 
a matter of private arrangement. 


(4.) The “contingent” expenditure includes charges for telegrams, postage, 
printing and stationery, livery for chuprasi, firewood allowance, and miscellaneous 
Office exponses. During 1908-9 the expenditure on telegrams alone amounted to 
rupees 2,830: 9: 6. 


4, As requested in paragraph 3 of your Lordship’s despatch under reply = 


(a) A statement, showing the estimated ordinary charges connected with the 
maintenance of the post, is attached (Enclosure No. 5). 

(@.) As regards the exceptional and occasional charges, your Lordship will 
obsorve from the attached statement (Enclosure No. 4) that during the period covered 
no such expenditure was incurred. We do not anticipate that any exceptional 
charges, othier than those connected with the relief of the military attaché or his clerk 
wwill have to be met, and these should not recur in ordinary cireumstances moro 
frequently than every three to four years. 

5, We have now replied in full to your Lordship’s queries. 
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We would add that having again scrutinised the total expenditure involved in the 
proper maintenance of this appointment, any material reduction could, in our opinion, 
only be effected at the expense of its general elliciency. 

We trust that the views we have ventured to express will meet generally with your 
Lordship's concurrence, and that your Lordship will seo fit to approach the Foreign 
Office again on the subject of a full share of the total expenditure on this appointment 
Being met by Imperial funds. 

6. We are addressing your Lordship separately, again recommending that the 
‘appointment should now be placed on @ permanent footing. 

Mohave ds: 


8. P. SINHA. 
B. ROBERTSON, 


s 
3 
3 
wz 
| 
4 
a 
3s 
3 


ing actual Expenditure on account of the appointment of the Military Attaché, Meshed, for Periods shown. 


Srarement shor 


Gecret.) 


Contingent 
Bxpendiue. 


| Expenditure, 


Depatation | 
Allowance. 


Exchange 
tion 


‘Allowan 


Pay of Rank. 








Re a p 


Rea p| Reap] Rea p| Bo p 


* From March 15, 1904. 
+ Inclades contingent charges. 
Up to October $1, 1908. 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 340. 

(Becret,) r P 
‘Srarsamnr showing the estimated ordinary Charges connected with the 
‘maintenance of the Post of Military Attaché, Meshed. 





a] ce | ae 


Rate, Rate, 
| 





Be ap | Beep 
Payasmajors. ve | 640 140 
Exchange compensation 2) 49 0.10 
Deputationallowanea .. «| 139. 0 

per diem 
Pay of clerk | 200° 0-0 
“House rent, attaché 72 0 


'0 | Im case of @ captain deduct 2,706 rupees. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
‘House rent, clerk 88 12 6 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Tn case of a captain deduct rupees 16922. 


‘Allowance in lien of rations (clerk) 7 8 


Pay of Ohuprsi «. vs] 16 0 
Seerot service. cal sth 
Contingent expenses ¢, 14) 9630 


© Sanctioned as a personal allowance to 
the present incumbent. 


+ Approximate and maximum estimate, 
based! on actuals during eight months 
of 1909, 


Total .. 





(92143) No. 341. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received September 3.) 
(No, 350. 
{igre P. Gulahel mber 3, 1910. 

‘A PAINFUL impression on all present was made yesterday at the Shah's birthday 
reception by the Regont’s state of health, and the question of hhis successor may arise 
in the near future. 

From what M, Poklewski has told me I apprehend that Russian Government may 
again urge on His Majesty's Government the viow reported in Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram 
No. 228 of the 17th August, your reply to which T have not se 

‘On this subject I agree with tho view expressed in your telogram No, 234 of the 
Lith August, and I would submit that in any case it would be most unfortunate if any 
mention wore mado of Sardar Assad’s candidature before we knew that such a step 
was contemplated—a development which be considered as a possibility, but by no. 
means as a certainty. 





(32157) No. 342. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdieard Grey —(Received September 3.) 


(No. 179.) 

‘Pelographic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSTAN frontier. 
His Majesty's vice-consul at Van reported to me yesterday that information of 

disturbances at Urumia have reached the Vali of Van. ‘It appears that a certain 

convict was sentenced to be blown froma gun, and, as a protest, after the execution 

Persians proceeded to attack the law courts, and town was pillaged. Vali, who told 

Captain Secl that Turkish trade interests and the maintenance of order on the frontier 

were very seriously affected by this incident, left on him the impression that vali’s 

intention might he to use it asa pretext for occupying the town. 


Constantinople, September 3, 1910. 
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[32368] No. 343. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 351.) 


‘el hic.) P. Gulahek, September 5, 1910. 
ARHIMART and Soulet-ed-Dowleh. : 


In continuation of my telegram No. 345 of the 3lst August, I have the honour to 
report that there have been signs for some days past of dissensions amongst the 
Bakhtiari khans. It is reported that Amir Mufakham, who fought in the revolution on 
the Royalist side, has gone over to Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and disaffection is known to exist, 
among others of his branch. 

‘The principal khans in Tehran are making strenuous efforts to restore harmony 
‘between the two branches of the tribe. 





[32382] No. 344, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 5. 
(No. 352) ee + ne ) 


(Telegraphic) P. 
CONCESSIONS in Persia. 
Please refer to your telegram No, 479 of the 24th August. 

Thaye the honour to report that, notwithstanding the repeated intimations of the 
two legations that the joint Powers did not require an answer to the note of the 
7th May, a reply has now been received from the Persian Government, 

Persian Government hus no thought of granting concessions to foreigners, but 
draws our attention to its obligation to protect Persia's independence and undoubted 
rights of freedom, and refers us to the repeated declarations of the two Governments 
regarding non-interference in Persian affairs, which makes Persian Government hope 
that no representation will be made which is at variance therewith. 

Tn consequence of the unsatisfactory nature of this communication, M. Poklewski 
and Tare returning it to the Persian Government, Dragoman has been instructed to 
make at the same time the verbal communication suggested in my telegram No. 336 of 
the 23rd August. 


Gulahek, September 5, 1910. 





[31899] No. 315. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 261.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 5, 1910. 
SHEIKH of Mohammerah and Turkish authorities (6ee your telegram No, 347 of 
the Ist Soptember). 
Sir G. Lowther’s views, which I was awaiting, have now reached me, Ihopo to 
be able to inform you shortly of our decision in the case. You may, however, in tho 
le give TLieutenant-Colonel Cox discretion to convey to the sheikh assurances 
that His Majesty's Government are considering the papers, which they have now 
received, in a most friendly and serious manner, and will before long acquaint him of 
the result of their examination of the case, 





[82143] No. 346. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 

(No. 262. 

(Belegraphic.) P. 
PERSIAN Regency. 
In reply to your telegram No. 350 of the 3rd instant, I have to state that I adhere 

to the views which I set forth in my telegram No, 434 of the 14th August to 

Mr. O'Beirne. Russian Embassy here were informed of substance of this telegram, 

and I did not answer Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram No, 228 of the 17th August. 


‘oreign Office, September 5, 1910. 


—————————— 





[31304] "No. 347. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 5, 1910. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 9th June, relative to the maintenance of the 
stort of His Majesty's Consulate at Shiraz at its present increased strength, I am directed 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
jesty’s chargé Ne ‘Tehran on the subject of the advisability of contig: 

esent arrangement beyond the end of this year. : 
seer bo obaareed thet bow le Marling and the British acting consul at Shiraz 
recommend this course, and I am to express the hope that, in view of their opinion, in 
which Sir B, Grey concurs, Viscount Morley may see his way to sanction the retention 
of the additional sowars, and the charge of one-half of the expense therein involved on 
Tndian funds on condition that the escort is reduced to its normal strength as soon as 
this step can safely be taken, as to which His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who has 

now returned to his post, will be instructed to report. 


[32543] 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received September 6.) 

(No, 353.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 

CONCESSIONS in Persia. , 

In continuation of my immodiately proceding telegram, I have the honour. to 
report that the dragomans of the two legations yesterday returned the Persian 
Government's reply to our joint note of the 20th May to the Minister for Foreign 
Alfa ; 

Hig Excolleney expressed great surprise, and laid stress on the satisfactory nature 
of the first paragraph of tho communication. 

Mr, Churchill and M, Baranowsky replied that the good effect of the first 
aragraph was nullified by what followed. ‘They also pointed out to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs how often we had called attention to the fact that the note did not 
roquiro an answor, 


Gulahek, September 6, 1910. 


[82644] No, 349. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 

(No, 854.) 

(olegraphie) P. 
OONOESSIONS in Persia, 
Tn continuation of my telegram No. 353 of the 6th September, I have the honour 

to report that the first paragraph of tho reply received by the two legations in answer 

to their joint note of the 20th May states that the Persian Government will never agree 


to any steps contrary to courtesy, friendship, or good relations with Great Britain and 
Russia, 


Gulahek, September 6, 1910. 


T considorod that the satisfactory nature of this statement was more than 
nullified by tho veiled though unmistakable reservation contained in the scoeoding 
paragraphs of the Persian Government's freedom to disregard our representations, 
did not telegraph it, Ido so now, in view of the particular stress which the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs laid upon this passage in presence of the two dragomans, 





* Also to ‘Treasury, mutatis mitandis, 


132628) No. 350. 
Mr, C. W,, Wallace to Foreign Office —(Received September 7.) 


{Confidential.) “Rutland Arms,” Bakewell, Derbyshire, 
Sir, September 3, 1910, 

YOUR letter dated the 20th instant only reached me to-day, and I thank you 
particularly for the words contained in its concluding paragraph, 

Yes, so long as the amount remained unchanged, I could not arrange to dispense 
with all the securities named, but this fresh departure changes tho whole landscape. 
‘The Persians appear to make two alternative proposals, viz.: 100,000L. secured by 
certain Persian public revenues; or, 200,000. secured by tho said revenues plus 
Persian Government's interest and share of profits.in the oil concession ; while you 
would prefer a third alternative, viz. : 100,000I. secured by the Persian Government's 
interest and share of profits in the oil, and in a prospective mineral concession, 

Now this last alternative appears to me to chiefly concern the shareholders of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and not to come quite within the scope of the object that 
Thad in view at the time of the breakdown of negotiations for an Anglo-Russian loan 
to Persia last April. Tam not, therefore, returning to London in consequence of it, 
but [have written to the chairman and to the managing director of tho Anglo-Porsian. 
Oil Company recommending your suggestion to their careful consideration, 


Tam, &o. 
(or C. W,’ Wallace), 
H. 8. ASHTON. 


(32586) 351. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. —(Received September 1.) 


Sir, India Ofice, September 6, 1010, 

IN continuation of the letter of the 24th August regarding the assurances to be 
given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, Lam directed by the Secretary of State for Todi 
to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of @ 
letter from the Government of India on the subject of tho difforences between tho 
Sheikh and the Vali of Bussorah, 

As may be inferred from the letter above-quoted, Viscount Morley concurs 
generally in the views of the Government of India, but he’is inclined to think that a 
Tocal demonstration such as he has suggested’ may be moro effective than the 
representation to the Turkish Government recommended by the Government ,of India, 
or, at all events, that the latter should not be regarded as an adequate substitute for 
the former. 

Tam, &. 
COLIN J. CAMPBELL. 


as, 
Enclosure in No, 351. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Secret.) 
My Lord, Simla, August 11, 1910, 
WITH referenco to the correspondence ending with your Lordship’s telegram of 
the 31st May, 1910, wo have the honour to forward herewith the correspondence? 
detailed in the annexed schedule relative to the friction which has recently. arisen 
between the Turkish authorities on the Shatt-el-Arab and the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
2. Ona roview of the papers, we are of opinion that the aggressive. proceedings 
of the Vali of Bussorah were unjustified, aud that tho Sheikh of Mohammorsh aol 
throughout the crisis not ouly with moderation, but with much prudence and foresight, 
At the initial stage of the imbroglio, he endeavoured to plucato the Vali of Bussorah 
by seeking an interview with a view to an amicable settlement, and, on recoiving a 
rebuff, wisely withdrew to Ahwaz, averting an armed conflict with the Turks, and 
maintaining a calm attitude before his tribesmen, whose indignation had been roused 


* Not printed, 
1738] 3X 
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by the vali’s action, ‘This pacific attitude of the sheikh, under, British advice, despite 
the bombardment of Zain, the shelling of his mother’s house, the accusations brought 
against him, and the offensive circular promulgated by the vali is greatly to the 
sheikh’s credit, and constitutes a strong claim to the support of His Majesty's 
Government, 

8, It is undeniable that in this corner of the Shah's dominions, important alike 
strategically, politically, and commercially, the authority of the Central Government is 
almost; non-existent, and that, while in other parts of Persia chronic unrest has 
prevailed, peace has been maintained in and around Mohammerah by the wise 
administration of the sheikh, whose assistance the Persian Government quite recently 
inyoked to establish order in the portions in the north outside his jurisdiction. The 
trade of the country through the southern ports has been seriously dislocated, and 
were the sheikh to become ill-disposed consequent on our failure to afford him adequate 
support in connection with the present incident, various British enterprises on the 
Karun and in south-west Persia would be seriously hampered. But the result of 
failure to support the sheikh heartily to obtain honourable terms in this dispute will 
not be limited to Mohammerah alone. ‘There are not wanting indications that the 
vali’s action at Mohammerah was a ballon d'essai, and that unless his proceedings are 
discredited, Turkish activity will extend to Koweit, Babrein, and along the Arabian 
shoro of the Persian Gulf, as also to the southern portion of the ‘Turco-Persian 
boundary, endangering the stability of British influence and prestige throughout the 
region mentioned, 

4, We trust that His Majesty’s Government will be in accord with our view, and 
will make a strong representation to the ‘Turkish Government on behalf of the sheikh, 
whose good-will is essential to the maintenance of British interests in the Karun 
region, and we would earnestly invite attention to the hope expressed by Colonel Cox 
in the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 3 of his letter dated the 16th June, 1910, that 
it may be possible to enunciate some common lines of policy for the guidance of His 
Majesty's consuls at Bussorah and Mohammerah, by the joint pursuit of which they 
will bo ablo to keep tho Turkish authoritios and’ tho Shlkh of Mobammerah within 
constitutional bounds, and, by so doing, jointly safeguard our position and great 
interests at the head of the gulf, 

We have, &e. 

MINTO, 

OM. CREAGH, 
GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
SP. SINHA. 

JENKINS. 
. W. CARLYLE, 
B, ROBERTSON, 


[82652] 
Sir G, Bayelay to Sir Edward Gi ved September 7.) 
(No. 855.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Bn clair, Tel sptomber 7, 1910. 
ATZDITIGS fins decided in favour of American assiotants ia ‘ingnclal Dopertaient 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


[81643] No. 353, 


Poroign Office to Messrs, H. C. Dizcon and Co. 
(Confidential) 
entlemen, Rorvign Office, September 7, 1910. 

TAM directed by S y y to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo relative to the unsatisfactory condition of Persia, with special 
reference to the insecurity of the roads, 

T am to state, in reply, for your confidential information, that His Majesty's 
Government have recently agreed with the Russian Government that a strong joint 
representation should be made to the Persian Government as to the state of the 
ronds, 
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‘His Majesty's Government have also under their consideration a new and more 
effective scheme for dealing with the situation, on the application of which they intond 
insist if the Persian Government fail to take action themselves with a view to remedy 
ithin a given time. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLY. 





132729) No. 354. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8) 
(No. 357.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
BAKHTIARI and Kashgai. 
With reference to my immediately preceding telegram of to-day's date, I have the 

honour to report that a telegram from Sheikh Khazal to Soulet-ed-Dowleh has come into 


Teliran, September 8, 1910. 


question is partly in code, but appear towish success to his forward 
march, and to indicate that Soulet is receiving assistance from tho sheikh, 

As I understand that we are about to give sheikh our further assurances, I defer 
approaching him until we give them, since this would furnish the best opportunity of 
warning him against interference in inter-tribal matters. 





[31898] No. 355. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Roreign Office, Soptember 8, 1910. 

WITH reference to the lettor from this Office of the 20th ultimo relative to the 
project for the acquisition from the Persian Government of concession for tho 
exploitation of minerals in the district of Kerman, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey to inform you that ho has received a telegram from His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran reporting that Mr. Preece has suggested to the Persian Government, 
as security for a loan of 200,0000,, the Government’s shares in your company and in 
the proposed ‘mining, company. Tt appears that afr. Preece has not informed 
Mr. K Tarbott Fleming's syndicato of this step, but has stated that he has no doubt 
that, if the concession is granted, he can obtain their consent to the arrangement, 

Sir G. Barclay expresses the opinion that it would be well if the syndicate were to 
‘empower Mr. Preece to negotiate this question on the lines which he has indicated. ay 
acceptable to the Persian Government, more especially as regards the alignmont, of the 
proposed tramway recommended by him, as stated in the letter above reforred to. 

Tam to enquire whether Mr. C, W. Wallace and the other directors of the now 

who are also members of the board of direction of your company can 60 
their way to consent to an-arrangement such as that proposed. 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[32824] No. 356, 


M. Dacschner to Sir Hdicard Grey.—(Reecived September 9.) 


Ambassade de France, Londres, 
M. le Seerétaire d’Etat, le 8 septembre, 1910. 

EN réponse a la communication quielle a bien youlu m’adresser lo 23. aotit 
dernier, jai Thonneur de faire savoir A votre Excellence que mon Gouvernement 
ancnne objection & ce que le Gouvernement persan fasse appel pour la réorganisation 
do son administration au concours d'agents de Puissances secondaires telles notamment 
que la Belgique et la Suisse. 

Je suis chargé a cette occasion de donner & votre Excellence l'assurance que le 
Gouvernement de la République, fiddle & la ligne de conduite qu'il a adoptée au mois 
de mars demier et désireux d’épargner 4 l'Angleterre et Ja Russie tout co qui pourrait 
tre de nature & géner leur action en Perse, ne se préterait pas 4 l'introduction do 
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nouveanx éléments frangais dans les services administratifs de ce pays, tant qu'elle 
Paraitrait aux deux Puissances de nature & soulever des jalousies internationales et & 
Tour oréer des difficultés. 

En ce qui concerne M, Bizot, il convient de ne pas perdre de vue—et le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté a di en étre avisé par son agent & ‘Téhéran—que son contrat, 
conclu pour trois ans et renouvelé pour une période de trois mois, est définitivement 
éxpire depuis, le mig dernier (Ty a tout lieu do\crolre quo M. Biot a's 
Yintention de le renouveler; M. Bizot est actuellement absent de Paris, oi il ne 
Tevenir que dans quelques jours, et co n'est qu’alors qu’on sera fixé sur ses résolutions. 
IAG Gun) on iT orae Clrotes 4 aetptiion, pax tquele ae catia fees Panes enleteae 
faciliter Vinstallation des nouveaux fonctionnaires qui seraient désignés, il conviendrait 
auparavant d'obtonir, avec Pappui des représentants d’Angleterre et de Russie & 
TTéhéran, To rencuvelloment do son contrat, quitte t loi déalgner wliércurement an 
successeur qui le remplacerait au cours de sa mission. 

Veuillez, &c. 
E, DAKSCHNER. 





[82859] No. 357, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
(No, 858.) 


(Tel hic.) P. Gulahek, September 9, 1910. 
: “Sal tan and Kashgai. 


In continuation of my tivo immediately preceding telegrams of the 8th September, 
Thaye the honour to report that Sheikh Khazal has stated, in reply to a telegram from 
Amir Mufakham asking for his assistance in case of need, that he is ready to do 
anything that Amir Mufakham may demand of him. 

Tam instructing Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to warn sheikh to stand aloof from the 
quarrels of the Bakhtiari khans. z 

Sardar Assad has sont peremptory orders to Sardar Zaffar to refrain from attacking 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and to come immediately to ‘Tehran. 





(82857) No. 358. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 


No. 253.) 
‘Velegraphic,) Pz 
BERSIA. Financial assistants, 
Sir G, Barclay’s telogram No, 356. 
I was informed to-day by M. Sazonow that M. Poklowsky had reported that there 
was also to be one assistant of French nationality. M. Sazonow asked me what 
altitude the two Powers should adopt towards the new proposal. I told him that I did 
not yet know your views, but expected to be informed of them shortly; and I said that 
[supposed that His Majesty’s Government would make to the United States Govern- 
ment a communication of the same kind as those made recently to France and Italy. 
M, Sazonow remarked that, in view of certain difficulties which existed between 
his Government and that of the United States of America, such a communication 
would come best from His Majesty's Government. 


‘St, Petoraburgh, September 9, 1910. 


(32944) N 
ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 10.) 
(No. 359.) 


(elographic.) P. Gulahek, September 10, 1910. 

ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. . 

Russian Government have enquired views of M. Poklowski with regard to. the 
roposed engagement of Americans in the Ministry of Finance, and Russian Minister 
has advised against the raising of objections in this connection. "I entirely agree. 

No political interests are possessed by America in Persia, and, at all events unless 
we wore prepared to insist, it would, I submit, be useless to raise objections. 
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[32973] No. 360. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey.— (Received Septomber 11.) 
‘No. 260.) 


‘legraphic.) P. Gulahck, September 11, 1910. 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. 
With reference to my telegram No. 355 of the 7th September, information. has 

reached me to the effect that the Medjliss decided on the engagement of Americana 

in the face of strong pressure from the Cabinet, who wished Frenchmen to be chosen, 

Tunderstand, moreover, that the Medjliss has now decided to apply for tho services of 

a French assistant for the Minister of Justice. 

In view of the attitude of the Cabinet in urging the employment of nationals of a 
European Great Power in direct disregard of the friendly advice of tho two 
Governments, Russian Minister and I fear that the engagement of othors lees 
elcome to us than Americans and Frenchmen is ® contingency which must be 
foreseen. 

Tn these circumstances the two Governments may now desire to instruct us to 
make a more formal representation to the Persian Government, warning them that if 
our advice in this matter is further disregarded we shall be obliged to demand that 
some of our own nationals be engaged by the Persian Government, 


SSS eee 
(32989) No. 361. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received September 12.) 
(No, 366.) 
Sir, St Petersburgh, September 2, 1910, 

‘THE Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday that the Persian 
chargé d'affaires, after along interval, had been to see him and had stated that ho 
caine to speak about the Russian troops on Persian soil. t 

M. Sazonow had said at once that he would undertake to have the Kazvin force 
recalled within twenty-four hours (his Excellency mentioned to me that. he had been 
given full authority in the matter by the Council of Ministers) if the Persian Government, 
showed itself to be a Government worthy of the name and carried out the conditions 
Jaid down by Russia as precedent to tho withdrawal. 

The chargé d'affaires had. then asked how matters stood as regards the troops at 
Tabreez. M. Sazonow had said to him that he could not have a definite answer on 
that point at present, He could tell him, howover, that the same gonoral principles 
applied in the case of Tabreez as in that of Kazvin. Russia had numerous. Russian 
subjects and large trade interests to protect in Tabroez, ‘Tho present Governor- 
General, Mukhber-es-Sultanch, was the worst kind of official, and always at daggers 
drawn with the officer in command of the Russian force. M. Sazonow seems to havo 
given the Persian chargé d'affaires to understand that there might be a. question of 
withdrawing the Tabreea force if Mukhber were recalled and an effective Government 
were established in the district, 

Thave, &. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





133203) No. 362. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 12.) 


‘THE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 6th September, relative to the defence of Porsian consulates. 


India Ofice, September 10, 1910. 


(1738) 
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Enclosure in No. 362. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. 
ERSIA. Defence of consulates. 
With reference to your telegram of the 13th ultimo, His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, 
concurs in the opinion of the consuls at Ispahan aud Shiraz that defences at those 
plices are unnecessary. 


India Office, September 6, 1910. 





[25081] No. 363. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 263.) 
(eiegraphic.) P. 

MOHAMMBRAH. 

‘Tho evidence against tho vali as contained in His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushire's despatch No. 40 of the 16th June seems quite conclusive. We are now 
propre to give asurances to the sheikh, and are advising the King to confer on him 

‘Wo must take stops to secure au. adjustment and to prevent any repetition, of 
offensive action, ‘This adjustment, in view of large tract of land owned by the sheikh 
on ‘Turkish side, and the presence there of so many Persian subjects of Arab race, 
hich perhaps to somo extent justifies Turkish suspicions in their present susceptible 
jnood, must, T think, take the form of compromise if the recurrence of such incidents 
is to be prevented, 

Wermight, in the first placo, tell the ‘Turkish Government that we have promised 
the sheikh to uso our good offices on his behalf in any dispute with a foreign Power, 
and add that, after having carefully considered the whole story of the recent dispute 
tween the sheikh and the vali, we regard the new decree forbidding the former to 
ogistor land in Busgorah vilayet as unjustifiable and apparently contrary to Ottoman 
Taw, while the action of tho vali, especially in the bombardment of Zain, which resulted 
in the death of one of the sheikh's wives, appears to us harsh, aggressive, and wholly 
without excuse. 

What in your opinion is the minimum for which we could ask on behalf of the 
sheikh now that we aro about to give him assurances and decoration (which should be 
done simultaneously)? ‘The difficulty {we demand an apology, compensation, 
ot tho removal of the vali, we shall have to maintain our demands in the event of the 
Porte refusing to comply with them. We have not bound ourselves to anything more 
than the use of good olfices, but if these fail and we do not insist—if necessary, by 
threat of forco—should we not lose prestige with sheikh, or would our intervention 
reassure him oven if ineffective or, at any rate, not immediately successful ? 

Roference is to your telegram No. 346 of the Ist September. 


Foreign Office, September 12, 1910. 





[33247] No. 364. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No, 264.) 


Welegraphic.) Re Foreign Ofiee, Soptember 12, 1910. 

MY tolegram No. 212 of the 12th July: Hormuz oxide. 

Haye Persian Government yet made communication foreshadowed in last paragraph 
of Mr. Marling’s telegram No: 278 of the Sth July, and has any. progress been made 
towards determining whether they or Muin-ut-Tujjar is in the right? 

Have they signed contract with Strick, and, if so, would it not be well to act on my 
telegram No. 207 of the Gth July? 
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[32859] No. 365, 


i Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 

0. 265.) 

(Telegraphic) Re Foreign Office, September 12, 1910. 
‘YOUR telegram No. 358 of the 9th September : Situation in the south. 


Instructions to His Majesty's consul-goneral at Bushire approved. 





[33326] No. 366, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received September 13.) 


Sir, ot, India Office, September 12, 1910. 
"IN continuation of Sir Richmond Ritchie's letter of the 5th August, 1910, 1 am 
directed to enclose copy of a letter from the Government of India reporting that it is 
not probable that any further expenditure will be incurred in 1910-11 in connection 
swith the Kherkha River irrigation survey. 
Tam, &, 
COLIN G, CAMPBELL. 


Enclosure in No, 366. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


MyLord, Simla, August 18, 1910. 
IN ‘continuation of our despatch dated the 30th June, 1910, we have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that Lieutenant Wilson has reported that it is not 
probablo that any further expenditure will be ineured during the current financial 
year in connection with the Kherkha River irrigation survey. 
We have, &e. 

MINTO. 

OM. CREAGH. 

8. P, SINHA, 

3, L, JENKINS. 

R, W, CARLYLE, 

B, ROBERISON, 





[33335] 
Mr. Stratford-Andrews to Foreign Osfice.—-(Received September 13.) 


18, Old Broad Street, London, 
r, September 12, 1910. 

MR. HERBERT CHICK, His Britannic Majesty's vieo-consul at Bushire, now on 
leave in this country, has had several conversations with me on the subject of the 
development of the Bunder Abbas-Kerman trade routes, referred to ina letter of the 
7th February, 1910, from the Foreign Office, and a letter dated tho 9th February to the 
Foreign Office from myself. 

Mr. Chick is of opinion that Captain C. Mark Gibbon, from Simla, now in this 
country, would be able to give me much useful information about these trade routes, 
hut that he is unablo to do so without the permission of Government, 

Would it be possible for the Foreign Office to use its good offices in tho matter, 
and to give or procure permission for Captain Mark Gibbon to disclose any information 


that might be of use to me in drawing up a report upon the trade route, the subject of 
this letter. 


Si 


Tam, &e. 
T, W, STRATFORD-ANDREWS. 


eee 
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183337] No. 368. 
‘The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office (Received September 13.) 


3, Salters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
ir ‘September 12, 1910. : 

I HAVE the honour to report that my board has given careful consideration to 
the suggestion recently made by you to one of our directors, Colonel Picot, that, unless 
those tinfinished portions of the roads in Persia for which we hold a concession, but to 
which the terms of the Anglo-Russian Convention apply, be completed before the 
period allowed by the concession for construction shall have elapsed, there may arise 
difficulties with the Russian Government in pressing for an extension of the construction 

riod. 

Porlithe portions of the road in question are: (1) tho section between Kum and 
Ispaban, (2) the section between Sultanabad and a point about 60 miles from 
Sultanabad, botweon Khormabad and Burujird, and (8) the section between Burujird 
and Ispahan. i 

Tt is woll known to you that it has heen impossible to commence construction work 
on these sections owing to the general insecurity of the country. ‘Tho Persian 
Government has not been in a position to make good the rights of protection which 
are conferred by articlo 3 of the concession. Even in tho case of the completed road 
between Kum and Sultanabad we are still unable to collect tolls on the section of it 
most frequented by traffic owing to tho inability of the Persian Government to afford 
suflicient protection to the toll collectors. 

But a considerable sum of money has been expended on making surveys on the 
section between Kum and Ispahan. 

Inasmuch as existing concessions aro expressly safeguarded by the Anglo-Russian 
Convention, my board feels that, under the circumstances mentioned above, the 
‘company has strong reason to look for the support of His Majesty’s Government to 
their undoubted claim for an extension of the period of construction beyond the 
24th August, 1912, the date to which the previous extension was granted by tho 
supplementar ‘of August 1902, It was well known to the founders of the 


Sir 


enterprise that a considerable time would elapse before it could be placed upon a 
emunorative basis, and they counted ‘upon the full support of His Majesty's 


importance, becaitse our own experience in the Past, as woll as that of the Russian 
Government, has been that all kinds of difficulties are raised by the Persian 


269 


authoritiés in the way of the grant to levy tolls after the constructors have completed 
their work. It may be within your recollection that the Russian Government obtained 
permission from the Persian Government for the Russian Road Company to levy tolls 
on the Kazvin-Hamadan road even become construction had been completed. 

‘As regards the sum required, our buard originally agreed to expend the sum of 
5,001, on the Kum-Ispahan section, provided the expenditure of this sum would carry 
with it the levying of tolls. My board is willing to increase this sum to 12,000L., the 
amount of the estimate of their engineers made a few years ago. Our engineers found 
that the sum of 5,0001., which had been suggested to us as sufficient at the time when 
the transfer of the road concession was made to us, was wholly inadequate, 

Tn communicating this decision to you, I am instrueted by my board to emphasise 
the fact that their offer is made for the purpose of facilitating action on the part of 
His Majesty's Government in preserving the concession as a whole, Tt is well known 
to you that the present rate of tolls is not sufficient even to pay a moderato interest on 
the capital expended. or this reason we have for some timo past been endeavouring 
to get the tolls on the Kum—Tehran road equalised to tho tolls on the corresponding 
Russian road between Tehran and Kazvin, But for one reason or another the discussion 
af thi question bins been postponed by the Persian Government My board hope that 
they may count upon the full support of His Majesty's Government, to this application 
for an increase in tolls, which would also apply to the Kum-Ispahan section when 
constructed. It would be desirable that this question should be settled at the exrliest 
possible opportunity, though it might. got be advisable to press it at the present, timo 
if the Persian Government decide to grant the ten years’ extension without insisting 
‘on an early commencement. 

As regards the section from Sultanabad to a point about 60 miles distant, my 
board suggest that the Russian Government are not likely under any circumstances to 
oppose the renewal of the period of construction for this road, because it represents 
an integral portion of the Sultanabad-Ahwaz road, the greater part of which lies 
outside their special sphere in relation to His Majesty's Government, 

Thave, &o, 
H. W. MACLEAN, Seoretary, 


(33361) No, 369. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 
(No. 361.) 
(Gelegraphic.) P. 

ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. 

With reference to Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram No. 253 of the 9th September, I haye 
the honour to report that when the question of the nationality of the financial assistants 
was discussed in the Medjliss the Committee of Foreign Affairs recommended the 
engagement of Swiss for these posts, 

In the event of America declining I fear that the Persian Government may decide 
in favour of Swiss, and if we do not insist on the choice of French Swiss, a step which 
must arouse German susceptibil , we ran the risk of being confronted with German 
Swiss, who would be very undesirable. In these circumstances I would deprecate 
any communication to America in the sense indicated in Mr. O'Beirne's above-mentioned 
telegram. 

I took purely unofficial action on your telegram No. 258 of the 27th August, and 
M. Poklewski did not join me. 

I submit that the engagement of Americans would be less objectionable than that 
of nationals of European Great Powers, since America lies outside the area of inter- 
national jealousies, 

I am unable to see Russian Minister until this afternoon, but I submit these 
considerations now before consulting with him in order to gain time. 


Gulahele, September 13, 1910. 
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(s3360]) * No. 370. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdvoard Grey.—(Received September 13.) 
(No, 362) 


(Telegraphic.) P. oe 
ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. 
In continuation of my telegram No. 360 of the 11th September, I have the honour 
to report that the Medjliss has voted the engagement of three Italians for the posts of 
gendarmerie officers. 


Gulahek, September 13, 1910, 





[33374] No. 371, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 363.) 
(Metoyraphie, Ps 

ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants, 

Please refer to my telegram No. 361 of to-day's date. 

M. Poklowski concurs with mo that the contingency of the Persian Government's 
applying to Switzerland if America declines must not be lost sight of by the joint 

jovernments. 


Gulahek, September 13, 1910. 





[83375] No. 372. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 
No, 364.) 
Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 358 of 9th September. 
Situation in Bakhtiari eountry seems to by improving. ci 
Mufakbam and Zaflar have agreed to come to Ispahan to discuss terms of 
reconciliation, 


Tehran, September 13, 1910. 


[82973] No. 373. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 667.) ; 
(Pelesgraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 13, 1910, 
FOREIGN assistants (seo Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 360 of the 1th 
Soptomber).. ne 
Inform Russian Government that I should he glad to know their views, and say 
that tho best course appears to me to be to point out to Persian Government that 
litical difficulties aro less likely to arise from the engagement of Americans, as the 
Modjliss wishes, as those nre not subjects of any European Povwer, but that, if they 
engage Europeans who are not subjects of any minor Power, Great Britain or other 
‘great Powors would be certain to urge the engagement of their own nationals in order 
to protect their interests, You might remark to Russian Government that if the 
communication took this form it would avoid a conflict with the wishes of Medjliss anc 
those of the Persian Government at the same time, 


(33431) No. 374. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice.—(Reecived September 14.) 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Board of Trade, September 13, 1910. 

T AM directed by the Board of ‘rade to acknowledge the note addressed from 
your department to the director of their Commercial Intelligence Branch on the 16th 
August, enclosing print of a paper relating to a scheme for the construction of a 
railway destined to connect Europe with India and the Far East by way of Persia, 

In reply, Iam to forward to you the accompanying copy of a memorandum which 
has been prepared by the director of the Intelligence Branch respecting this matter, 
and to state that the Board agree generally with the observations contained therein. 
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‘The Board desire me to state, however, for Sir E. Grey's information, that in their 
‘pinion the scheme in question is of a very speculative character and has been put 
forward mainly in Russian interests, They think with Mr. Worthington, that the 
estimate of cost which has been mentioned allows a sufficient margin for dealing with 
the difficulties of the proposed route (which they take to be that referred to in tho 
enclosed memorandum), but they would point ont that so little is really known of the 
economic conditions and possibilities of development of Central Persia that any estimate 
‘of the revenue likely to be earned by the suggested railway must be largely conjectural, 
In any event, while Russian trade would probably be considerably Bantted by the 
construction of such a line as that proposed—and possibly Indian trade also in a less 
degree—United Kingdom trade would probably not. be benefited by it to any material 
extent, at any rate for a long time after its opening. ‘The possibility, indeed, might 
ave to be faced that the expansion of Russian trade in the interior of Persia might 
take place at the expense of purely United Kingdom trade, 

he Board donbt the probability of much of the Australian export of goods and 
bullion availing itself of the proposed new ronto whether it were made to connect 
with the Indian zllway system or to have its terminus at ons of the Gulf ports, hoy 
agree with Mz, Worthington’ view that so far as regards through traffic, the transport 
of passengers would probably form the bull of the business of such Tine though 
even here the powerful competition of the sea route would always remain to 
contended against. As regards through goods traffic, whether to the Far East, to 
Australasia, or to the Persian Gulf littoral, they do not think that the railway route 
would bo uilsed to ang appreciable extent involving a8 it would additional handling 
and greater cost, as well as a sense of insecurity until such time as it would be possible 
for a stable and enlightened Government to be established in Persia, 

‘As regards the effect of the proposed railway on British trade with Persia, which 
is mainly carried on through the Persian Gulf ports, the board consider that the result 
would probably be to the disadvantage of British a3 compired with Russian trade unless 
the scheme included a line connecting Kerman. with the Gulf, Such a line would 
possess solid advantages for British commercial interests, though it would be costly to 
construct, and the extent to which it would prove remunerative be doubtful. It would, 
however, appear essential that tho control of any ranch to tho lf should be 

redominantly British, in view of the paramount British interests in the Persian Gulf. 

t is assumed, of course, that in the event, of a railway being constructed in Persia 
connecting with the European system, specific stipulations would bo insisted upon for 
equal facilities and charges in all respects for British passengers and goods with 
Russian passengers and goods. If these two conditions be fulfilled, viz., a line from 
Kerman to the Gulf in the control of which British influence should’ predominate, and 
‘equal facilities for all throughout the whole railway, the Board think that His Majesty's 
Government might adopt an attitude of benevolent noutrality towards the scheme. 

‘The Board, however, doubt if, from a commercial point of view, the scheme is 
for tho present likely to prove a success or to attract the investing public, unless the 
British, Indian, or Russian Governments, or the three jointly, aro propared to offer a 
guaranteo of a certain minimum return on the capital embarked, ‘The Board assume 
‘that there is little likelihood of either the Indian or the Home Government offering 
such a guarantee. 

Tam, &e. 
W. F, MARWOOD, 


Enclosure in No. 374, 


Memorandum respecting the Persian Railway. 


‘THE route favoured in the memorandum, on which the estimate of cost on p. 5 is 
ased, is that from Baku to Seistan, and it is apparently the best for connecting the 
Russian and Indian railway systems. ‘The precise route is not stated, but I gather the 
line would run from Baku along the coast to Resht (population 42,000), thence it would 
follow, more or less, the Russian road to Tehran (population P00) thence the Lynch 


road to Kum (population 35,000), thence to Kashan, then, leaving Ispahan (population 
70,000) to the right, by Nain to Yezd (population 4,500 according to consul, but 
60,000 according to Mr. Gleadowe-Newcomen !), thence to Kerman (population 60,000 
according to consul, but 90,000 to 100,000 according to Mr. Gleadowe-Neweomen), and 
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cross the desert to Seistan. As to the feasibility of this route, I understand a eatriage 
Toiid could probably be made without difficulty along the coast from Baku to Recht, 
‘nd that from Resht to Kerman the existing roads can be negotiated by a fourgon; 
although in the ascent from the coast to Tehran the gradients are as high as 1 in 10 or 
12. Tho estimated cost of 85,000 roubles per verst, or about 13,5001. per mile, seems 
ample. In the United States 6,000l. per mile is a kind of average figure, taking rough 
Aid sthooth, but not all siountain, of couree, for a single lineover a long distance, ‘The 
India Office will probably have figures of cost of somewhat similar lines to the one in 
juestion, 
ihe statement of estimated results is very difficult to value; any such estimates 
iiust involve a good deal of guesswork. Passengers would probably be the mainstay 
of the line; it would be very difficult to estimate what the amount of freight earned on 
goods might be. I notice the rate estimated to be obtained on goods for transit through 
Porsia is nearly 37s. Gd. per ton, and if the rates, say, from Allahabad (to take a central 
pinto Sent bo added on the Indian side, and the rte from Baku to London on the 
Buropean side, the total figure would -be such as to preclude all but. the most costly 
class of merchandise from being carried in through traffic. The competition of the 
overland route from London to Constantinople is hardly felt, I understand, by the sea 
route, and rates for such goods as might use it are much more than double the sea rates. 
Probably, however, the figures of the ‘Trans-Siberian Railway, if obtainable, would 
form a better guide as to what might be expected on a through line to India, “Doubt- 
Jess there would always be a certain amount of specially valuable goods to be taken to 
India, and a cortain amount of such goods to be brought from India, which would 
avail of a quick route, even at a high cost. 
Coming to the actual questions as to the commercial aspects of the scheme from 
the point of view of British trade, the following figures are submitted, v 


Russian Trade with Persia (from Persian Returns). 


‘he following are the latest figures of Russian trade with Pers 
1,000 pouds. 


Exports fromm Rusa in 1907— 
hy, Russo-Iersin frontier 

[By Cangas Caspian front 

By Aatenkan ee 
By Gontral Aslan-Persian frontier 


‘Total exports from Russia to Persia in 
1907 
Value, 28,268,676 roubles (2,989,0001.), 


in 1007— | 

fronton Last 23,480 
oss pen 

1086 

1308 

780 

otal imports into Rossa from Persia in 710 


1907 
‘Value, 25,813,910 roubles (2,672,000), 











‘The above figures show, as was to be expected, that the Russian trade by the Gulf 
is'a negligible quantity. 
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Usiren Kryepox Trade with Persia (from United Kingdom Returns). 


T 
1907. 1908. 1909. 





Exports from United Kingdom — £ £ 
mestic vss 690,200 477,479 
Porvign 2 | azo 4602 





698,010 482,171 


Imports fnto United Kingdom— 

Direct consignments == ..| $90,555 289786 

Indirect raments (montly | 235,454 140,898, 
imported from Persia via 
tie Turkey) 


Total imports 430,184 208,191 








Brrrsn Inpra Trade with Persia (from British India Returns), 


veo, | sso 





april Tate — | 
iy wea (Foren goods) 

Byeea (Indian goods) 

By lana Indian an foreign goods) ‘| 

Total »| 

Imports into British India— 

Bye vee 

By land 


‘This shows that the great bulk of the trade is by way of the Gulf. 

_ Tho advantage to British and Indian trade of a quick mail and passenger route to 
Tndia would no doubt be considerable, but as regards goods it would be of minor 
importanice (at least as regards British trade), for the reason that has boon indicated in 
the foregoing. 'To Russian trade with India it would be of greater advantago than to 
British, for Russia is at present for practical purposes as far off from India as England, 
whereas by the all-rail routeshe would be much nearer than England, The following 
are the latest figures (from Russian retnrns) of total Russian trade with India -— 





‘Exports from Russia— 
European and Black Sea froutiors 
By Asiatic frontier... 
Inport into Rusia 
iy Baropean and Black Sea frontiers. 
By Asiatic froutier ws wwe s 13,008,000 


Showing that the Russian exports to India aro comparatively trifling, and that over 
80 per cont. of Russian imports from India are brought by sea, 

Probably, howover, itis rather from the opening up of Persia which would be 
caused by the railway than from the more rapid communication with India that British 
trade, as a whole, would benefit. Persia is a sparsely populated country, it is trae, 
with ar of mountain and desert; novertheléss, she has a total trade with 

4A 
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the outside world (figures for the year ending the 20th March, 1909), of over 
12,500,0001., viz. :— 


Iinporta into Persia 
Exports from Persia 


and it is impossible to suppose that the coming of the railway would not have a similar 
Gffect in Persia to that which it as had in other previously little developed countri 
‘samely, to inereaso the existing trade by the yastly improved and possibly cheaper trans 
facilities, to build up now trades by the development of the resources of the country, 
‘and, with « stable and enlightened Gorernment, to enable more effective control to be 
sverelaed over unruly natives, As regards development of the resources of the 
country, it may be that there are in Persia localities, probably not a few, where 
agricultare might be extended by irrigation while prospecting for minerals bas I take 
it, yet to be undertaken systematically on modern lines. Coal, it may be observed, is 
reported “abundant” in the Kerman district, but not “dug: ‘ 

Te may be argued, and no doubt with reason, that the development of Persia to the 
south by s railway from the north would benefit Russian more than British or other 
trade, If, therefore, the Seistan route be chosen, a connecting line to the coast, either 
from Kun to Ahwaz and Mohammerah, Kum’ to Ispaban, Shiraz, and Bushire, or 
Kerman to Bunder Abbas, should be made a sine qud non. With one of these lines 
made, however, British trade, with its cheap ocean freight, should benefit as much as 
Russian, Indian trade with Porsia, all except a small percentage, goes by sea, and 
should benefit greatly by a railway to the Gulf, although possibly not quite so much as 
by linking up the proposed Persian railway with the Indian system, 

Any of the lines to connect. the proposed central line to Kerman with the coast 
would be very expensive, and if it comes to a simple question whether the central Tine 
Toto bo connected with the Indian railway system or with the Gulf, the latter would 
oom the most desirable alternative to adopt, except perhaps from the point of view of 
Tndian trade with Russia.  Chakbar is described as a good port, but it is much further 
from Kerman than is Bunder Abbas, and the route is through a good deal of desert ; 
Stil it, might on fuller investigation be found acceptable in case of need as an 
alternative to one of the well-known Gulf ports. ae 

August 25, 1910. 





[83460] No. 875. 
Sir @, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 365.) 


(Telegraphic. P. 
HORMUZ oxide. 
Tn reply to your telegram No. 264 of the 12th September. 
Tam jnformed by Brown, Hick’s agent in Tehfan, that the contract will probably 
be signed in the course of present week, I therefore postpone putting in caveat in the 


Gulahck, September 14, 1910. 


0. 

Since Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 207 of the 2nd May I have heard nothing from 
the Persian Government, 

Please refer to Mr, Marling's despatch No, 146 of the 7th August. I presume that 
Androw Weir have satisfied you as to the validity of their contract. 





[33473] No, 376. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 142) 
(No. 257.) 
(Welegraphic,) P. Petersburgh, September 14, 1910. 
ENGA( ENT of foreign assistants by Persian Government. 
Your telegram No, 567 of the 13th September, 
After considerable hesitation M. Sazonow has agreed to instruct M. Poklewsky in 
the genoral sense of your telegram referred to above. 
‘ML Sazonow in the first place said that he still feared that Germany might use the 
employment of Americans as an argument on which to base a claim for the 
employment of her own nationals. 
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He then went on to say that, according to M. Poklewsky, the French and Italian 
representatives at Tehran, who had been instructed to refuse any application that the 
Persian Government might make for French or Italian assistants, had at the same 
time expressed a hope that the exchision would apply equally to American citizens. 
In M. Sazonow’s opinion this attitude of the French and Italian representatives created 
a difficulty. In promising to inform yon of this, I pointed out to ML. Sazonow that wo 
could explain the circumstances at Paris and Rome, 

M. Sazonow promised finally to send instructions to M. Poklewsky based on the 
general sense of your suggestions. He would tell M. Poklewsky, however, to state to 
the Persian Government that the engagement of Americans was ‘authorised ” by 
Russia. In this way he hoped to make it clear to the Persian Government that no 
further refractory behaviour on their part would be tolerated. 

AM, Sazonow is of opinion that no effect will be produced by the present démarche, 
and that stronger language will have to be used by the two Powers. (Please comparo 
my telegram immediately succeeding.) 





[33474] No. 377. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 


St. Petersburgh, September 14, 1910. 
RUSSO-PERSIAN relations. 


Ina conversation which Lhad with M. Sazonow to-day, his Excellency said that 
the Persian Government's attitude was rapidly becoming intolerable, In the aso of 
every demand which had been addressed to them of late they had refused to give any 
satisfaction, _M. Sazonow cited the question of the conversion of, the debts duo to the 
Russian Bank, the case of the attack on M. Passek, the conditions attached by the 
Russian Government to the withdrawal of their troops, and the question of the 
engagement by the Persian Government of foreign assistants, 

His Excellency added that M. Poklowsky had reported to him that the 
Government now in power at Tehran wero proving entirely intractable. 

A. Sazonow expressed the opinion that the Persian Government would bo certain 
to disregard the proposed communication as to assistants, and said that in that ease 
strong pressure would have to be brought to bear on them, His Excelleney montioned 
the following means by which such pressure might, be exercised :—A threat that a 
demand would be made for the immediate payment of the arrears of debts due by the 
Persian Government ; a threat to seize tho Persian Customs; and to refuse to admit 
military stores through the Caucasus; a threat that not only would Russia not 
withdraw her troops from Persian territory, but that she would bring them up to 
“their full strength.” 

Tremarked that action of the kind indicated in the last suggestion would bo 
interpreted as a Russian military occupation of North Persia, M. Sazonow stated that 
ho was convinced that the exercise of some such pressure as that which he had 
indicated was becoming inevitable, though Russia would not have recourse to it 
without the concurrence of His Majesty's Government, 


ee 258.) 


es 


[33464] No. 378. 


ere Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived September 14.) 
jo. 191, 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, September 14, 1910. 

SHEIKH of Mohammerah and Turkish authorities (please see your telegram 
No. 275 of the 12th instant), 

Twas informed yesterday by Rifaat Pasha that the Mutessarif of Kerbela has been 
sent to replace the Vali of Bussorah, who has been recalled. Itscems that the excessive 
activity recently displayed by the Vali of Bussorah is the cause of this change. 

Ta these circumstances, seeing that the Sheikh of Mohammerah ought to be 
gratified at the change, I submit that it would be better that no communication 
concerning agreement with sheikh should be made to the Porto at present. 


Se 
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(83464) & No. 379. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
inte 287) 


‘Welegraphic.) _ P. Foreign O fice, September 14, 1910. 

MOHAMMERAH. Please instruct His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire to 
inform sheikh of vali’s recall, as reported in Constantinople telegram No. 191 of 
to-day, 





(30961) No. 380. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, September 14, 1910. 

T AM direoiod hy Sooretary Sir Edward Gry to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the question of the renewal and extended assurances 
which it is proposed to give to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 3 

Tam to inform you in roply that Sir E, Grey entirely shares the view held by 
Viscount Morley that, in the dispute between the sheikh and the Vali of Bussorah, the 
conduct of tho former was correct and that of the latter completely unjustified, and 
that as soon as he learns of tho King’s consent to confer on the sheikh the distinction 
of a K.C.LE, he will instruct His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to cause the assurances 
to be conveyed to the sheikh, since tho two announcements would produce a greater 
effect if mado to his Excellency simultaneously. : 

Sir 8, Grey further concurs in the opinion expressed in the penultimate paragray 
of your letter as to the unsatisfactory character of the attitude Intely adopted by the 
‘Turkish Government and Joa authorities towards British interests nd ie considering 
what representations His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople should be instruct 
to: make on the subject, When ho has reached a decision on this question a further 
comimunication will bo addressed to you, but in the meanwhile he considers it better to 
avoid, for the present, a naval demonstration at the head of the Persian Gulf, and to 
arrange that, when His Majesty's consul-goneral at Bushire ‘proceeds to Mohammerah 
to give the assnrances to tho sheikh, he should bo conveyed to that port in a. gun-boat.{ 

Tam to add that the text of the assurances in question will bo forwarded to His 
Najostys consul at Bussorah as suggested inthe ast paragraph of you letter. 

am, 


or 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[83490] No. 381. 
Sir R, Rodd to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received September 15.) 
(No, 139.) 


Sir, Posilipo, September 10, 1910. 

ON receipt of your telegram No. 225 of the 24th ultimo, I addressed a note to the 
Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, expressing to him the gratitude of His Majesty's 
Government for the undertaking which he had given to consult them should a request 
for the services ‘of Ttalians for the reorga tion of the Persian gendarmerie be 
received. 

Thave now received from the Marquis di San Giuliano a reply, of which copy and 
translation are enclosed, stating that should the Persian Government make such a 
roquest it is the intention of the Italian Government to refuse it. 

Thave, &. 
RENNELL RODD. 
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Enolosure in No. 381. 


The Marquis di San Giuliano to Sir R. Rodd. 


(Translation.) Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Sir, Seplember 5, 1910. 

IN your note of the 24th ultimo, your Excellency was so good as t0 communicate 
tome the satisfaction felt by His Britannic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Forei 
AMfairs at being consulted by the Royal Goverament in anticipation of the oventuality 
that the Government of the Shah would invite Italy to appoint Italian subjects for the 
reorganisation of the gendarmerie in Persia. 

Tn thanking your Excellency for this communication, I would add that should such 
a proposal be actually made to the Royal Government they intend to refuse it. 

Thao, &. 
SAN GIULIANO. 





[83548] No. 382. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 15.) 


hs Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, September 14, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
addressed to the vice-chairman, advising receipt of a telegram from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran reporting that Mr. Preece has suggested to the Persian Government 
a loan of 200,000, on the security of the Government's shares in this company and in 
the proposed mining company, 

In reply, I beg to state that Mr, Wallace will give his immediate attention to this 
otter on his return from his holiday, but, in the meantime, I may mention that I do not 
think there is the least chance of the board of this company, or of the members of Mr, 
M. Tarbett Fleming's syndicate, for whom T am acting, agreeing to a loan on these 
terms, 

Thave, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 


(33566) No, 383, 
Messrs. Seligman Brothers to Foreign Osice —(Received September 15.) 


Sir, 18, Austin Friars, London, September 15, 1910, 

IN continuation of the previous correspondence referring to a Persian loan, we 
have the honour to inform you that an enquiry has reached us, asking us whether wo 
would lend that Government approximately 2,000,0001. 

We are of opinion that at the present time a loan of this magnitude could not be 
raised in this market alone upon reasonable terms; but if your department had no 
objection to the co-operation of our correspondents in Holland, France, Germany and 
Switzerland, or such of them as we may wish to interest with us, we consider that the 
‘business will be feasible, always assuming that satisfactory terms can be concluded 
with the Persian Government. 

Please understand that the negotiations will be entirely conducted between the 
Persian Government and ourselves only, and without reference to our correspondents, 
Further, the contract would be between our firm and the Persian Government only. 
Our correspondents would not be interested until the contract was concluded. 

‘As the matter is one of some urgency, may we ask you to favour us with a reply 

your earliest convenience, 
We have, &c. 
SELIGMAN BROTHERS. 


4B 
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[33567] No. 384. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 15.) 


0, 366, 
lographic),P. Gulahele, September 15, 1910. 

SELIGMAN’. proposed loan to Persian Government. 

Thave been asked by Mr. Moore whether His Majesty's Government would raise 
objections to the eventual pledging to Seligman of the southern customs as part 
security for a loan, on the understanding that the Persian Government's debt to the 
Imperial Bank of Persia was discharged. Our Government loan would, of course, 
yetain tho first, charge on the above-mentioned security. 

‘Tn reply, I am informing hin that I do not consider that His Majesty's Government 
would object, provided that they were satisfied that only British capital was to 
participate, but that until I am furnished with particulars of the proposed operation, 
Thd am able to discuss them with Russian Minister, Iam unable to make any definite 
statement, 

Tam of opinion that a large loan pledged on Persian customs, which, after 
discharging the debts to the English and Russian banks, would leave « substantial 
balance in the hands of the Persian Government, is contemplated by Mr. Moore. 


(Private) . 

Trench Government have informed French Minister at Tehran, privately, that 
there are Germans concernod in Seligman’s schemes for Persia. ‘This is denied by 
Mr. Moro. 





[33560] No, 385. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reectved September 15,) 
(No, 367.) 
Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 15, 1910. 


MY telegram No, 364 of 13th September: Situation in Southern Persia. 
Rival branches of the Bakhtiaris have now made peace, 





(83566) No. 386. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No, 260.) 
‘Polographic,) P. Foreign Office, September 15, 1910. 

SELIGMAN'S proposed loan to Persia (see your telegram No. 366 of to-day), 

‘A lotion from Seliginan received to-day states that in their opinion German, 
Froach, Swiss, and Datch capital—or at least some of them—would have to be 
admitted in order to make a loan of 2,000,001, possible. ‘This is in contradiction to 
Moore's statement. If this were done, would it not give the other Powers footing in 
tho Gulf? 

Would it be possible to ensure that shares should remain in British hands, even 
if capital wore confined to British markets and loan made smaller ? 

Please reply with further observations by telegraph. 





{38473} No. 387. 


Sir Hdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No, 576.) 
(Nelesraphic.) P. 

FORBIGN assistants, 

‘See your telegram No. 257 of yesterday. 

T stiggest that a modification in instructions to M, Poklewski in the sense of 
“ authorising” appointment of Americans would be more politic. It lays stress on our 
approval, and this, from M, Sazonow's own point of view, makes explanation at Paris 
‘and Rome of our attitude somewhat more difficult, whereas we can say at present that 
Modjliss has insisted on appointing Americans, in spite of our advice, and that we can 
hardly withhold our consent, as Americans are not subjects of a great European Power. 

T should be glad if you would discuss this with M. Sazonow. 


Foreign Office, September 15, 1910. 
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132824] No. 388. 
Sir Edward Grey to M. Daeschner. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 15, 1910... 
{HAGE Tis RidoeE ty eataonladga thn wertior nic de te Gouaaee 
relative to the engagement of foreign officials for the reorganisation of the Persian 
administration, and to beg you to be good enough to convey to the French Government 
the thanks of His Majesty's Government for the assurance so promptly given that they 
fillvact encourage. te introduction ‘into Persia of wackeytvaasie seseus on this 
purpose so long as this appears undesirable to Great Britain and Russia, 

‘As regards the renewal of the contract with the Persian Government of M. Bizot, 
their financial adviser, I have the honour to request, that His Majesty's Government. 
ray be informed of that gentleman's intentions on this pint as soon ashe has mad 
them known. 


Thave, &o, 


[31489] No. 389. 
@o.3) Foreign Office to Lieutenant-Colonel Cox. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, September 15, 1910, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to Seca ehh at aE 
despatch No. 5 of the 7th ultimo relative to the question of the 'Turco-Persian frontier 
a affecting the possessions of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

With reference to the further arguments which you put forward therein in favour 
of the reconsideration by His Majesty’s Government of the decision adopted by them 
in 1908 as to the line which should be recognised, I am to transmit. to you herewith 
copy of @ despatch from Mr, Mailing when Els Majesty's charg c’afares ob eliran,* 
Supporting the recommendations contained in your despatch No. 26 of the 8th May to 
in, (copy of which had alrondy been recelved as the enclorure ia your doepatch No. 2 
of the same date), together with copy of Sir E, Grey's reply to Sir G, Barclay,t 
‘explaining his views in somewhat greater detail. 

‘As regards the two special points respecting which you dosiro information, viz., 
the value and authority of the map forming Appendix (B) of Mr. Parker's memorandum 
of December 1906 and the situation of the fort belonging to Sheikh Jabir, Iam to 
forward a memorandum containing the required explanations as far as it is possible to 
furnish them. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Enclosure in No. 389. 


Memorandum by Mr. Parker respecting the Points raised by Licutenant-Colonel Cow in 
his Despatch No. 5 of the 7th August, 1910, on the Turco-Persian Frontier 
Question as regards (a) the Map showing the Decisions arrived at by the Mediating 
Gomnisionere in regard tothe Mokammera Ditrit in 1850, and (0) the Rot of 
Sheikh Jabir. 


WHEN, in 1850, the Turkish and Persian commissioners had put forward 
conflicting pretensions with regard to the southern portion of the Turco-Persian 
frontier, the mediating commissioners decided that :— 


“Pour arranger cette question il faut que nous ayons en yue le but véritable du 
traité, Le traité a en vue de rendre Mohumrch un endroit de commerce et d’assuror 
Te passage des bitiments sur la Rividre Karun venant de 'intérieur du pays. Maintenant 
comment atteindre ce but? Siil fallait qu'un endroit queleonque des terres et des 
possessions i V'est de Mohumreh restat au Gouvernement ottoman cet, endroit serait, 
Comme une colonie ou une ile au milien du territoire persan, co qui serait contraire au 


* No, 170, f No. 9%, 
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Dut véritable du traité. C'est pourquoi nous trouvons convenable que les terres & 
Vest de Mohumreh reste la Perso pour former avec le Royaume Iui-mémo de la Perse 
un corps entier, et que pour assurer lembouchure du Karun il soit laissé & la Perse 
environ une heure de distance dé la rive orientale du Chatt-el-Arab, c'est-A-diro, en 
abandonnant 4 la Perse jusqu’au canal qui se trouve au sud du chatean do Feylich. 
Comme Vendroit ot se trouve ce chateau domine la navigation vers Busreh, nous 
trouvons juste que eet endroit-li, ainsi que les terres an nord du dit canal, reste a Ia 

rquie, car ainsi que la possession de Mohumreh et de 'embouchure du Karun serait 
asauréo & In Perso, il fut pareillemont assurer& la ‘Turquie Ja navigation du Chatt vers 

jusrch, 

“En prenant pour ligne du départ de la ligne frontitre Vendroit du déversement 
du canal dans te ChatteleArab, nous remettroms pour désignor les sinuosités et la 
prolongation de cette ligne dans la direction de Vembouchure mentionnée vers Howeizeh 
Jusqu’aux investigations que nos ingénieurs feront dans les endroits précités”” 


‘Thore was a question of the Palace being demolished, but it appears that the 
fortifications alone were razed, an indispensable measure in the opinion of the 
mediating commissioners. 

Colonel Cox says :— 


: . . Apparently all we have to depend upon for an indication of the correct 
boundary as recommended by the commissioners is the document issued as Appendix (B) 
in Mr, Parker's memorandum of December 1906. I beg respectfully to enquire what 
is the precise value and authority of this document. . . . .” 


‘The yalue and authority of this document lies in the fact that it was, in original, 
sont to His Majesty's Government by Colonel Williams, the British commissioner, as a 
diagram destined to illustrate the conclusions of the mediating commissioners and the 
conflicting claims of the Mussulman Powers. The original is enclosed in Colonel 
Williams's despatch No. 3 of the 4th February, 1850, to Sir Stratford Canning, Her 
Majesty's Ambussador at Constantinople, who forwarded it in his despatch No. 110 of 
the 80th March, 1850. 

Tn transmitting this diagram, Colonel Williams wrote :-— 


“Boginning from the mouths of the Shatt-el-Arab, the proposed line runs slong 
the western bank of the Island of El Khizr, crosses the mouth of the Kaffar Canal, 
amd then up tho Shatt-el-Arab to the mouth of the Abu Djudei Canal, a distance of a 
geographical league from tho Haffar, and there in a line as straight as ciroumstances 
will admit of to the town and district of Howeizah, passing through the towers named 
by Dorvish Pasha. ‘Thus wo offer to Persia free'entrance to and security in the part 
of Mohammoruh, at tho same time reserving to Turkey the navigation of the Shatt-el- 
Arab by the destruction of a fort built by Sheikh Jabir during. the conferences of 
Erzeroum.” 


His Majesty's Government pronounced in favour of the line selected by the 
mediating commissioners (despatches to Lord Bloomfield in July and August 1850). 

Meantimo the Persian Government, while disposed to forgo their own pretensions 
(Colonel Sheil, No, 35, the 25th March, 1850), maintained that the line proposed by 
tho mediating commissioners ought to bo drawn at a place 4 or 6 miles to the west of 
Feylich, near a place called ‘Tamar, the argument being that a portion of the Chaab 
tribo: wos in uctual ‘peesoesion of fhe land opt) oie hee spot if not beyond it. 
Colonel Sheil considered that, while the arguments of the Porsian Government wero 
well founded in the main, the advantage and justice of the decision of the mediating 
commissioners was so obvious that ho had no hesitation in pressing its acceptance on 
the Persian Government, who eventually accepted the delimitation of the frontier 
According to the views of the mediating commissioners, 

T have no reason to suppose that either the Turkish or the Persian Government, 
wero over given copion of the working maps of Colonel Williams the cuigeale ot 
these documents were lost in tho Thames ; the easential fact is that the decision of tho 
commissioners, as illustrated on the diagram, was pressed upon the acceptance of both 
the Ottoman and Persian commissioners and their respective Governments. We have 
ho reason to supposo that maps on a larger scale than the diagram were over 
communicated to the two Governments, 

AP. 

Foreign Ofice, September 5, 1910. 


——— ee 
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183580] No. 390. 


Foreign Ofice to Lieutenant-Colonel H. R. Beddoes. 

(Confidential.) 
Bin, Foreign Ofice, September 15, 1910. 

WITH reference to your conversation of the 12th instant with Mr, Norman of this 
Office, in the course of which you asked that a private assurance might be conveyed to 
you in writing to the effect that the successful conchision of the loam “which 
Mesars. Seligman propose to make to the Persian Government would be agreeable. to 
His Majesty's Government, T am directed by Secretary Six Edward Grey to inform you 
that he is unable to consider the question of taking such a stop without previously 
knowing the amount of the intended loan and the nature of the security agreed on. 

T am to add that these particulars should be conveyed to him in writing by 
Messrs. Seligman themselves, 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(83741) No. 391. 
Papers communicated to Foreign Office by Mr. Newell, September 16, 1910. 


(Ly) 
Translation of Special Telegram received from Tehran, September 14, 1910, 
‘ewe PRSIAN Government has applied to us for a loan of 5,000,000 krans ayainst 
jewels. If you agree, would suggest threo months, At end of tho term jewels to be 
sold in cover of this transaction. “What would you suggest rato of interest? Reply as 
soon as possible, 


@) 
Translation of Special Telegram dispatched to Tehran, September 14, 1910. 


IN reply to your telegram of to-day, in view of our large outstandings with Persian 
Government, most reluctantly decline the business, 


3) 
Translation of Special Telegram reecived from Tehran, September 16, 1910. 
PERSIAN Government have urgent need of, and beg you to reconsider. If terms 
offered are unaceeptable, upon what terms ean’ you arrange the business? Monoy 


urgently required put in order provinces. If you agree to advance, hope inchide 
remaining 1,900,000 krans Government debt, same terms as last settlemont, 


(4) 
Draft Telegram to Tehvan. 
YOUR telegram of 15th September. Agree to lend 5,000,000 krans, provided 


remaining 1,000,000 krans included in Government debt. Get ample security your 
possession. Other details left to your discretion, 





07381 





[83686] No, 392. 
cy Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 
(No. 368, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 16, 1910. 

SELIGMAN’S proposed loan to Persian Government. 

Tn reply to your telegram No. 269 of the 15th September, I have the honour to 
state that a loan raised in the manner indicated would, if secured on the southern 
customs, clearly afford a footing in the Gulf to other Powers. 

Tt appears to me also that it would be impossible, even in the ease of a smaller 
Joan floated in London, to ensure that the bonds remained in British hands except 
under a private flotation such as that proposed by the Strathcona syndicate. 





[33685] No, 393. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 
(No, 250.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petorabuergh, September 16, 1910. 

ENGAGEMENT of foreign advisers by Persian Government. 

Your telegram No. 576 of the Lith September. ar i 

M. Suzonow told me to-day that in the suggested communication to the Persian 
Governnent ho would be willing to substitute for the word authorises” a phrase to 
the effect that employment of American assistants would not be vetoed” or would 
not be “objected to” by the two Governmer : i 

M, Sazonow is anxious to have your views on the suggestions enumerated in my 
telogram No. 258 regarding the methods of bringing pressure to bear on the Persian 
Government. He is awaiting your views before communicating with M. Poklewsky on 
the subject. 





(33741) No. 394 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

581, 
{ieiopenebie PB Foreign Ofice, September 16, 1910. 

IMPERIAL Bank's loan to Persian Government. 

Persian Government have applied to Imperial B 

ity of Crown jewels. Loan to be devoted to restora npr 

His Majesty’s Government are telling bank that they have no objection, and we 
hope for concurrence of Russian Government, Tt would not be easy for us to prevent 
‘a commercial transaction of this kind, especially as it includes an arrangement for 
the liquidation of a debt to the bank of about 200,000 ras. 

Please enquire and reply without delay. 





(33474) No, 395. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No, 270.) ee. o- 
(Telographic.)_P, Foreign Ogi 
TSHOULD be glad to learn your views on Mr. O'Beirne’s telegran ; 
the 14th September, reporting suggestions of Russian Ministor for Foreign Affairs as 
to bringing pressure to bear on Persian Government. 
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[83685] No. 396. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 271.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 17, 1910. 
FOREIGN advisers for Persian Government (please see Mr. O'Beirne’s telegram 
No. 259 of yesterday and my telegram No, 567 of the 13th September to him). 
‘When a favourable moment presents itself you should join with M. Poklewski in a 
communication to Persian Government, as indicated in my telegram referred to, stating 
that Great Britain and Russia ‘do not object” to the appointment of Americans, whicl 


- is not likely to give riso to international jealousies or to complicate the political 


situation. 





[25031] No. 397. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 
(No. 279.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 117, 1910. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatches Nos. 318, 337, 349, 367, 402, and 
452 of the 18th, 24th, and 30th May, 8th and 21st June, and 5th July respectively, 
forwarding copies of Bee) from! His Majesty's consul at Bussorah res] 
recent dispute between the Vali of Bussorah and the Sheikh of Mohammeral 

After a careful study of these papers, which may be considered to presont the val's 
case in connection with this question, and of a despatch from His Majosty’s consul- 
general at Bushire, copy of which is enclosed for your information,” sotting forth the 
history of the incident from the sheikh’s point of view, I havo reached the conclusion 
that the conduct of tho vali was violent and arbitrary, which, moreover, the Porte 
appear themselves to admit from the fact of his recall and that the attitude of the 
sheikh was not otherwise than conciliatory and reasonable, 

Tt appears to me that Mr. Crow, in his treatment of this question, has failed to 
realise what aro the relations of His Majesty's Government with the sheikh and the truo 
interests of Great Britain in the regions of tho Persian Gulf, and that this is proved by 
his failure to inform your Excellency by. telegraph of the vali’s projected attack on 
‘Zein as soon as it came to his knowledge (see his despatch No. 22 of the 23rd April to 
your Excellency), a step whereby most of the complications which subsequently arose 
might very likely have been avoided, and by the statement in his letter of the 27th April 
to His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerah, that the sheikh’s day of reckor ing had 
come, and that, though the action of the ‘Turkish authorities might be arbitrary, he 
would press for them to be supplied with the proper means to carry it through’ (sce 
enclosure No. 6 in Colonel Cox's despatch No. 2, Confidential, f the 16th June). 

Teannot but consider that Mr. Crow's conduct in connecti ith this incident has. 


Government, 


A copy of the assurances which it is proposed to convey to the sheikh is enclosed 
for Mr. Crow's information. 
Tam, &. 
E. GREY, 





[33809] No. 398, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived September 18.) 

(No. 369.) 

(Telegraphic) R. Teluran, September 18, 1910. 
‘AMY telegram No. $67 of 15th September. 


Soulet is reported to be retiring south, disappointed apparently by Bakhtiars 
reconciliation, 
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[33810] No. 399. 


: , Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey. — (Received September 18.) 
(No, 370, 
Telegraphic.) P, Gulahek, September 18, 1910. 
be as and Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

With reference to your telegram No. 263 of the 12th September, 

This unnecessary for me to reply to second paragraph of your above-mentioned 
telegram now that vali is to be recalled, but I submit, after consultation with His 
Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushire, that it is desirable, in order to obviate the 
repetition of similar incidents, that our relations with Sheikh Khazal should be made 
clear to the Turkish Government, unless the situation at Constantinople, of which 
Sir C. Lowther is, of course, most competent to judge, renders the present moment 
inopportune for such action, by a communication of the nature indicated in your 
above-mentioned telegram, section 1. Ishare Colonel Cox's opinion that it would be 
easier for us to take advantage of the present opening to declare our policy than eo 
await somo frosh incident ‘which may lead to more serious rosulig Te coat fe 
Way certain that, vali is being removed for excessive activity, and His Majesty's 
consul-genoral believes that unloss some comment on the lines indicated is made by 
He, his recall will probably be attributed to his strained relations with the Vali of 

jagdad. 

T further concur with His Majesty's consul-general that a message might be 
conveyed to the Sheikh of Mobammerah, informing him that His Majesty's Govecenene 
have now considered both sides, and are of opinion that he is completely vindicated, 
and that the statesmanlike and restrained attitude which he maintained throughout 
the incident has not escaped the notice of His Majesty's Government, The sense of 
Sur communication to the Porte, if we make it, might also be conveyed to him. 
submit that the opportunity for making the communication to the sheikh might be 
left to tho discretion of Colonel Cox. ‘Th transmission of our assurances, and. the 
bestowal of the shonour, if these are not long delayed, would probably be the most 
suitable occasi 





[83811] No, 400. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 
(No, 871) 
(Lelographic.) P, Giilahieke, September 18, 1910. 

‘TRADE in Northern Persia, 

In reply to your telegram No. 248 of the 23rd August, I have the honour to report 
that I can obtain no confirmation of the statement of the Manchester firm that British 
trade in North Persia has been entirely destroyed by Russian advance into Azerbaijan, 
Neithor of their local agents at Tabreos or Tehran tnderstaud the roport 

Russian competition has for years past been killing British trade in Northern 
Persia, but theso conditions havo in no way been affected by the Russian alvance 

Further, acting consul at Tabreez reports that, in his opinion, and in that of other 
morehants, the presence of Russian troops in ‘Tabreez. has alone prevented business 
from being completely paralysed, 





[33835] No. 401. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received September 19.) 
(No. 638.) 
Sir, Constantinople, September 9, 1910 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 594 of the 23rd August, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's consul at Erzeroum, giving the Valy 
of Erzeroum’s version of the incident reported in my above-mentioned despatch, 
Thave, &, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 


——<—<$<—— 
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Enclosure in No, 401. 
Consul MeGregor to Sir G. Louther. 


Erzeroum, August 29; 1910: 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 50, Confidential, of the 13h instant, T have 
the honour to report to your Excellency that { ealled on Jéllal Bey, Governor-General 
of Erzeroum, yesterday, and enquired whether he eould give me any information with 
respect to the recent, Turvo-Persian frontier incident, which, I understand, is now 
forming the subject of conversation at Constantinople between the Persian and Russian 
Embassies and the Imperial Government, pam eta 

His Excelleney informed me, in reply, that the immediate cause of the incident 
was the constant encroachment of Persian ‘Kurds, who, encouraged by the Hakim of 
Ovajik and the influential Sardar of Maku, liad been for years stealthily appropriating 
Jands belonging to Turkish Kurds, and had been sowing crops and mowing hay in the 
fields thus acquired. This had naturally led to disputes, and when, a couple of 
months ago, the officer commanding a small detachment had ordered some Persians to 
quit certain lands belonging to Turkish Kurds near the hamlet of Nefto, the former 
Taal opened fir» on the oops in cooseguenco of which the agaresore wer severly 
chastised on the following day, several being killed and wounded. Immediately on 
learning of the occurrence a member of the Russian Legation at Tohran who happened 
to be at Maku at the time proceeded to Nefto with a Cossack escort and approached the 
Turkish detachment with tho object of protesting. ‘The commanding oflicer, however, 
refused to receive this gentleman until he had sent his escort back to, Nefo, and on 
learning the object of the visit declared that he must decline to enter into discussion 
regarding a matter exclusively concerning the Ottoman and Persian Governments, 
‘The Russian thereupon took his departuro. 

In the meantime the vali had recoived instructions to discuss the question on the 
spot with Daud Khan, tho Persian consul-general at Erzeroum, and the latter had also 
been similarly instructed by his Ambassador at Constantinople, The consul-general, 
however—who receives no salary, and is understood to be living in a state of almost 
complete destitution—could not ufford the expense of the, journey, and tho vali 
congoquently proceoded alone to Bayazid, whero ho satisfied himself, from a, perusal of 
official archives, not only that the territory actually contested was ‘Purkish, but that so 
recently as eight years ago Turkish troops had been in effective occupation of points 
two hours’ march beyond Nefto. ; : 

While at Bayazid, Jellal Bey received sovoral visite from M. Mikhailoff, the Russian 
consul there, who protested oficially against the violation of Persian teritony and 
intimated to the vali his intention of accompanying his Excellency to the spot and there 
conducting an enquiry in common, according to instructions received from his embassy, 
M. Mikhailoff, whose conduct on this occasion sooms to have been worthy of the worst 
traditions of Russian offcialdom—he severely thrashed a municipal agent in the vals 
presenco—was informed that Jellal Bey had no instructions to enter into negotiations 
with him, and that an enquiry in common was out of the questio 

‘The vali then proceeded to the frontier, after some discussion with the Persian 
vice-consul at Bayazid, and there met a brother of the Sardar of Maku, who, however, 
was unable to adduce any evidence in support of Persian claims, and’ betrayed. somo 
mortification on being shown the traces of ‘Turkish encampments far beyond the point 

ually in dispute. 
Ee alstiuee intsrad mo tial Unroee Gules cele crn along the 
frontier, and that the number of men at Nefto did uot exceed twenty. ‘The digeussion 
of the matter had now been transferred to Constantinople, and liis report would. leave 
by yesterday's mail. i 2 = 2 

Ishould not omit to mention that, according to the vali’s statement, the Persian 
squatters wero told that they would be allowed to take possession of their crops on 
payment of the tithe, but that no more sowing or Banting ‘would be permitted. 

ave, &e. 
P. J, C. MoGREGOR. 








286 


[34022] No. 402. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 


Gulahek, September 19, 1910. 

ENGAGEMENT of foreign assistants. 

With reference to your telegram No. 270 of the 17th September, I have the 
honour to report that I should be most unwilling to concur in Russia’s employing any 
of the threats proposed. Such a step might bring about the downfall of the present 
Minlatryan ime T etould seardt although t. would’ doublleos be’ viewed iby froma 
with more than equanimity. I submit, however, that if any of the threats are to be 
employed it would be better to take action immediately than to await the eventuality 
of the Persian Government disregarding the communication which the two Govern- 
ments are on the eve of making. I venture to suggest that if we were obliged to use 
these threats—as is apparently contemplated by ussia—in the face, for example, of 
a decision to employ German assistants, we should be placed in a very awkward 
position, 

T quite agreo that it is most important that we should in this matter exercise 
sufficient pressure to obtain what we desire before the Persian Government goes any 
further, but Lam confident that this object would be effected by the communication 
suggested in my telegram No. 360 of the 11th September, which is stronger than that 
proposed in your telegram to Mr. O'Beirne, No. 567 of the 13th September, and which 
would ensure that after an application for the loan of assistants to Italy and France 
had been refused and Persia had to look elsewhere she would recognise the necessity 
of turning to the minor Powers to fill these posts, 

Lwould therefore beg to be authorised to substitute for the concluding sentence 
of the communication as drawn up in your telegram to Mr. O'Beirne, No. 567 of the 
18th September, the words “any further" to the end of my telegram No, 360 of 
the 11th September. 

M. Poklewski would not need authorisation to accept this change of wording. 


a $72.) 


(34026) 


Sir @, Barelay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
(No, 373.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Gulaliek, September 19, 1910. 

PROPOSED loan to Persian Government on Crown jewels. 

Tam informed by M, Poklewski that he has been consulted by Russian Government 
with respect to. proposal that Russia should participate in a loan, for which the 
Persian Government have applied to the Imperial Bank of Persia, on the security of 
the Crown jewels, 

Persian Government expressly stipulated that this application should be kept 
seoret, aud the manager of the Imperial Bank, ‘Tehran, did not therefore advise 
me of it, 

T should bo glad to know what attitude you are taking up at St, Petersburgh in 
this matter. 

Persian Government, Tlearn from bank manager, would not consent to Russian 
participation, 





(34108) No. 404, 
and Co, to Horeign Osice— September 20.) 


Sir, eater, September 19, 

WITH reference to the communication which we had the honour of submitting to 
you on the 16th Angust, we take the liberty of addressing you again on the subject in 
order to point out that on reading our letter again it has struck us that our reference 
to the effect on our trade of the Russian advance in the Azerbaidjan is somewhat 
ambiguous and liable to be misunderstood. 
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We therefore think it best to write to say that in using that expression we intended 
to-refer merely to the commercial activity of the Russians in Northern Persia, and 
although we think that our letter in its entirety bears out this view, we are anxions to 
prevent any possible misunderstandings on this point, 
We have, &c, 
PH. ZIEGLER axp Co. 





[33460] No. 405. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 2 

(Telegrapic.) R. Foreign Ofice, September 20, 1910. 
YOUR telogram No. 365 of Mth September, last paragraph : Hormuz oxide. 
There appear to be certain technical irregularities in the contract, but as Muin- 

utTujjar has, according to Messrs. Ellinger, repeatedly acknowledged its force in 

correspondence and has received money and shipped oxide under it, he would be 

bound by it under English law. 


[34026] No. 406. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


P. Foreign Ofice, September 20, 1910. 
(AL Bank's loan to Persian Government (see your telegram No, 373 of 
yesterday and Mr, O'Beirne’s No. 581 of the 16th instant). 
‘The following telegram has been sont to Mr. O'Beirn 


“His Majesty's Government had no idea that Russian participation was 
contemplated. Russian reply has not yet reached them.” 





[34022] No. 407. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

‘No. 585.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, September 20, 1910, 

FeO ETO basi Gon is paragrac# yore alia gNGsaPOyscieyL Op 
instant). 

Sir G, Barclay has suggested that adoption of wording of last paragraph of his 
telegram No. 360 of the 11th instant from the words “ any further disregard” to the 
end of the p ‘aph instead of that in my telegram No. 567 of the 13th September 
from ‘engagement of Europeans” down to “affected ” would strengthen communication 
to Persian Government. 

‘Vo this I have agreed. I hope M. Sazonow will instruct M. Poklewski similarly, 

As regards your telegram No, 259, second paragraph, I will telegraph further. 


[34272] No. 408, 


Bank under terms of which the monopoly of all pawnbroking is reserved to that bank, 
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[84267] No. 409. 
ee Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Recetved September 21.) 
fo, 262 : 
(elezraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1910. 
"YOUR telegram No 585 of the 20th September: Foreign esitants for Persia 


Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs concurs in proposed change in communication 
to Persian Government. 





[34270] No. 410. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 


Constantinople, September 21, 1910, 
'URCO-PERSTAN frontier. be Bee 


My telegram No. 163 of the 20th ultimo to Foreign Office. 

Rifaat Pasha has informed me that ten men are being sent to Turkish consulate at 
Urumia and fifteen to that at Soujboulak at the request of the Ottoman consuls at those 
places, who wore obliged to ask for an addition to the consulate guard owing to 
continued disorders on the frontier. His Fxcellency added that he was also going 
to inform the Russian Ambassador. 


(No. 199.) 





[83337] No, 411. 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
( 276.) 
(olographic) R. Foreign Ofice, September 21, 1910. 

MY despatch No, 14 of 11th July : Roads in Pe 

Persian ‘Transport Company state that it has been impossible to begin work on 
portions in Russian sphoro of roads for c on of which they hold concession on 

of insecurity, and ask that you vucted at onee to apply to Persian 
Government for extension of poriod of concession for ten years beyond the 24th Angus, 
1912, Company have made financial ar nts to begin work on Kuin-Ispahan 

provide rument ean guarantee safety of staff, and aro 
willing to expend 12,0004 instead of 6,0000, originally agreed on in return for right to 
lovy tolls. 

Thay alko request support for application to Persian Government for increase ot 

n~Vehran road, which shall also apply to Kum-Ispahan section when 
completed. 

‘As regards section of road from Sultanabad to point about 60 miles distant between 
Khoremabad and Burajird, company suggest that, as it represents integral portion of 
Sultinabal-Ahwaz road, greater part of which fies outside Russian sphore, Russian 

likely to object to. extensior 

According to information given in confidence by Sir T. Gordon in June, reason of 

"s failuro to construct is not insecurity alone or even principally, but lack of 

. What is your opinion? 

Do you think that even if Russian Government made no objection it would be 
advisable that you should approach Persian Government yourself as desired ? I should 
have thought this might bring about rejection of company's request. 

Sir T. Gordon also stated that a Mr. Redforn was already negotiating for extension 
on company’s behalf, Is this so? Company now say nothing of him, 

Vould it be safe to begin work now on Kum-Ispahan section as proposed? I 
presume that this portion within Russian sphere could be completed within the timo 
if Porsian Government guaranteed security. 

Russian Government would of course have to agree to extension before Persian 
Government were approached. They sire in no way bound to do this, nor does it seem 
probable that they will except in return for some quid pro quo. 

Can you suggest any form of bargain ? 
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[31306] No. 412. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 157. 
hee) Foreign Ogice, September 21, 1910, 

WITH reference to Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 141 of the lst. July last, I 
transmit to you herewith the answer of the King to the letter from his Highness the 
Negent of Persia, notifying, iu the namo of, His Imperial Majesty, the Shah, the 
appointment of Mchammed Hassan Mirza as heir-presumptive to the Throne, and T am 
to desire that you will deliver this letter (a copy of which is enclosed) in the usual 
ge onnld alte jars Che snake) 9 his Migices cletverial communiéation 
contemplated in my telegram No, 231 of the Gih ultimo to Mr. Marling, making use for 
this purpose of language similar to that employed by your Russian eollengue in 
delivering the reply of the Emperor to the Regent's letter. 

Tam, &. 
E. GRE 


nclosure in No, 412, 
Tho King to the Shah of Persia. 


Sir, my Brother, Balmoral, September 10, 1910. 
THAVE received the letter which your Imperial Majesty addressed to my beloved 
fathor, of blessed memory, andl in which you stato that you have appointed, your dear 
brother, His Royal Highness Mohammed Hassan Mirza, to be heir to tho Throne of 
Persia. 
T thank sour Imperial Majesty for this eommuniation, and. in axsuring you that 
my best wishes attend His Royal Highness Mohammed Hassan Mirza, I renew, &c. 
GHORGE R. 1 





[34235] No. 413. 
Sir Edvard Grey to Sir P. Bertiv, 


No. 419, 
of ) Foreign Office, September 21, 1910. 

THE French chargé d'affaires called at this Office on the 17th instant and 
enquired my view of the decision of the Persian Assembly to apply. to the United 
States Government for the loan of experts for service in the Persian Ministry of 
Finance. 

ML Daeschner was informed that, the United States not being a European Power 
tmd having no political or commercial interests in Persia, His Majesty’s and the 
Russian Governments did not feo! in a position to refuse their consent to this proposal ; 
but that, if the Porsian Government were to ignore their wishes to the oxtont of 
engaging the services of subjects of a Great European Power, the two Governments 
would expect that their own nationals should also be engaged. 

AL Daeschner promised to report these remarks to his Government, on whose part 
hie did not appear to anticipate any objection to this attitude. Ble 

Thave instructed His Majesty's Ambassador at Rome to make an explanation in 
this senso to the Italian Government in connection with the communication which, as 
your Excellency is aware, was recently made to them on the subject. 

* Tam, &, 
B, GREY. 


[1738) 
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[33490] NoALS: 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 
(No, 110.) 
ir, Roreign Office, September 21, 1910. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. of the 10th instant, relative 
to the engagement by the Persian Government of foreign officials for the reorganisation 
of their administration. ‘ . ? 

T request your Excellency to inform the Ttalian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 
connection with this subject, that the Persion Assembly have now decided to apply to 
the United States Government for the loan of experts for service in the Ministry of 
Finance, and that, the United States not being a European Power and having no 
political or commercial interest#in Persia, His Majesty's and the Russian Governments 
6 not fecl in a position to refuse their consent to this proposal; but that, if the Persian 
Goveonment vero to ignore their wishes to the extent of engaging, the services of 
subjects of a Great European Power, the two Governments would expect that their 
own nationals should also be engaged. 

‘An explanation in tis sense has been given tothe French chargé aires, who 
‘enquired my view of the proposal now made by the Persian Assembly. 





(84365) No, 415. 
The“ Friends of Armenia” to Foreign Office. —(Received September 22.) 


47, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
Bir, September 21, 1910, 
TAM directed by the executive committee of the“ Friends of Armenia” to forward 
you a copy of a letter received lately from Urumia. Fnelosed please find the same. 
Faithfully yours, 
MARY HICKSON, 
Honorary Secretary. 


Enclosure in No, 415. 
Mr, Shedd to Dr. Rendel Harris. 


My dear Dr Urumia, Persia, July 14, 1910. 
TAM coming to you again n appeal for help, hoping that you will kindly 
pass it on to Mr, Brooks, of the Friends of Armenia,” if you think it best. to, do so, 
Mhe people for whom 1 wish to appeal are the same ones whom you have several times 
helped. At the time of the rush of refugees from Turkey at the timo of the Armenian 
massacres, there were among others the Syrians of Mar Bishu, a little valley with a 
vory ancient church, between us and Gawat. Most of these returned to Mar Bishu, but 
some eighty or a hundred houses settled in Tergawar in a village called Dustellan. 
Here, under their leader, one of our evangelical preachers, they worked and got a good 
start again, As you know, the border near us has been the scene of more or less 
disorder for the past seven or eight years. Among the worst sufferers have been theso 
ople. When the Turks came over and seized the border regions of ‘Tergawar, 
Monewar, 8c, they with the other Christians led. ‘This colony, with our adviee, and, 
Lholiove, also with some more help from you, settled again in what seemed to us a 
very favourable location, Again they set to work and got a fine start, though they 
have been at a disadvantage from the disturbances that have heen so general. 
Unfortunately a Kurdish chief, who has chosen to stay by tho Persians and not be 
annexed to Turkey, was given quarters in. the village by the landlord, partly because 
tho village had once been the stronghold of one of his ancestors, a famous robber. So 
the Syrians have had to support not only themselves, but this neble robber with his 
thirty or forty minor thieves. Appeals have often been made to the Persian authorities 
vay to got rid of this Kurd, but they have been too busy keeping their own 
heads above water to do much for others. ‘This year another calamity came on the 
others in the way of a most terrific hail-storm, which simply destroyed their crops and 
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even the mountain grass, which they depend on for their sheep in the winter. Besid 
them, one other Syrian village is in dire distress from the combined ravages of this 
‘Tamar Agha and the hail, and we should like very much to be able to do something for 
the neediest of them. 

Tt seems from the actions of the Turks and from the direct statements of their 
officials in Van and elsewhere that the Turks haye made up their minds to have 
Urumia. They have actual possession of scores of villages around us and on the south 
down to the sliores of the lake that have been Persian territory for generations, ‘Tho 
worst of it for us here is that they are following the policy of letting the Kurds near 
by harass the villages, and take actual possession of them, in order to keep them 
in distress till they can come in as saviours. 

Tam writing at our college place 2 miles out from the city, and all the villages 
near us are in possession of a miserable Kurdish robber. ‘The landlords get nothing 
from the villagers, or get only by favour of the Kurd. He lives off the villagers. ‘The 
Persian Government dare do nothing for fear of the Turks. ‘Turkish cecupation may 
possibly be inevitable, or even desirable, but it is hard to have it come in this way. 

Thope that you will forgive me for making this appeal, and I hope very much that 
the way may be open for you to help us out. 

Yours sincerely, 
W. A. SHEDD. 


134409) No. 416, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 


{Treaty.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, September 22, 1910, 
I MUCH regret to report that Regent died this afternoon. 





{34406} No, 417. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 
(No, 263.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 22, 1910, 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN relations with Persia, 

‘The “Novoo Vremya” publishes to-day a leading article, which is evidently 
officially inspired, calling attention to the manner in which the rights and intorests of 
both Russia and Great Britain are systematically disregarded by the Persian 

‘The article goes on to say that there are various methods by which 

hont resorting to actual compulsion, can assert their rights, and expresses 

the opinion that Russia would “certainly not meet with a refusal ” from Great Britain 
if she wero to invite British participation in measures of the nature indicated, 

‘The appearance of this article seems to me not without significance when taken in 
conjunction syith the language which M. Sazonow used to me recently, 





(34407) No. 418. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 22.), 


(No. 264.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, Soptember 22, 1910. 

PERSIA, Proposed loan on security of Crown jewels. 

Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 374 of tho 21st March, 

Tt was explained to me to-day by M. Sazonow that, by an error on the part of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs here, M. Poklewsky was told that Russia had been invited 
ly His Majesty's Government to participate in the loan. M. Sazonow said that this 
mistake had been put right, but that the difficulty now was that by tho Russian Bank's 
concession exclusive right was given to it to negotiate mort gag 
tothe Persian State. His Excellency 
Ministry of Finance, and was awaiting their views. 


ges on property belonging. 
consultation on this point with the 
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I told M. Sazonow that I understood that there was no desire on the part of 
the Russian Government to make a loan themselves, and I pointed out that it ought to 
‘be an easy matter for the Imperial Bank of Persia to make the loan without prejudice 
to the special privileges secured to the Russian Bank. 





(34022) No, 419. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 
No. 586.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 22, 1910. 

PIERSIA (200 my telegram No, 585 of the 20th September). 

‘Course of action outlined by M. Sazonow does not seem to me to offer any chance 
of improvement in relations with Persia, Downfall of present Cabinet would probably 
result from such a course, but it would be difficult for any succeeding Cabinet to 
adopt a more conciliatory attitude while the temper of the Persian Medjliss and people 
remains in its present sate. Moreover, once we had adopted such a line of action we 
may be compelled to go as far as the occupation of northern Persia; indeed, any 
increase in the prosent garrisons there would be interproted as a stop in this direction, 
‘is you have rightly observed. 

It is unnecessary for me to allude to the difficulties which would arise for us out 
of such a situation, nor forecast the criticism to which, in view of wording of preamble 
to Anglo-Russian agreement, we should expose ourselve 

Best means of ensuring an improvement in relations is, I still maintain, the 
withdrawal of the Kazvin force, and surely some means could be devised whereby 
the Persian Government could save its face with regard to concessions. 

Tam ready to onquire if Persian Government would be disposed to accept my 
assistance, if I can be of any use in trying to come to some arrangement, 


(34272) Abels 


Sir Hdward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
(No, 588,) 
(Polographic.) 2. Foreign Office, September 22, 1910, 
TUEWRIAL Tank's proposed lonn to Porsia, Please #eo tay tologram No. 581 of 
the 16th September. 
Imperial Bank are pressing us. Could you obtain an answer as soon as possible? 


(34592) No, 421. 
Telegram for Pehran.—(Communicated by Sir 7. Tackeon, September 22.) 


REFERRING to your telegrams of the Mth and 15th instant the directors agree 
to your making the advance of 5,000,000 krans, on the security of the Crown jewels, 
with a very ample margin over expert valuation, Rate of interest left to your 
discretion. Make it a conditiont hat the 1,000,000 krans you refer to be added to the 
Government debt on similar terms as present debt, and secured by the excess receipts 
of the southern customs after satisfying interest and principal of existing debts. We 
‘suggest supplementary agreement in order not to interfere with existing arrangement. 
‘Any other details left to your discretion. 





(83686) No. 422. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Seligman Brothers. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ofice, September 22, 1910. 
T AM directed by Seer Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter of the 15th instant, relative to a proposed loan to the Persian Government of 
about 2,000,001, 
Tam to enquire what security it is proposed to assign to the service of this loan, 
and what would he the precise extent of the co-operation of your correspondents in 
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France, Germany, Holland, and Switzerland, ich you desire to enlist 
proportion of the shares would be offered for sal _n fora aatvais ead ais 


foreign interests involved would be represented on the bo: H 
company which would be formed. a Sa aa eae 


Tam to add that His Majesty's Government could not view with fav 
roposal of the kind in question unless they had previously cbiay Bart, 
Higuel ofthe Kind in question uales they hed previously obained the consent of the 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[34473] No, 423. 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23,) 


; Persian Legation, London, Seplamber 22, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, with deep sorrow, thay me Governirent. have 


today telegraphed to me the very sad is Hi 
teaay egraphed to me the very sid nows of the death of Tis Highnoss the 


‘This very sad event took place to-day. 


Thaye, &e. 
MEHDI. 





(34467) No. 424, 


India Ofice to Foreign Osfice—(Received September 23.) 
Sir, 


IN reply to your let 
of the escort of His Maj 


Tam, &, 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 





(34499) No. 425, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received September 23:) 
(No. 875. 
(Velegraphic.) P. Tulahele, S 
FOTN ai Gulahek, September 23, 1910. 
n continuation of my telegram No, 365 of the 14th September, I have the he 
foepat at a further dy his ocurred i ho signing of Stes contrat 


panes withholding caveat, as I understand from Brown that the delay will not 





(34513) No, 426. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 
(No. 876.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
RUSSO-PERSIAN relations 
_ Up till the present my endeavours to induce tho Persinn Government to gi 
wisfaction to Russia on the two points upon which M. Poklowski has mode the 
withdrawal of the Kazvin force con Viz, extension of Karadagagh copper-mine 
concession and the free entry of motor-cars for use on the Tabreez—Julla and -Kazvine 


Enzeli FeHKS have proved imsuecesful, although former Ministries havo frequently 


4Pr 


Gulahek, September 23, 1910. 
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assured both Mr. Marling and myself that, in principle||these matters had already been 
agreed to. 

eGuister for Voreign Affaire, whom I eaw yesterday, complained more: strongly 
than usual of the non-withdrawal of the Russian troops. Their presence, he said, 
nurtured the idea that the ex-Shah would be restored, and he referred to the rebellion 
of certain Amir Mukarram in the Demavend district, which was causing the Govern- 
ment some uneasiness, and which, his Excellency alleged, was inspired by the hope of 
the ox-Shah's return, His Excellency thought that it was solely the continued presence 
of the Russian troops which was responsible for such movements and also for the 
disorders on the southern roads. i i 

‘Although it is doubtless an exaggeration to attribute the troubles in Fars to this 
cause, I adhere to my opinion that the maintenance of the Russian troops in the country 
makes for agitation, and I believe that the sooner the force stationed at Kazvin at Teast 
is recalled the greater the chance there will he of a return of order in the country. 
T reminded Hussein Kuli Khan of the statement made by Russian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to Persian chargé d'affaires (please refer to St. Petersburgh telegram 
No. 215 of the Ist September). In reply he stated that tho Medjliss would not accept 
the proposal for the free entry of motor-cars, which would place the entire control of 
tho traffic on the northern roads in the hands of Russia. 

1 fear from M. Poklewski’s present mood, and from M. O'Beirne’s recent telegrams, 
and in conjunction with the senseless anti-Russian agitation in the Persian press, that 
it would be probably very diflicult—should yon decide to take action at St. Petersburgh 
—to induce the Russian Government to abate their demands. It is, however difficult 
to reconcile these demands with the attitude taken up by Russian Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in April last (please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegrams Nos. 124 and 
127 of the 14th and 18th April respectively). Present Cabinet does not attach a 
subsidiary importance entirely to ono of them (your telegram No. 205 of the 4th July). 











(34505) No. 427. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


No. 377.) 
elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, 

PROPOSED loan to Persian Government on Crown jewel 

With reference to final paragraph of my telegram No. 374 of the 21st September, 
my attention has been «drawn by manager of Imperial Bank of Persia, ‘Tehran, to 
article 6 of tho Bank's concession by the terms of which bank is pledged to hold itself 
at the disposal of the Persian Government, for loans upon the security of such pledges 
‘as may be agreed upon between the two parties, 





September 23, 1910, 























(34509) No. 428. 
Sir G@, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 23.) 
(No, 202. 
(Delegraphie.) 2. Constantinople, September 23, 1910. 





SHBIKIL of Mohammorah and ‘Turkish authorities. 

Please see your telegram No. 281 of yesterday. 

‘The Sheikh of Mohammerah being a subject of the Persian Government, the 
objection which T see to making a communication to him as proposed is that the 
chauvinist element in Turkey would use it to try and show that our policy in Persi 
a kindred Asiatic country, is a grasping one, and to prove by distorting the facts as 
may seem necessary that we are pursuing a policy of aggressive penetration in the 
regions round the head of the Persian Gulf. 
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134511) No..429, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23,) 
(No. 265.) 


(Teles hie.) P. 

°ENBLOLRUSSIAN relations with Persia 

I saw M. Sazonow this afternoon and read to him your telegram No. 586 of the 
22nd September. 

The statement of your views seemed to cause is Hxcellency considerable 
disappointment, and he gave me to understand that the Russian Government had not 
changed their opinion, but still held the view which he had expressed to me on the 
14th instant and which I reported in my telegram No. 258 of that date. He said that 
it was impossible for Great Britain and Russia. to allow the Persian Government to 
flout them indefinitely. ‘The prestige of the two Powers in Asia was endangered by 
their continued acquiescence in such treatment. 

M. Sazonow said that, in deference to the opinion which you had expressed, he 
‘ould give up the idea of bringing joint pressure to bear on the Persian Government. 
whe Russian Government, however, would consider the question of exerting pressure 
on their own account, for instance, by forbidding the Persian Government to import 
munitions of war through the Caucasus. 

I pointed out how deplorable it would be if any action were taken which could 
give the impression that Great Britain and Russia were no longer working together in: 
close accord in Persia, M. Sazonow agreed heartily to this, but said that he considered 
that no such impression could be conveyed by the measure contemplated, as the 
Caucasus interested Russia alone. As to the general necessity for co-operation in 
Persia, M. Sazonow most emphatically concurred in what. I had said as regards the 
qnestion of the withdrawal of the Kazvin force, His Excellency said that in the 
present circumstances the force could not be withdrawn without giving the impression 
that Russia was yielding to pressure. He recognised that. it was impossible logically 
to defend the conditions which had been attached to the withdrawal, but at the samo 
time he made it evident that he did not see his way to abandon them, especially so 
Jong as the attitude of the Persian Government continued to be persistently and 
uncompromisingly hostile to Russia, 


St. Petersburgh, September 28, 1910, 


























[84512] No. 430, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 23) 

(No, 266.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

LOAN on security of Persian Crown jewels. 

Your telegram No. 588 of the 22nd September, 

Russian Government's delay in giving an answer was due, partly to the absence 
from St, Petersburgh of the Minister of Finance. M. Kokovtsoll has how returned to 
the capital, and I hope soon to have a reply from M, Sazonow. 





Petersburgh, September 23, 1910, 








(34407) No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 


31, 





(No. 278). 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 23, 1910, 

IMPERIAL Bank’s loan to Persian Government (seo St.’ Petersburgh. telegram 
No. 264 of the 22nd September 

Please give me your views, If Russian position is a8 stated, our lion on Caspian 
fisheries would also be in conflict with the bank’s concession if fisheries are regarded 
as State property. 

Teannot avoid causing unpleasant comment if I reply in this sense to the bank, 
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(84622) No, 432, 


ars) Si” & Barclay to Sir Bateard Grey.— (Received September 24) 
0, 378.) 

‘elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 24, 1910. 
PERSIAN Transport Company's roads. - 
With reference to your telegram No. 276 of the 2lst September. 

With regard to first point of your above-mentioned telegram, I think that, setting 
aside the question of the alleged lack of funds, disorders have made the construction 
of a road in Luristan, without a strong escort, impossible. The Kum-Ispahan road, 
however, has at times been free from disturbances, and work might perhaps have been 
carried ont on it. 

By last bag I forwarded copy of @ note from Persian Government disputing the 
Feavon put forward by company ye alla tp aonssist the noada eatiear there 
specified. 

With regard to the second point of your telegram, I am of opinion that the 
intervention of the legation would bo inadvisable tn view of the present attitude. of 
tho Medjliss, and likely rather to prejudice than to further the company’s negotiations, 

With regard to the third point, I would observe that the present manager is absent 
from Tchran, but Sir. Gordon, in a letter which I received from him when I was 
in London, corrected his previous statement and informed me that negotiations for 
extension of concession had not yet been begun by the company. 

ith regard to the fourth point, at the present moment district is very unsafe, 
and 1 am doubtful whether the Persian Government, even if it guaranteed safety, 
could ensure it, Tess than a year would suffice to carry out the work under safe 
conditions, 

With regard to the fifth point, no quid pro quo, I regret to say, suggests itself 
to mo, 

In conclusion, I would point out that the chances of obtaining an extension of the 
concession would not be improved if the company press for an increase of tolls, 





[84616] No. 433, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 24.) 


(No, 379.) 
(Telographie.) Bn ela 


‘ Vehiran, Soptomber 24, 1910. 
NASR-UL-MULK was elected Regent yesterday, 





(84505) No, 434. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 595.) 
(Velegraphic,) P. reign Office, September 24, 1910, 
PROPOSED loan by Imperial Bank to Persi 
Please seo ‘ohran telogram No, 37 of the 23rd September, 
You should point out to Russian Government that bank's concession reforred to is 
older than that of Russian Bank, and call their attention to article 6. 


2. 
[31310] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No, 159.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, September 24, 1910. 

I HAVE reovived Mr. Marling’s despatch No, 146 of the 7th ultimo, relative to the 
agreement concluded between Muin-ut-Tujjar and Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., in 
connection with the shipment of red oxide from the island of Hormuz, in making which 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, acted as Muin's aizents, 

‘These documents, the originals of which have been communicated to this Office 
Messrs, are three in number, the second and third. supplementary to the 
first, which is the main contract, The paper forwarded in Mr, Marfing’s despatch is a 
copy of the second supplementary agreement. 
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All three agreements bear, besides a Persian signature, those of Messrs, Ellin, 
and Andrew Weir. None of the agreements is on stamped paper, but the Persian 
signature is written in each case across a 6d. stamp. 

‘The Persian signature, which is very indistinctly written, appears to read: “On 
the part of Muhammad Riza Muin-ut-Tujjar. It is valid, Emin-ut-Tujjar 
Muhammad.” 

It is of course impossible for me to say how far these agreements are valid from a 
Persian point of view, but in English law they are not invalidated by the fact that they 
are drawn on unstamped paper, though the neglect to affix the proper stamps might 
expose the party tequiring to produce the documents in court to the payment of a 
penalty of 101. in each case; nor, in my opinion, would the fact that the Persian 
signature was not legalised at one of His Majesty's consulates of itself invalidate the 
document signed. ‘i 

Further, if the Persian signature was really written by Emin-ut-Tujjar on Muin's 
etal and if this fact is acknowledged by the latter, the signature is valid according to 

English law, 
re Mr. Martin Ellinger was consulted on this point in the course of a visit recently 
paid by him to this Office, and stated that Muin has repeatedly acknowledged the 
validity of the agreements in correspondence which ean be produced, and that he has, 
moreover, received sums of money and shipped oxide under their terms. If this be the 
case, Muin is, in English law, estopped from denying the authenticity of the signature, and, 
even if not, there might bo a question whether Messrs, Ellinger, being entitled to actas his 
agents, could not bind him by their signature in that eapacity, and, further, whether 
th were not liable to Messrs, Weir for having warranted the agreements to be signed 
by Mu 
a garde: Marling’s contention that the second supplementary agreement 
releases Muin from any responsibility towards Messrs, Weir iu tho event of his. being 
prevented by any action of the Persian Government from supplying the oxide in 
accordance Wi terms of the main agreement, I haye to observe that, in m 
rst article of this instrument only has this effect in the event of such 
action being unjustifiable, and does not invalidate a claim against by him by Messrs, Weir 
and Ellinger in the event of proof being forthcoming that he had in fact no right to 
touch the oxide at all, and was guilty of fraud in making the contract, 
Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 





(34628) No, 436. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived September 25.) 
(No. 380.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Gulahiek, September 25, 1910. 
COLL company’s proposed loan to Persian Government. 
With reference to my telegram No. 343 of the 28th August, following are 
proposals now put forward by Persian Government :— 


A loan of 500,000L., at 92, at G per cent., secured as a second charge on southern 
toms and telegraphs and also on the Persian Government's shares in tho oil and 
mining company 

With regard to question raised in your telegram No. 250 of 23rd August, which 
is hereby revived, I can only point out that after the service of our Government, and 
Imperial Bank of Persia's debts, and the quasicfixed charges have beon mot (and His 
Majesty's Government have agreed with Russia that this latter should be mado a 
permanent charge on the customs), the surplus of the southern customs, at the present 
level of customs receipts, must remain an illusory security pending the extinction of 
the bank's debt, or, at least, the reduction of that debt to the suin which the charter 
allows. It makes little practical difference therefore, as regards seourity immediately 
available for the eventual joint loan by the two Governments, whother or not the 
southern customs are affected as security to the oil company's loan. 

In the event of the Persian Government making an application to us, and until 
the attitude of the Medjliss changes, I think such a development most unlikely, it will 
be rather to the mint profits than to the customs that we shall in any case have 
wo tun, 

(1738) 4G 
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‘The private flotation which the Strathcona group contemplate will, T presume, 
make it possible to provide against the danger foreshadowed in your telegram No. 269 
of the 15th September of any part of the loan falling into foreign hands. 











[34629] No, 437, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 25.) 

(No. 381.) 

(Telegraphic.) _P. Gulahek, September 25, 1910. 

RUSSIAN Minister tells me following -— 

Governor of Ardebil, who had collected a force of 1,000 men to disarm Shahsevans: 
has been defeated by that tribe 5 miles from Ardebil. Patt of his force joined the 
Shahsevans, and pari were made prisoners. A few escaped with the governor to 
Ardebil, leaving all arms and ammunition in the hands of the rebels. Russian 
Miniator says that had it not been for the Russian troops nothing could have opposed 
the Shahsevans, who would once more have looted the town, and Shabsevans are also 
looting properties of Russian subjects in Karajadagh and in other places in the north. 











Confidential.) 

M. Poklowski has expressly requested me to telegraph above. He appeared to 
foar that we ware too optimistic about the security of Northern Persia. I reminded 
him that Thad nover urged that Russian troops should be immediately withdrawn 
from district in question. 








(34630) No, 438, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey 





(Received September 25.) 





(No, 382.) 
(Welegraphic,) R. 
IMPERIAL Bank's proposed loan to Persia. 
My tolegeam No, 377 of the 23rd Soptomber crossed Mr, O'Beirne’s telegram 
No, 261 of the 22nd September ed to-day. 
Tconsider further observations from ine unnecessary. 


Tehran, Septembor 25, 1910. 




















[84684] No. 439. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward (Iteceived September 26.) 
(No, 159.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 29, 1910. 








T HAVE now rec 
enclosing copy of ade 
tho latter presonts the rejoinder of the 
the Vali of Bussorah. 

T venture to submit that these despatches, of which copies have already reached 

‘ou from Bushire, furnish a complete vindication of the sheikh, at least, as regards the 
theidents connected with the bombardment of Zain by the Vali of Bussorab, and show 
that the sheikh acted throughout with moderation, and was, moreover, entirely 
amenable to the advice of the British representatives. ‘In these cireumstances, I see no 
reason why the bestowal of the decoration which it has been decided to confer upon 
him, and the assurances which it was the intention of His Majesty's Government to 
give him, but y held. in. suspense pending the receipt of full information 
respecting the ident, should be any longer withheld. 

Colonel Cox makes out a’strong caso against Nazif Bey, the Vali of Bussorah, who 
is clearly hostile to our interests inthe Gulf, aud I share Colonel Cox’s difficulty in 
understanding Lowther’s telegram No. 94) that 
Nazif Boy's prosen of the river. Had it not been for 
the sheikh’s corre action might well have 
een followed by a serious Arab ris certain that in his forward po 
Nazif Bey was acting on his own it might be desirable to i 
Constantinople on his removal, but it seems more than possible that his attitude is 


1d Lie Colonel Cox's despatch No. 40 of the 16th June, 
acting consul at Mohammerah, in which 


rah to the allegations of 
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dictated from Constantinople, in which case a demand for his removal would be a 
much more serious matter, and His Majesty's Government may think it etter to treat 
the recent incident as closed, rather than run the risk of precipitating the opening up 
‘of graver questions than that of the dismissal of an objectionable vali. 

Mr. Consul Crow must have been labouring under a misapprehension as to the 
attitude of His Majesty's Government towards the Sheikh of Mchammerah when he 
aunounced his intention to Lieutenant Wilson of pressing for means to be supplied to 
the vali to bring about a day of reckoning with the sheikh, and I submit that he 
might with advantage be furnished confidentially with a copy of the assurances which 
it is now proposed to give to the sheikh. 

T venture to hope that the action of His Majesty’s acting consul at Mchammerah, 
as reported in the memorandum enclosed in his despatch to Colonel Cox of tho 
Ath June, will be found to merit an expression of your entire approval. 

Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 











[34686] No, 440. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 


(No. 161.) 
Sir, Gulalick, August 30, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting despatch from 
His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz, in which Mr. Ranking reviews in a lucid manner 
the causes Of the present situation existing between the Kashgais and the Bakht 

With regard to the final paragraph of Mr, Ranking’s despatch, in the absence of 
any confirmatory evidence I do not attach any importance to the idea, which appears to 
be prevalent sinong the inhabitants of Ispahan, that Soulet-ed-Dowleh is indirectly 
receiving encouragement from the Russians. 






T have, &¢. 
G. BARCLAY. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 440, 


Consul Ranking to Mr. Marling. 


(No, 108/18.) 

Sir, Alcaz, Auguet 18, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of this office despateh, dated the 

1ath August, 1910, to the address of the political resident in the Persian Gulf, 

Bushire. 





Thave, &e. 
J, RANKING, Lieutenant, T.A. 


————————— 


Enclosure 2 in No, 440, 


Consul Ranking to Conaul-General Coz, 
(No. 107/25.) 
Sir, Alweas, supa 18, 1910. 

IN view of the present situation existing between tho Kashgais snd tho 
Bakhtiaris, it may be of interest to review the causes, which have apparently given rise 
to it, together with its various phases up to date. 

First of all, the internal relations of the Bakhtiaris themselves have been one of the 
predisposing catises of the present situation. . 

Tn the winter of 1908, when, the Haji Tikhani and the Ikhani families were at 
loggerheads, and it appeared possible that they might come to blows, the then weaker 
Gh, the Haji Lkheni family, allied themselves to the Soulet-ed-Dowleh, (Kashi), 
the Sardar Mulitesham giving one of his daughters in marriage to the Soulet’s ton, and 
the Soulet giving one of his daughters to Ali Reza Khan, son of Sardar 
Mubtesham. 
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‘These two, namely the Soulet and the Sardar Muhtesham, in the spring of 1909 
ni 


exchanged sealed Korans, stating in general terms their friendship and promises of 
assistance. 


After which the Soulet gave out openly that he was at one with the Haji. Hkhani 





family. 

iterate manera elame year, after the capture of Tehran, the appoint- 
ment of the Sardar Assad (Bakhtiari) to the post of Minister of the Interior, together 
with the general predominance of the Bakhtiaris, appears to have roused the Soulet’s 
Jealousy, the outcome of which was no doubt the anti-Bakhtiari ent proposed in 
February 1910 between the Vali of Pushti Kuh, the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and the 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and the ultimate form w this agreement took, which has been 
elsewhere reported, 

Another cause is the presence with the Soulet of Gharib Khan, who, on getting 
into hot-water with the Bakhtiaris, fled to the Soulet, who took up his cause, which he 
has championed latterly most warmly, almost to the extent of making it a casus belli 
with the Bakhtiaris, demanding that whatever has been taken from him should be 
returned, 

Hussein Kulli Khan-i-Falardi (mentioned below) is a Bakhtiari subject, who, about 
six months ago, fell out with his superior chief and fled to the Soulet. 

On his wishing to return after the mission on which he had been sent he was made 
prisoner by the Sardar-i-Zaffer and kept in Chighakhor, which the Soulet considers an 
affront to himself, ‘The last and latest of the causes is the looting of the Larraki— 
a sub-tribe of Turks living in Bakhtiari territory—about the beginning of July by the 
Soulet’s men, and a counter-raid by the Larraki in reprisal. 

Now with regard to the various phases of the situation, 

Narly in July the Sardar Zaffer arrived in Bakhtiariland, it is said armed with the 
penis of his superiors to attack the Soulet, and a general mobilisation was ordered 
forthwith, resulting in the collection at Chighakhor of a force of about 1,000 sowars and 
300 infuntry of the Jellali regiment; while, on the other hand, the Soulet is reported to 
have mobilised a force of some 3,000 horse and foot. 

About the end of July rumours were most persistent that a collision had occurred 
between the opposing forces, but apparently nothing more serious oceurred than the 
exchange of shots by some Bakhtiaris going to Chighakhor with some Kashgais, who 
had entrenched themselves at Tmam Kuis, near the Bakhtiari-Kashgai frontier. 

At the same time that these hostile demonstrations were going on, pourparlers 
were being exchanged by the two parties, 

In July a party of four mollahs and akhunds, numbering among them Nazim- 
ul-[slam (Agha Nejofi's right-hand man) and Mirza Mehdi Daulatabadi, went from 
Iypaban to try and arrange some terms with the Soulet, who also sent in an envoy (by 
name Mirza Mehdi Khan, Mu ul-Mamalek) to talk matters over. Another mission, 
under Hussein Kulli Khat lardi, was also sent by the Soulet to the Bakhtiari 

at Chighakhor, This mission was met, and conciliatory messages were exchanged 
between the two sides, who, however, during the pourparlers, did not abate in the 
slightost their strenuous efforts to mobilise their forces. 

Turther, early in August, A. Lutfi and A, Iskandar, Ahmed: Khusroi chiefs, who 
had been sent to the Soulet by the Bakhtiari chiefs at Chighakhor, returned, and it was 
then reported on credible authority that they bad arranged terms which were similar to 
those arranged by the Sardar Ashjan and the Muavin-ul-Mamalek, viz., the Bakhtiaris 
to have a free hand in Ispaban and district and the Soulet ditto in Fars, and, on proof 
of theft: by Kashgais, stolen property to be returned or compensated for. 

‘The Soulet’s force occupying Imam Kais is said to number not more than 300 
men, while the Bakhtiari force in the vicinity and at Godar-i-Kabk numbers 500 men, 
under the command of Murteza Kulli Khan, Sultan Ali Khan, aud Mehdi Kulli Khan, 
.. The latest news with regard to the situatiou is that the Bakhtiaris have been 
joined by the Zaigham-ed-Dowleh, brother of the Soulet, with a small force of sowars, 


while the Soulet is said to have enlisted in his cause a number of Boir Ahmad Kuhgilus, 
under Mollah Kobad. 
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He further went on to say that the Soulet was only acting thus with the tacit 
approval of the Haji Ukhani family, and asked for orders as to how he was to 
Prodt will be noticed that Lutf Ali Khan, AmiciMufakham, has not joined the 
kh tari f Pee es, A 
gr night (17th) an answer was received from ‘Tehran forbidding a collision with 
the Kashgai forees, which telegram was sent out by galloper this morning to 
Ganduman, while on’ the afternoon of the 17th the following persons were sent to 
the Bakhtiari and Soulet’s camps to try and arrange term 


‘To Bakhtiari.—Sheikh Habibullah, Muin-us-Shariych and Sadr-ul-Ulema, 
To Soulet.—Seyyid Siraj-ud-Din and Seyyid Nasir. 


ing it would appear that the members of the Haji Hkbani family 
od the Borde heal eo ooo sto gh, Dut it is unfortunate that the Sardar-i« 
Zalfer is present in Bakhtiariland at, the | present juncture, as his presence is not 
conducive either to the pacific settlement of the’quostion with the Kashgais, or 
the furtherance of internal peace between the members of the two familigs, the 
ji Hkhani and the Tkhani. 

Basaran acranieanepc: an idea which appears prevalent here 
among Persians, which is thatthe Soulot was instigated fo take up his, piosent 
attitude by the Sipahdar to be a counterpoise to the Bakhtiari power, and that the 
Sipahdar, in his turn, receives his mot d'ordre from the Russians. 


Thave, &¢. 
J, RANKING, Lieutenant, IA. 











[34688] No, 441. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 


Ge asia a Gulahiek, August 31, 1910. 

” WITH reference to my telegram No, 178 of the 19th April last, T havo the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz forwarding, 
copy and translation of an undated agreement entered into by Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the 
Sheikh of Mobammerah, and the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, 

Tam, &eo. 
G. BARCLAY. 


closure | in No. 441. 








Consul Ranking to Mr. Marling. 


ge a Ahwaz, August 17, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy in Persian of the agreement, 

entered into by the Soulet-ed-Dowleb, the Sheikh of Mchammerab, and tho Vali of 
Pusht-i-Kuh, together with a rough translation of the same. ae 

Tt will be noticed that the agreement is undated and unplaced, but it appears to 

ime probable that it was drawn up in Mohammerah in the month of February or the 

ing of March, when emissaries from both the Soulet-ed-Dowleh and the Vali of 

‘uh were in Mohammerah ; the emissary from the former being the Soulet’s 

Munshi-Bashi and that of the latter being Kaid Hiyat Kulli Khan, as reported to the 

politcal resident, Busire, in my despatch of th 27th February, 1610 
ave, 8c, 
J, RANKING, Lieutenant, LA. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 441. 2 


Agreement between Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Sardar-i-Ashayir ; Muiz-es-Saltana, Sardar Arfa; 
and Gholam Reza Khan, Sardar Ashraf. 
(Rough translation.) 
Clause 1.—As the protection of their country is the duty of all Persians, we 
atriots, considering it our duty, have entered into an agreement to protect. the 
integrity of Persia, faultlessly and to the full extont of our ability and the power which 
tho Almighty has given us. 

Clause. 2.—We will essay that the constitution be perfected and made permanent, 
and we will faithfully do our best until such a time as a proper constitution is 
permanently established in Persia, 

Clause 3—As peaco and quiet is the country’s greatest need, we patriots have 
therefore agreed, each in his own district, to ensure peace and quiet, so that the safety 
of trade, both foreign and internal, and’ good relations with foreign powers may be 
assured, so that both foreign and Persian subjects may live at ease, and so that the 
officers of State may be able with easy minds to use their best endeavours for the 
establishment of the constitution and the protection of the integrity of Persia, 

Clause 4.—As this agreement has for its object the integrity of the State and the 
establishment of all that may be necessary for constitutional Government, therefore 
those of the nobility and chiefs of Persia, who hold the same opinion and with all 
sincerity wish to becomo partners to this ‘agreement, will be received by us with all 
honour tind respect into this society of associates. 

Clause 5.—The partners to this agreement are agreed as far as it is possible 
faithfully to protect each other's honour, position, and interests: 

Clavise 6,—The associates to this agreement hereby proclaim that they consider 
and have vonstituted themselves the protectors and stewards of the Medjliss, so that 
from now onwards the members of tho said Medjliss may know that they have powerful 
supporters, so that fearlessly and untroubled they may give expression to their 
opinions for the good of the country and constitution, and may not fail in the execution 
of their dutios, moreover, that should they know anybody to be an intriguer or biassed 
they may fearlessly let ws, know, and on proof of the truth of the assertion wo will 
removo them, and we patriots consider it our bounden duty to uphold the Medjliss. 


SOULE-ED-DOWLEH, Sardar-i-Ashayir. 
MUIZ-ES-SALTANA, Sardar Arfa (Sheikh of Mohammerah), 
GHOLAM REZA KHAN, Sardar Ashraf (Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, 
















































No. 442, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Kdward 


(No. 165, Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 3, 1910, 

LHAVE the honour to state that, upon receipt of your despatch No, 120 of the 
20th July last, F did not fail to request His Majesty's eonsul-general at Bushire to report 
as to the origin of a rumour that the action of the Bakhtiari guards in the Anglo-Persiau 
Oil Company's camp had caused the company to shut down operations, 

Tam now informed by Colonel Cox that the report in question did refer to the 
ovourrences alluded to by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in their letter to you of the 
Ist July: last (seo enclosure No. 1 in your despatch No. 107 of the 4th July), and 
that, although peremptory orders telegraphed by Sardar Assad, on Mr, Marling’s 
represontations, had a salutary effect, yet there was good reason to believe that at the 
time the position at the camp was more serious and significant than would appear from 
the above-mentioned letter from the company: 

Colonel Cox adds that the present attitude of the company seems to be connected 
swith local dissensions among their European employés, and it would only revive and 
encourage these difliculties on the spot if he were to pursue the matter officially now. 

I therefore concur in Colonel Cox's suggestion, and venture to hope that the 
question may be allowed to drop so far as the company is concerned, and that no 
communication need be addressed to them, at all events for the present. 

Colonel Cox is sending a report by post, when I shall have the honour to address 
‘you again on the subject. 


[84690] 


red September 26,) 






































Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 
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No. 443. 


134691) 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received September 26.) 


Sir, Gulahek, September 8, 1910. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herein, with reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram 
No. 286 of the 13th July, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at 
Mohammerah, enclosing copies of correspondence with the Persian Foreign Office 
agent onthe subject ofthe Anglo-Persian Oil Company's barges on tho Upper Karun. 
ve, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 





Enclosure 1 in No, 443. 


Acting Consul Wilson to Mr. Marling. 
No. 739/60.) 
Sir, Mohammerah, July 16, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 45 and to your telegram No, 47 on tho 
subject of the oil company’s barges, I have the honour to enclose copies of correspondence 
‘on the subject which I have had with the local authorities. 

2, The arrangement which I made with the sheikh was that he should formally 
communicate the objections of the Karguzar to his son, the deputy governor at Nasiri, 
Dut should at the same time send him private orders not to resist the oil company's 
agents by force should they insist on disobeying his orders and proceed to take the’ 
barges above the rapids. ‘This arrangement was carried out satisfactorily, the sheikh, 
in.addition, replying to the Karguzar's prohibition by saying that if it was desired that 
he should use force against the company he must have a statement to that effect from 
the Karguzar, who would be responsible. This the Karguzar refused to give, 

3. It is too soon yet to say how far the oil company’s action will be resented 
Jocally, but I anticipate no such feeling. 

Thave, &e, 
A 

















. WILSON, Lieutenant, L.A. 





Enclosure 2 in No, 443, 


Acting Consul Wilson to the Karguzar of Avabislan. 
(‘Translation.) 
(After compliments.) Mohammerah, sJuly 9, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that three barges of 30 tons each have arriv 

for the oil company for the purpose of their concession, 
Since the Muin has found himself unable to lease to the company his barges on 
upper river, which, in any case, do not suffice for the company’s work and aro 
led by the weight of the iron, and since there are no other barges available, the 
company has no option but to take the above barges above the rapids for use in 
connection with their oil launch, 

T cannot supposé that, since the oil launch is useless without barges, the Imperial 
Persian Government will raise any objection in this matter, but 1 shall apply for their 
sanction through the legation. 

Tn the meanwhile, however, since the work of the company is urgent and brooks 
of no delay, no barges at all being available, we are obliged to take the barges across 
the rapide 6 once, and would bog you to notify the Persian local guthorllios accordingly, 
let it not be that any opposition he raised at Nasiri 

‘The barges will leaye Mohammerah the day after to-morrow. 

Thave, & 
A. 'T, WILSON, 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 443, 
‘The Karguzar of Mohammerah to Acting Consul Wilson. 


(Translation.) Mohammerah, July 11, 1910. 

YOUR letter of the 9th July regarding barges received, and its contents duly 
noted. 

In accordance with your request, I have notified the local Government, who have 
replied that the Karguzar must say definitely what the company's rights are in this 
matter. It is plain that I cannot do this without permission. I have applied for this 
to the Central Government, You havo no doubt referred this to your fegation, and 


HUSSEIN. 


decision will be communicated before long. 


Enclosure 4 in Nov 443. 


Acting Consul Wilson to the Karguzar of Mohammerah. 
(Translation,) 
(After compliments.) Mohammerah, July 11, 1910. 
IN reply to your letter of to-day regarding the barges which the oil company 
wish to take above the rapids, Lhave the honour to inform you that the said barges 
loft for Nasiri to-day after midday. I have mentioned the matter by wite to the 
Jogation, and they will no doubt discuss the matter with the Persian Foreign Office. 
But you aro aware, no doubt, that the negotiations will take some time, and the 
company's work is urgent, and if they ate delayed great loss will accrue to them, 
‘horeforo, I havo tald the company to take the barges above the rapids at once ; if in 
tho ond permission is not obtained by the legation from the Foreign Office, I undertake 
to tako the barges below the rapids again. ‘ 
T would ask you to be s0 good as to inform the local Government of this. Let not 
anyone stop them in Ni But if, God forbid, they are provented from taking the 
barges above the rapids, the Imperial Persian Government will be responsible for all 
damage and loss eaused thereby to tho oil company, and you are no doubt.aware that 
the said lossos would amount to a very large sum. 














(Usual complimentary ending.) 


A. 'T. WILSON. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 443. 





The 





Karguzar of Mohammerah to Acting Consul Wilson. 


(After compliments.) Mohammerah, July 12, 1910 (Rajah 5, 1328). 

YOUR roply to mny letter of yesterday arrived last night, and I sent it in original 
to the local authorities, and though they have replied as before, T must of course repeat 
shut the: tildug the. borgee Niove We capios, which ie reacted Yor Persian vesssla, 
depends on tho order of the Central Government, and this is known to you and to me, 
and the Karguzar and the local Government cannot go beyond this. In this case, it 
would have been better if the company had obtained leave before importing the barges, 
‘and had not sent them from Mohammerah until leave was given, to avoid trouble. In 
any case, I have sent @ second telegram to ‘Tebran, and it is plain that a reply will 
shortly be received, but as the barges will reach Nasiri to-day, it is well that you 











should telegraph to them not to take them to the Upper Karun pending the receipt of 
a reply. 
(Usual complimentary ending.) 


HUSSEIN. 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 448. 


Persian Foreign Office to the Karguzar of Mohammerah. 


(ranslation.) July 12, 1910. 
REGARDING the barges the company wish to bring, as the Muin las Teased his 

Barges to the company through the agenoy of the Muin-ut-Tajjar, tell the consul at 

‘once that to put the barges on the river is improper. 






Enclosure 7 in No. 443. 


The Karguear of Mohammerah to Acting Consul Witeon. 


(Translation.) Mohammorah, July 13, 1910 (Rajab 6, 1328) 

I HAVE the honour to enclose in original (vide aa a aes "trom Me 
Foreign Office in regard to the barges which the company wish to bring. Please 
note its contents and return it, It is plain that, in aecordanco with my” previo. 
request, you should telegraph to Nasiri for them not to put tho bargos across the rapids, 

HUSSEIN. 











Enclosure § in No, 443, 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Kargusar of Mohammerah. 


(Translation.) Mohammerah, July 13, 1910. 
IN reply to your leter of the Oth Rojab (13th July) I havo the honour to stato 
that the Persian Foreign Office is in error. ‘The Muin-ut-Pujjar has not leased any 
barges to the company, and has refused, demanding an exorbitant sum, and would not 
agree to more than fifteen days. Tt is plain that the company cannot lease any. barges 
but their own, and, in consequence, are compelled to take thir barges across the rapids 
at once, Tt iS obvious that if the Muin's bargos were to bo hived by the oil company 
none would remain for the merchandise of Shuster, and this would be very bad for 
British and Persian merchants, 
A. 'T. WILSON, 


er 
Enclosure 9 in No. 443. 
The Karguear of Mohammerah to Acting Consul Wilson, 
(Cranslation.) Mohammerah, July 13, 1910 (Rajab 6, 1328), 
IN reply to your lettr of to-day, T must briefly say that the Kargusar must accep 
and obey the orders of the Central Government, and accept them as correct. It is 


unnecessary for me to enter into a detailed discussion, but if fresh orders aro received 
they will at once be given effect to. 








HUSSEIN. 
Enolosure 10 in No, 448, 
oe ca) Acting Consul Wilson to Mr, Marling. 
S % Moh igaenio: 
YOUR ‘elegram No. 47. ammerah, July 15, 1910. 


My telegram No. 45. 


Two barges placed on Upper Karun to-day. ‘Third will bo placed lator, when 
convenient. 






——— 
(1738) 4 
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[34692] No, 444. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived September 26.) 


ir, Gulahek, September 5, 1910. 

"TN his despatch No. 154, Very Confidential, of the 11th ultimo, Mr. Marling had 
occasion, when reporting on the German Minister's attempt at mediation between the 
Government and the Fedais, to mention the part played by a secretary of the Turkish 
Embassy in the abortive negotiations. 

‘Tnow haye the honour to report that I learn on unquestionable authority that the 
‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs has severely reprimanded the seeretary in question, 
by name Vassyk Bey, a5 well as the Turkish vico-consul who accompanied him, and 
that, in addition, he has retarded their promotion from their present ranks for a period 
of five years as a punishmes 

In view of the influential connections that Vassyk Bey is reported to have in 
Constantinople, the severity of his punishment is the more noticeable. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


(No, 167.) 
B 





(34693) No. 445. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received September 26.) 


(Mo. 108, Vary Confidential.) 
ir, Gulahek, September 5, 1910. 
SINCE my return from leave on the 18th ultimo there has been nothing calling 
for special record in the political situation at Tehran, where the new Cabinet appears 
for the moment to be working harmoniously. ‘The Medjliss is busy discussing. the 
engagement of foreign assistants, but its deliberations are secret, and I have not been 
able to obtain any authoritative information. As reported in my telegram No. 339 of 
tho 25th August, my Russian colleague and T delivered on the 24th August to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs tho friendly and unofficial advice of the two Powers to 
apply for the loan of foreign assistants to the ininor States rather than to the great 
Powors, and a day or two later, on recoipt of your telegram No. 258 of the 27th August, 
Lsupplemonted this advico with « further recommendation to ask for French-Swiss in 
the event of its being decided to engage Swiss citizens. 

T regret to have to report that the Persian Government seems as far as ever from 
bringing the Medjligs to show those marks of good will to Russia which are demanded 
by the Russian Minister as a condition for the withdrawal of the Russian troops. As 
‘you are awaro, the conditions for the withdrawal of the Kazvin force are :— 


J, ‘Tho prolongation of a copper mining concession in Azerbaijan, which it is. 


contended the disorders in the district have made it impossible to work during the 
period for which the conees nally granted ; 
2, The free entry of a number of automobiles for running on the Russian roads. 


Thave lost no opportunity of pressing upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs the 
expediency of exerting himself with the Medjliss in favour of these demands, but I 
cannot see that [have mae auy impression. It is the demand for the free entry of 
automobiles which is the real stumbling-block, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

ding that it will throw all the traffic on the northern roads into Russian hands, 
‘4 contention to which most unfortunately some colour has recently been given by the 
ill-advised action of the managers of the Julfa~Tabreez road. On this road a number 
of automobiles are now running, having been allowed through the customs, the 
question of payment of .¢ left in suspense, Since their introduction, the 
managers have put in force a number of vexatious regulations for traffic other than. 
that of automobiles, with the evident object of killing competition, I have pointed out 
to M. Poklewski how vory ill-advised such action is at this moment, and I believe he is 
doing his best to induce the management to repair its blunder, but the harm has been 
dono} complaints have appeared in the press, and the feeling aroused will make it 
doubly difficult for the Minister for Foreign Affairs to obtain the Medjliss’s consent to 
the Russian Mix demands. 

In the provinces intorest has centred in the movements of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, chief 
of the Kashgai, who has for several weeks been in negotiations with certain of the 
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tly of 
1¢ Central 


while STAIR, his 
jovernment, 


owing to the intemperate folly of Sardar Zafer, threatened to assume very formidable 
proportions involving hostilities between the two branches of the tribe, but fortunately 
the strenuous and united exertions from Tehran of Sardar Assad and Samsam-es- 
Sultaneh of the one branch and of Sardar Muhtesham of the other in favour of peace 
have apparently borne fruit, for latest advices point to some kind of reconciliation, 
‘Theso dissonsions havo prevented any operations against the Kashgai, but Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh, whoso negotiations with Ispakiin seem to have proved abortive, and who, it 
was one time feared, was meditating a coup de main on Ispahan, is reported to have 
retired to Abadah. 

In Fars there is no improvement to record. The Firuzabad route is open between. 
Bushire and Shiraz, but the postal road between these two places and between Shiraz 
and Ispahan is closed, Ain ed Dowleh hi been appointed & wernor-General, but has 
not yet started from ‘Tohran, I have intimated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
privately that Iam empowered to make stronger representations than auy I have yet 
iade about the state of the southern roads, but that Lam deferring doing so for a 
while as I do not wish to embarrass the new Government more than I can help, but 
that it would be well to make the most of the respite by losing no time in sending a 
really strong governor to Shiraz. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(34694) No. 446, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.— (Received September 26.) 
(No. 169.) 
ir, Gulahel, September 6, 1910. 

WITH reference to my telegram No 352 of yesterday, I have the honour to 
transmit a translation of the Persian Government's answer to tho joint note from the 
two legations of the 7th (20th) May, which explained our attitude as regards concessions 
in Persia which might affect adversely our political or strategic interests. 

‘Pho Persian note, while it assures us generally that the Persian Government will 
not take steps which would be contrary to courtesy, friendship, and good relations,” 
‘and states that it has no thought at present of granting to foreigners concessions of tho 
Kind indicated in our joint note, proceeds to undo the good effect of these assurances 
by reserving in veiled but hardly mistakable language the Persian Government's 
freedom to act as they like in the matter. If we had allowed it to stand, we could 
scarcely have left it unanswered, and our reply might well have provoked further 
jnterference from Germany, My Russian colleague and I therefore thought. it right to 
return it to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, as you are ayare, had been advised 
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Fepeatedly by the two legations to leave our joint note unanswered, and had, moreovéh, 
Promised Mr. Marling not to send a reply without further discussion with the two 
representatives. 

We returned the two notes—identic communications addressed to each legation— 
yesterday afternoon, The two dragomans, who handed them to Hussein Kuli Khan 
with a covering note, of which I enclose a copy, stating at the samé time verbally that 
our joint note of the 7th 20th) May required no answer, as it merely conveyed @ 
Swarning as to the consequence of Persia's failure to comply with the legitimate desire 
therein expressed by the two neighbouring Powers which had always been animated 
by feelings of good-will towards Persia, 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who seemed greatly surprised at the return of 
the notes, declared that he considered the wording absolutely satisfactory, and laid 
arent aes on the paragraph relating to the Persian Governments reslvo to take no 
Step contrary to tho friendship and good relations existing between us, and to the 
Porsian Government's having no thought for the present of granting concessions of 
the nature in question to any foreigners, 

‘The dragomans drew his attention to the words “for the present,” as well as to 
the portions dwelling on the obligation of the Persian Government to protest it 
independence and rights of freedom which, in the circumstances, seemed to detrace 
from tho otherwise satisfactory nature of the note, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affaics 
argued the matter at groat length, but the dragomans, after having reminded him that 
tho two representatives had repeatedly urged him not’ to send any roply at all to the 
Joint note of tho 7th (20th) May, left the notes with him and retired, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 446, 


Hussein Kuli Khan to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Dranslation,) 
‘our Excelleney, ptember 3, 1910 (28 Shaaban, 1328). 

IN reply to the note dated 10 Jemadi-ul-Avval, 1828, equivalent to the 7th (20th) 
May, 1910, signed by Mr, Marling, British chargé d'affaires, and his Excellency tho 
Rossin Minister, and containing the explanations as to the fiual paragraph of the note 
of 26 Robbi-ul-Avval, 1328 (th April, 1910), 1 have the lhouour to say that my 
Govermnent has always upheld and maintained the friendly relations avd cordiel 
friondship which fortunately havo been historical between this Government and the 
Government of Great Britain—relations which we value and respect to the utmost, 
And it is obyious that wo will not agree on any account to the taking of steps which 
would bo contrary to courtesy, friendship, and good relations between us 

Although the Persian Government has at present no thought of granting to 
foreigners the kind of concessions mentioned in the note roferred to above, and oven 
profers to rotain thom for itself, I must draw your Exeellency’s attention to. the 
Following point:— 


‘Tho Persian Government is obliged to protect its independence and the undoubted 
rights of freedom possessed by this country. In view of the declarations always, so 
justly made by His Majesty's Government regarding non-interference in Persing 
affairs, and the observance of this country’s independence, the utmost confidence is fale 
that this view will always be loyally confirmed and upheld, and that no representation 
will bo mado which is in contradiction with it, 
Tavail, &e. 
HUSSEIN KULI. 
————————— 


Enclosure 2 in No. 446, 


Joint Note communicated to Hussein Kuli Khan. 


M, le Ministre, Le 4 septembre, 1910, 
NOUS soussignés, Ministros de Grande-Dretagne et de Russie, avons Thonneur, 
selon Tes instructions de nos deux -Gouvernements, de ronvoyer sous ce pli h votre 
Excellence les notes identiques que vous nous avez adressées lo 28 Shaaban, 1328, 
Nous saisissons, & 
G. BARCLAY. 
8. POKLEWSKLKOZIELL. 
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(84696) No. 447. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived September 26.) 
Wo. 171.) 


Sir, Gulahek, September 6, 1910, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 166 of the 3rd September, I have the hononr 
to transmit copy of a despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerah 
enclosing correspondence between the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's agents and His 
Majesty's consulate, regarding a claim which the agents request that I should present 
fo the Persian Government for loss due tothe delng tothe ‘company's operations which 
they allege has resulted through the Persian Government's refusal to consent to the 

lacing of the company’s barges on the Upper Karun. It will be noticed that whereas 
Mcesrs: Loyd, Scott and Company estimate the losr suerod by the company at 5002 
per diem, Lieutenant Wilson states in his reply that the company’s operations have 
suffered no delay. : ; 

In these circumstances, I have instructed Lieutenant Wilson to inform Messrs. 
Uloyd, Scott and Company that I, as at present advised, cannot see my way to present 
the claim to the Persian Government, pat 

have, &e. 


G. BARCLAY. 


Enelosure 1 No, 447. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Mr. Marling. 


Sir, Mohammerah, July 21, 1910. 

I HAVIN the honour to forward for your information, dated the 18th July, copy 
of aletter which T have received from Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, managing agents of the 
Anglo-Porsian Oil Company (Limited), on the subject of th placing of barges by them 

the Upper Karun, together with my reply thereto, : 
OO, Tnthis connection T would invita Yloranse to my No, 780/000f the 10th instant 
on this subject. , 

Unless something unforeseen occurs, or the Persian Governinent take very stron 
and determined action, it seems improbablo that any further hindraneo will be placed 
in the company’s way in the matter. I satisfied myself on the oceasion of m: to 
Nasiri (18th to 20th July) that local opinion is entirely indifferent on the question, and 

ition is likely to be aroused here. 
sia : Thave, &e. , 
A. 'P, WILSON, Lieutenant, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 447. 
Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Company (Limited) to Acting Consul Wileon. 


Sir, Arabistan, Mohammerah, July 18, 1910. 
WE havo the honour, in amplification of our letter to, you of the 17th Juno, to 
request you to place the following arguments before His Britannic Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, as reasons why this company should receive permission from the Persian 
Government to place and use its own barges on the Upper Karun, ? 
Since the 16th June, that is, since the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s barges lad to be given up, 
and for over a month, this company’s transport work on the Upper Karun has been 














310 


suffer through the worst of the hot weather months for lack of an adequate and 
uncontaminated water supply. ‘The company’s pipe line scheme, upon which the 
company's development to a revenue producing stage entirely depends, has been 
disorganised, and a numerous European staff on pipe line work has been thrown into a 
state of idleness, whilst the company is losing heavily through having to pay salaries 
and wages for which no recompensing work is being done. Many other important 
schemes, all of which wore dependent on full and free transport facilities on the Upper 
Karun, are delayed, and cannot be brought to completion, at very great loss to the 
company. 

Under article 14 of this company’s concession “the Imperial Persian Government 
binds itself to take all necessary measures to secure the carrying out of the objects 
of this concession.” By refusing the company permission to place its barges on, the 
Upper Karun, the Persian Government fails to take one of the most vital aud essentially 
necessary measures for the carrying out of this company’s object, for to refuse the 
company adequate means to transport its stall, plant, machinery, tools, stores, and 
appliances tothe destination where they are required, is tantamount to obstructing, to 
the point of complete demoralisation, the company’s business and, as such, is a breach 
of the terms of the concession, 

‘The permit to place the company’s launch on the Upper Karun, given by the 
Persian Government to the company, is worth the paper it is written on and no more, 
when such permit is accompanied by a refusal to give the company’s launch any barges 
to tow, It is obvious that the launch cannot convey the company’s material without 
barges, and as the company has no use for the launch without barges it is meantime 
lying idle at Ahwaz, and the company is losing every day, not only the cost of the 
wages of its crow and the cost of its maintenance, but the interest on the money 
to purchase the launch algo. 

‘The company eannot see its way to suffer without protest the money losses being 
incurred as above shown and in various other ways too numerous to mention. Wewill 
bo glad, thorofore, if you will advise His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran that 
the company will claim damages from the Persian Government at the rate of 5001. 
per day for its loss on 


1, Cost of crew, cost of maintenance and loss of interest on cost of launch, 

2, Cost of crow, cost of maintenance and loss of interest on cost of barges. 

3, Cost of salaries and wages of unemployed staff at fields and on pipe line, 

4, Tho company's profit on running its refinery, as the Persian Government's 
refusal to allow the company’s barges on the Upper Karun is delaying the date at which 
the company will arrive at this profit-making stage. 


We will thank you to placo our above writing before His Britannic Majesty's 


Minister at ‘Tehran, with the request that he will in turn place it before the Persian 
ernment, 


‘Vhanking you in anticipation, & 


Enclosure 3 in No, 447. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Messrs. Lloyd, Seott and Co, 


Gentlemen, Mohammerah, July 21, 1910. 

IN roply to your letter of the 18th instant in regard to the plicing by the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company of three barges on the Upper Karun, 1 beg to refer you 
tomy No, 762 of the 20th instant to your address informing you that two of ‘the 
barges had been taken over the rapids and are now in use and that the third may 
ho similarly dealt with when so desired by you. 

2, No delay to the company's operations has so far resulted from the refusal of the 
Persian Government to grant’ permission for the barges, but I am nevertheless 


forwarding 9 copy of your lettor under reply to His Majesty's Minister for his 
information. 
Thave, &, 


A. T. WILSON. 





3 


[34697] No. 448, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 26.) 
No. 172.) 


ir, Gulahek, September 8, 1910. 

ON receipt of your despatch No. 117 of the 4th Angust, 1909, I addressed a note 
to the Persian Government inforning it that the grave polieal troubles aud the 
generally unsettled state of Persia during the past. years had so impeded the Persian 
‘Transport Company that the company would be unable, so far as could be seen, to 
carry out the works necessary for the completion within the given time of the Kum— 
Sultanabad road, the Burujird-Ispahan road, and the road from Kum to Ispahan. 

Thave now received @ note from the Persian Government (translation enclosed) 
replying that in the opinion of the Ministry of Publie Works recent events in Persia 
have been no obstacle to the construction of the roads, : 

I would propose, in answer to this note, to adhere to the views expressed in my 
pr vious note, emphasising especially the chronic disorders in Luristan, which have 
closed that province to all enterprise, I would also, should you approve, inquire of 
the Persian Government if it is prepared to guarantee the safety—providing sufficient 
escort to secure it—of those employed to construct the roads mentioned in the 
company’s concession, but, before doing this, it will be well to know whether the 
‘Transport Company are in a position to commence work forthwith in the event of the 
Persian Government's returning a favourably reply tothe proposed inquiry. 

have, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 448, 


Hussein Kuli Khan to Sir G. Barclay. 
August 31, 1910. 
IN reply to the note of the 7th December last, respecting tho statements made by. 
Messrs. Lynch to the effect that the delay in the completion of the road is due to the 
grave political troubles of the country, I have the honour to state that, in the opinion 
of the Ministry of Public Works, the recent events in Persia and the demand for rights 
made by the nation have been no obstacle to the making of the roads, and the company. 
could easily have the roads repaired in every way. 
Lavail, &e. 
HUSSEIN KULL, 


[34698] No. 449, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bitoard Grey.—(Reecived September 26,) 
No. 173, 
gee) Gulahek, September 8, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No, 119 of the 
15th July, respecting the attack on Mr. Bill in April last_on the Shiraz—Ispahan road, 
and, in accordance with your instructions, I have addressed to the colonel of the 
Cossack Brigade a note requesting him to convey to the Vakil Bashi and the Cossacks 
who accompanied Mr. Billa silver cigarette caso and watches and knives, ag a mark 
of the appreciation of His Majesty's Government of their courage on that ocasion. 

ive, ae, 
G, BARCLAY, 





[34699] No. 150. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived September 26.) 
No. 174 
go 1A.) Ghilahek, September 8, 1910. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of correspondence between the Persian 
Government and this legation regarding the laying of a telephone line by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company. sper i y 

I trust that the attitude taken up by the legation in this matter will meet with 
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‘your approval. ‘The line is exclusively for the use of the company, and is, I conceive, 

indispensable to the proper working of the pipe line, ‘There is, moreover, a clear 

dent in the company’s favour in the case of the telephone which runs along the 
‘ussian Resht~Tehran road, for which there has been no special concession. 

Hussein Kuli Khan, with whom I have discussed the matter, realises, I think, that 
the telephone is indispensable for the proper working of the pipe line, but he maintains 
that the right secured to the company by article 2 of its eoncedsion to construct the 
necessary “travaux et agencements”” (rendered in the English text “ works of arrange- 
ment”) cannot properly be interpreted as applying in the ease of a telephone which he 
Scat should Sor 106 Oblest of &apectel conection, 

T.do not apprehend that the Persian Government will be go ill-advised as to resort 
to active measures to interfere with the telephone, but I entertain but little hope of 
inducing it at any rite without some quid pro qu, to adit that the ompany is aeting 
within its rights; and as, unless the Porsian Goveroment’s consent can be secured, the 
telephone will, like the barges on the Upper Karam, bes constant source of friction 
botween the Persian Government and the company, 1 think the latter would be well 
advised to consider whether sume quid pro quo could not be offered—whether, for 
instance, it could not seo its way to admit a generous interpretation of article 4 of the 
concession, which provides that threo petroleum mines now worked by Persians shall be 
comprised in the concession for a payment of 2,000 tomans a-year, "This article is now 
in disputo, the Persian Government contending that it is entitled to the 2,000 tomans 
avyear since the granting of the concession, the company on the other hand maintaining 
that as they hive never sed the three petroleum mines referred to they are not liable 
for this annuity, If this question were submitted to arbitration, it would be, it seems 
to mo, a matter of some doubt whether the company would win its case, and I think the 
company would be acting in its best interest if it were to pay full arrears of this 
amnuity to the Persian Government on condition that the Persian Government desisted 
from its opposition to the barges and the telephone, 

Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enolosure 1 in No, 450, 


Hussein Kuli Khan to Mr. Marling, 

May 31, 1910. 
ACCORDING to reports received from the Ministry of Posts and 'Telegraphs, the 
cil company have imported to Shuster large quantities of poles, wires, and insulators 
from India, and they int clegraph line constructed from 6 farsakhs from 
that while the company has no such 
‘green t, they should take such ameasure. I therefore 
request you to be yood enough to telegraph to the company and prevent them from the 

measures they are taking, 
(For the Foreign Minister), 
SEKA'T-UL-MULK. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 450. © 


Mr. Marling to Hussein Kuli Khan, 


Your Excellency, Gulahick, June 3, 1910. 

IN VIEW of our recent conversation, and of the explanations which I then gave 
you with regard to the construction of telephone line by the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, from Shuster to Mohammerab, it is with considerable surprise that I have 
now teceived the note of the 31st May, signed by the Sekat-ul-Mulk, and requesting me 
to direct the company to desist from their action in this matter. 

By article 2 of Mr. W. K, D/Aroy’s eonesson it i stipulated, os your Excellensy 
wvill remember, that he shall have the right to construct and maintain “tous puits, 
rivervoirs . . .. et autres travaux et agencements qui seraient jugés nécessaires. 

Tn view of the above condition, and of the fact that the telephone is also necessary 
to facilitate the construction of the pipe lines, and will be used solely for the purposes 
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of the lessee, His Majesty’s Legation can take no action to impede the laying of the 
telephone line, but, ou the contrary, wmust request the Imperial Government to facilitate 
the matter in every way as stipulated in the concession, 
Tavail, &. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 450, 


Hussein Kuli Khan to Sir G. Barclay. 

3 ¥ August 19, 1910. 
IN spite of the representations already made to the effect that the construction of 
telephones and other such things are the prerogative of the Persian Government and 
without the special concession and permission, any steps towards such constructions 
would be the violation of the indisputable rights of the Persian Government, T learn 
that the oil company is vonstructing a telephone line from Mohummerah to Shuster. 
In view of the confidence that the Persian Government has always had in the sense 
of justice, friendship, and good neighbourliness of the British authorities, it would be 
& matter of rograt that the progeedings of curtain agents should not be in conformity 
with those good feelings of the British Government, Notwithstanding the assidtanco 
always rendered by the Persian Government to the company and the desire for the 
progress of their works, it protests against this prooseding of theirs, and it requests 
your Exeelleney, who is bound by duty and conscience to respeot and protect the rights 
Of the two Governments, to provent the company ftom the. work in question and to 

instruct them not to do anything contrary to the stipulations of their concession, 
Tavail, &, 
HUSSEIN KULI, 


Enclosure 4 in No, 450, 
Sir G. Barelay to Hussein Kuli Khan, 


M. le Ministre, Gulahek, August 30, 1910. 
__LHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 19th instant 
in which you state that the Persian Government protests against the construction of’ 
a telephono line by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
in reply, Tean dono more than refer your Txcelloney to. Mr, Masling’s note of 
o Grd June last, in which it was made quite clear that the laying of the, proposed 
telophone line is within the rights of the company under article 2 of thir concession, 
‘The telephone is intended exclusively for the purpose of working the company's 
concession, and I fail to understand how the Persian Government can be 90 short- 
Sighted ato seek to hamper a work which is absolutely indispensable to the propor 
working of the pipe line—an object which the Persian Government, being 60 largely 
interested financially in the eompany's success, should be the first to hilitate, 
Tavail, & 
. BARCLAY, 


(34700) No! 451. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September. 26,) 


Gidaliek, September 9, 1910, 
THAVE the honour to transinit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 
Thaye, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


(1788) 4% 
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Enclosure in No. 451. 
Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for Four Weeks ending September 9. 


Tehran, 


AT the sitting of the Medjliss on the 11th Angust, the Cabinet's proposal to 
ngage foreign officials for the different Ministries was read. ‘The propostl was as 
follows 


Minty of Hoan (Freee) — 

WOME es re a 
Direct taxes ¢. 
Rant 

Minny of Interior (6 ofits) — 
Central Ministry and Provices.. 
Gendarmero 2 
Pale oy — 
try of Justi (2 oficial 
tall legate se 1 Frenchman, 
Director of Adniaiatation 3 1 Beypian, 


It was proposed that these fifteen officials should be engaged for a period of three 
years. After a short discussion the matter was referred to Committee. 

On tho 16th August the Committee elected to investigate Vokil-ul-Roaya’s accounts 
submitted a roport on the result of the enquiries made, It was to the effect that the 
accounts showed a considerable deficit regarding which Vekil-ul-Roaya was to give 
further explanations, ‘The matter has not since been raised. 

On the 18th ultimo a lotter from the Ministry of Finance was read proposing to 
make a monthly allowance of 400 and 300 tomans respectively to Sattar and Bagher 
Khans, as well as a further grant of 2,000 and 1,500 tomans respectively. Another 
etter from the same Ministry was read proposing to allow a pension of 600 tomans 
armonth to the heirs of the later Mujtehed Seyyid Abdullah. Both proposals were 
roforred to Committee, 

At the same sitting the Foreign Minister was interpellated as to the withdrawal of 
the Russian troops. “Hussein Kuli Khan replied that he was oceupied with the 
question, ut he regretted to find in the archives ofthe Korelgn Otic a letter from the 

Russian Legation proposing to the Persitn Government to enter upon a discussion with 
a view to a withdrawal of the troops, He considered that no discussion was necessary, 
and that the troops should be withdrawn unconditionally. He added that he had 
formed the opinion that the Russian Government was well disposed towards Persia, 
and if his conclusion was correct there should be no difficulty in bringing about the 
withdrawal of the troops, ; 

‘At the subsequ ng of the 
same subject when the Foreign Minister 

At tho sittings of the 20th and 
discussed, and eventually agreed upon by a large majority 

On the 25th August a Committee was clected to draw up @ programme for the 
House, ‘Tho President stated that this programme will include a list of the most 
important matters which will be put before the House for its decision, ‘This step was 
taken on account of the excessive waste of ti nimportant matters. A telegrain 
was then read from Sardar Zalfer, Bakhtiari, who said that in accordance with the 
orders of the Medjliss hho had dispersed the Bakhtiari force he had collected for the 
purpose of attacking Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 

On the Srd-September oue of the deputies interpellated the Minister of the 
Interior regarding current reports as to the action taken by Amir Mufakham, Bakhtiari, 
amd the intention of Soulet-ed-Dowleh to march on Tehran. Farman Farna in reply 


istry of 

mane During the course of the debate, the clerical 
Prince Haj wed that the financial assistants should be citizens of 
tho United St ‘Phe spokesman on behalf of the Government, Prince 
Assadullah urged the employment of Frenchmen, which he declared to 
be desirable for reasons which the Cabinet could not publicly state. Tt was clear, 
however, that a great majority was in fayour of employing Smericans, and the question 
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yens again referred to Committee. Explaining the use of the word “employé’ 
instead of “ adviser,” Assadullah Mirza stated that it might be necessary ‘to empower 
the officials engaged from abroad with executive functions, and not to limit. thoir 
powers to the mere giving of advice. 


The Shal's Birthday. 


On the 2nd September the Shah's birthday was celebrated in. the usual manner. 
‘The corps diplomatique was received in audience by the Regent and the Shab, and His 
Majesty's Minister took the opportanity of presenting to His Majesty the King’s letter 
announcing the sad news of the demise of His late Majesty, as well as of presenting his 
new credentials, 


Concessions. 


‘The Persian Government's reply to the Anglo-Russian joint note as to concessions, 
dated the 20th May last, was received on the drd September, As it was couched in 
unsatisfactory language it was returned to the Foreign Minister, 

Thave, &. 
: G, P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary, 


Tabreez, 


i Zadeh arrived! at Tabrooz, from Tehran, on the 9th August. ‘The situation 
has continued normal. 

2, Towards the end of August disturbances ocourrad at Uri, resulting in tho 
Aestruction of the municipal offices, and in the doparture of the governor from the 
town. The inhabitants threatened ‘that unless troops were sent to keep order they 
would take refuge in the Turkish consulate, 700 soldiers were dispatched from 
‘Tabreez, and the new governor, Ijlal-ul-Mulk, was to leave 'Tabreo, for Urmi, on the 
30th August. It appears, from a report sent to Constantinople by His Majesty's consul 
at Van, that such disturbances may be used by the Turks as a pretext forthe occupation 
of Urmi. 


Resht. 


‘Three cases of cholera having occurred at Bnzcli during August, quarantine 
has been established at Rudbar for travellers to ‘Tehran. 


Meshed, 


eplace him, Rukn-ed-Dowleh left Meshed on tho 
23rd July. provinee, though without a Governor-General, has remained quiet. 
‘The roads, except on the Afghan frontier and near Turbat, where several robberies are 
reported, have been safe. ‘The administration shows no signs of improvement, thero 
being much friction between subordinate departments. ‘The news of the murder of 
Seyyid Abdullah caused some uneasiness, but nothing untoward occurred. ‘Tho chiof 
of the police seems to have regained his former ascendancy, but great dissatisfaction 
is expressed with the conduct of the police in outlying districts, Some of the Meshed 
police, in the execution of their duty, handled two employés of His Majesty's consulate- 
general with unnecessary violence. ‘The offending policemen were imprisoned for 
several days, and were only released at the instance of Major O'Connor, the. chief of 
police, taking the opportunity of lecturing his subordinates on the general dutios of the 

e in big cities, 

2 2,918 cases were treated, and fourteen operations performed, in the Consulate- 
General Hospital during July. 

3. Towards the end of July three’ Persian doctors arrived from Tehran, to 
institute quarantine arrangements aguinst cholera on the three main roads from 
‘Transcaspia. 


« Seistan, 


In the first half of July four caravans, in all 1,000 men with 1,250 camels 
carrying 18,500 rifles, were reported to have passed through Girdi and into 
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Afghanistan. Most of them were destined for Kandahar, but some were for Herat and 
Kala-iFath. ‘The Persian troops made no attempt to interfere with them. 

2, ‘At the beginning of August both the Kub-i-Malik Siah-Seistan route and the 
Paleng Kuh route to Birjand were reported safe. 


Birjand. « 


1. A number of local taxes on wheat, barley, straw, and firewood have been 
remitted by Shaukat-ul-Mulk, on account of the numerous complaints against them. 
‘A small riot occurred on the 11th August, the new contractor of the salt monopoly 
oing attacked, Several arrests wore made and the ringleaders punished. 

2, 1,153 cases treated in the hospital during Juno. 


Tspahan. 


1, On the 9th August, 300 to 400 Bakhtiari horsemen left for Kirman, via Yead, 
under command of Iskander Khan, son of Sardar-i-Zaffor. 

2, The Governor-General continues a policy of subsorviency to the clergy, and 
tho local administration shows no improvement. ‘he state of the roads seems to vary 
4 good deal; at times caravans pass unmolested, at others numerous robberies are 

d. ‘These aro all attributed to parties of Kashgai tribesmen, the victims in 
some eases boing Bakhtiaris, ‘Throughout August negotiations continued between the 
various Bakhtiari chiefs, Soule-ed-Dowleh, and the Ispahan clergy. The question at 
iso appears to be the ilkhaniship of the Kashgais. Soulet-ed-Dowleh, the present 
ilkhani, has obtained the support of Amir-i-Mufakham and Sardar-i-Asjaa', as well as 
of the clergy, who, with Souleted-Dowleh, are said to be acting on instructions 
reosived from ‘Tohran from Sipahdar. Zeigam-ed-Dowleh, the other candidate for the 
ilkhaniship, has the support of Sardar-i-Zaffer and the other Bakhtiari chiefs who take 
their orders from Sardar Assad, ‘There have heen frequent rumours of fighting, but 
theso aro not confirmed. ‘The Government and the Bakhtiari chiefs at Tehran have 
striven to avert a conflict, Souleted-Dowleh has retired from near Kumisheh to 
Abadeh, and it is understood that Amir-i-Mufakham and the other chiefs who support 
Soulet-ed-Dowlch will bo brought to Tehran, and that Sardar-i-Muhtesham’ will proceed 
to Ispahan to maintain order among tho Bakhtiaris, It was roported that a 
reconciliation had heen effected, but this has proved to be incorrect. 


Sultanabad. 


On the 27th August sevoro fighting was reported between the Governor-General 
‘and the Launs; the situation of the former was said to be precarious, 


Yezd. 


‘Towards the end of July a rumour was current that the ex-Shah, with Zil-es- 
Sultan and 19,000 men, had landed at Resht. Such rumours have a dangerous effect 
on tho Iawloss border villagers. Sardar-iJang, despite tho issue by him of a 
Prvelanation anoucing that he had handed over tho goveraorahip to his nephovy, i 
still governor, and shows no signs.of starting for Kerman. Mudabber-ed-Dowleh, who 
is proceeding to Kerman as Sardar-i-Zaffer’s dey uty, passed Anar on the 26th August 
with 350 Bakhtiari horsemen. ‘The roads round Nain are reported to be unsafe, but 
tho state of the other Yezd roads appears to be normal. Naib Hussein, who has been 
joined by Intizam-ul-Mulk, was at the end of August still near Anarek, whilst the force 
‘supposed to be pursuing him remained at Naim, 


Kermanshah, 


‘Tho town and district have continued quiet. ‘The local police aro reported to be 
very unpopular, and towards the end of July there was a disorderly demonstration 
Against them, "The governor, on hearing of the disorder, ame to town. and. publicly 
Aus the chit of police, he latter resigned, but was subsequently reinstate unter 
orders fromt chron, ond received an apology from the governor.” Daoud Khan is 


reported to be making difficulties about paying taxes; the state of the roads is normal. 
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Hamadan, 


1. On the 26th July an Afghan subject was killed. Representations were made 
by His Majesty’s acting consul at Kermanshah to the Governor of Hamadan. ‘The 
murderer has been arrested, but has not yet been tried. 

2. After the formation of the new Cabinet, the governor received a telegram from 
‘Tehran ordering him to arrest, punish, and expel the disturbers of the pence. ‘The 
telegram was published, and somewhat frightened the public, ‘The following disturbing 
rumours were current -— 


Done\tzah the Lar chief who assisted Sardar-ei-Dowleh in his rebellion, was approaching 
arajird. 
The ex-Shah was about to arrive, 
Amir-i-Afkham has levied 10,000 Ib. of flour from each of his forty-six villages 
between Hamadan and Kazvin, to be collected ata large village in Sardarud. ‘This is 
presumed to be intended for some force or expedition, 


Kerman, 


1, Tho local assembly resumed its sittings towards the end of July, under 
instructions, it was said, from ‘Tehran, An attempt was made by tho priests to 
prevent the collection of certain fresh taxes authorised by the local assembly, and the 
Gctroi collectors were attacked and driven from their posts. ‘The police, however, 
quelled the disturbance, and reinstated them. ‘The deputy governor is very unpopular, 
but since the incident recorded in paragraph 2 he has been very polite to His Majesty's 
consul, and has expressed a desire to settle all British claims. ‘The province has 
remained quiet with the exception of Baluchistan, where disorder provails. On the 
30th August a large force of Baluchis from Sarhad and Rigan, under Jihand, visited 
Fabraj and other villages, and besieged the Governor of Bam at Karimabad, The 
latter’s men are said to have killed fifteen of the raiders, who retired tho next day, 
taking with them a largo number of animals and twelve slaves, Tho Narmashiris lost 
two men killed, 


officiating chiof of polico and asked for the horse, but. was satisfied that the horse 
was not in the police stables, ‘The next day M. Petroff heard that the horse had been 
quietly removed before his visit from the police stables to tliose of the deputy governor. 
At 10°30 vst, that night he went fully armed, with fourteen Cossacks likewise armed, 
and entered the Bagh-i-Nasiri, where the deputy governor was announced, The 
deputy governor was sitting on the upper verandah of a two-storied house with several 
oflicials. AM Potroff then drew up his Cossacks at the foot of the stairs, ordered them 
to load, and Joaded his own rifle, He then went up the stairs, followed hy the 
Cossacks. ‘The deputy governor, who had been disturbed by tho noise of ML. Potroff's 
arrival and of the loading of the rifles, eamo forward to moet him, and asked him why 
he had come thus armed and attended, M, Petroff replied’ that precautions wore 
necessary in such company, and bluntly accused the deputy: governor of stealing the 
Russian subject’s horse. AM, Petroff would necept no denial nor explanation, and was 
violent in bis manner, several times jumping up in a threatening way. The company 
was much terrified, and the chief of the road guards fled. M. Potroff at Iongth left, 
having received a promiso, since fulfilled, that the full price of the horse would be 
paid on the following day. Two days later, the local Chief Justice visited the head 
clerk of His Majesty’s consulate and endeavoured to find out whether local officials 
might expect any support by way of a protest or other action from His Majesty's consul, 
‘Tho head clerk informed him that the matter was no concer of His Majesty's consul, 


Shiraz. 


1. Zaffer-es-Sultaneh, the ex-Governor-General, left for Tehran on the 17th August. 
Kawam-ul-Mulk has been appointed acting governor. Perfect order is kept in tho 
town, Caravans are using the Firuzabad road to Bushire and the Sarhad road to 
Ispahan. Both these routes are in the hands of the Kashgais, who blackmail the 
Sa ‘The postal roads north and south are unsafe, being rendered + by the 

738! 4 
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‘Kashgais who wish their own roads to be used, Ain-ed-Dowleh has beei appointed 
Governor-General, and his advent is awaited with interest; he has not yet left 
Tehran, Public’ opinion is generally pessimistic owing to the almost complete 
surrender of the late Governor-General to Soulet-ed-Dowleh. It is to be noted, 
however, that Sipahdar, at the time Minister of the Interior, was responsible for this 
surrender. Souleted-Dowleh is now at Abadeh, It is generally thought at Shiraz 
that a capable governor, if given full powers, might, with the troops now at Shiraz and 
the skilful use of Zaigham-ed-Dowleh, be able to restore order. ‘The tribes will shortly 
be moving from their summer to their winter quarters, and in the absence of a strong 
governor there is considerable risk of disorder. 

2, ‘The relations between the Russian consul, whom Mr. Smart describes as 
apparently liable to occasional violent fits of insanity, and the ex-governor seem to 
have been very bad. Towards the end of July, M. Passek sent. the Governor-General 
an ultimatum to the effect that, if satisfactory arrangements for the settlement of his 
cases were not mado within twenty-four hours, he would pull down the Russian flag 
and close his consulate. ‘The local Koreign Office agent. succeeded in calming: him 
down with vague promises, M. Passek informed Mr. Smart that he had telegraphed 
en clair to M, Poklewski, “the second British Minister at 'Tchran,” as M. Passek 
sarcastically calls him, that in view of the general anarchy end humiliating impotence 
of the foreign representatives at Shiraz, he considered the Imperial Russian Consulate- 
General at Shiraz to be quite a useless institution, 


Persran Geir, 
Bushire. 


1, Messrs, Wanckhaus and Co., Bushire, have purchased a sailing vessel, 
ostonsibly for going round tho Bahroin pearl banks to collect shells. It is, however, 
Tro eec hal hos¥eesal Wella balsasa genevally r ccuanstin vyth the sums al, 

2, Under tho direction of the governor, elections were held at the beginning of 
August for tho formation of a municipal committee, ‘Twenty persons were elected, 
‘ut nothing dofinite was settled as to what they were expected to do. 

3 At the end of July the Kazorun route to Shiraz was still closed, but the 
Firuzabad route was safe and in use. Reports from Bundgr Abbas and Lingah 
indicated that the roads from those ports were still unsafe, 


Ahncaz. 


1, Some of tho European employés of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, at present 
engaged on the pipe lines, see ‘get, the company into serious trouble, One 
of them is stated to have opened fire with his revolver on a number of the guards 
supplied by the sheikh who wore quarreling among themselves. Fortunately no one 
was hit, A number of the Indian employés axe being sent back to India before the 
expiration of their contracts and without ng the reason of their dismissal. Others 
ave leaving of their own accord, aud complain of their treatment at the hands of the 
European employes. 

2, Shustor was in a disturbed stato throughout July, and the bazaars were closed. 
‘Phe causo of the trouble is not known, Sheikh Khazal summoned the leading men on 
hoth sides and announced his intention of putting a stop to these recurrent disturbances 
even if he had to employ all his forces, Steamers had ceased to run to Shuster, and 
tho Shuster-Dizful road’ was unsafe 

3, It is reported from Burujird that Sarum-cs-Sultaneb, the commander of the 
Silakhori regiment, fearing the central Government’s displeasure for the Royalist 
tendloncies which he displayed last year, is attempting to get into touch with the 
Russian consul at Kermanshah through the Russian agent in Burujird, Our news 
agent in Burujird reports that these two men—Sarum-es-Sultaneh and the Russian 
gont—are attempting to stir up trouble to afford the Russians a pretext for introducing. 
Russian troops into Turistan, 

It appears that the Russian agent at Burnjird recently sent three men to 
rotect some lands, the property of the ex-imam Juma of Tehran, near Nahayend 
Phe men were beaten and stripped en route of all they possessed. ‘The Imam Juma is 

‘notorious reactionary, and was reported to have been arrested a few weeks ago by 
tho Turks at Bagdad.” ‘The Russian agent is actively engaged in cultivating relations 
with all the leading men in Buruji 
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Mohammerah, 


1. The Director of Customs has received new orders to enforce the passport 
regulations between Mohammerah and Bussorah, Tho sheikh has forbidden him do 
wre tie Portan G has telegraph 

2. ‘The Persian Government has telegraphed to the local Foreign Office agent 
absolutely refusing the desired permission for the oil company’s barges, ‘The Foreign 
Office agent telegraphs constantly to Sheikh Chasib to stop tho barges and send thom 
down agoin. No attention is paid to these telegrams; the barges aro in regular use. 

3. Seven hundred and fifty pipes fell into the Karun River at Kat Abdullah, the 
bank below them being eaten away by the water. ‘There was plenty of tima to remove 
them before they fell in, but, in spite of warnings, nothing was done, owing to & 
dispute between the pipeline contractor and. the oif company’s Ahwaz agent as to who 
should pay the cost of removing them—10l. at the outside. ‘The pipes appear 
irrecoverable, and the loss is estimated at 1,001, Tt is feared that the tangled mass of 
pipes will present a serious danger to navigation, as they are nearly in mid stream, and 
the current flows very fast over them, 

©. B. STOKES, Major, 


Military Attaché, 





[34702] No, 452. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived Soptember 26.) 
(No. 177.) 
Sir, i . Gulaliek, September 9, 1910. 

IN my despatch No. 168 I mentioned the dissensions which have recently broken 
out amongst the Bakhtiari khans, and I stated that Intest advices pointed to somo kind 
of a reconciliation. I regret now to have to report. that from telegrams which have 
passed between the khans in the Inst day or two, and which have been shown me 
secretly, it is evident that the reconciliation has not made progress, and, moreover, thi 
all Amir Mofakham’s brothers, including Sardar Mohtashem, the Wbegai, who is now 
in Tehran, Sardar-i-Jang, Governor of Yezd, and Sardar-i-Ashja, Governor of Ispahan, 
are in collusion with Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 

In my despatch above referred to, I recorded the explanation of the origin of the 
dissensions which Sardar Mohtashem gave Mr. Churchill very confidentially some days 
ago, but Tdi not mention a part of Sardar Mobtashon’ confidences which T regarded 
at the time as too improbable to record officially, and more appropriate to a private 
letter than toa despatch, ‘The telegrams which I have recently seen, however, reveal 
such hostility between the two branches of the khans that Iam inclined to think that 


jing at 
the throno and to achieve his purpose was secking to overthrow Soulet with the 
assistance of Sardar Mohtashem’s branch of the family, and that he intended later to 
annihilate the latter. 

Whether Sardar Assad has the far-reaching designs attributed to him by Sardar 
Mobtasher or not, Sardar Zaffar’s folly has apparently paralysed the operations against 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, which there is every reason to think Sardar Assad contemplated, 
though it is doubtful how far he had the approval of the eentral Government for the 
use of force. 

_Sardar Assad is now trying to undo the harm wrought by Sardar Zaflar's violence. 
He is recalling Sardar Zafar, and he wishes the Government to summon the Governors 
of Ispahan and Yezd to Tehran, probably with the intention of keeping thom under his 
own supervision. ‘The Hbegai himself who, although secretly in sympathy with Soulet, 
is opposed to hostilities, is to go to Bakhtiar! country to keep order. “How far thie 


plan can be carried out remains to be seen, but. telegrams have been passing between 
the disaffected khans which, make it very doubtful whether Sardar Jang and Sardar 


Ashja will obey the summons to 'ehran and will not rather return to 


° Bakhtiari count 
there to concert with Amir Mofakham and Souleted-Dowleh, eens 
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Sardar Mohtashem when making his confidences to Mr. Churchill asked my views 
of the situation as he had depicted it. I have given him no reply beyond expressing 
that the efforts which he and Sardar Assad are making to bring about a 
reconciliation will succeed. 
Thave, &. 


G. BARCLAY, 





(34660) No. 453. 
Mr, O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 26.) 
ae 378. Confidential.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1910. 

‘THE Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs read to me on the ‘th instant a private 
otter which he had just received from the Russian Minister at Tehran, giving an 
‘tecount of a conversition which he had had with the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the question of tho withdrawal of the Russian troops from Persia, 

Hussein Kuli Khan, while he had objected in general to the recall of the Kazvin 
foreo being made conditional on the fulfilment of stipulations suchas Russia had put 
forward, hud nevertheless intimated that the only one of these conditions wh 
pr culties was that relating to the introduction of an automobile 
servic an road. He had said that an automobile conces 
already: hoon gi , Poklewsky pointed out that that cone 
expired. The Foreign Minister had urged that compliance with the Russian demand 
would create a monopoly in favour of Russia to which there were objections. 
M, Poklowsky replied that the concession for the Enzeli road gave to Russia the sole 
right of exploiting the rond, which carried with it the right to provide vehicles for 
the purpose. ‘The Nawab had further complained that Russia had illegally placed 
sixty automobiles on the Fulfa~Pabrecz road without paying customs duty on them. 

‘Tho Morcign Minister had then gone on to say that the Persian C 
not possibly agree to the Russian conditions if the result was to be the withdrawal 
only of the Kazvin force and not of the other Russian troops on Persian. soil. 
‘Dhoreupon M, Poklowsky stated that he would take it upon himsel 

ommend to the vernment the withdray 
1 conditions: we 


M, Poklewsky ondled his letter to M. Sazonow by stating that 
irly hopeful as to the result of the negotiations, 

ho Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, commenting on this letter, repeated to 
ine that he was most desirous of seeing the Kazvin force withdrawn, "He 
quite 80, positive a rds the troops at 7 
thrown out by M, Poklowsky that this force also might be recalled under certain 
conditions, but ho remarked that the present Governor-Ceneral of Tabreez must first 
be removed, anid he referred also. to recent acts of lawlessness on the part of the 
Shahsovan tribesmen, who had again interrupted trailic on the Astara-Ardebil road. 

Thave, &c, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(34661) No. 454. : 


Mr, O'Beimne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 26.) 
(No. 379.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1910. 
I CALLED on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon in order to 
ence in the form of commynication to the Persian Government which is 
‘out telegram No, 967 of the 13th instant regarding the employment of 
ign assistants, “I had previously received copies of Sir G. Barclay's telegrams 
roporting that in addition to the engagement of Americans for the Finance Depart- 
nent the Medjliss had decided in favour of engaging one French assistant for the 
Ministry of Justice and three Italians for the gendarmerie, and I found that M, Sazonow 
was already ayvave of this fact, 
His Excellency showed considerable hesitation in agreeing to your proposal to 
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acquiesce in the employment of Americans as financial assistants, He said that it was 
not clear to him that, since Americans were citizens of a Great Power though a non- 
European one, their employment would not be used by Germany as a pretext for 
demanding the employment of her nationals. I replied that if. Germany made such a 
demand it could be pointed out to her that in this matter Americans stood on a different, 
footing from subjects of a European Great Power, who might be expected to take sides 
either for or against the two Powers chiefly interested in Persin; and I laid stress on 
Sir G. Barclay’s apprehensions that failing Americans there would be a proposal to 
employ Swiss, which might prove enbarrasting, ME. Sazqnow ultimately ad that he 
would agree to the employment of Americans if you considered that the two Powers 
woull be in a position to reply satisfactorily to any pretensions that Germany might 
put forward in consequence. 

His Excellency then stated that, according to a report which he had received from 
M. Poklewsky, the French and Italian representatives at Tehran had been instructed to 
decline any proposal that might be made to them by the Persian Government. with a 
view to engaging their nationals, but that they had expressed the hope that Americans 
might equally be excluded. M. Sazonow appeared to think that the attitude of the two 
representatives was a reasonable one, and that it raised a considerable difficulty, T said 
that I thought the case could be explained at Paris and Rome ina way that would 
satisfy the French and Italian Governments, and I promised to inform you of what he 
had told me, 

After some discussion the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs agreed to send 
instructions to the Russian Minister at Tehran in the general sense suggested by you. 
He remarked, however, that in acquiescing in the employment of Americans the two 
Powers were in reality giving way to Persia, and to avoid the appearance of 90 doing 
ho would instract M. Poklewsky to inform the Persian Government m a peremptory 
form that the Russian Goverimeat “authorised” them to employ Americans as 
proposed. 

While thiis agreeing to join in the suggested representation at Tehran, the Acting 
Minister for Afliirs expressed the opinion that this communication would fail to 
produce the desired effect and that it would be necessary to take a stronger line with 
the Persian Government, M. Sazonow declared with great emphasis that the attitude 
adopted by the Persian Government was becoming intolerable, ‘They had refused 

sfaction in the ease of every demand recently put forward by the two Powers, _ His 
Excellency cited the demands for compensation made in thé ease of the attack on 
Mr. Bill and in that on M, Passek, the question of the consolidation of the debts due 
to the Russian Bank, the stipulations made by Russia as conditions precedent to. the 
withdrawal of the Kazvin foree, and the question of foreign assistants, Tn all theso 

tors the Persians had simply disregarded the representations of the two Powers, and 

could not be allowed to’ continue. -M. Poklewsky had some threo weske, ego 
xpressed himselt hopefully us to the outcome of his negotiations with a view to. the 
vithdrawal of the Russian troops (I had the honour to report to you on the subject in 
ny. despatch No. 378, Confidential, of this date), but be now veported. in quite 
ifferent sense. M, Sazonow hud telegraphed some ten days ago to ask him whether 
the moment was opportune for the recall of the Kazvin force ; and he had. replied that 
the present Persian Government was entirely intractable and thut it would be 
undesirable to show them any condescension by such measures us the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops or making them an advance of money. 

His Excellency went on to say that it had now become necessary to apply stich 
pressure to the Persian Government as would bring them to their senses, [asked 
Wwhat measures he contemplated. He replied that in April last the Russian Minister 
had suggested that it could be intimated to. the Persian Government that if the 
maintained their refractory attitude the Russian forees in Persia would not only not 
be withdrawn, but would be brought up to their full strength (1 may note that 
M. Poklewsky made this suggestion before the time-expired men had been replaced 
at Tabreez). M. Poklewsky had further suggested a threat to move the Kazvin 
foree to Tehran, but this M. Sazonow said to me he would not agree to, Other 

weans of pressure indicated by M. Poklewsky were a threat to demand. the 
immediate payment of the arrears on the Persian Government's debts and a threat 
to seize the customs; and M. Sazonow added that the Russian Government might 
further threaten to refuse transit through the Caucasus to all military supplies He 
observed that the Russian Government could not resort to measures of the kind 
cated without the concurrence of His Majesty's Government, but le seemed quite 
Gouyinged that they would become inevitable 

(1738) 4N 
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T pointed out to his Exeellency, in regard to the idea of increasing thé Russian 
forces, that any such step would be interpreted as the beginning of an occupation of 
North Persia by Russia, He replied that it was not proposed’ to resort to such a 
measure until after a plain warning had been given to the Persian Government and 
disregarded by them. As regards the other eoereive measures which he had indicated, 
Teontined myself to suggesting that we should first: see what result was produced by 
‘the representations which had been decided upon. 
Thave, ke. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(34662) No. 455. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Baveard Grey. —(Reevived September 26.) 


(No. 380, Confidential, 
ge “ : St, Petersburgh, September 17, 1910. 
ISAID yesterday to tho Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that | supposed there 
was no trath in the recent rumours as to the negotiation of a military convention 
Detwoon Turkey and Germany and Austria, M, Sazonow said that he did not believe 
in the conclusion of a military convention, Turkey would, in his opinion, not incur 
the ill-will of Great Britain and Russia by taking such a step. But he thought that 
thore had beon conversations. between her and the two central European Powers with 
rogard to railways in Asia Minor, Ho suspected that this matter had been touched on 
by Hakki Pasha in Marieubad and by Djavid Boy in Berlin, and he appeared to think 
that Anstria had acted as an intermediary between the other two Powers. 

His Excolloncy said that his principal reason for fanoying that something of the 
Kind indicated had beon taking place was the attitude assumed by’ the ‘Turkish 
Government in the question of the Samsun-Sivas railway. Russia and France -had 
been moving for the concession for this railway, of which Russia held the option as 
ayainst any Power other than Turkey herself, ‘The Ottoman Government had made 
difficulties about granti jon, expressing an intention of constructing the line 
themselves. In reality it was Germany that desired to include this line in her Anatolian 
Tilia system, and M, Sazonow suspected that a pla vas in contemplation by which 
Germany. would 6 the construction of the railway, which would be nominally 
undertaken by the Turkish Govei ‘The position taken up by Russia was that 
‘Markey was at liberty to build the railway if she could find the means required for so 
doing“ within the limits of her budget.” ey ; 

MM, Sazonow remarked to me that the Samsun-Sivas railway had a certain 
importance, but it as as nothing compared to that of « trans-Persian line which would 
connect the Russian and the British-Indian systems. , ‘That, he said, was the real 

formove to make to the Bagdad Railway seheme, but he feared that Anglo-Indian 
Opinion was not yet ripe for it, He was far from underrating the. value of the 
Anglo-Russian Ajreomont of 1907, ‘That was great thing” accomplished, but his 

‘ne to understand that it would, in. his opinion, never yield the full 
ntil it was completed by the adoption of the 
ich would, he said, reduce the Bagdad line to a 


Thaye, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





[84750] No. 456. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 


‘No, 49. Consular, Secret. 

A pees ) Constantinople, September 21,1010, 
WITH reference to my despatches Nos, 60 and 61, Consular of the 8th September, 

1909, L have the honour to forward herewith copy of a despatch addressed by His 

Majesty's consul-general in Bagdad to the Government of India on the question. of the 

reduction of expenditure on his post and its transfer to the Levant consular service, 
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I fully endorse Mr. Lorimer's arguments against the proposed change; they seem 
{ome sotid and’ coarincing, especinly in the stato of affine existing at sho. preoont 
moment. 


Thave, &. 
(In the absence of the Ambassador), 
GEORGE A. MOUNSEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 456. 


Consul-General Lorimer to Government of India. 
(No. 728, Secret.) 
5 Bagdad, August 20, 1910, 
1N continuation of my predecessor Colonel Ramsay’s letters No, 856 of the 7th 
August, 1909, and No, 859 of the 9th August, 1909, I haye the honour to enclose a 
memorandum by myself on the “Proposed Reduction of Expenditure in the British 
Consulate-Gencral at Bagdad and transfer of that post from the Indian Political Service 
to the Levant Consular Service.’ 
‘Two copies of the enclosure have been sent to His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople,” 
Thave, &o. 
J, G, LORIMER, 1.0. 8, 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 456. 


Memorandum by Consul-General Lorimer respecting the proposed Reduction of Mzpon- 
diture in the British Consulato-General at Bagdad and transfer of that post from 
the Indian Political Service to the Levant Consular Service 


THE motives of the proposal are apparently two: (1) eoonomy, and (2) abolition 
of dual control. ‘These are desirable objects, but can they be attained without an 
due sacrifice of political influence and administrative efficiency ? 

2, The chief causes of the expensiveness of the Bagdad station are the presence of 
the Royal Indian Mail steamer “Comet,” and an Indian military guard, and the 
Jargeness of the buildings and grounds of the residency, If one of these itoms even ean 
be eliminated, a substantial saving will bo effected, but not otherwise, It, seems to me, 
after nearly eight months experience ofthe omit, that the futuro of Turkey an a 
whole, and of this province particularly, is too uncertain to admit as yet of the removal 
tither of the ™ Comast” or ofthe militacy guard, 

We have lately seen the town of Shatrab occupied and sacked by tribal Arabs in 
broad daylight, notwithstanding the presence in it of a Turkish garrison of five® battalions 
with five guns; and interruption of the navigation of the ‘Tigris by, tribal insurrection 
Tias been frequent in late yeurs. Tt in also possible that Bagdad ity, hithotto alinost 
éaipt fons religious und racial saimoniiey sony lo tore cipearbed "oy much tn Titnye, 
in consequence partly of the grant of the constitution, which has encouraged the non- 
Mahommedan elements, and partly of the proceedings of that. ocoult body, the * Com- 
mittee of Union and Progress,” which is anti-foreign and narrowly Turkish, 

T therefore do not think that the present is a suitable time for the removal of the 
military guard, which has existed since the foundation of the residency in 1798 ; or for 
sending away the “Comet,” which affords the means of placing European women and 
children beyond danger in an emergency ; or for parting with the extensive walled 
grounds of the residency, which are cay patle of sheltering all the Europeans at Bagdad 
in case of disturbances. Yet one or all of them must go, if any serious reduction of 
expenditure is to be effected. ‘The ship and guard being abolished, the present 
resideney buildings would become needlessly extensive, 

Some minor reductions of expenditure are possible, in my opinion, but they are nob 
of a fundamental character. 

3. The question of dual control may be a difficult one in Persia; but ab Bagdad, 
+50 far as my experience and kuowledge go, no inconvenience attributable to dual control 


© A larger garrison than that by which Bagdad is sometimes held. 
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hhas ever arisen, ‘The matters in which His Majesty's Government and the Government 
of India respectively are interested seem to be, in this country, entirely distinct ; and 
Thave never felt in practice the slightest embarrassment due to the fact that 1 em 
sorving two masters, ‘Than this, probably, no more delicate test could be applied. 

Perhaps the arguments relating to unification of control and to the Anglo-Russian 
agreement have been used, however, with reference to posts in Persia only. In that 
case the sole objection to the present arrangements at Bagdad lies in their expensive- 
ness, 

4, The next point is the essential one of political influence, and the extent of its 
dependence upon the seale on which the British consulate-general at Bagdad is 
maintuined: ti imy opfaton/ the’ dopendonco ‘i veiy close and great both with the 

with others, 
vali cannot but treat with respect aud attention a foreign representative whose 
establishments® equal, if they do not excel his own ; and his social relations with the 
British residency are a valuable check upon him from the point of view of British 
terests, ‘This may sound absurd ; but it is really-a serious aspect of the matter. One 
of the weakest points about the new local nent recently established here is the 
Ianifost anxiety of the staf, not excluding the vali himself, to stand well in: European 


society, 

(Ou thet othee hand) a, Btah teavelloe just returned from norton Gente Arabi 
told me Intely that. the o1 n Power ever mentioned in his hearing by the 
inhabitants of Nejd was the British; and that to them the resideney at Bagdad was the 
chief emblem of the dignity and character of our Government. 

It should be borne in mind that the residency establishments form, in the eyes of 
the ‘Turks, a single whole. ‘The removal of the Comet” would encourage them to 
demind the removal of the guard also; and, if this were conceded, the case for the 
retention of the British post-office, which is almost « necessity, would be weakened, If 
the post-ofio were abolishad, nothing but the superior size of our more than half-ompty 

fivwhold character of the site would remain to diffe 

founded under Sir Harford Jones. to counteract the intrigues of 
Napoleon in the Bast, adorned by the seliolarship of Claudius Rich, visited by Sir John 
ANGST On HAG ClaeE ROR ROR TOO id famous for the great work 
done by Sir Hemy Rawlinson and Sir Arnold Kemball in theie prime, all of them 
Indion political officers drawn from the eivil service or the army, from tie mushroom 
consult Germany, Austria, Italy, and America. 

5. ‘The only remaining, but perhaps the most important, question is that of the 
aeneral autabity and efcaney of the present arrangements/as compared with those 
Which itis proposed to introduce; and here, I think, the case against any immediate 
change isa very strong one, 


(a.) Irak is the chiof country of Shi'ah pilgrimages. Tcannot ascertain here what 
proportion of the 62,500,000 of Indian Mabommedans are Shi'ahs ; but Tam under the 
Tinpression that, though a minority, it is a substantial and weighty minority. Tt is 
believed, though exuct figures are not yet available, that the Indian Shi'ah’ pilgrims 
visiting ery year ire numbered by thousands, and this unich is certain that the 
country is studded vith permanently settled colonies, groups, and individuals of Indian 
origin, whom, or whose ancestors, vig ment in the first instance drew to these 
regions. It is believed that, there are about $,000 persons of* Indian descent now living 
in Ik who ary entitled to British nationality and protection. Some of them represent 
the ancient ruling fiumilies of Delhi, Lucknow, and the Carnatic, and are in receipt of 
stipends from the Government of India ; a few are retired pensioned officials ; some are 
traders on a small scale; and a great many are stranded pilgrims or their descendants, 
sometinies living from hand to mouth und sometimes starving, 

Large unibers of Sunni Mahommedans from India and Afghanistan also visit Irak 
to pay their devotions at the shrine of Sheikh Abdul Kadir at Bagdad, and some of 
these also settle down in the country, 

It will be conceded, I think, that an Indian political officer knowing Hindustani, 
which nearly all the Indian immigrants speak aud understand, is, in a better position 
for dealing with these people than a Leyant consular office ally for the purpose 
of settling their disputes and cases with each other about inheritances, &e., which are 
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numerous.® In many cases the Indian political officer will have had long experience of 
Afghans also, as Thave bad, in their homes, and will be able to talk to them in their 
own language. An officer from India is less likely to be imposed on by Indians in 
questions of nationality, need of charitable assistance, &c., than a consular officer who 
will not be able in. many cases to distinguish an Indian from an Afghan, or either of 
these from a Persian. ‘The ability to cross-examine with a knowledge of people and 
places in India is invaluable here. Moreover, a consular officer cannot be expected to 
feel that sympathy for Indians which an Indian officer naturally feels, and which is a 
tradition of the Bagdad residency. 

_ b. The resident at Bagdad hus already much to do with the administration of 
various Indian endowments, of which the Oudh Bequest is the most. important and the 
best known, ‘The disbursements under this last great bequest are about 10,000 rupees 
or 6661, a-month, and the management of it i a very thorny task, ‘The Skah 
Mohammedans of India have of Inte years instituted an annual conference, at. which 
resoluitons expressive of the wishes’ and views of the whole Shi'ah community. in 
India aro discussed ; and one of the resolutions passed at the last Shi'ah conference at 
Lucknow referred to the Oudh Bequest. ‘This resolution should no doubt be regarded 
as a first tentative move; and we must expect that in future the administration of 
the Oudh Bequest: will be closely and jealously watched by the parliament. of the Indian 
Shi'ah world. Tt has also lately been asserted that a lange number of other Indian 
trusts and endowments, exist “in this country, of which nothing had hitherto, been 
Known offically, and that the proceeds are in many eases being quietly devoured. by 
Turkish and Persian subjects, I'am not yet in a position tosay how far these assertions 
fare true ; but the subject is one which is sure to engage the attention of the All 
India Shi'ah Conference sooner or later, and a demand for a strict investigation through 
the British representative at Bagdad is likely to be the result, 

_ It appears to me that, in consequence of the new organised movement among the 
Indian Shitahs, the British resident or consul-general here will probably during the 
next few years, have his hands full of work connected with Tndian ndowments} and 
an Indian service officer is obviously better equipped for undertaking such work than 
4 Levant consular officer with no experience of India, 

(c.) Another reason for which, I think, an Indian political officor is better 
qualified than aay other to hold the Bagdad appointment is that ho wil ondinarly be 
‘4 man of personal administrative experience,t and therefore in a superior position to a 
officer who has all his lifo been only an outhide spectator of administration by: others 
He will understand better both the difficulties and the failures of the ‘Turkish’ Govern 

ait in this country ; and he will probably therefore be more ready to make allowances 
for the Turks, where allowances arv really due, and’ at the same time less liablo to bo 
deceived by false excuses, when such are who has hud to 
deal with famines, epidemics, racial andr jots, and tribal outh 

ponsible capacity, sometin ° f using amilitar 
necessarily be a better exit 
‘Turks than a consular off 


he position of the 
nature der 


‘The advantages of the Indian political officer inthis respect extend to. the civil 
departments, and’ embrace such matters as irrigation, assessment of land revenue, 


* Indian bosiness, official and 
been away a good deal ug the 
‘There. will always be a quantity of Indian 


otter of the 1th April, 1910, and. to 
Bed June, 1910, to my aude, 
aliministrative as well ax 


ier province aud Baluchistan, not to 
‘uation some fragments of British territory (auch as Aimir) down countey.. 
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maintenance of land records, &e., but I do not wish to labour the point. It is enough to 
observe that the Indian Political Department is a great administrative service, as well 
‘a8 being a school of Oriental and tribaldiplomacy, and that the fact gives its members 
great advantages at Bagdad over the members of any other service whatsoever, 

(@) Age is an. important factor in a country where travelling is rough and 
uncomfortable, as itis here. Hardly any European at Bagdad ever stirs from head- 
{quarters who is not obliged to do so by the nature of his avocations; yet really good 
Terk cannot be done in Mesopotamia, and Kurdistan without a great deal of travelling, 
that 1s without a great deal of discomfort and exposure. The intimate first-hand 
knowledge of people, places, and thins, which is the seeret of success in political work, is 
not to be acquired exeopt by actual moving about in the cold weather, and even in the hot. 

Now, if Lam not misinformed, a consul-seneral of the consular service at Bagdad 
would generally be a man of 55 to 65 years o which would be a great drawback 
eee eh Donat whareay, ecvnaul-peneral supplied by the Indian 'Poitoal 
Department would ordinarily, as Bagdad is « third-class residency, be between 40 
50, Moreover, frequent touring is an established rule of all the Indian services, while, 
from the little that I have, seen of the Levant consular service, Iam led to conclude 
that with them it is otherwise. ‘The average Indian officer is a man inured to field 
sports and fond of them—a trait which will x md him to the hardy Arabs and 

‘urds of Trak, and will give him an influence with them that a sedentary European 
cannot acquire, 

(@.) As to languages, an Indian officer at Bagdad will generally start with a thorough 
command of Hindustani, which no consular officer possesses and which (as already 
indicated) is very important hore, and with a good knowledge of Persian to which he 
fan rapidly wid colloquial facility." A. large amount of the work here ean be done in 
Persian, especially at Karbala, which is practically a Persian town. In some cases, as 
in my own, the Indian officer will be a qualified interpreter, or will 
foqually yond qualifications, in Arabic also, Tn fact, T think T am. x 
that the, Government of India could always provide an officer with the requ 
qualifications in Arubie and Persian, except colloquial ficility—which latter can be 
Aoquired in a few monthy—and these in addition to the almost indispensable 
Hindustani, Tt may be added that the (ndian officer will in a proportion of cases: be 
ble to speak Pashto, which is the surest road to the heart of the Afghans, of whom a 
number are met with here, 

In Turkish the Levant offic 
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+ would certainly have an initial advantage, but I 
understund that Turkish presents no serious difficulties to an Arabic and’ Persian 
scholar; besides which the superior Turkish civil officers can nearly all 
French, and the higher officers of the urmy (of the modern school) in Germ 
French and German the ico menibers of the Indian Political Department are 
probably as well qualified as the Levant, Consular Service, at least after a little renewed 
Pouctiog These Langage ‘arty Or subjeots in the examination for 
adinission to, the Tudian Civil Servico, 
On w recent tour in Kurdistan I collect 
piled a sinall yooubulaty of Kurdish, which 1 fo 
Persian, and with affinities to Pashto. 
} In the matter of work under the Ottoman Order in Council, the Consular 
iis, &e,, Ido wt think that an Indian political officer is at a disadvantage. 
ie will probably have tad some: y judiciil experience, criminal and 
civil, in diilerent grades, and will be it with the interpretation of 
Jaws and regulations. own, he will have exercised the 
powers 
sentences 
(p.) Te may 
Kingdom than with 
reason why British tra 
avliom it has grown toi 
not enlarge hore, that the trade of Mesopotamia in the future is Ii 
in an increasing degre 



























cdl some specimens of sentences, and com- 
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iy to be with India 








6, Tam strongly of opinion that the existing arrangements ought to be maintained 
for the present, oF even, in view of the Indian’ work, permanently, Of course it is 
impossible to sty what changes may be produced in the situation by the opening of 
rapid communication with Europe, Who ean say, however, how soon or how lat 
Tullway thom Europe will reach Bagdad? At the present time, when a Turkish 


































Governor-General has just been appointed to Bardad with a greater establishment and 
ampler powers, extending to the Bussorah and Musal vilayets, than his predecessors, 
the retention of a “ political revident in Turkish Arabia” to negotiate with this almost 
viceregal personage appears from every point of view desirable. 
J. G, LORIMER, I.©.8,, 
Pelitical Resident in Turkish Arabia, 








Bagdad, August 20, 1910. 

















































[34670] No, 457. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdvward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 
(No. 390.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 22, 1910. 


ON the receipt of your telegram No, 581 of the 16th instant I called on, the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and handvd to him the aide-mémoiro, of which T 
have the honour to enclose a copy, respecting the proposed Joan by the Imperial Bank 
of Persia to the Persian Government of 100,0007. on the security of the Crown jewels, 
‘adding some verbal arguments as to the advisability from the point of view of deus 
Powers of sanctioning the transaction. M. Sazonow stid at the time that it would be 
necessary for him, before giving a reply, to consult the Ministry of Finance. 

"As it appeared from SirG, Barelay's telegram No. 874 of the 21st instant that there 
had been a misunderstanding in the matter, I asked M. Sazonow to-day how it stood. 
He said that he regretted that, owing to an error madw in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affiirs, M. Poklewsky had been told that His Majesty's Government arked ot merely 
for the concurrence, but for the participation of the Russian Government in tho loun, 
‘The mistake has now been set: right, but M. Poklewsky had called a(tention to the 
point that the Russian Bank, by the terms of its concession, had the exclusive right 
fo negotiate mortgages on Persian State property. M. Sazonow said that the decision 
reated with the Hinaaeo Minitry, ‘and that he was awaiting a communication from 
them. 

Toaid that I had clearly understood, and had so reported to you, that the Russian 
Government had no wish to make a loan to the Persian Government themselves, ‘To 
this his Excellency assented. I added that it seemed to me that it woul be easy for 
the Imperial Bank to make the proposed loan without prejudice to any sp leges 
possessed by the Russian Bank. 



























T have, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 








Enelosure in No, 457. 







e-mémoire communicated to Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs by Mr. O'Boirne. 






HE Persian Government have applied to the Imperial Bank of Persia for « loan 
‘of 100,000), on the security of the Crown jewels for the purpose of establishing orde 
in the provinces. 

The Imperial Bank are being informed that His Majesty's Government see no 
objection to the proposal, and Sir E. Giey hopes that the Russian Government will 
concur. The proposal inchides an arrangement under which about 200,000 Kans of the 
debt due to the bank would be paid off, and it would be difficult: for His Majesty's 
Government to prevent a commercial transaction of this nature, 

F, Grey would be glad to be favoured as soon as possible with the reply of the 
Russian Govertiment, 


St. Petersburgh, 
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34671] No. 458. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 26.) 
(No. 391.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 22, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to the leading ‘article in’ to-day’s 
“Novoo Vremya” of which a summary isgiven below. The article is evidently inspired, 
and should be read in connection with the language recently used to me by the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, as reported in my despatch No. 379 of the 14th September, 
sto the neousity of bringing strong pressure to bear on the Persian Government. 
After dwelling on the hostile attitude maintained by the present Persian Government 
towards Russia and England, and their systematic disregard of British and Russian 
interests and rights, the article points out that this state of things cannot be allowed 
to last long, and that if Poraia ip counting on au port from Powers other than the two 
chiefly interested Powers she will find out how far off are her present friends and how 
noar to her frontier is Russia, ‘The article concludes very significantly by saying that 
there are various means short of compulsion by which a nation can assert her rights, 


‘and that if Russia invited Great Britain to join in one of such measures the latter. 


certainly would not refuse. 
The article runs approximately as follows :— 


neipally of 
spoiling as. 9 foreign Powers. ‘Thus the. snore 
“nationalist? the Cabinets become the more gross and vehement are their attempts 
to provoke tho hostility of Russia and Enyland against them. At the same time the 
methods of administration of these Russophobes and Anglophobe 
‘any prospect of an agreement being reached is made impossible, 
of a coup d'iitat is taking place, in which the Persian adi 
oreation of the most unexpected obstucles for such Russo-Persian curront administrative 
matters as have hitherto passed by entirely unnoticed. We shall scarcely be believed 
when we tate, as an instanee,that up to the present the case of the attack to which 
the Russian einsnlgeneral at Bushire was subjected remains, ftom on tateraticced 
point of view, unsettled, 

* Assuming that Russia as a ‘reactionary’ country evokes the spe 

Porsian Radical’ Ministors, how are we to explain the fact that the 
eam the most advanced of all nations in a poli 
heen unable to obtain satisfuction for the insult 
But wo ean go further, 
‘at present to unusual dl 
init 


egal Business is subject 
ish subjects are concerned 


essed, even if 
ees almost unanimously that something very like a 


“Tt stands to reason that such a state of affairs cannot continue for ae Russia 
‘ers 


has enormous commercial interests throughout the whole of Northern ia, the 
interests of hundreds ad thousands of merchants having constant trading relations wide 
the Persian people, Apart fiom the fuancalloss, there is the moral sie ofthe question 
to be remembered, “Tho dignity of Russia will certainly not permit of « boyeott 
arranged by olicals representative of Persian authority, ‘ehindvaiks’ and julges 


‘This may give rise to the question of the dignity of a State, and how dangerous are’ all 
disputes of such a character is well known, 


“The new ‘nationalist’ Persian Ministry would justify its designation were it to 
gease the poliey of ‘ pin-pricks’ against Russia and to turn to more productive activity. 
There is sufficient work in Persia for all true patriots, and of course Russia will not 
interfere with any Cabinet, whatever its appellation, in the matter of the organisation 
of Persian administration and finance. ut it ie quite clear that she cance regard 
with indifference systematic violation of her rights. If the Persian Cabinet, in 
addition to all its internal difficulties, deprives itself of that support which Russia and 
England have hitherto guaranteed to every inception of reform its position will beeome 
very burdensome. Tt will not be difficulé to make Russia an enemy. But to repair 
relations once spoilt will not be an easy task. If the Persian Cabinet is reckoning on 
the help of Powers not, participants in a Persian agreement the future will assuredly 
show how distant Persia is from many of her present friends and how close is the 
Russian froutier. Of course the foregoing must not be interpreted to mean tho 
necessity of an abrupt change in Russia's attitude towards the Tehran authorities, 
‘The conscientiousness which the leaders of Russian foreign policy have invariably shown 
in the practical application of the Anglo-Russian agreement would of itealf provent Russa 
from having recourse to any compulsory measures, But, as is known, international 
law has at its disposal a whole series of less severe, but’ nevertheless ‘very effective, 
means with which to correct infringements of its rights, Should the Russian 
Government invite the English, who are equal sufferers from the Porsian strike, to 
adopt one of these measures, it would certainly not meet with a refusal.” 


Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(34957) No. 459. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received September 26.) 


intolerably 

Tadmit that it is intractable to both Powors, and that a Cabinet less inconveniently 
nationalist might be found by us, but, though there is a majority of moderates 
in the Medjliss, tho brains and energy are with the nationalist. minority, and 
the latter would, I believo, always prevent any Cabinet from observing subservient 
attitude which would make things easy for the two Powers, Russian Minister thinks 
that if Medjliss were dissolved by some more moderate Cabinet new Parliament might 
be more reasonable. Unless it were packed at our instigation—which is, of course, out 
of the question—I see no ground for this hope. 

As to the Cabinet's merits, Ladmit it has little authority in the country, but no 
Cabinet could be otherwise than feeble in its deplorable financial straits and with its 
authority unpaired by the presence of Russian troops within 100 miles of the capital 
and the present Cabinet has at least the backing of Sardar Assad and his tribe 
‘Tehran, 

At best, Persia's chances of recovery except under some form of tutelage from 
existing chaos are slender, but I believe that the present Cabinet, if it obtains money 
and if it ig left to itself, so far as is compatible with the maintenance of political 
interests of the two Powers, offers a better chance than another, 





[34959] No. 460, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26), 


(i, 204. Ney ‘Confidential 
'elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Septeniber 26, 1910, 
RUSSO-PERSIAN relations. ales 


Tn continuation of my telegram No. 383 of today’s date, I haye the honour to 
state on ifthe mere change of Ministry appeared to me likely to relieve the Russo- 
7: 4 
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Persian tension I would gladly see its downfall, as I gather from M. Poklewski’s 
Janguage that the idea of intervention is gaining ground in Russia, and although I 
presume that His Majesty’s Government could dissuade Russia from such a step on 
any but grounds in which we concurred, I must point out that Russia could at any 
moment create a situation which would, in the eyes of the world, be sufficient ground 
for intervention, by permitting intrigues among her influential protégés in this 
country. Incidentally, it may be noticed that the Sipahdar is generally supposed 
to be instigating the revolt of Amir Mukarram and the attitude of Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 
Thayo deemed it expedient to call attention to this danger so that His Majesty's 
Government, before deciding how far they can meet the views of the Russian 
Government, may fully understand the situation. 











[84960] No. 461. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeci 





od September 26). 
Gulahek, September 2 


(No. 385.) 
(Delegraphic.) P. 1910. 

RUSSO-PERSIAN relations. 

M, Poklowski spoke to-day with some bitterness on the subject of our desire to 
come to the assistance of Persian Government with financial aid whieh, he said, would 
40 to the support of a Cabinet which was hostile to Russian interests. 

‘These remarks were made with reference to the proposed loan by the oil company, 
a matter which until to-day I had believed him to view favourably. 




















[34961] No, 462, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 26). 





(No, 386.) 
(olographic) P. Gulahek, September 26, 1910. 
RATIFICATION of Arabistan Convention, 
Ihave the honour to report that the officiating director of the Indo-European 
egriph Department has made every endeavour to persiade the Minister of 
phs to place the convention before the Medjliss.  Assudulla Mirza, however, 
to procrastinate in spite of frequent promises to do s 
Officiating director informs mo that the setth 
account with the P 








ingwood to hold 
however, is somew 
ranted by the del 
ratification of the Medj 

Pending the rec 








pt of instructions, T therefore withhold action. 








(34963) No. 46; 














= ne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Septomber 26.) 
(No. 2 
(Wel 





phic.) P, 
PROPOSED Joan by 
1 to-day made to M. 


St. Petersburgh, September 26, 1910. 
nperial Bank of Persia. 
vonow a communication in the senso of the instructions 
}) of the 24th September. His 
neo had not yet given him his reply, but he pro 
iy ‘oF from M. Kokovtsoff at a 
he said, had expressed the opinion that the ¢ 
duw to the Russian Bank would be prejudiced by the coneli 
Inperial Bank. I pointed ont to M. Saz 
conversion of the Russian Bank!s debts was (0 precede the conclusion of loans was 
male to. protect. the interests of the two banks, and applied to proposed loans by 
outside firms and not to loans by the banks thenselve 
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jersion of the debts 
ion of a loan by the 
now that the arrangement whereby the 










































No. 464, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 21.) 


[35028] 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith. for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to tho 
Viceroy, dated the 22nd September, and from the Viceroy, dated the 26th September, 
relative to K.C.ILE. for the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 


India Office, September 24, 1910. 






Enclosure 1 in No. 464. 





Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, September 22, 1910. 
CREGHANMERAH, A set of K.CZE, insignit shoutl be sent. by you to the 
Resident, Persian Gulf, who on receiving instructions from Tehran will deliver it to 
the Sheikh if the grant is approved, Pleaso let me know when the insignia will be 
received. 











Enclosure 2 in No. 464, 







Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(Telegraphic.) BP. September 26, 1910, 

MOHANMERAH. K.C.LB, for sheikh, With reference to your telegram of the 
22nd instant, a set of insignia, which the Resident, Persian Gulf, should receive by tho 
3rd or Ath proximo, has been sent off to-day. 














[85033] No. 465, 
India Ofice to Foreign Osice.—(Received September 27.) 





Sir, India Office, September 26, 1910. 
TAM directed by tho Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of tlic 14th September, 1910, regarding the assurances to be given to the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Viscount Morley accep 
avoid for the present 








s the view of Secretary Sir B, Grey, that it will be better to 
naval demonstration at the head of the Persian Gulf, and to 
arrange that when His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire proceeds to Mohatnmerah 
to give the assurances he should be conveyed thither in a gun-boat, 

The King has now been pleased to approve the grant of the distinction of a 
K.C.1.E, and instructions have been issued to the Government of India to forward 
a set of insignia 1» Colonel Cox direct for delivery to the sheikh on instructions from 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

It would, Lam to explain, be in accordance with the usual practice to obtain from 
the sheikh aa undertaking that the insignia should be returned after his own, death, 
but the adoption of such a course would seem inappropriate on this occasion, in view 
of the nature of the assurances regarding the sheikh’s successors, and might give rise 
to misunderstanding in his own mind. Lord Morley therefore proposes, subject to 
Sir E. Grey's concurrence, to dispense with this undertaking, and to include the cost 
of the i , estimated at 321 Sa. 6d, in the annual adjustment between the two 
Governments of diplomatic and consular expenditure in Persi 

Tam, &e. 

COLIN G, ©. 
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[85098] No. 466. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Soptember 27.) 
Melegrophio) P. 


‘St. Petersburgh, September 27, 1910. 
{USSO-PERSIAN relations, ee 


Telegrams Nos, 383 to 385 of the 26th September from Tehran. 

Mi. oklewaly's aliaaions Yo te, arewing ublic feeling in Russia in favour of 
intervention were doubtless made for the purposes of his argument, for there are no 
indications here of any such a current of opinion. 

At the same time, the reports which the Russian Government have received from 
‘Tehran have convinced them that a continuance by the two Powers of their present 
forbearing attitude towards the Persian Governnient will not secure any satisfaction 
from the Atnisry now in power in suah matters as the conversion of he eenitn heck 
debt, the employment of foreign assistants, concessions, &c. ‘The Russian Government, 
therefore, wish to try the effect of administering a serious warning to the Persian 
Government, and of following it up, if necessary, by some active form of pressure; 
they consider that if action on these lines results’ in the present Cabinet's downfall, 
any combination which may sueceed them can only be an improvement, It would of 
course be somewhat inconsistent with the new policy which the Russian Government 
wish to adopt to make a money advanco to the Persian Government at this jenctere 


but no decided wish to oppose such an advance has been shown so far by 
M, Sazonow, 


(ie 268.) 












[35099] No, 467. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 
(No, 260.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 27, 1910. 

PROPOSED loan to Persia on security of Crown jewels. 

My telegram No. 267 of the 26th September. 

T saw M. Sazonow to-day, and his Excellency showed me a telegram from 
M, Poklowsky, in which the latter expressed the opinion that it was impossible for 
tho Russian Bank, in viow of the terms of the Imperial Bank's concession, to maintain 
its exclusive claim to nexotiate advances on State property. M. Poklewsky added, 
however, that it was desirable that the conclusion of the proposed loan should not take 
place the debts due to the Russian Bank had been converted, and M. Sazonow 

d that this view was shared by the Minister of Finance, 

I ropeated the argument referred to in my telegram No. 267+ that for the reasons 
thoroin stated the arrangement with regard to the priority of the conversion of the 
debts due to the two banks did not apply to the present case, I pointed out also 
that it was doubtful whether His Majesty’s Government, while they were most anxious 
to do nothing that could be prejudicial to the conversion of the Russian Bank's debts, 
could prevent tho Imperial’ Bank from concluding a commercial transaction of the 
nature contemplated. Ladded that it was obvious that if the Persian Government 
wore willing to pledge the State jewels, which were valued at far more than 100,000, 
thoy seould have no eiculty in Yising the money in some othes quarter. 

‘To this M. Sazonow replied that he must consult the Minister of Finance on the 
matter, adding that. great importance was attached by M. Kokovtsoff to the conversion 
of the debts duo to the Russian Bank. His Excelleney observed also that people wero 
saying that the Persian Government were according advantages of different kinds to 
Great Britain and none to Russia, 

A better impression would have been produced if it could have been arranged 
that Russia should take up a half share of the proposed loan, but he knew that 
financial assistance from Russia would be refused by the Persian Government, 

M, Sazonow said, in conclusion, that he would submit to M. Kokovtsoff the 
argument that the Persian Government would be able to raise money elsewhere on 
the Crown jewels, and promised also to enquire as to how the negotiations for the 
conversion of the debts due to the Russian Bank were progressing. 












































[35033] No. 468. 


Sir Bdweard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 281.) 


(Telegraphic.) _R. aeceone Bicep: Office, September 27, 1910. 
ING’S telegram No, 206 of 22nd July. . 

bactereaer aa for "Sheikh of Mohammerah have been forwarded to His 
Majesty's consul-general at Bushire direct from India, and should reach him about 
Se aaa eave mola proceed to Mohammerah in a gun-boat and 
confer them on sheikh, at the same i 1° ourering hess together with ver! 

i of which ant to him direct on 2 July. 

perme Se aN “nsigmnia should be returned on death of holder should not 
be asked for in this case. . 

Please instruct Colonel Cox accordingly. 








(34621) No, 469. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
ge ee Foreign Office, September 27, 1910. 


THE Persian Minister called at this Offico on the 21st instant and showed to 
Mr. Mallee ¢ tclegeam from his Government to the effect that the Acting assian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had warned the Porsian Minister at St, Petersburgh tha 
the attitude ofthe Rersian Cabinet was hostile to Rusa, and that if this attitude wae 
maintained the Russian Government would have to adopt measures to protect their 
interest, pd ee ae tae 
‘The Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs wished mo:to know that the hostility 
the Persian Government consisted’ in aot granting concessions for motor tafia on 
sir three principal roads. : 
ate Males riled tat sorrding 0 3 Sazonow’'s account, the Persian Govern 
anent had failed to mot Russian views not only in this respect, but in the mattors of 
the attack on M. Pasiok and the conversion of the Mussian debt, and they had 
completely ignored the advice jointly offered by Great Britain and Russia as to the 
engagement of foreign assistants in the Persian administration. nen 
Mr. Mallet added that he thought that there must, be room for compromise, and 
hoped that the Persian Government would show a more conciliatory spirit, 
Tam, & 
E. GREY. 

















(34108) No. 470. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ziegler and Co, 


ie Foreign Ofice, September 27, 1910. 
eet dizestod by Seorotary Sic H. Grey to acknowledge the recvipt of your letter 
of the 19th instant respecting the effect on your trade in Persia of the present disturbed. 
state of that country. ; 

Hote im to sate the delay in answering your lotr of tho 16th ultimo was die 
to the fact that Sir E. Grey understood tho expression ‘the Russian advance in the 
Azerbaidjan,” which is mentioned as having destroyed your export trade to Northern 
Persia, to refer to the Russian military occupation of Tabreoz and Kazvit , which led 
him to make enquiries by telegraph of His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran as to the 

suracy of your supposed statement. Sir G. Barclay’s reply has now arrived, and 
fully confirms the explanation furnished in your letter under reply. © 

As regards the general subject, of your earlier letter, 1 am to inform you that 
ir E. Grey recognises the trath of the statements contained in it as to the situation in 
Southern P and that His Majesty’s Government have by no means lost sight of 

tion. fae: 

= tan to state, for your confidential information, that the Russian, Government have 
agreed in principle to a proposal put forward by His Majesty's Government that a 
[1733] Q 
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strong joint representation should be mado to the Persian Government as to the state 
of the roads, and are awaiting a report on the subject from their representative at 
‘Tehran, while His Majesty's Government have under their consideration a new and 
more effective scheme for dealing with the situation, and will insist on its application 
if the Persian Government fail to take steps to restore Genet thee a given time. 

am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





No. 471. 






(85155) 
‘Mesers. Seligman Brothers to Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 28.) 
Sir, 18, Austin Friars, London, September 26, 1910. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the 22nd. 
September, 1910, in reply to our letter of the 15th instant. 

1. In ‘answer to your question with regard to the security it is proposed to assign 
for the loan, we would refer you to the previous correspondence, especially to our letter 
of the 13th May, in which we categorically informed you that the contract would only 
de entered into if approved by the Foreign Oflice, “At this stage we have not taken 
up the question of any particular security, which would be largely dependent on the 
fizo oF tho loan, Wevean only repeat that no security will be cousidered until after 
consultation with His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran and subject to the approval of your 
dopartment, We desire to express our regrot that our former assurance upon’ this 
Polat appenrs to have beon overlooked. 

2, With regard to your second question, e,g-, “what proportion of shares would be 
offered for sale in forcign markets ?” it is not contemplated to issue any shares at all. 
‘Wo propose to follow the procedure usually adopted in similar cases, such as the loan 
we financed for the city of Rio de Janeiro for 2,000,001. last year under the guaranteo 
of the Brazilian Government, 

‘The contract with the Persian Government 
should issue the bonds here, and in ease we considered the amount offered too large 
for England to absorb, the remainder would bo distributed amongst our correspondents 
in the countries named, who would either make a public issue or sell them in blocks, 
whichever they might find the moro convenient. 

3, We would beg to point out that no power on earth o 
obtaining bonds if they wish, as they would buy them in London once an issue is 
made; in the same way as exchequer bonds of this country are largely held abroad. 
hana’ comPanY il bo Formed to oat this Toa, the entire control tenaining in our 
hands. 

4, If Tis Majesty's Government would prefer it, we can arr 
1,000,001, without the co-operation of our foreign correspondent 
arrange for an issue of 2,000,000L. or 2,500,000 speration, in either case 
the contract being subject to the approval of His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran. 

We have reason to Velicve that our financial assistance to Persia would be 
favourably received by the Russian Government, and we feel strongly that if any real 
good is to be rendered to Persia nothing less than 2,000,000. or 2,500,001, will be of 
‘permanent service. 

We wow ask whether, if the following conditions are adhered to, Secretary Sir 
award Grey is prepared to allow us to issue abroad as well as here, and to view the 
proposed loan favourably. 

5. (1.) No foreign correspondents to acquire any control of any kind or to take 
any official part in the negotiations, their sole interest consisting of a possible purchase 
from ua of the bonds to be offered for sale, 

2.) The contract and securities to be subject to the approval of His Majesty's 




















wuld be solely in our name, and we 
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Minister at Tehran, and mention of this fact to appear in our prospectus. 
Awaiting the favour of an early reply, we have, &. 


SELIGMAN BROTHERS, 
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[85189] No. 472. 
J Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey.—{Reecived September 28,) 
(No. 387.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. ‘Teliran, September 28, 1910. 
MY telegram No. 379 of 24th September: Persian Regency. 
Nasr-ul-Mulk has telegraphed to the Medjliss accepting Regency, but gather from 
Prime Minister, whom I saw yesterday, that his acceptance was not regarded as 
altogether final. 





35201) No, 473. 
Mr, OBeirne to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 2702) 


{Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 28, 1910. 

YOUR telegram No. 283 of the 27th September to Tehran. 

I spoke to-day to M. Sazonow in the sense of the abovo telegram. 

AL Sazonow said that the instructions which you had sent fo Sir . Barclay wore 
entirely in accordance with his views and expressed his warm thanks for your action, 
He said that I might inform you that if the two conditions imposed by Russia were 
accepted by the Persian Government, he would undertake that the Kazvin force should 
be recalled within tho space of twenty-four hours. 

AM. Sazonow said that he would send to M, Poklewsky instructions similar to those 
which you had sent to Sir G, Barclay, 














35202) No. 474, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edveard Grey—(Recoived September 28.) 
(No. 271.) 


(Pelegraphic.) P. St, Petoraburgh, September 28, 1910, 

PROPOSED loan on security of Persian Crown jewels, 

My telegram No, 269 of the 27th September, 

T saw M. Sazonow to-day, and his Excellency informed me that after our yesterday's 
conversation he had written to M, Kokovtsoff, the Minister of Finance, and recom 
mended that no opposition should be offered by the Russian Government to tho 
conclusion by the Inporial Bank of Persia of the proposed loan. No roply from 
M, Kokovtsoff had so far reached him, 

To my enquiry as to whether it would help matters if His Majesty's Government 
were to join in pressing tho Persian Government to expedite negotiations for the 
conversion of the debts due to the Russian Bank. M. Sazonow replied that such 
co-operation on the part of His Majesty's Government would certainly be of use. 


























(34957) No. 475. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 283.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Ogice, September 28, 1910, 

YOUR telegram No. 383 of the 26th September. 

It is absolutely essential, on European and not merely on local grounds, that the 
solidarity of action of the two Powers in Persia should be maintained, and care should 
be taken not to allow any divergence of views with your Russian colleague to assume 
undue proportions. If joint action of the two Powers should lead to resignation of the 
Cabinet it would be unfortunate, but this consideration should not be allowed to 
impair the harmony now existing hetween the two legations, 

Could not M. Poklewski be conciliated by your active support on the questions of 
the motor-ear concession on the ‘Tabrecz and Enzeli roads, and of the Karadagh 
mines? ‘The former of these is, in effect, a mere extension in accordance with the 

ee of science and ci mn of the road concessions ly granted to tho 
Russians, and I think your active support might be given on the understanding that 
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the Kazyin troops, which the Russians promised in the first instance to withdraw as 
soon as calm was restored, will be withdrawn in the near future, although I admit that 
the connection between the two questions is not logical. 

T consider that His Majesty’s Government would be justified in joining the 
Russian Government in pressing for these concessions, as proof that the Persian 
Government are not hostile to Russian interests, and that the withdrawal of Kazvin 
troops could take place without damage to those interests, since the withdrawal is so 
obviously in the interest of the Persian Government, even if they fail to realise it 
themselves. 

‘The insecurity of the southern roads, which will necessitate immediate recourse 
to the road-guards scheme, might be included in the grievances concerning which 
joint representations could be made. 





[34957] No. 476. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
Foreign Ofice, September 28, 1910. 


(No. 600.) 
(Telegraphic) 
ANGLO- 
You should speak to M. Sazonow in sense of my telegram No. 283 of to-day to 
Sir G, Barglay, and state that His Majesty’s Government hope that he will instruct 
M, Poklowski similarly. 











(35220) No. 477. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived September 29.) 


No, 110, Confidential.) 





Brussels, September 27, 1910. 

‘THE Persian Government has, as you may haye already learnt, instructed its 
~ in the various Kuropean eapitals to do their best to influence the local press 
Against the action of Russia in continuing to maintain Russian garrisons in Tabreez 
and. Kaavin, and in maki grant of certain concessions, unconnected with the 
professed object of their presence, such as that of a Russia wonopoly on the 
Rant ronda, condition. ef thefr withdrawal froin Persian territory. Sly "Persian 
colleague, Mofakhar-es-Sultaneh, who is himself a Tabreesi and a brother of the 
Sukat-ul-islam, the Tabreoz Mujtehid, whose house was recently: searched for a 
deserter, by Russian Cossacks, spoke to me in this connection with some feeling of the 
manuer in'which the Russians wore behaving in Northern Persia, and intimated his 
Uelief that the recent rising in Mazenderan on behalf of the deposed Shah had been 
got up by them with the object of finding a pretext for landing Russian troops in that 
provinee, He asked me, as a lover of Persia, where I had so many friends, what 
1 thought his countrymen ought to do to get rid of the Russian occupation. 

T told him that ‘own personal opinion, although I was now too much out of 
touch with Persian affairs to express any decided view respecting them, one happy 
result of the Anglo-Russian ontente was the fact that it would continue to deter the 
Russian Government from adopting any measure of occupation which could seriously 
threaten the independence of his country, and that, but for it, a Russian advance 
on Tehran, which certain elements in Russia would undoubtedly have favoured, might 
have prevented the successful rising against Mohammed Ali Shah. I thought, however, 
so far as T could judge, that the attitude for some time past of conspicuous Persian 
Nationalists and members of the Persian Medjliss, not to speak of the wholo tone of 
tho emancipated Persian press, had been of « nature to give just provocation to the 
Russian Government and to wound or offend Russian feeling, 1 be 
that a canetiatory poigy on tho part of tho Persians towards Russia evidenced by the 
sottlement of Russian claims and by the cessation of violent anti-Russian language in 
the Parliament and press of Tehran, would do far more good than rec: 
protests or attempts at a newspaper campaign in Belgium or elsewhere in Europe, 
which he must realise could produce no more practical effect than the recent spoutings 
hore of the Young Egyptian Congress. He agreed—though he has had to try to tune 
the Belgian press—and added that one of their difficulties with Russia was that their 
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Jate Minister at St. Petersburgh, his brother Mofakham-ed-Dowleh, had found himself 
obliged to give up that post for Rome, aud that they now only had there a young, 
chargé affaires, with whom the Russian Government disdained to discuss Persian 
affairs. 

"The occasion of my call, which was one of condolence on the death of the Regent, 
‘Azad-ul-Mnlk, led him to express the opinion that Nasr-ul-Mulk would be too timid to 
accept the vacant Regency, and that it would probably devolve on the present Premier, 
fr perhaps on Ain-ed-Dowieh, who was endeavouring to obliterate the remembrance of 
his reactionary past by lvishing money on the Nationalist members of the Medjliss. 

ave, &c. 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 














[35234] No. 478. 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 29.) 
Si Treasury Chambers, September 28, 1910, 


Sir, 

THAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Mr. Mallot’s 
Jotter of the 5th instant and the enclosed copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s chargé 
d'affaires at Tehran relative to the maintenance of the escort of His Majesty's consulate 
at Shiraz at its present increased strength. : 

In repls, Lam to say that, as recommended by Seoretary Sir E: Grey, my Lords 
sanction the rotention of tho additional sowars and tho chatgo of one-half of the 
expense therein involved on Imperial funds, on condition that tho escort is reduced to 
{ts normal strength as soon as this step can safely be taken, as to which His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran wil be instructed to report, 

am, &. 


'T. L, HEATH, 








[35305] No. 479. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdioard Grey.—(Received September 29.) 
No. 389, 
(Keiggeaphie) P, Gulahek, September 29, 1910. 

POLICING of southern roads. me oie 

Up till now I have thought it advisable to delay our joint represontations with 
respect to the roads in Southern Porsia, partly because it soemed to mo that, the 
Gecusion of the Persian Government obtaining money would be a more opportuno 
fnoment for making them, and partly because I did not wish to embarrass the 
Government by whom a strong Governor-Genoral of Fars had been appointed. 

T see from your telogram No. 283 (of the 28th September) that too much 
importance must tiot be attached to the second’ consideration, and as the insecurity of 
the Ispahan-Shiraz route is worse than over and the Governor-General-designate has 
hot yet left Tehran, I think we might now make our representations on the lines 
Suggested in your telegram, appointing three mouths as the period within which the 
Persian Government must re-establish security of the roads. ‘ 

Before taking action, however, 1 would stato that conversation with Russion 
Minister has led me to understand that a similar demand on the part of Russia for the 

licing of the northorn roads may be called forth by oar scheme. Such an eventuality 
Mould double the difficulty of obtaining the Persian Government's consent to our 
proposals, and may render recourse to active measures necessary in order to carry 


them through. 

















(35311) No, 480, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 29.) 
(No. 390.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 29, 1910. 
HABL-UL-MATIN. 
With reference to the Government of India’s telegram of the 28th September, I 


have the honour to state that I see no reason why the editor should not be deported, 
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(85202) No. 481. 
Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No 285) ; 
‘legraphic.) P, Foreign Office, September 29, 1910. 
"YOU soy a2t in, cooordanco with last, paragraph of Me. O'Beirae's tl 
No, 271 of yesterday, regarding conversion of arsian Governmen’s debt 16 Russia 








[84628] No, 482. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 286.) id is 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, September 29, 1910. 

OIL: company’s loan, 

Sco your telegram No, 380 of the 25th September. 

‘At the present moment it would not be easy for His Majesty's Government to 
countenance any loan, and I think, in view of the course we have hitherto pursued, and 
the possibility that a Government loan may be settled in tho riear ‘future, we could not 
now withdraw our veto on the employment of the southern custome surplus: 









[84932] No. 483. 





ir Bavward Grey to Sir G. Lovether, 





(No. 206.) 
Sir, Foreign Oice, September 2 
‘TID Twkish Arbesandor called at this Office on tho Ble ingant to ee aue 
had been instructed to inform His Majesty’s Government that his Government had 
hoon obliged to send a certain number of troops to places on the Turco-Persian frontier 
in the neighbourhood of Urumia, as there were considerable excitement and unrest 
prevailing there, His Excellency added that this step had been taken merely as a 
matter of police and becauso the Persian Government were quite unable, chiefly for 
al reasons, to do it themselves, ‘The object was merely the protection vf Turkish 
acts, and it appeared to be admitted, though he did not say as much, that the 
torvitory was Persian, 

















GREY. 


{84930} No. 484. 


Sir Bdward G 





ry to Mr. Mitchell Innes, 





Sir Koreign Ofico, September 20, 1 
__" THE American Ambassador called at this Office athe Sead emt atiteoned 
inter alia, that on the 13th instant the Russian Embassy at Washington had communi 
catod to the United States Government an aide-mémoire to the effect that the Persian 
Government proposed to appoint American financial advisors in Persia, and that. the 
Russian Government hoped that the American Government would veto this proposal on 
the ground that it was far better to appoint such advisors from among the minor European 
Powwors, and to avoid the jealonsy that would te eaused by the selection of the subjects 
or citizens of u Great Power, 
; us fold that this information was hardly up to date, and that 
quite 3 vernment had agreed with the Russian Government that 
Americans not being subjects of a European Power, their engagement would not be 
ikely to give rise to political difficulties such as would be likely to occur if Europeans, 
other than subjects of minor Powers, were selected. ; 


























Tam, &e. 
E. GREY. 
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[85373] No. 485. 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received September 30.) 
Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, September 29, 1:10. 


OWING to the time of the year and the absence of the present writer, there has 
been some unavoidable delay in replying to your letter of the 19th August. 

‘Your lettor deals separately with the views of Sir Edward Grey upon the respective 
claims of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. and ourselves, and we will adopt the same 
order and take his observations point by point, dealing first with the claim of Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co.:— 


Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, fully appreciate the fact that, for the purpose of 
arriving at an exact figure of claim, the amount realised by an actual sale of the oxide 
would enable one side of the calculation to be fixed more definitely than in any other 

‘ble way, but they wish us to point out that anything in the nature of an iminediate 

rreed sale of the oxide would, in their view and ours, be very prejudicial to the best 
interests of the Persian Government or the Muin, as the case may be, because the 
‘amount of the claim would thereby be increased, and of Messrs. F, C. Strick and Co, 
who would be prejudiced by the flooding of the market with oside at a forced sale 
price, At the same time Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. are quite prepared to carry 
Out the wishes of His Majesty's Government in this respect if, alter cousideration of 
the circumstances we have pointed out, it is still thought necessary that a sale of the 
oxide should take place as a preliminary step to fixing the amount of their claim, on 
the understanding, of course, that the interests of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. shall 
not be prejudiced, and in the meantime no opportunity is being missed of making any 
possible sale at a reasonable price. 

2, Sir Edward Grey's second point relates to the other side of the calculation. 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, fully appreciate the fact that in order to arrive at a just 
calculation there must he a fair comparison between the value, whether realised by 
sale, as suggested by Sir Edward Grey, or not, of the oxide under present circumstances 
‘and’ the sale of the oxide had Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co.'s contract beon left 
undisturbed and worked out in the ordinary and natural course of business. So far ns 
any question of fluctuation of value enters into the latter part of this comparison, it is 
probably enovgh for us to say at this moment that there never has been for years past 
any reduction in the market value of oxide due to trade causes, and, on the contrary, 
thit it has consistently increased in market value. 

This can be shown to demonstration beforo any tribunal or to the satisfaction of 
any impartial person, We will only add on this point that Messrs. Andrew Weir 
inl Cor are, of course, fully prepared. to justify the ealculations of value contained 
the statement of their claim already before Sir Edward Grey, and we append evidence 
to this effect (soo Enclosures 1 to 19), 

3. When Mr. ML. Ellinger had the pleasure of discussing matters with Mr, Norman, 
on the 9th instant, the former suggested that, under the circumstances, it might be 
advisable that in the meantime a settlement should be pressed for of item 8 of Messrs. 
‘Andrew Weir and Co.'s claim and also of our claims, and that settlement of items 1 
‘and 2 of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co,’s claim should be applied for as soon as the 
‘question is definitely settled as to the form the claim should take, 

Mr. Norman appeared to think this course quite practicable, and we respectfully 
ask that it be adopted. 

With regard to the observat 
to submit the following replies : 

4.—(1.) It is quite true, as stated by Sir Edward Grey, that the documents 
forwarded by us do not on the face of them establish our right to commission in 
express terms, but we would point out that we are joined as parties to both the 
agreements with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. in the character of agents of the 
Muin, and this of itself inferentially justifies a claim of commission, secing that we 
could hardly be supposed to take an active part in connection with the sale of the 
oxideand the representation of the interests of the Muin here without any remunerati 

‘a matter of fact, however, we are able to say positively that we have since the y 
1900, by arrangement hetween ourselves and Muin, received a commission at the rate 
of 5 per cent. upon all sales of oxide, the rate having been in previous years Lper cent.. 
then 24 per cent., and ultimately 5 per cent., and in each ease hy express arrangement. 
We have not preserved the old correspondence, but_our ledgers corroborate our 
statement, and we enclose a copy of a letter received from the Muin, dated the 









































ns of Sit Edward Grey upon our own claim, we have 
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20th December, 1908 (see Enclosure 20), from which it will be seen that the Muin 
expressly recognised our right to 5 per cent. commission on oxide. We further 
enclose copies of letters (see Enclosures 21 to 24) in the years 1907, 1908, 1909, and 
1910, mn which we advised him that we have charged hint 8 per cent. commission on 
Gide gold under eontracts with Mere. FO. Strick and Co, and Moser. Andrew, Weir 
and Co. 

We trust that this statement will be accepted as justifying our position so far as 
the question of the right to commission at the particular rate claimed is concerned. 

(2.) Sir Edward Grey suggests that any commission to which we may be entitled 
should’ be recovered by us from the Muin. It may be that theoretically we have a 
right of action against the Muin, but we would point out that our claim to commission 
stands upon exactly the same principle in this respect as the claim of Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co, ‘Their grievance is that they have sustained a loss because the oxide 
which they contracted to buy has not been delivered. Our grievance is that we have 
sustained a loss by not receiving the commission that we should have received if the 
xis had Hoou dolivered, Ta oth caoos alike the nonclelivary'of the oxide is the 
oot of tho claim, and the non-delivery is due to the action of the Persian Government, 
‘and wo respectfully submit that His Majesty's Government are under obligations to 
sce that wo aro indemnified, regard being had to all the special circumstances of this 
matter, which we have already fully laid before Sir Edward Grey. ‘The fact that we 
aro entitled in this rospect to the same protection by Hix Majesty’s Government ag 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., was fully recognised in Mr. Langley’s letter to us of 
the 20th July last, 

(3.) Sir Edward Grey 
roferred to in the second 
dope 








istinguishes our position with regard to the 31,000 tons 
mi of our claim from the first item of claim which 
Js upon tho contract with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 
In tho first place, we wish frankly to admit that we cannot, and do not, claim as 
‘an actual matter of contract between the Muin and ourselves that we are entitled to a 
claim of commission, as such, upon this particular quantity of 31,000 tons. Our 
postion broadly iv that wo hve beon for many yours the aeeraited agents of the 
fuin, and-hnd every possible reason to suppose ‘that wo should continue to occupy 
that position, and. to occupy it with special relation to the fact that the Muin had a 
porpsival concession, and monopoly of Hormiz oxide. Tn the ordinary course of 
business further sales of oxide to a very much greater extent than 31,000 tons would 
have been made by him, throngh us as his agents, and we should have received a 
accordingly, ‘The as f His Majesty’s Government and of tho 
Muin-ut-Tujjar that the latter's concession was in perpetuity led us to regard 
ourselves as Interested parties, not only within the limits of the oxide to be delivered 
under one contract for a short 'terin of years, but induced us to make untiring efforts 
to complete such arrangements with regard to the future disposal of oxide as would 
ensure the retontion of this business for a long term of years in British hands, and we 
ily venture to say that no one knows better than Sir Edward Grey himself, the 
































presented by 
‘comparatively small quantity of oxide, if 
wo had not had every reason to believe that the Muin had a perpetual concession, 
Our claim is really in the nature of compensation for services rendered in our 
negotiations for the future sale of oxide, and (or for disturbance) also for obvious 
damage to our commercial credit for having been allowed to offer on the London 
imarket a property, the title to which is now suggested to be entirely bad, and to have 
deen upheld by fraudulent means, In assessing this claim at an amount representing 
the equivalent of commission upon a quantity of oxide that has actually been sold 
already over and beyond the quantity included in Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co.'s 
contract, and during the currency of their contract, we submit that we have placed a 
very moderate assessment upon the compensation, to which, in all justice, we are 
mtitled for having our agency swept away owing to the action of the Persian 
Goverment, 

If the Persian Government are still delaying preparation of the promised note, we 
shall be glad to hear that His Majesty's Government will nevertheless now proceed to 
press energetically for a settlement of our claims and those of Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co, 

















We are, &e. 
ELLINGER xp Co. 
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Enolosire 1 in No. 485. 
Note by Mesors. Elinger and Co. 


PERSIAN GULF red was a monopoly, and the shade obtained from this oxide 
cannot be produced from any other oxide. ‘The particular shade is required by the 
trade, and has steadily grown in favour, as is manifested by the growth in consumption. 

‘Phe following figures are submitted as evidence of the growth in consumption 
during the period of years in which we sold tho oxide to Messrs, F. O. Strick 


and Co., 


From the 1et January, 1902, to the Slat December, 1906, the average ‘Tons, 
fonaamption Was ewe a Sith eer 

From the lst January, 1907, t6 the 10th April 1910, the averago 
consumption Was se ee wee ewe THB 





whereas during the period in which we sold the oxide to Messrs, Weir and Co.— 


From the 1et January, 1909, to tho 10th April, 1910, the average annual ‘Tons. 
consumption wan) Sara pomitat Mere SLT) 
(N.B—The 10th April, 1910, was’ the date“on which the contract was 
‘broken by the purchase of 6,000 tons from the Persian Government 
by Mesars, Strick.) 


It is evident from the above figures that the growth of consumption has been 
continuous, and still continues. i 

‘As evidence of the growth of prices paid to the Muin-ut“Tnjjar, the following 
are the selling prices of successive contracts made by us for him with Messrs. 
F, C. Strick and Co. -— 








Contract for Two Years. a Pee me 
Dated the 24st December, 1901 ee 6 per ton, fo.b, Hormuz. 
Contract for One Year. 
ted tho 216% December, 1903 i 2 0 é 
2st December, 1904 35 6 x 
Ist Decomber, 1105 «5 ‘ a 6 i" 
2 120) November, 1906 hg mete ARKO 





We have no evidence of the prices obtained by Messrs. F. O, Strick and Go,, but 
we know from what buyers have told us that_ they haye paid steadily increasing prices, 

‘The following is submitted as evidence that it was reasonable to expect a growth 
in price payable to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co.: On the 10th April, 1910, tho. stock 
was 6,889 tons, and there remained still to be shipped 5,218 tons before expiration of 
the contract on the Slst March, 1912, which would havo given a supply of 12,053 tons, 
whilst the probable consumption, on the above-mentioned annual average of 8,386 tons, 
would equal 16,422 tons, an excess of demand over supply to the amount of 
4,360 tons. 

Tt was apparent that Uiere would have been a scarcity of oxide towards. tho 
conelusion of the contract, and that this would have enabled Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Co. to command higher prices for their product. In formulating Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co’s claim under item 3, the actual prevailing selling prices have been 
taken, with the exception of those obtained from the Golden Valley Ochre and Oxide 
Company and Messrs. ©. K. Williams and Co,, Easton, ‘These two firms, which had 
been. specially favoured as regards prices by Messrs. F, C. Strick and Co., were 
obtaining the product at prices considerably below those paid by their competitors, 
‘ud, with a view to the fact that it would be impossible to supply the whole market 
with its requirements for the complete period of the contract, it had already been 
decided to advance the prices required from these two firms, so as to reduce tho 
advantage that they were obtaining over their competitors, an increase in price having 
already been obtained from the other consumers in this country. ‘The Golden Valley 
liad already been advised that a higher price would be required for futuro business, 

‘lw enclose copies of the letters, dated the 26th November, 1900 and the 23rd March, 
1910 (see Enclosures 2 and 3). 
We had satisfied ourselves that Mesers, C. K, Williams and Co. wore selling the 
[1738] 48 
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342 z 
oxide in tho United States to consumers, whom we visited there, at 22 dollars per ton, 
equal to 91s. 8d. per ton, and had: they not heen willing to pay us the required advance 
vo had made arrangements to sell direct to consumers. Had Messrs. Andrew Weir 
‘and Co. been left in uninterrupted control of the business for the remaining period of 
the contract, sales would haye heen effected to the Golden Valley Ochre and Oxide 
Company and C, K, Williams and Co. at the rate of 70s. per ton, fo. 

We attach particulars (see Enclosure 4) showing you how the average selling price 
of 738, 8d. per ton is arrived at, and further a sheet (see Enclosure 14) showing how 
the cost, fr, of 608, 11d. per ton is obtained. 













Enclosure 2 in No. 485. 
Mesare. Ellinger and Co. to the Golden Valley Ochre and Oxide Company. 


Dear Sirs, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 25, 1909. 

FURTHER to our letter of the 18th November, we have been going into our 
stock of Ormuz red at Avonmouth dock and find that, after satisfying our present 
ntracts, wo shall have 500 tons ex, steamship “Auchendalo” available, and this 
quantity we shall be pleased to offer you at the same price as your current contract, 
dolivery to follow immediately on the samo, not less than 125 tons per month. After 
this quantity is exhausted, as already mentioned, the price, we regret must be 70s, 
per ton, 





We are, &e. 
ELLINGER axp Co. 










{Enclosure 3 in No. 485, 


Messrs, Ellinger and Co. to the Golden Valley Ochre and Oxide Company. 





Dear Sirs, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, March 23, 1910. 

WE ‘thank you for your favour of yesterday and note contents, Wo expect a 
cargo at Avonmouth por steam-ship  Olifto next month and should be very 
pleased to deliver you 300 tons ex. this steamer at 70s. per ton, fo.b., less 1s. 3d. per 












ton, saving effected on taking in and out of warehouses expenses. ‘Terms, net cash in 
thirty days. 
‘We shall be glad to know that this will be agreeable to you, in which case we will 





send you our contract note, 
We aro, &. 
ELLINGER Axp Co. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 485. 


Sueer 1.—Evidence of Average Selling Prices. 



















‘Amount. 















































1135 7 0 


18,750 0 0 


ao 2 0 
2075 0 0 


24207 4 6 





Proportion Gopy of Specie 
ar | woud have oon | BNGiGe SHOMIPE | Price 
Stock in | taken by— | Steached and | £0* 
| ad 
| Golden Valley Ochre| Enclosure 8. 
apd Oxide Com- 
ae Wick 7 0 
ile . Williams and ” Coe 
cay Ca 7 .| 26 
690 ‘| Vii Collly Colour} » at 
. Mat- 
| Teach, Neal, and » Bo 
nal este sO allan 
ohn Birch antSon,] yy 10s 
Cheadla 
1000 ‘Ar G. Bgesor,| «| 15 0 
tpt (id) 2 ..| 8 0 
788 | Molzapfel's (Ut 0 x 
Cee anne pass Tees freight. oF 38 
Stock of NP ina 
MPS cereal 
Cologne, 
others | 
Goes atan average price of ss wee 8H 








to 
For shipment to 
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April 21 


Enclosure 5 in No. 485. 


[Copy:] 


Messrs. The Golden Valley Ochre and Oxide Company, 


Dr. to Ellinger and Co.— 
For the following goods sol 


058. 


F.0.B, Avonmouth Dock. 


22 
2" 
30 





(B.60,8) 





‘Tons ewts 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

9 
10 
10 
n 
10 


‘Tons 104; 6: 1:0 nsual quality Persian Gulf Hormux red oxide of iron, 
‘at 67s, Gd. per tote. + ae pe 





Limited, Wick, near Bristol. 


id. to you and forwarded for your account and risk 











104 


[As per Bristol Docks Committee advice notes attached, 
Net cash in 30 days +e 


+ 


——————————— 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 485. 
[Copy.] 


Messrs. C, K. Williams and Co., Easton, Pa. 


Dr, to Bllinger and Co.— 

For the following goods sold to you and forwarded for your account and risk to 
Bristol. 

For shipment to Philadelphia per steam-ship “Gloriana.”” 


Enclosure 9 in No. 485. 
(Copy.] 
‘Messrs. Pegg and Ellam Jones, Limited, Derby. 


Dr. to Ellinger and Co— 4 
For the following goods sold to you and forwarded for your account, and risk 































to i 
For shipment to : 
685. 


































es One track containing: tons ‘usual quality Persian Gulf Hormuz ee Ss 
1,800 tous, of 20 owts, from ore a 688 Gi. per tons, 987 ed oxide of irom, at 77s. 6d. pertonin balk. se yO A 
es a OR. Avonmouth Dek 
Not cash against shipping documents A - ve 4987 10 0 eaniannerner Seabee Wee. Haid 
et) (E. & 0, EB) 


Enclosure 10 in No, 485 


(Copy.] 
Messrs, John Birch and Son, 
Froghall Mills, Cheadle, Staffs. 








Enclosure 7 in No, 485. 
{Copy.] 


Mossrs. vid Collin Colour Company, Matlock Bath. 


Dr, to Eillinger and Co.— 
Hor tho following goods sold to you and forwarded for your account and risk 
to A 

For shipment to ¢ 











Dr. to Elli d.Co., ; 
Mor the following ‘goods sold to you and forwarded for your account and risk 
to . 





















For shipment to : 
sa. 





o/s. 


0: 0 usual quality Persian Gulf Hormus red oxide of iron, 
per ton. SEMI ait nese NSIG UST 


FOR, London, 
Not cash against dolivery order +. sevens SIG BT 
(B&0.8) 






tone 60:2: 0 wana quality Prian Gulf Hormux 
mat ec per tan in bulk. v2 











0/389. 
F.0.R, Avonmouth Dock. 

Not cash against delivery onder 4 Fo ease th 

£0.8) 








inclosure 11 in No. 485, 


{Copy.] 
Messrs Actien-Gesellschaft Georg Egestorll’s, 


Salawerke, Hannover. 


Enelosure 8 in No, 485. 
[Copy.] 


Messra. Leech Neal and Go., Limited, Derby, 


Dr, to WMlinger and Co.— 
For tho following goods sold to you and forwarded for your account and risk 
to r 
For shipment to 








Dr. to Ellinger and Co., ‘ 
For the following’ goods sold to you and forwarded for your aecount and risk 





to ‘ 
For shipment to Nordenham per steam-ship “Cliftonian,” 


0)96, 




















a) pha 
1,000 toos asoal quality Persian Gulf Hormus rod oxide of Iron, at 7x 
mrt OR ee ed ee ee BEE OAD 
Cost"of weighing 1,000'tons, 1,016,048 kilog. at 18'pf por 1,000 kilo 
‘O.R. Avonmouth Dock: 182-09 marks, at exchange 2045 to 1/, a8 a ooe 
Not cash aginst delivery order 5. =. ssn SRG mai 92 
(BOK) . CALE, Nordenbaw, 
Net cash against shipping documenta. Payment on arrival of steamer. 
(£0, B) 
[1738] 40 
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Enclosure 12 in No. 485. 
(Copy: 
Messrs. Holeapfel’s, Limited, ae 
feweastle-on-Tyne. 


Dr. to Bllinger and Co» 
for the following’ goods sold to you and forwarded for your account and risk 
to. : 









For shipment to 









oft. 
2 ae 
‘Tons 266: 12: 1:17 usual quality Persian Gulf Hormuz red oxide of 
fron, at 80s, per ton in bulk.» pve we ww 088 9 7 
ojstas. 
Vat Bxt0d, por ton, less 2 percent. 48 14 10 





> Wilhelm,” Nordetibain to Newcastle. 





017 14 8 





Gostand freight Noweastlo seven we 
( &0.B) 














Enclosure 13 in No. 485, 


(Copy. 
Messrs, Bruno Lampel, oe 
Cologne, Ehrenfeld, 
Dr. to Ellinger and Co, 
Hor te fallowing goods sold to you and forwanted for sour account and risk 
For shipmont to + 


0) 






‘503 tons (50,800 i 
0 84. 





sal quality Po 
ia bk 


POM. Ni 


hinge 60;800 kilog. at 13 pf per 1,000 kiloy., 6,604 marks: 
(exchange me 20°45 tol) 6. eee 


hilivory order ss vee nee BAG 
(B & 0. B) 
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Not eash og 


Enclosure 14 in No. 485. 





Eva of Cost Price. 





Cost of oxide, fab, Hormux 
ict dated the th Dece 
jar, Antrew Weir and Co 
‘You have had inspection.) 





1008, between 










eUecaas 
‘Seo Knclosires 15 and 16.) 
Insurance Fe aa oe ee =, 
(See Enelosiro 17.) 

Landing charges, st 



















i ing, and red 
‘Wighing in and out, also dock 210 4 
Totalcost 45 stews OL 


















‘Enclosure 15 in No, 485. 
[Copy-] 








‘To freight on iron ore, tons 820: 8 


15s, $d. per ton 
‘Less freight roceived “on account mate 














Enclosure 16 in No. 485. 


[Copy.] 
Mr. Harvey to Messrs, linger ai 













Dear 


Dalance of your cheque 652, 9s. 2d. forwarded the 8th 
‘Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Receipta herewith Ae ppd ae 
Heceipt for dues and entry, already forwarded 
Cheque berewith., ee 


[Copy.] 





‘THIS company pro 





Voyage: Hormuz to Nordenhiam, ‘and/or London, 
risk of craft at port of loading, 

Warranted free of particular average. 

Interest: Red ore in bulk. 


(Copy.} 


Dr. to the Bristol Docks Committeo— 
February 1910.—Ez, steam-shi 
To landing, storing, and redelivering, including 
Sewt 3.qrs.,at 2s, 3d. per ton, 92L. Gs. 















Haddon Hall” 2: 


Bristol, February 21, 1910. 


Mesars. Bristol Docks Committee, in account with Hartley, Hodder, and Son, 
per steam-ship “Haddon Hall.” 


fn 
625 11 8 
550 0 0 


wil 8 





SS 


ind Co. 
Bristol, Rebruary 21, 1910. 


Sir, 
“HADDON HALL.” I have pleasure in ennloaing you cheque for 2l. 14s. 4d., 


‘ebruary last. 


Yours faithfully, 
. 





—— 


Enclosure 17 in No. 485. 


China Traders’ Insurance Company to Messrs. HUinger and Co, 


Manchester, November 26, 1909. 


onally insures on your account :— 


Vessel: Steam-ship “Haddon Hall,” and/or steamer or steamers. 
andjor Avonmouth, excluding, 


‘Amount: 1,750L, at 10/- per cent., being 500 tons at 31, 10s. per ton. 


On receipt of the necessary particulars a stamped policy will be issued. 
pp. Hugh Fleming, 


A. WILLIAMS, Agent. 


Enclosure 18 in No, 485. 


Bristol Docks Committee to Mesers, Hllinger and Co. 
Avonmouth Dock, February 28, 1910. 





253: Tron 
weighing 





n and out, 820 tons 
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Bnelosure 19 in No. 485. 


[Copy.] 
Buusror. Dooxs. 















ACCOUNT of dock dues payable in respect of the undermentioned goods :— 
Bz. “Maddon Hall” at Hormuz, February 8, 1910, in Avonmouth Dock. 


Note—Duos on goods are payable before customs entry, and can in no case be 
carried to ledger account. 


‘Value for customs ontry— 


824 tonn red earth, at 7d. per ton 
oe for passing entry 


eth 
wor 
Onn 












PAL. Bs, 2d. + Roceipted and signed by— 
pip. Win, Reod, J, A. ROSE, 


February 9, 1910. 








Rnelosure 20 in No. 485. 


Hetract from Letter receired from the Muin-ut-Tujjar, dated Teliran, 
December 29, 1908, 







_ AS regards the sale of sulphur, Lvish to point out that the commission for this 
Article must not be tho same as for per cont. You know yourselves what 
expenses I have been put, to now, and what Tgain by it, So pleaso note. that 
with the exception of the oxide all other business should 

of 2 per cont. for you, 






done with » commission 

















osnro 21 in No, 4i 
[Copy.] 


Messrs, Hllinger and Co. to the Muin-ut-Tujjar, 









Doar Oxford Street, Manchester, Decembs 
_ WEE boys to advise having to-day re from Messrs. Frank ©, St 
(Limited), London, the last paymont against the oxide contract of 1906-7, on account 
Of 917 tons oxide which should have been taken delivery of by them on tho 
Pst Decomber, LOT, the amount of 1,952, 7a, dd, inclusive of seven days’ interest 
at 10 por cont, per arnum, which amount we pass to the credit of your account, izn.r. 
‘Our commission on this is 971, 12s. dd., and is placed to your debit. ae 
We are, 





















LINGER axp Co, 


Messra, Ellingor and Co, to the Muin-ut-Tujjar. 





28, Oxford Strech, Manchester, 
ved from Messrs. F 


August 1, 1908, 
Strick and Co. 



















the one-half cost of weighing oxide ex “ Arabistan,” 
































“We place this amount to the eredit of your accnunt whilst, we debit you.with, qur 


-commission on same, i.e., 381. 1a, 9d. 


We are, &c. 
ELLINGER xp Co. 


eee 








Enclosure 23 in No, 485 
(Copy-] 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to the Muin-w-Tujjar. 

Dear Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, August 20, 1909. 
WIE beg to ailvise having received the sum of 1,094l. 15s, bd., covering 


824 tons Tewt. 2 qrs. 7 Ibs, ex 800 ton contract, which amount we have, pagsed to 


‘your credit in account, whilst we debit you with our ‘commission on same, viz., 
Bal. 14s, 9d. 


We aro, &c. 
ELLINGER anp Co. 


——— 


Enclosure 24 in No, 485. 
[Copy.] 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to the Muin-at-Tujjar. 





Dear Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, Juno 4, 1910. 
WE beg to advise having received from Messrs. Androw Weir and Co., on 
account of 38 tons 6 cwts,, oxide, steamship “ Cliftonian,” which have been. taken 
up against delivery of 2,500’ tons due the 1st, April, 1911, an amount of 10OL, bs, bd. 
Miter allowing rebate of interest from the 22nd April, 1910, to the afore-mentioned 
date, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, payable before due date, | ‘This amount we 
hhave passed to the credit of your account under value date, 22nd April, whilst 
we debit you with our commission on same, vizw 51, Os. 2d. ‘The aboveanentionod 
Weight of 38 tons 6 owt. together with 4,980 tons, a8 stated in our letter to, you of 
the 10th March, 1910, makes a total outturn ex steamship “Cliftonian” of 
5,018 tons 6 ewts. 





We are, 








&o. 
LINGER axv Co, 
— eee 


(35412) No, 486, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office (Received September 30.) 





‘THE. Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Svoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy, of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 28th Soptember, relative to escort for telegraph officers while on 
tour in Persia, 


India Ofice, September 30, 1910. 








—— 


Enclosure in No. 486. 





Gorerument of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Welegraphie.) P. September 28, 1910. 
PLEASE’ see your telegram dated the 22nd September, 1909. 
Iv is proposed. by the director of Persian Gulf Tolegraphs, that. telegraph officers 
while on tour this year should again have an escort, ‘This itis impossible to supply 
[1738] aU 


































this year. 


opposed by the naval commander-i 
officers of fifty regulars under an 
of retaliatory measures on the part of the gun-ranners has made a larger force necessary 








from the Mekran levies, while any reduction of the garrisons at Chahbar and Jask is 
in-chief, ‘The dispatch of an escort for the tele; 


ey 
Tadian officer has been authorised. ‘The possibility 


(Repeated to resident, Persian Gulf.) 




















[85318] 


(No. 391.) 
(Pelegraphic, 
P 


of Po 








No. 487. 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived September 30.) 


Tehran, September 30, 1910. 


R 

Rat Government have recently deputed Vekil-el Roya to negotiate conversion 
Government's debts to Russian Bank with Russian Legation, and the 
negotiations are proceeding, satisfactoril 





















[85319] 


(No, 392.) 
‘Pelegraphic.) P. 
ENGAGEM 








Government, 







No. 488, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 


Gidahek, September 30, 1910. 


ANT of foreign assistants. 
With reference to your telegram No. 
honour to report that Russian Minister and I made the verbal communication, a8 
instructed, the day before yesterday. 
Hussein Kuli Khan ‘showed some annoyance at our representations, but we 
returned with the impression that our warning would be taken to heart by Persian 





14 of the 20th September, I have the 












(85432) 





(No. 393.) 

(Telegraphic) R. 
MY telegram No. 
Russi 

neighbour 







oot of Ar 





(Sent to St. Pe 








Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Gre 





rsburgh.) 


of 25th Septe 
n Minister tells me 





No. 489. 
(Re 





ined September 30.) 





Peliran, September 30, 1910. 
ber. 
tliat Shahsevans now have complete control of the 





Phey are also reported to be looting near Tabroez. 













[85433] 





from his prin 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Reecived September 30.) 


ference to St. Petersburgh telegram No. 
y manager of Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Is in London, he has refused the Persian Government's proposal for 
the loan of 100,001. on the security of the Crown jewels. 
T have on repeated occasions pressed the Persian Government to expedite the 
negotiations for the consolidation of the outstanding loans of the Russian Bank. 


No. 490. 








‘Tehran, th 

















, under instructions 
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(35434) No. 491. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received September 30.) 

(No. 395.) 

Croicethie) Pp Gulahek, September 30, 1910. 

‘OIL company’s proposed loan to Persian Government. 

With cabselce to your telegram No. 286 of the 20th September I have the 
honour to report that the terms offered by the Persian Government for. the loan, of 
800,000L have been refused by tho oil company group, Who are now offering 100,000L. 
only secured on the oil shares held by, Persian Government. i 

My Russian colleague will not raise any objection to this emall loan on condition 
that the consolidation of the Russian Bank's loans is first: completed. 


se See 











(35099) No. 492. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirné 
(No. 604.) 
‘legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 30, 1910. 
Corte islowinig has been repeated to Tehran, No. 287:— 


“Your telegram No. 269 of the 28th September. ee 

“Though anxious to obtain better security for advances to private individuals, as 
opposed to ‘those to the Government, the Imperial Bank does not wish to pres the 
cPDivgements. proposed by the Persian Government. ‘The bank manager has been 
accordingly instructed. i f 

Tia Majesty's Government, trast that in the futuro, when the conversion of the 
Russian debte is completed, tho Russian Government will refrain from opposing, any 
eS fom British sources, eccing that His Majesty's Goyernment find it difficult. to 
Culain to various applicants that Russian opposition is the ground for their not 
favouring their applications, ial ss 

w Tt would be easy to refute the statement, that Great Britain receives all the 
benefits accruing from the relations of the two Powers with the Persian Government 
and Russia none. Our position in the Gulf will suffer a serious set ‘hack, and our trade. 
is fast vanishing. In the event of this conditi m of affairs cont a ‘third Power 
alone can profit, seeing that, if trade conditions again become normal, 1t would at once 
start on an equality of competition with oursely 






















































